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Db, AND INDIGO. 
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Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 a. 


_ the previous 24 hours and the distribution of temperature remain 
Tae tee seer ogee yee ate had given way. slightly 
_, Bind and tan, and rapidly in Kashmir, It was un 
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Saturday, December 19th, 1896. i 

Pressure was remarkably unsteady during the week over Indja, Br, 
and Burma, changing considerably and rapidly from day to a jotwith- 
standing these unpsual barometric movements weather was steadily fine and Slee 
dry with almost cloudless skies over by far the greater partof the country, In — 
the southern half of the Peninsula and Ceylon,. on the other hand, weather 
although fine with much cloud during the first three days was disturbed wit 
moderate to heavy rain during the last four days due to’a disturbance or storm 
of a very unusual character. The storm originated in the extreme south, of 
the Bay to the edst of Ceylon on the 16th and drifting westwards passed into 
the south-east of the Arabian Sea on the 17th and 18th. The disturbance was, 
it may be noted, of the same general character as that of the last three or id 
December 1895. It gave a moderate to heavy and general burst of rain to 
southern India during its existence from the 17th tothe rgth. The 
tation was heaviest at Cuddalore which obtained a total of 7’91 inches @ 
this period. 

The variations of the temperature conditions of the week were much 
smaller than in the preceding week, Temperature was in defect in Northern 
and Central India and in excess in the Peninsula. The provincial variations 
were less than 2°, except in the case of Bombay, where the mean temperature of 
the week was 2° in excess. 

A noteworthy feature of the temperature conditions was the inversion of 
the ordinary relation between the hills and plains of North-Western India. This 
was most marked on the night of the 14th, when it was about 8° warmer at 
Ranikhet and Simla than at Roorkee and Ludhiana, 7° warmer at Murree than 
at Rawalpindi and 10° warmer at Mount Abu than at Ajmere and Sambhar, 





Daily Summary.—Sunday, 13th December.—Pressure had fallen 
slightly in Bengal and the very slight low-pressure area which covered the 
submontane districts of the North-Western Provinces on the 12th had been | 
transferred to East Bengal. Pressure had given way also in Ceylon and the 
Madras Coast districts, and was in very slight defect at Gdlectin: It had 
increased generally over the remainder of India—briskly to rapidly in the Pun- * 
jab and the neighbouring districts of the North-Western Provinces and. sli e 
elsewhere, Pressure was normal in Malabar and in excess over the remainder 
of India. The excess was most marked in the Punjab where it was from a 
tenth to a seventh of an inch in amount, Unusually steep gradients preyailed 
between Malabar and the West Punjab and winds were stronger than usual gt 
the West Coast stations. Westerly winds obtained down the Gangetic Plain, 
northerly winds oyer the Bay, easterly winds over the centre estof the — 
Peninsula, and variable winds and calms elsewhere,- A strong northerly wind 
was blowing at Colombo. Fine weather prewied generally ane no ain iad H 


Ngee 


¥ 
















fallen during the previous 24 hours beyond a light shower at Tri 
Temperature was in moderate defect in Sind, Rajputana, 
‘in moderate excess in Bombay, Kathiawar and Berar, and 
over the remainder of India. , 


Monday, 14th December.—Pressure had changed v 


the previous 24 hours. It had fallen briskly to acne in the Punjab, 
, reducing the amount of excess in that area very considerably, pic 


the barometer had occurred in Kashmir, Winds had increased and 
ing freshly at Diamond Island. Practically no rain had been r 









had risen briskly Seek 


tdefect in Ceylon, normal in Southern India and the 
alley, more of less in excess overt the remainder of the country. 
_ The excess was greatest in the submontane districts of the North-Western 
Provinces where it slightly exceeded a tenth of an inch in amount. Pressure 
was approximately uniform over Northern and Central India, and light variable 
winds obtained in that area. Winds were strong around the Coasts of the Bay. 
es were partially clouded in the Peninsula and Ceylon, and a few drops of 
rain had fallen at Negapatam and Colombo and a light shower averaging 0°82 
inch at Trincomalee. Temperature had decreased briskly in Berar, the 
Central Provinces, Sind and Rajputana, and was in moderate defect in these 
areas, 


Wednesday, 16th December—Pressire had fallen briskly to rapidly in’ the 


South Carnatic, Ceylon and the adjacent part of the Bay, and was in considerable _ 


d-fect. Winds had risen rapidly in force around the Bay and were blowing with 
the force of a gale at Diamond Island, Colombo and Negapatam. Weather 
was appareniy. very disturbed in the belt of deficient sure, Skies were 
heavily clouded in the Peninsula and Ceylon and heavy rain had fallen at Trin- 
comalee, Colombo and Negapatam, and a few dtops at Madras and Tinnevelley. 
The influence of the’ disturbance was extending rapidly northwards and skies 
were clouding over in the Central Provinces and Lower Bengal, 

Pressure had risen slightly to briskly in Baluchistan and Upper India and 
was in moderate to considerable excess in that area. It had givert way slightly 
to briskly in ghe North-Western Provinces, Bengal and the Central Provinces, 
and the amount of excess in these areas had hence diminished and was now 
only slight. The temperature conditions were fairly normal, the provincial 
variations being less than 14° except in the case of the Central Provinces where 
the mean temperature of the previous 24 hours averaged 16 in defect. 


Thursday, 17th December-—The batometer had decreased briskly to 
rapidly ovet nearly the whole of India and was unchanged in Ceylon. Pressure 
was normal in Sind and Rajputana and in defect elsewhere. The deficiency 
was considerable in the south of the Peninsula, large in Ceylon, and slight to 
moderate in other parts. The disturbed conditions in’ the south of the Bay, 
onthe preceding day had passed westwards into the Arabian Sea and the 
winds had sbifted to south-east at Colombo, to east on the Madras coast and at 
Trivandrum, and to east-southeast at Calicut, Mangalore and Karwat. Winds 
had fallen Off in force around the Bay and at Colombo. Moderate to heavy 

* rain had been received over the southern half of the Peninsula and Ceylon, the 
more important falls being 2°19 inches at Cuddalore and 4 5s inches at Colombo 
Fine weather held steadily over the remainder of India. Temperature was prac- 
tically 

Friday, 8th December—Pressure had risen slightly to briskly in Ceylon 
and had fallen briskly to rapidly in North-Western India and Kashmir,  Else- 
where the barometer was either statiofiary or had changed only slightly, Pres- 
sure ‘continued in defect all ovér India, but the deficiency was greatest in the 

_ West where it amounted to about “15”. Pressure was in large defect in 
Malabar due to the continued existence of the disturbed conditions over the 
south-east of the’ Arabian Sea. The wind circulation was similar to that on 
ree he ge Moderate to heavy rain had again fallen over the southern 
halt’ of the Peninsula. The largest amount reported was 4°46 inches af 
Cuddalore. -Temperature had risen in the Peninsula‘and Burma and was sta 
tionary or a aap go. ad in other parts. The provincial variations were 

Uk cept in the North-Western Provinces and Punjab 


 Stturidity, roth December.—Pressure had increased with great rapidity in 


' 


b and Kashmir and wiigh htly to briskly in the remainder of India. 
s now highest in the Se Buaiitr ne lowest off the Malabar coast. 
gy et eg Northerly winds had set in over the 
mn but little change in the wind system, 
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- Temperature,—The temperature conditions, of the week under 
ite in character to those of the preceding five or ‘six weeks, 


















- eeeerature was more-or less in excess throughout the week in Northern 


Central India and the night temperature, on the other hand, consider. 
“it due to rapid nocturnal radiation in a dry and clear atmosphere. The 
temperature in that area was hence in slight defect, | In the Peninsula temper 
ture (both by day and night) was more or less in excess, more esp 5 
Bombay where the mean temperature was steadily in slight to moderate excess. 
The excess in the Peninsula was most marked on the 1gth when it averaged | 
for Madras and 43° for Bombay and was probably due to the humid conditions =~ 
of the period, The mean temperature of India for the week was 0'4 below the 
average. i 
remarkable feature of the temperature conditions of the week was the 
inversion of the normal relation between the hills and plains of North-Western 
India, It was most strikingly shown on the night of the 14th when the hill 
stations were from 7° to 10° warmer than the neighbouring plains stations. , 
The following table gives the variations of the mean temperature from the 
normal in the different provinces of India for each day of the week :— 
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Burma “ ° a 
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MEAN FOR WHOLE OF INDIA | o'r |—-0'6 | —1°3) —0'6) —0'5}—0'5 Y 


_Rain.—Weather was even finer than during the preceding week over 
whole of Northern and Central India, the Conttal Papasan lara dad Seman ve 
the rainfall of the period was hence more or less in defect over that area. 
deficiency was, however, small in amount as the anticipated rainfall of the 

a ay the greater part of that area does not exceed:two or three-tenths 
inch. oy appa ; 

The disturbed weather of the last three days of the week on the other e other 

ave a moderate to heavy Yate burst of a to south and south-c 
adras and the Coromandel coast districts and the rainfall of the w 

hence in considerable to large excess in these divisions. The. 

the disturbance was very light in the Circars and even less ‘th 
eof the meek (abou 3° per cent, in defect : Se 

0°23 

_ The chief effect of the rainfall of the week 

unt of excess in South Madras and the Coro 

gi solenh dosieg the week under review 
India and the Central Provinces ha 

it 4 aye agy 5: large pa 3 
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the Crops... ae ree 


\ Madras.—For week ending 26th December.—Good rain has fallen in the — - 


~ Southern districts, and showers in the greater part of the Central and Carnatic 


districts and portions of Cuddapah. The water-supply is ample in the Southern 


~ half of the Presidency, moderate under the larger irrigation works elsewhere, but 


5 Beng: —For week endin 28th Pacouiher oe moet 
‘either Patna, Purnea has >alamau on the’asth. was 


‘was *30 in Champaran, 26 in Muzaffarpur, °13 i 
fi SE " zaflarpur, ‘13 in Da 


ZO ae 


otherwise poor or bad. In the Northern half of the Presidency sowings are still 
proceeding briskly, where rain has “recently fallen, The standing crops are 
good in the Southern half, but there is no improvement in the remainder of the 
Presidency. Harvesting is going on in many places, but the yield is poor or 
bad in the Deccan and the Fare and fair elsewhere.” Pasturage is foo 
available, but fodder is scarce “in many districts, Cattle ‘are generally in fair 
condition. Prices are again generally slightly easier, but are dearer in Ganjam, 
Cholam (Sorghum vulgare) in Kurnool 15%, in Bellary and Anantapur 14}, and 
in Cuddapah 14 seers per Tupee; the scarcity rate being 15 seers. The numbers 
relieved were :—relief workers 20,264, weavers 4,962, and inmates of kitchens 
972. The decrease in workers, chiefly in Bellary, is due to improved/rganiza- 


uuon. 


Bombay.—/or week ending 30th Décember.—Rain fell in 16 districts 
during the week. The rain-affected districts were :—Khandesh 1 inch 28 cents, 
Kolaba 15 cents, Ratnagiri 28 cents, Poona 27 cents, Ahmednagar 70 cents, 
Sholapur 6'cents, Bijapur 48 cents, Belgaum 1 inch 57 cents, ‘and Dharwar 1 
inch 99 cents. The rainfall has been beneficial to the spring crops in the two 
latter districts, but more is urgently wanted for the crops recently sown in the 
Deccan and Karnatak ‘districts. The» standing crops have been damaged by 
insects in two talukas of Karachi, are withering for want of rain in. Bijapur, are 
poor in Thana and are reported to be thrivifig Wulvtiere: “The sowing of late 
crops has been completed except in the Spe Sind Frontier, Khandesh, Rat- 
nagiri, Ahmednagar and Kanara. “The hatvesting Of the autumn crops is pearly 
finished except in Khandesh and Dharwar. Fodder isesufficient except in the 
Decean, Karnatak, Shikarpur and Baroda ; it is dear-in Kaira. The grain - 
supply is generally sufficient in, the affected” districts. Popion-$ickind conti- 
nues in Ahmedabad, Broach, Khandesh and Kathiawar. “The? condition of the 
agricultural stock is deteriorating in Poona, Sho apur, Bijapur and Dharwar, but 
is healhy elsewhere except in parts of Sikarpur, Hyderabad, Upper Sind Fron- 
tier, and Parkar, Khandesh, Nasik and Ratna i. Prices are rising i 
parts of Surat, Ratnagiri and Bijapur, falling in parts of Broach, Surat, Shi 

and Bijapur, and stationary in Hyderabad, the’ Upper Sind Frontier, Ah 
abad, Kaira, Kolaba, Poona, Kathiawar and parts of, Broach and Surat. Prices 
of the cheapest = grain in the affected districts are :—Dharwar 12}, Belgaum - 
11}, Sholapur 11, Bijapur 46}, Poona 40}, Ahmednagar of, Nasi and Satara Se 
and Khandesh and Kolaba g seers per rupee. he numbefs on bores 
were:—Khandesh 5,017, Nasik 12,136, Ahiednabar “20,578, including non- 
working children, The number on gratuitous relict were ;—Khandesh : 
Ahmednagar 4 and Belgaup 196. The numbers in Poona, Satara, Sho 
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of rice: 
and in Saran the price of Indian cor 
s 11 chittacks. . Im the di: a 
and 10 ( 
ice) | Shahabad (common eke a 
Beers, dag (Indian corh) 10.seers 11 "hitch paran (Indian corn) 10 
ati penne 13 chittacks, Muzaffarpur ian com) tt seers, Pep sa (common 
seers.» The numbers on re Sooke in receipt of- gratuitous relief 
saturday, the-26th December, were.—On relief works—Nadia (25 December) . 
‘ 336 i December) 103, Shahabad 913, (men 360, women 377, 
139 ren i en 3,081, (men 720, women i and children 1 182), 
Chaiepd pe (men Nee a onan 11,232,and childrén 8,218), Muzaffar- 
Darban men 446)" esa 177,.and chi dren 252), 
are pals ove or ‘on other w for. which accurate 
been received in time, Patna ma 395 ( (men 134, women 49, children 
we tayta for th = nt 1; and on gratuitous relief—Saran 1,260 
‘Tuten 230; ‘women 711, a Idren. Sig): Champaran 1,867 (men 474, women 
93, and children. 480) nga aata (men 1, oe women 2,040, and .ehil- 
dren 1! 42), total mesg the whale Br VINCE 74439> 


Bee al Testern Provinces and Oudh. pe week ending goth eas 
ere bas been general rain. In some districts _good showers fell 
while in others the showers were light. Over one inch of rain was recorded in 
_parts of Lucknow and. ‘Unao,-but.more is needed. © The ‘sp Pring sowings ate 
"practically ey ae 8 have been | ity, “benefited by the recent 
ae A Pe on an har (Ca ajanus fnderwe) crop in-certain districts has been 
ghtl aad d by frost. oe numbers in receipt of relief. on Saturday, the 
26th ecember, in twelve bi a officially recognised as distressed were as 
follows :—Banda” pra Cawnpore 14,002 ; Bi 25,3795 Allahabad 
. 40,480; . thas" t. Jala n.@2,1143 Jaunpur’ 14,713 ; Lucknow 19,056; 
Unao 7,400; Rae Pedi 1; Sitapur 9,329 ; Hardoi 27,083; ye $04559- 
This total !s.distributed as follows‘among the various methods of relief 
scribed by the Famine Cote which are in. pene :-—-Employed on lit 
works 200,979 j relieved ndents | “8 in poorshouses 26 77% 5 
relieved under ‘other provi: 
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relieved in 22 distri atic ich Have not yet been 
oe aes recognised as ¢ La pr mei i—telieved 
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2¢ he grand total im receipt of 
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r ru e , e grains on whi 
fh Delhi (bulrash pasincte mballa ¥ 
. gtam) of seers per rupee, “ FAR 
cloudy. with slight »shower 
Narsinghput has Bad fal rain, too light | 
to materially improve the prospects : ‘ ps... The eather is 
inducing Lee can destin ausing.damage to crops in fic eryand ~~ 
-the appearance of Nimar. are generally in good >” 
conditi » and ” e at " * abe | a ET eas 
been large impo’ 
- works and in re 
returns have been received, v 
8,180, Seoni 3,804, 
5,113,-Balaghat 13,0575. 2 
9,157 wete gratuitously re 
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Burma.—For week ending 26 

and threshing are progressing and 
~reaping of the wet-weather crops and. cultix crops cor 
tinue. No rain has fallen during the and pros re unchanged, The - 
wet-weather cfops in “the Kindat oper Chindwin district, 
reported to have failed from want of rain’ i 
suffering from drought. The pricé “of pad 
slightly in Henzada and Thaton. - Eh 
bers on relief works Were:—Meiktila 15,0525 
tuitous relief +—Meiktilay2.930 and..Myingyan 3,112. © 
Meiktila is 7} seers and in Myingyan-g} seers per.tupee. 
‘ Assam.—For week ending 29th De ‘he weather 
~ The prospects of crops in Kamrup are not haryest 
« _ gice continues. The price of food. ins i chai . 

- Fodder is insufficient except. in the 

_* water-supply is sufficient. a ee 
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eae ab am. ge os iq 
- \goracana paddy are being harvested i 
‘Tumkur, Mysore and: Chitaldrug aad ye 
: me, tng Dox “a fed. 
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«fo the Gorornment of Bengal, from the Goverament. 
; iach dated the 4th Janwary 1897, 2 
eh I am directed to address you in continuation of my 
. @ated the 22nd December 1896, and with reference to the prope 
ae a, Sarl dere 5183, dated 12th December 188 
2, That paragraph runs as follows: * ea 
In paragraph 18 of the Resolution submitted to the Government of India it is 
out that many gentlemen of position and local knowledge in Bibar consider that | 
ly in the less accessible places, are likely to be depleted before private trade can su 
the local deficit; and the Lientenant-Governor desires me to submit, for the favour 


consideration of the Government of India, Se nee of the Conference that advances 
money might be made by Government at a res e rate of interest (say, 6 per cent, 

the purchase in Calcutta of grain.from over seas, and for the distribution of 
remote areas, it being understood that the persons to whom — are made 
allowed ~to dispose of the grain at their own zisk and at their own discretion. 























Government officers should be allow 

invoices that grain is really being impo 
Governor is disposed to think that to make adva t ¢ 
an interference with private trade, and would not be inconsistent with the principles ap : 
by the Famine Commissioners in paragraph 159 of their report. ¢ the persons 
to whom such advances may be made in inaccessible tracts might be constituted contractors — 
for the supply of grain on relief works, ete., under section 35 of the Code, and Iam 


to request that the Government of Iudia may be moved to sanction this proposal, = 
Paragraph 18 of the Bengal Government Resolution No. 5138 of the 
10th December 1896, to which reference is made in the above paragraph, is 
-also quoted below for convenience :— ; SK ‘cats 
It was bronght to the notice of the Conference that many gentlemen of ce hag 


r 


local knowledge and experience in Bihar, are of opinion that stocks, bn ge 
inaccessible places, are likely to become depleted before private tradw coul supply local 
deficit, and it was suggested for consideration whether, without in any way eA ad with. 
private trade, Government might unobjectionably advance money, at moderate in’ ihe oe 
the of grain imported from Burma or elsewhere, which might be so Pages. 4 gon 
without apy interference on the part of Government. ‘the Commissioner recom-. 
mends that the suggestion be accSpted “as the last bulwark against depletion of stoc 
out-of-the-way places,” on the condition that grain for which loans are made is in the 
instance imported from beyond the seas and purchased in Calcutta-or other distant n 
and that full and adequate security is forthcoming for the ment of the 
Commissioner is also of opinion that such advances should ech tb caltseaeneas nen 
who may be trusted not to compete with local bunniahs. Io -74 Government 
~ grrangeiments whereby, in places likely to be in want, and in ich there were not 
to be traders to import food, advances might be made— — __ mi 7 opie 
(2) to zamindars, planters or others, on the condition that they of 
from a distance and sell it as near as possible ; cost price, 
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_. (b) tortraders and others of safe and 





c 5 per cent., who were to import grain from aod. 
ie as to the rate or manner of selling it, 
eee Proposals such as 
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__ Phese proposals practically amount to a scheme for the importation of 
_ food-grains from abroad into Indiw with funds to be supplied by Government. 
8, The question of the importation by Government of food into a dis- 
tressed tract is fully discussed in paragraphs 152 to 159 (pages 49—52) of 
art I of the Famine Commission Report. The conclusion at which the 
mmissioners arrived was that, save under very special circumstances which 
will be considered presently, the only wise course was for Government to 
rigorously abstain from any attempt to intervene directly in, or in any way 
to supersede the operations of p vate trade. As has been f 
marked, Government may be able to do more than any one trader; but 
it cannot do as much as all the traders of the country taken together; while the 
fact that it can do so much more than any one trader, must render every trader 
unwilling to compete with so wealthy es so powerful a rival, The inevitable 
effect therefore of any attempt on the part of Government to enter the market 
as a purchaser or an importer on its own account, is to gravely discourage, even 
if it not wholly paralyse, mercantile activity ; and the evil thus done is 
great out of ell proportion to the actual magnitude of the Government opera- 
tions, since the uncertainty as to their possible nature and extent creates an 
apprehension which is fatal to enterprise and initiative in these matters. 

_ 4 It is true that in paragraph 155 of their report the Commissioners go 
on to say, “a resolution. to rely entirely on the ordinary operations of trade to 
meet the wants of the country in time of famine must a Test, not 
valy om tho expeviod activity of the traders, but also on the probability of the 
requisite ries 3 of food being forthcoming at the critical time.” And they 
proceed . to seuss the improbability, based upon past experience, of distress 
ever being so wide-spread in India that the unaffected tracts should be unable 
to supply the surplus required by those that are affected. Unfortunately, 
the scarcity that now threatens, covers a larger proportion of the wh 
country than has ever been simultaneously affected in any previous famine 
of which the Government have particulars; and it is eoncsivalte that under 
certain circumstances the food supply of the country taken as a whole may 
prove insufficient, and that it may be necessary to supplement it from abroad. 
Aud the difficulty of so supplementing it is one, not of sources of supply, but 
of time; since it will take several weeks to obtuin grain from any source which 
can be relied upon to meet large demands. 

. _ 5. But while fully revognising the importance of the question and the 
Frit hedhand situation, the Government of India are of the deliberate and 

' opinion that they will best serve the end that all have in view by rigidly 
a interference. The mercantile community has at its disposal 
sources of information regarding stocks and demand that is more complete and 
more reliable mar ciny omer Espada can command ; and it controls’ 
machinery by which the needs of the country can be supplied. The 
Council believes that the intervention of Government ds 
mporter would do'infinitely more harm than good, as it would. 
jiscourage the ‘which is best able to gauge the need, which 
lf interest to icipate it, and which alone is able to supply it 









s guarantee Government provides by und: 
for all who are in dange 












power 8ze" to) 
vill suffice to buy them a subsistence-ration at. whatever 
time to time be ‘oeally current. In the third place, it shoul 
ds of the Famine Commissioners, “take care that every f 
ven for the free action of private trade in the business of t 
tribution of food, and that all obstacles, material or ire 
Career removed,” The inward rates for the carriage of grain 
en reduced on all railways, in many cases by the railway ad 
nselves, in others by order of Government; and any other 
ature indicated that may suggest itself or be suggested to Govert 
as far as may be found possible be immediately afforded. i Sl 
4. In paragraph 159 of their report the Commissioners diseuss the 
in which departure from the general principle of non-interference is admis 
They practically fall under two classes, the supply of Government relief. 
and the case of remote agricultural tracts where the local ery « 
is insufficient or inactive. ‘lo these may be added, as a third class, inaccess 
tracts in which, owing to the conformation or nature of the country, the can 
of supplies on a large scale presents difficulties with which local appliai 
are unable to cope. 
8. In the first case Government is clearly bound to arrange for the su’ 
of its own labour. Sections 106 and 107 of the Bengal Famine Code give — 
necessary discretion ; and the following extract from instructions that have been 
issued in another ‘province are suggestive as to the best mode of action: 
‘The food trade on a full sized famine relief charge is greater than that in any ry 
small -Indian town, and if apecial facilities are given to respectable local traders, will be 
careful not to lose them*by selling unsound food, or worrying the people with needlessly 
frequent changes in their prices, Followiug the principles of the Famine Code, the undere 
mentioned advantages cau be offered, among others, in exe fow fais trading -——a emelt 
grass hut for a shop situated near a drinking place and within the range of the treasure or 
other guards ; free carriage of grain from the nearest mart, if the trader is willing to sell | 
the current rates of that mart; prompt and free exchange of all his copper into ailyer | 
into the local treasury to hiscredit. It is usually quite easy to find several 
who can understand the value of such advantages to their trade, and are willing to give 
pretty 


hee reasonably steady prices in exchange for them, so long as they are 
after. 


But it may occasionally occur that a relief work is situated in such a remote 
that private traders are unwilling to go there without other inducements than those 
above. In that case, or in similar exceptional cases requiring exceptional treatment, 
Collector of the district would be justified in contracting with a grain dealer for the sappl 
of grain on the works for a stated period aud on terms to be mutually agreed upon, 


9. In the second and: third cases it may under certain circumst 
become necessary to intervene, as Government was forced to do in 
Kumaon Hills in 1889; and the best modes of intervention are suff 
indicated in paragraph 159 of the Famine Commission at | 
in the improbable case of local combiaation) the action taken 8 4 
be by way of help to local traders, rather than by way of rivalry w 
- As Commissioners remark, “much caution will be required int 

case lest interference should aggravate the evil which it is desioned to aver 
_ and have the effect of preventing traders from entering the market wi 
being operated upon by the Government”; and the caution against ti 
_ of such fitful intervention is repeated in paragraph 107 of the 
a, | 


_* _ “I0, In'the tract to which you? letter ‘raters, the Gover 
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LL. In the present appliéation the Governor General in Council 
sh limitations. — og sats is rather in the nature of a blank 
resented signature. The object appears to be, not only to throw sup] 
certain tracts, but also to secure importation of food-grains from 
It is true that the a is not that Government should im 
finance a scheme for im tion; and 4 


evaded in practice or be found so vexatious as to defeat their own objects. 
But he is clearly of opinion that the scheme could not be carried into effect 
without invol such interference, or at any rate, without the 
appearance and creating the ames of such interference. the 
appearance in such a case would be almost worse than the reality, since while 
producing all its evils, it would carry with it none of its advantages, 


12. It is of cardiual importance that no action of a general nature should 

be which might in any way tend to throw doubt upon the 
with which the Government of [ndia adhere to the policy of non-intervention, 
ortoinspire mistrust and uncertainty in the minds of the mercantile com. ~ 
munity. For these reasons the Governor General in Council finds himself 
unable to accede to the proposals of the Bengal Government. _ He differs from 
its opinion with reluctance, for he rd recognizes the admirable prompt- 
itude and thoroughness with which His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has 
examined and met the situation in Bengal. But His Excellency in Council 
is satisfied that the need for interference in the particular localities to which the 
oposals refer is not established; that, should it be established, it can be met 
avery much simpler manner; and that the adoption of the principle of these 
in this limited area might, by unsettling the operations of trade, 
peril the food-supply of the entire province, if not, indeed, of every affected 


i 


(Paragraph 159 of the Report of the Indian Famine Commission.) ; 


At the same time that we recommend the general principle of absten- 
from interference with private trade inthe supply of food to any tract 
suffering from scarcity, we admit that there are exceptional cases in which 

the Government may find it necessary to intervene. The success of relief 
. Measures essentially depends on there always | grain to be bought by those 
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"Report on the Post Office of India for the year 1895-96, 
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the increase of about 20 millions in the number of postal aril ( 


ing money orders) issued for delivery during the year up by 
increases of 10} millions —_ t-cards, of 6 millions <adiek paid letters, : 
millions under trl i millions ber se upp 
registered letters, po con 
increase; and in ny ae mbay She aha the number a“ 
‘letters. The total number of unpaid lett 


“Upwards of 28 milli being about half million m e than th 
ihe be erties, med (e 






the previous year. The number of postal 
orders) was Trad per head of the yp ei 

population, against 2:38 and 32°68 

tal articles per - 

higher in Sind and Baluchistan than 

4, The more important changes 

Post” were :— 
(2) The introduction of an arrangement for the local review, of tha’ 

. beginning of each official year, of the money transactions of all “4 

Post Offices. : Baa 

(2) The extension of the local m ey sade audit 

; <img am oy Ao to al baal arn Benge ; 

es a 
Sicnnioearbae and the poh -“* . 


(8) The. twenty-one out of 
#) "of the Punjab: Ft the oes <e 


Caer year in four 
Payable post is 

records. The scheme is u 

Rae pearl fens 87: by attending 

ie . of obtaining such ae grt sie 

ty 4) The issue from the 1st September 

& be omen m2, Rend BS 105 ot ona 
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sumbers and values of inland and foreign money ) 
of this Resolution, do not include the transactions with Native 


- separately shown below :— ‘ 


Se ag “ee ae, 
at ‘utes in aa SUNS i ere gi ae ar ; 
States, « « . » si88,06,797 18,091,800 26,608 
paw’ of orders paid in Native s$ese 30,357 p 200) 


tes . . . 
Value of orders paid in Native . 
States ‘ ° ° .  311,44,729 © 11,22,216 — 22,513 74 
Com with 1894-95, the transactions of the year show an increase under — 
each ron gta in the value of orders paid in the Native ages d 
decreased by 222,513. The value of the orders issued in Native States con- 
siderably exceeds the value of the orders paid. : meee 
In the inland money order transactions of the year, there was a sma 
_ increase in the number yalue of revenue money orders, this method of 
revenue payment being especially popular in the orth- Western ces. 
* ‘The system of remitting miscellaneous Government dues through the post con- 
tinued to make progress in Bengal, and in the North-Western Provinces also the 
number of these money orders was larger than in the p i i though 
there was a slight falling-off in the total value, but in the P. there ; 
falling-off both in the number and value as compared with 1894. 
number and value of rent money orders increased in Bengal but fell off 
North-Western Provinces and Central Provinces. The average value 
land money order was #20-8-0, against R20-10-0 in 1894-95. In.the 
money order business, a striking feature was the increase in the 
of Western Australia upon India, the number of advised for pa; 
this country being nearly four times andthe value more than seven 
rs apie the previous year, ‘The average value of a foreign money order j 
y India was £3 4s. 7d. against £3 5s. 9d. in the previous while 
foreign money order paid in India was £5 7s. 5d. against 26 40° } 
10, The transactions of the Post Office Savings Banks dus 
years are compared below :— rel 
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a scat ina ‘London to Bombay was 
urs an mats leas ils fo axécage, time for the* year was 14 


rah cnwontentnitik tae 


; hours a minutes. In the opposite aircotion (from Bombay to. 
bie ‘the quicke: : transit was made in 12 days and 20 minutes, the average es 
il: ir the year, being 15 days, 3 holirs.and 30 minutes. Once during the year 
be age was taken” of the despatch @ an extra passenger steamer from — e 
‘Bombay to b to” send additional’ mails to Europe. Only articles 

or tranminson y. this sttamer wefe forwarded, ne a ae 
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: iat Pale ont = AOSD & Sane i), ‘stractare shown the 
seeanion tn Soe ee en tation 2 =o 
. : twor years forthe - 
are, sy yea ‘Boot aepatenaty: Se \ 
has increased by. 348, -the . ‘incense Cakes 
er-boxes being gi est.in the Punjab, The total aia 

rge of schoolmasters ‘arid other persons not = 
epartment was 51956 at the end of the year. eon Se 
olldwi : ‘gach circle and for the whole of ‘fadis Hea mane 
pur post o fice and lett ‘compared bration io. pe A 
} erate population. ing last census:— = 





on the inargin with additignal columns for District t Post lines, 
and military lines managed by the Post Office.” The mileage u er 
of mail lines was latger in 1895-96 than in 1894-95, the increase being gr 
under runner and country boat lines. The increase of 545 -miles under the. 
head of mail cart lines was chiefly due to the establishment of mail cart services 
on the Chitral communications, in Waziristan, and on one or two lines ir in erg 
gal. The’ inerease in the railway mileage is mainly accounted for by 
opening of the Oodeypore-Chitor and Wazirabad-Lyallpore ‘Railways, sr the 
extension of the East Coast Railway from Parlakimedi road to’ Rambha ar 


en the Madras,Ennore section of that railway. it ie : 
: salen ais at 1 Tclsthey Rea 


Section It, —Correspondence and Parcels. io aechepiaale 


8. The estimated number of postal articles of all kinds, exclusive of money* t 
orders, issued for delivery during the year, amounted to nearly 414 nil ions, 
- about 20 millions in excess of the number during the preceding year, é 
9 been 44°16 per cent. in the past seven years, and 53°92 per 
in the past eight years. Statistics showing the different classes of ar 
” delivered in the various postal circles during 1895-96 will be found ip p 
iit, _ a summary of the gece) results is given in the folle 


‘increase in the total ae 


it India. The 





th-We Aarger | 
: The total number of letters vejietaret during the year w 
in ie cages "aoc 13 millions registered during t 
e U Bend continués to be more popu 
1 scannth bared total number of letters 
reached nearly two millions. It has’a MO ies 
tered parcels not exceeding aalae 
t came into force on the 1st 
Se ag ending with the gist 
sf : It is. too early to form a 
“aia the financial ems. 
inking that the ‘mew system has not  inerored with. the g 

o. ee table prepered from the ‘last census returns ‘cide 

oaks circle the number of | letters and other postal articles. per head of the total Are 
‘population and per head of the literate portion of the population. Bombay, Sind 
the Punjab and Burma rank highest 4s regards the number of lation. 
articles per head of the population and Sind and Baluchistan, the Punjab and, 
Bombay rank highest as et - se, of Fa faa per head of the literate 

poe sree Ee i's 








Te ed, h ' { 
- to great fluctuations owing to the inclusion or -non-iniclusion of large qua 
of, pamphlets or circulars for distribution in this'country, Ad’ 301 
ASpondence exchanged between the Indian Post Office and foreign -and colonial 
_ Administrations, statistics are taken, according to the rules of the ae 
“only once in every three years, alternately in May and November; the per- 
centages of increase.shown in the. table below represent the progress f 
_ November 1893 to May 1806, a period of 2} years. The rates of inér re 
ofa Striking character in-the case of the.mails despatched from India andefthe 
letters'and post-cards_ received in. this country.” This is due mainly to the — 
" large development of correspondence between India and the British colonies of 
Ceylon, Australasia, China, and*the Straits Settlements, to which the establish. 
‘ment.in 1894 of a steamer service six times a week between Tuticorin and 
Colombo has, no doubt, céntributed. It has been stated in another part of this _ 
report that additional. facilities were placed at the disposal of the public 
_ during the year under review for the transmission of correspondence to Aus« 
- tralasia and the Far East by way of Tuticorin and Colombo: and it would appear 
© that the public have not,been slow to take advantage .of these facilities. _More 
‘than half. of the total increase in the number iof letters and post-cards and 
* about eight-ninths of the total increase in the number of newspapers and _ 
packets despatched from India to foreign countries other than the United King. 
» dom, was. made up ‘of the.increase.in-the- number sent to the group of British ~ 
colonies mentioned above; while the additional number of letters and post. 


eatds'received from thé same group of colonies accounted for’. 560,000 out 
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‘was, however, accompanied “by af increase 
ved by the Indian Post Office from thesq exc 
_ 13. In the exchange with Continental Europe, there 

‘of 195 in the number of ‘parcels despatched from India, 
‘of 115 inthe number received, the net revenue derive 
- Office being R242 more than in the previous year, In 
other countries, there was a satistactory. development, 
directions, an addition of 7,398, at the rate of 18*4 per*cent., having | 
fo the humber and of R6,053 to the net Indian revenue. The large 


in the number of parcels sent from India to non-European countries — 


mainly to the continued growth of the parcel post to Ceylon. The 
exchange with thig Colony now includes both the value-payable and: ins 


systems, and the business is'Jikely to assume considerable dimensions 


the next few yeurs, . ‘ 


Year, OR + ng : Nomber of 14. The 
18 ee tr ; 4 
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ae 7+ 48885 gress of 
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110,590 tal 


193,054 ae 
A 87 ¥ iS * 141453 { * 
work "45, The figures given in paragraph 8 of this report show that 41 
letters, post-cards, newspapers, packets, and parcels were issued’ for 
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during the year. These figures are calculated from actual enumeration’ 


for a week at a time twice during the year, and approximately represent | 
livery of mail articles properly so called. In order, however, to 
the entire delivery work of the year, it is necessary to add.the number 
_ orders which are deliveréd and paid by postmen’ and village postm 
entire delivery work of the year is shown by the following figures :— 
Sent out"for delivery (including 10,236,284 money orders) 5 nese 
Received back undelivered (deducted as representing - 
articles either again sent out and delivered, or sent tothe 
Mes Dead Letter Office) . > 2? on * m. 7 . ger 
_ Balance actually delivered». « = aut 
rene Rene ta Deel Aptter Oftoes piv: <a : 
it ‘Seal poner seieired for delivery (counting each 
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a re- 
direction 2 ad- 


° 28, 
Disposed of by re- rest 
turn to senders .| 1,802,916 


841,868 





Of the total number of articles 636,872 were successfully disposed of by 
being redirected and then delivered to the persons to whom they were addressed» 
while 1,963,050 were rétirned to the senders and 938,855 were found to be 
unreturnable. This last figure is only *2 per cent. of the total number of articles 
given gut for delivery in the year, and a large proportion of the 938,855 articles | 
wered4rom theit nature not capable of delivery. Special statistics were kept \ 
at “thes Letter Offices for the month of March 1896, and from these it would 
yppear that about 800 letters, 1,800 post-cards, 1,000 newspapers and 350 
packets feach our Dead Letter Offices every month without any addresses at all, ~ 
and 2,660 newspapers and 1,200 packets without covers, As usual, a large — 
amount of valuable property was found in letters and other articles posted 
_ without address or with addresses so incorrect or incomplete that the covershad 
- to be opened in order that the senders might be traced. In articles opened in 
_ the five more important Dead Letter Offices were found cheques, bills of ex- 

c , currency notes, jewellery, and other property amountnig in value to 











R2,79,411, £1,768-17-6, 37 Francs, 31 Centimes, and 236 Dollars, and the whole 
of this property, with the exception of money and other articles of the total value 


28-8-3, and 31 Dollars, was successfully delivered to the owners. 
vat experience in the Rajputana Dead Letter Office shows + 
practice on the part of Marwari traders in the Bombay 
_was mentioned, in the annual report several years ago, still 
The practice consists of their sending to members of their. , 
back,to Rajputana on visits heavy packets, containing 
or paper, on which no postage is paid, with the 
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‘of each kind of post-card, postage Stamp, 


jon | service post 
dix Vi. A statement compiled from 


page 11. The total oe of the — apne ee ae 
and of service stamps 23,41,113, there be an increase se OVE! ¢ 
year of R5,20,679 in the value of ordinaty stamps, and of R10,382 int 
of service stamps. BER Go GEE on Sk ad 

The largest sales of ordinary stamps were in the Bombay 
amounted to over 24 lakhs of rupees. Madras comes next with 
1 lakhs of rupees, and Bengal follows with sales of o 18 
The inland single post-cards commanded the highest sales, the total 
over 10 millions. The small }-anna envelope had thé next be gs s 
70 millions being sold during the year; of the }-anna adhesiy stamps 
48 millions were sold ; of the }-anna reply poSt-cards over 12 ‘millions ; 
teanna adhesive ‘stamps over'g millions, and of the wadhesive stamps over 
5 millions, There was an improvement in the Salés of the special 
envelopes and of the a-anna large registration envelopes. There was a an 
improvement in the sales of the -ahna small registration envelopes, © 

As stated in my last report, newspaper wrappers of the value of 4-anna and — 
t-anna each were brought into use from 18t May 1895. Over 325 thousand of 
the }-anna wrappers and over 93 thousand of the 1-anna Wrappers were sold to. 
the public during the ¢leven ‘months of the year under report, 

_ For the purpose of bringing to account sums collected as Customs duty on 
afiicles reccived ‘by the foreign post and delivered in India, ordinary adhesive 
postage stamps over-printed with the words “Postal Service” were introduced 
from the 1st April 1895. The stamps are not sold to the public, postmasters 
only being authorized to purchasé them from the T . No allowance is 
given to postmasters on account of discount on the vile of these stamps. 

_ Apart from the sale of postage stamps, t-anna revenue or receipt stamps to 
the value of R3,49,820 were sold during the year through the agency of the 
Post Office, Non-judicial and Court-fee stamps are also sold at a large number 
of post offices, but, except in Burma, ‘the postmaster acts, as regards these 
stamps, as a’private vendor, and the stamps do not form part of the post of 
balance. In Burma, where general stamps are kept by the postmaster in f 
same way as other stamps, the sales on this account amounted to,R45,762. 
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decrease of 64 in the number of post men and wilage pote. 
an increase of 363 in the number of letter-boxes, but a decrease ‘of 
‘the District Post mail lines, There was an increase of ic 


067,000 
“cent. in the number of articles including money orders delivered by 
Post agency, of 1,098,395 or 11"05 per cents in the number of articles pe ste 
District. Post offices and letter-boxes, and 157,755 oF 22°28 ea 
_ number of articles returned as undeliverable. Appendix VII “gives 








a . ° Ee es 


ae 








y e 2 
* ‘ 27S 9 poe ‘ors 21103 eeu twopuiipeyace eopereet - 

s ‘sayexg A20jepned ere! | ‘eta mtg IN, porenioay a56 so0ht bm p Bays ing bene ¢ 
sy epa7a Wonusaay oq wor) pred #2 SOPCI>ST oh 1 re — pt he es a 2 





ogee beet o0g'Sé core agfe't seifkee eecae ree} bee 4 ia 















. 

2 z . 2 . ; 
t : peas desee + asiqonjyg pur puis ‘4 

* or ss fs 
ee wie eee 
I x 

¢ ee Sevag f° ered 
ie ee 

. 09S r 06 96-S6gr 
| oS€‘es 1S €S1 3 $6-46g1 barge = 
bglirt IN * 96-5631 ei 
gos ‘dé mn | 68 + $6-¥6g1 would es 
poe ‘Sz 6L 4) s 96-S6g1 wessy gS 
ned ¢£ ol £9 * S6-b6g1 § Z 
1S2‘Eoz 66> L6l $v , $6g1 qzf T23 
Saree ozf At 96 * $6-46g1 Hi ye 
a I 98 #9L #SE + $6-v6g1 se 
at 205 5 het Mb oy 


oo 
~ 
w 


> BREE 
= 3 “"38eRe 
«|g SFasag 
a 


i 
ii 
i 
i 


Dike 4 
pape om z 
> ne. 2 
KF § 
: 
: 
Tepy ¥ rad 



















plete 
to the Post Office 
1879-80. (The Post Office be; 


Darlene 79 os 


eases 84 
1884-85 * 


1885-87 





PPPs essssessay 
Sesesssessesess 
- 


g 
@ 


business on the ast +a. 1 


‘During the last quarter of the. 


> 0.8 )0%0> 6 B66 OR de 


* Daring the yer 1878-79, the last com- 
year. before money order busi- 
ness was transferred fronr a 


total if 
10,926 2 as greets 
umber of inland money 
% a excluding all tra 
) millions of the aggregate 


year 


n the 


sho) 


o- 
Ce ee ee ee ee 


* Percentage of incrense over the year 


1804-95 « . ° ~ 


94422,105 
10,055,030 


ney 
“with 10,709, at the 
orders. issued, pie 
nsactions with Native States 
e value of 208 crores” of ry 










sr st ap8 | 
22,95,946 Yl 


| of inland 





















cent. in the number 
orders iach 
612 per cent. in | 
their value and. of 


———E———e—eeeeeeeeooaoaoaoooaaaaeEeEEEeeSED 
6°29 per cent, in the amount of the commission realised, The average value, 


Bay Pisldeees of 
&  iland 
money order , 


eo 





- 
g 





Issues | Issues DuMING 1895-96. | issues numine 189596. | | PavMents DUKING 1895-06. | | PavMents DUKING 1895-06. | 


an inland money order was R20-8-0 against R20-10-0 in the previous year, 
21, The following statement shows the distribution of the inland mo 


order business among the various Postal Circles :— 















































“progress in the working of th 
aintained in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh and in 
Provinces. Inthe North-Western Provinces and Oudh the total 
number me m. orders issued rose from 149, 803 in 1894-95 to 165,829 — 
during 1895-96, the amount of revenue, remitted being R37,60,918 as compared — 
with R33,13,875 in. the preceding year. In the Lower Provinces of Bengal, 
including Eastern Bengal and Bihar, there was a falling-off in the number of © 
ies noney orders, but a slight indfease in the value as compared with the 
_ figures for the previous year. The number of orders fell from 188,195 itv 
” ate he 186,175 during 1895-96, while the amount rose from R16,24,602 to — 
see 17,19,018. In the Punjab the power of issuing revenue money orders was 
“withdrawn, at the instanceof the District authorities, from certain post offices 
where it was not ‘thought safe to receive large sums of money, and there was,in : 
ay quence, some falling-off both in the number and value of fevenue money a 
- ofders as compared with the figures for 1894-95. The number of orders and 
ir amount fell from 10,180 and R6,89,196 in 1894-95 to 9,697 and R6,01,244 — 






















respectively during the year under report, “ 
9g. The system of remitting miscellaneous Government dues through the Bs 

_ agency of the Post Office continued to make progress in the Lower vinces neous 
of Bengal during the year under report, 91,368 official money orders of the by 

"aggregate value of R20,22,900 having been issued as compared with’ 91,231 oder 
_ money orders of the aggregate value of R18,57,627 issued in the previous year. 


_ In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh also, it may be said that the pro- 
__ gress reported last year was sustained, as, notwithstanding a slight falling-off 
gn the valve of the orders issued, there was an increase in the actual number, 
‘The «value of these orders fell from R3,y8,481 in 1894-95 to R3,74,605 during __ 
ber of the orders rose from 20,603 to — 


the year under report, while the num 
91,154. In the Punjab there was a falling-off both in the number and value of 


orders as cémpared with the transactions of the previous year. The number of 
orders issued and their amount were 4,000 and Rg2,849 in 1894-95 in compari- 
gon with 3,820 and R82,494 respectively duting 1895-96. The system was 

: vly introduced in Madras at the beginning of the year under report, and 

es 3,651 money orders of the aggregate value of R57,535 were issued during the 


3 tear ‘There was a further falling-off in the number and value of rot soney 


orders issued during the year in the North-Western Provinces and | the 
: en from 64,346 in 1894-95 to 61,826 during 1895-96, 












~ pumber of orders having fall 
and the amount from R8,59,018 to R8,34,518. In the 
, progress | Jast year in the working of the sys 
from 1,95? in 1894-95 to 1,849 
from R32,625 to R26,913, In the 
‘an advance both in the 
with the figures for the previous year. 
J om 46,968 in 1894-95 to 47,919 dunt 
ona R6,76,452 In 1895-95 #8 
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TOTAL. 


Total for 1894-95 


i eS emt 
“There was an increase of more than 26 thousand ‘cee in the jit at tthe 
issues in the Native States, but a decrease of more than 22 thousand: rupees in 
the value of the payments in the States. It will be noticed that the aglow 
~~ made by the Imperial Post Office on account of money orders issued by Native 
"States have been very much larger than the issues by the Imperial Post Office 


on those States. This result is largely due to the issues of the Gwalior State. 


phic 26. The transactions in telegraphic money orders are given inthe pete 
_ table according to postal circles — 


ast of the telegrams which is paid by rues 
n but credited to the Telegraph 
hespiogey ariek wa eeste 








ic money orders were far more freely issued 

elsewhere, the orders issued from that province in the year 

eport being 41°67 per cent. of the total number for the whole of India, 

The payments, also, in Burma continued to be larger in amount thanin any 

'* 97. The foreign money orders for and from the United Kingdom, most of the Pondigh 

British colonies and possessions, foreign European countries and most of their ey orders — 

colonies and possessions, and Egypt, are issued in sterling, payments being made a , 3 
by the remitters and to the payees in India at the rates of exchange fixed by ; 
the Post Office from time to time for this purpose. .. Details of the sterling money 

. ofder exchanges of the year are given in the table below :— 
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‘The number of money orders issued on foreign countries rose from 49,580 
in 1894-95 to 54,999 in the year under review, and the value from £163,059 to _ 
SUA 73% while there was also a considerable increase in the drawi of « 
foreign countries upon India, which were greater by 3,376 in number : 
- £22,603'in value than during the previous year. The increase both in the 
issues and in the payments was principally due to the growth of the money order é 
business with the United Kingdom, although owing to the establishment - 
of a direct money order exchange with the Cape Colony from the 13t January 
1896, a number of orders, which used formerly to be advised through the ; 
United Kingdom, have no longer since that date been included in the ‘transace 
tions with the mothér country. Another striking feature of the foreign money, 
order business of the year is the propottion'in which the drawings of Westen —_ 
‘Australia upon India have increased, The number of orders‘advised for pay- 
— this*country was nearly four times as great as in the = 








‘the value was more than seven times as great. [It would seem 
“the mining camps of Coolgardie thave.attracted some numberofnatives: | 
order issued ky India in 1895-96 was £3-4-7 as compared with L3-369in 
Y / 1894-95) and that of a money order paidin India was £5+7-5 as compared 
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© Lociodes Cey!on telegraphic mousy orders, 


f money order business with Ceylon and the Straits Settlements ‘3 mE 
- tinues to show a steady growth. The transactions 


_ mainly consist of drawings upon India; and t 


with these two colonies — 


: oye SEE by over 10,000 
“jn number and by more than three lakhs of Ru ‘st 


in value, in the case of 
Ceylon, while in the case of the Straits Settlements the number rose from 
42,644 to 15,088 and the value from R6,86,554 to R8,10,168. There 
“gmail decrease in the number and value of the orders issued for p: 
the Portuguese Settlements in India, as well as in the drawings on the 
Protectorate in East Africa. In almost all the other cases there ‘was 
*® development of the transactions. The average value of a foreign rupee 
der issued by India in 1895-96 was R38-2-4, as compared with J 
1894-95, and that of an order paid in India was Rgt-10-1, as 
241-93 in the preceding year. : Ooty ete 
“99, The usual statement of forfeited and void money orders 
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31,10,19,824 8 0 |26,43,553 5 © | 10,223,137 
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Pasles of British “pastel pra 
—=| during the year, The- 
total number of orders | a: 
sold in 


with 37,406 in the pre-— 
ceding year, and” the - 
total — (including ie 
e) £a19i5 8 as. d with £23,811 in 1894-95. There was an. _ 
n the ‘sales in the all denominations, but again the demand- 
y the 5s., 10s., and 20s. orders. During the year 37,205 of these 
ena) total sales of orders of other denominations only — 
ne “The increase was most marked in the Punjab, and this — 
| to the special measures that were taken to advertise this. 
ing small ‘home remittances at all the large stations of the” 
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‘a ~ Rigyag in the previous year. Of the 653,892 activetaccounts at t 


_ for each account. There is at present no limit of deposit in the case of public 


_ accounts with a balance of over 794% lakhs, 82,821 with a balance of o a 

_ 164} lakhs were held pn behalf of minors by their parents, relatives, and 

guardians, and the rest were accounts opened and held by depositors on their» _ 
own behalf. It will be seen therefore that 94°44 per cent. o 

_ the Post Office savi 

_ go4t lakhs, were the savings of private persons, deposited either for their 

benefit or for the benefit of their children, 


“rupees as compared 


the interest paid was over 25} lakhs as c 
et sei The. total amount standing at the credit of dep 
‘the year was nearly 904} lakhs, showing an increase of 
over the balance at the close of the’preceding year. 
The average balance of each account was R138° 









28 as 






year, 30,770 were security deposit accounts with a balance in 
_ depositors of above 41} lakhs, giving an average of R134 foreach. 
The maximum limit for a security deposit account is R50q. The num! 
_ public accounts was 5,399 with a balance of 58 lakhs, giving an ‘a 
R1,075 for each account. There were 139 regimental and other c 
accounts with a balance of nearly 10} lakhs, giving an average of Ry, 
and regimental and other conjoint accounts. — ‘the*remaining 617,584 ctive 


all the accountsin 
ngs, banks, and 87°88 per cent, of the total balance of 


minor relatives, and wards. 


. 








oar he 
“Oudh and Bombay circ iT 
ants at the close of the yea 


or Evrore 
ACCOUNTS OF NATIVE DEPOSTTORS (1+ ab wm Bone red 
cLupINe wig ~~ reel oe IND ACQOUNTS OF LOCAL ae 
Natives OF INDIA)» trom suru 
Balance ‘Namber | Batance 
Nano Ps ot of et 
accounts, | deposits, 
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2,38,53,095 
9,48,05.472 
*81,46,340 


16,91,120 
595.590 | 7175,26,803 
“Dopesitors 34. In the ‘following statement ie depositors are OR ‘cording: : 
ese: their occupation, As in the preceding year, the largest number of accounts 
were held by the undermentioned classes of depositors in the following order, 
(1) persons of no occupation or whose incomes are derived from others or f 
their own property, (2) the professional class, and (3) the domestic class; the — 
"percentage of accounts falling under each of these classes being the same 
as in 894-95. The highest percentage of increase, however, 
_ agricultural class, the number of whose accounts increased 1 ‘Sg per cent, 
during the year, whereas ithe preceding year the industrial class s 
e highest percentage of increase :-— 


Crass |, PRovession at. 
z ~~ | Class I, 


13,785 





the x 


depositors at the end of the, year, securities 0 # 

R468, 500. were in the 3} per cent. loan while the remainder i 

ed the value of securities of the 4 per cent. loan bearing no 
‘the close of the year by closure of 


Section VII.—Insurance. aie 
ss of the insurance business of the Post Office since it was: 
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= cig gre 
rement, showing the cases in which comp 
he claims ‘were admitved during the: last two years 





sieges 





> 1 di 
Mom by ‘accident or departmertal neg oe 





rob! ‘in British 
‘ion sy highway” bery Hie coy 4 oho 
‘by ay robbery in Native States | ... e o 
y Sax 12 7) 2 
7 Value of property recovered 2) | bee *f yl 7 a3, 


being amount of claims ad- B 7 
eT fee ge __."} Of the two cases in 


which claims were not admitted “only one was actually rejected, thé other being — 
" i “pending at the close of the year. In the casein which compensation was refused _ 
athe Post Office declined to accept responsibility as the insured parcel had been 
__ delivered in good condition, under a clear receipt, and there was réison to 

__ believe that the declared contents*had not really been put into the parcel, the 

” packing and posting of which had been entrusted to a servant. 















-, Section vin —!Value-Payable System, Ma | 

38. The marginal table shows the > rapid and uninterrupted progress rei 
|| value-payable bu: 38 
Commitee. | since 1897-78 when the — 
scheme was first intro. — 
duced. The totalnum- — 


i ber of articles of all — 
al kinds sent through the 
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2, 


wee eeesees 


“realised was over x three lakhs ei eighty thous, 
















b-offices ; and of the 
addressees of value-payable 

gal Circle, ats 79 lakhs were paid to tradesmen in 
the price of goods sent by post to various parts of 
‘mount was nearly lakhs of rupees in excess of the correspon: 
ng year. There has been a Se aese et a 
, with Ceylon, introduced in 1891, During the year under report 18,464 
valu yable articles of the aggregate value of R1,76,718 were despatched. from 
"India to. Ceylon as compared with 14,455 articles of the aggregate value of 
-Ri,41,055 in the preceding year. The value-payable system has not eee, 
haapecases between ‘India and any other foreign country, 
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ae In the statement on the margin details are given of the different classes Seem | 
of articles sent th sgh. 
the post ‘under the ca 
value-payable system. 
As compared with the 
figures of the previous - 
year, the result is an 
increase of 4°38 per 
cent. in the number of 


value-payable parcels, 
of 12 95. per cent. in the 


‘number of value-payable railway receipts, of 601 per cent. in the number of 
value-payable registered letters and packets and of 0°78 per cent. in that of 
value-payable unregistered packets. The average value of each article taking 
all classes of articles together, was R11-8-6 as compared with Rti-7-8 in the 
preceding year. The average commission on each article was the same as in 
the ai ge ane . - 
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. wage. The SO iat ana 8p nS GP the Post, Office Guar. Poo 
TT ch dutag tho. gots under Yeport is given below,. The balance at the “ 

: ‘all pf the Fund, inckeding the value of Government Securities purchased on. et 
+ beh hase Liodarees from R§,79,141 on the gist March 1895 to R6,11,378, 
on the gist March 1896, The subscriptions realised from postal servants 
amounted to R24,167, while only R13,574 was decreed against the Fund in, 
connection with frauds committed by officials of the Department. The latter” 
sum, Ww ig banc the average ivnines ae Saath: 





ry 


ua . (sae . nd 5r79T 22 
‘es cent., rane 
on Government ties of, 186: ; 
inal value of Ra,1 at 
¢ cent,, for the half-years end De 
and gist October 1895 (inclu 
‘on account of refund of Income- 
‘tax erroneously deducted in 1894 
Government Securities 1854- 
inal value of R52,000, at 
half-years ended goth 


: 180) st October 1895 on tra 
1895 to gist Oc 1895 on trans-|  ~ 
J°5 the otc to the loan of 1865 . * 588 
Subscriptions realised from offici 
Imperial Post Office . . ‘ 
Subscri ions realised from officials of the 


Post . . . . . 
Recoveries on account of awards of previous 
years + . . . ° . «| 3091 


24606 


TorTat « |6,29,007 


® Inclusive of Government Securities of the inal value of R2,49,000. 
+ Ditto ditto oP nditto Riches 


41. The number of complaints made by the public during the year 
report was 15,428. In the previous yéar’s report, the number of complaint 
Me; shown as 9,710. _ The difference between these figures, however, is due not. ws 
_ + ‘any abnormal inerease in the number of complaints, but to the introduction —__ 


pret 


of a revised system of recording them. Hitherto only complaints mi Hae 


"direct to heads of postal circles, of specially reposted to them, have been ‘tn. 
cluded in the figures given in the Annual Administration Report of the Depa 
“ment. In order, however, to make the information on this subject as com 
as possible, it has been decided to include complaints made to Any postal of 
~ If only the complaints that would have beenshown under the former practice : 
‘been taken into account, the number would be 10,367, representing an i 
of only 6°76 percent. The proportion of cases in which the co nplain 
well-grounded was 34°49sper cent-, while the percentage of entirely g yund 
~ complaints was 4o°1. The remaining cases were either pending at the 
“the year, or were cases in which nio definite conclusion could be arrived at. 
to the high percentage of groundless complaints, it has always to be remer 
- that the Post Office deals with persons of all classes of life, and that the t 
- of verifying facts before complaining is not yet widely recognized even. 
“the well-educated. @ne case perhaps which has been brought t 
Postmaster General of Madras may be specially mentioned as 
_ uncommon tendency to view the action of postal officials with ur 
A lady complained with ‘warmth, that some man 
turned to her by. the Editor of oe tech newspaper, enclosed ' 
_Orger to secure privacy of the contents, had apparently, been perused. 
“the Post. Office who, she thought, had addéd insult to injury by wri 
‘to your heart ” in red ink on the cover, When, however, t ec 
ined, it-was evident at a glance that it not only bore 80 
red with, but also that the ced ink remark on which t 
” as st 


ap og geht 


)y and not “Take it to your heart 





were pent ‘ me ies ; 
we soa Ss oka? om a | 853 | pa 


ee IE: TG out of a total of 853 complaints regardi these 
special classes of postal articles, 467 or 54°75 per cent, were groundless, and that 
the proportion of cases in which postal officials were in fault was only 28°49 per © 


percentage of cases in which no definite conclusion was arrived at, 
or which were pending at the close of the year, was 16°76. As. compared with — 
the number of complaints it may be noted that there was an increase of nearly 
175,000 registered letters, over 15,511 parcels, nearly 141,700 value-payable 
articles, and over 4,700 insured articles. Complaints which proved to be well- 

Sea. wert made. by the public in respect of only 116 out of nearly 8 wnillion 
Be. tered letters, 69 out of 2,577,083 parcels, 18 out of 294,983 insured articles, 
“43. The numbtr of cases in each postal circle in which servants of the — 

guilty of offences’pun- the Pom 

| ishable by law is shown Office 
148 | in Appendix VIII, and 


The total i 60 cases of 
y order frauds, 11 savings bank 










« Four cases of fraud in respect of money orders, and one c 
ll amount was fraudulently withdrawn from the savings banks w 
ag d by persons not belonging to the Post Office. » There were 31 cases 
eu ots and theft of Government money from post office safes or from 
"apart from the cases of highway robbery which are separately dealt with, The — 

total amountStolen was R1,671-6-7, of which R617-7-2 was recovered, R72-12-0 
ittén off as finally lost, and Rg81-3-5 was unadjusted at the close e 
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abstract is given in the margin showing the number “cases 
==, in which maile were 
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plundered by hig 
«fobbers during the year 
under report and in the 
previous year, either in 
British territory “or. in 
wthe Native States tom. — 
prised in the various — 
postal circles into which 
India is divided. There 
wege 30 highway rob- 
beries of the mail during 
1895-96,. as compared 
with 19 in 1894-95. 
Of these 30 cases, 20 
, ocourred in British terri- 
te oa ete! toryand 10 in Native 
States. credse was principally in the number of mail 
robberies in Native States or foreign territory as there wére only 2 such cases in 
1894-95. The largest number of robberies occurred in the Punjab circle where 
_ the total rose from 4 in 1894-95 to 10 in the year under report, but 5 out of these 
10 robberies were the work of Waziris, from whom, however, except in one 
_case, the mails were subsequently recoyered by the Political authorities. Bengal, . 
Bombay and Madras also show an increase, chiefly as regards Native States, 
There was one case of mail robbery in Upper Burma.and oneinSind,ascompared 
_ with-none in 1894-95. There were no cases in Assam, Bihar, the Central Bere 
vinces and Eastern Bengal. = ; > PS 
46. In 11 out of the 30 cases of highway robbery the mail carriers were 
wounded by the robbers, and in 7 cases so severely as to necessitate their de- 
tention for some time in hospital. In one of the cases if the Punjab a 
_ cart was attacked’ by dacoits who were engaged in plundering a native 
Baty. One of the two cases in Bengal was only technically a case of h 
_ tobbery as it appears that, though the mail péon was robbed of th 
which he had: just taken down from the mail delivery apparatus* at 
mpur railway station, the whole affair was intended as a prac 
ig’ of roughs, and the mails were found after a few dz 
‘ance from the spot where the mail peon was attacked, 
tred in the North-Western Provin 
of the robbery is to bring one of 
a the tase Cag ocecstin 
contented themselves with 


Noumoer or Hiomwar 
Rowssares, 








British | Native 
‘Territory. | States, 
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| and one ina Native State. One of these 
made by river dacoits in Bengal, and the following, description of 


- the case will be found of interest:— . | ry 
_ The boat conveying mails from Gulisakhali to Patuakhali in the Backergunge district 
Of al was attacked cked by river dacoits at about 4 A.M. on the morning of the gth — 
- February 1896 near the village of Matibhanga on the Beeghoye river, In addition to two S 
be n there were on board the mail boat two passengers, one of whom was the postal id 
— overseer of the Fuljhuri line who was coaveying at~the time a remittance of R3,365. en 
‘Phe dacoits who actually took part in the attack were six in number. They appear to 
. hav been aware of the presence of this sum of money on board the mail boat, and 
followed it up in their own boat. As ‘the mail boat was crossing over to the Mir- 
zaganj side of the river at the hour already stated they ran alongside of it and imme- ~ 
diately attacked its’ occupants with spears and other weapons. The boatmen were 
greatly outnumbered as they received no assistance from the overseer or the other 
rape fe on board both of whom acted throughout in the most cowardly manner, but = * 
they resisted the attack bravely and succeeded, though not before they had been seriously 
hurt by spear thrusts, in wresting the weapons from their assailants. They then in 
turn belaboured the dacoits with their own bamboo poles so severely that the latter were 
completely routed and glad to draw off their boat. When the mail boat reached the 
bank, the help of some villagers was obtained and the boat taken on to Mirzaganj and 
thence to poy Hae The injuries received by the boatmen at the hands of the dacoits+ 
were so serious that it was found necessary to send the men to the Patuakbali dispensary 
fortreatment. One of them was not expected to live, and though his life was saved, “he © 
is nently incapacitated for further service. 
It should be added that a substantial reward was given to both of the 
, boatmen for their coutageous behaviour in saving the mails. 

‘47.-During the year under report there were, as usual, various cases of Casualties 
loss of life and mail property from storms and fire and other causes apart from — “ 
the casualties, in connection with mail robberies referred ‘to in the preceding 
patagraph. The following cases may be specially mentioned : The winter of © 
189896 was marked by several fatal accidents to the mail runners employed on — 
the mail lines to Gilgit and Leh in Kashmir ttrritory. Eight of these men lost oe 
their lives owing to avalanches, or to missing their way in the snow or frofh@ = = 
exposure to the unusually severe weather that prevailed, especially in February = 
1896. The mails, however, were recovered in all cases except two. In April © 
1895 Ja mail boat was sunk ina collision on the Ayla river in the Backergunge — 
district of Bengal : no kves were lost, but the entire mail on board disappeared. ~ 
In September of the same year a postman was drowned while crossing a river 
in the Moradabad district of the North-Western Provinces, and in Degember 
‘1895 a mail runner ‘was killed by a tigress while carrying the ‘mails in the. 
Chhindwara district of the Central Provinces. . He -was’attacked at 7 o'clock in 
the evening at no great distance from the small post office from which he had » — 

rted and was found-dead next morning. To these perils by snow, by flood, 
jild beasts ag Nem added if the reports of the local officers” 

“believed, The ‘case of an accident to a “mail runner in ‘that 
scribed as follows by the Post’ Master General, Madras — ~ Hcy 
on the Alur-Saklas urmail line in the Mysore Province ‘was reported 
> mail on the . 36th May 1895 to have received a wound 
Assistant asa fracture of the leit thigh bone 
e, and, the only conclusion he » atrny 
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7 amay be added that serious fires oocurfed 
»sin different parts of the country. The most im 
the total destruction by fire on the 8th April 1895 of t 
otien building which had been newly built in o! 
~ R16,000. Three small post offices were also wrecked by cyclon 
post office was seriously damaged by the fall of a tree. ge Breen Ss 

48. The establishment of the Imperial Post Office in tha different 
is shown ,according to postal circles in Appendix IX and an abstract ot 
Appendix is given in the margin. The: total suinesicet: “strength of the Post 


































49,939 on the gist 
“March 1896 as — 
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Mee * te with 
ee o cng Probe tionary "S “Su intendents, Assistant compared — + 
ae ‘ te: ts and Inspectors of 
Es is eerie Dorey. Assistant, Sub and Branch 48, 805 on the same 
othe t sters 
ss Eaxtraneous agents, such as school-masters and statton-masters , date of the rere 4 
Qoaa: ‘ “i > < The | gy 
paaer aml and other servants. * 3 % © " Bis §| i vious ¥ car. ” 
Rod establishment ss se 125370 increase under the 
ilage postm | : 
Ss llers a do ther servants em tor tele (| mins 
ignalers and other servants ployed i raph work in : several heads was 
5 | due to the general 
Torar | 


99 | development _ of - 


Post Office work, the largest increase being under the head of postmen 
and other servants. The staff of the Post Office included 170 pensioned * 
soldiers of the native army of whom 31 were non-commissioned officers and 139° 
sepoys. These men were employed in various capacities such as sub and branch — 
postmasters, clerks, postmen, or packers. Out of the total number of 170 pen: 
sioned soldiers there were 100 serving in the Punjab, and 39 inthe Madras, circle, 
During the year 1895-96, 25 wonen were employed in the Post Cfiice, of whom 24 
were Europeans or Eurasians, One of these 2§ women is postmistress of a 
head office, six are postmistresses of sub-offices, one of a branch office, fifteen ra 
are clerks, one a telegraph signaller and one is a postwoman. 

49. The charges incurred during the year on*account of printing 
done by private presses amounted to R7,805 as compared with R 
1894°95 and R13,328 in the previous year. 
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I, 50. During the year under review 110 new combined post and te 
ces were opened and 11 previously existing combined offices were 
therefore, an increase of 99 in the total number of combined ¢ 
pared with an increase of 130 during the previous year. Of the 
offices, 94 were at places which had previously been without a ( Ge 
ae graph office and 7o at places where there had previously been no ¢ 
* Railway telegraph office, The Madras and Bengal Circles head 
| new combined offices each, Eastern Bengal comin 
The i opelomaealna teas postal circle i 
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121,590. 
crease + 21°42 
® pacioding goass tee 8 “is Administration Report of the Telseraph Department 
During the yeat 334 servants 
while 116 were under training'when the year closed. 
‘ployed as telegraph messengers in 
was 252. 
ga. In addition 
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for the year vader review the namber + 
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combined offices, telegrams were received from the public at 1,611 post offices 


“for despatch by 


post to the nearest telegraph office, as compared with 1,701 


? ‘such offices during 1894-95: The number of telegrams booked'at these receiving 


offices was 47,439, and the revenue 

26,925 messages an 
; 309s qumber of messages booked by 
unt of the Indo-European Telegraph Department 
sunt of Ra,811-1-0 were 


realised was R37,08t &s compared with — 
ear 1894-95- ~ pan? 


of the Post Office qualified as signallers, - \F 
The number of boys em- — 
combined offices on the 31st March 1896 
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welvé mail tongas on the average travelled daily in. 
the hill at a cost of less than R4 for each vehicle, 
54. The system of receiving salt revenue at post offices 
oughout the year inthe North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the Punjab 
Central Provinces, and Rajputana, but the transactions, as in the prev us ti 
years, were merely nominal, although 565 indents altogether for 83,851 maunds _ 
of salt of the gross value of R2,27,128 were forwarded if the year under report 
‘to the salt depdts through the agency of the Post Office, PE ire 
__ 55. The system of sale of quinine through the agency of the Post Office 
‘Wasin force throughout the year in the Lower Proviiteés of Bengal, the Central 
‘Provinces and Berar, Assam, the Punjab, Rajputana and Bombay. 
Tn the Lower Provinces, more than 3} million packets, each containing 5 
" Brains Of quinine, were sold to the Public at post offices, and Yhe total amount 
remitted by the post offices to the Supplying depots, by ‘meats of money o 
rdse from R2q,618 in 1894-95 to 43,537 in the year iumtder report. This 
result is due to the extension of the sale o € 
+ Lower Provinces (with the €xception of, those in the Presidency town) which 
had hitherto remained outside the scheme, 

. In the Central Provinces, the total amount remitted.to the supplying depéts 
was R3,930.. In Bombay, where the scheme was inttodueed in March 4895, hey 
the total amount remitted to the supplying depéts during 1895-06 was _ 
Ri,o12. Inthe remaining Postal Cireles the sales were not considerable. peste 

The system was extended in the year under report to Sind and Baluchis. 
tan, Madras and Burma. It was in force in these Circles for a short period. ue 
only during the year, and the sales were nominal. sib 
_ 56. A Separate report has been submitted, as usual, Oh ‘the Operations of 
the schemes under which the Post Office issues life ‘ifisurtince Policies and — 
contracts for monthly allowances in favotit 6f ‘séants of the : 
gtaph departments. The scheme fo : 
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_ ‘purchased during the year under Article 867 of the 
a7 The systém of ‘paying the ‘pensions of 4, 
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and « of the year, as shown a 3 
if detail i in Appendix X under two main heads, Postal & i 
08 soe erasing and a summary will ‘betound in he Set 
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7 Under Postal ice Proper a net receipts after deducting the snout 
«due to the British, Solonial and other Post Offices were R7,83,602 in excess of * 
those for 1894-95; while the charges rose by about 4$ lakhs. The improvement 
in the receipts was due to-an increase of ‘R562, 169 from the sale of ordinary 
postage stamps, to an increase of R68,355 in the revenue derived from service 
postage stamps, and to an “increase of R2,52,242 jn the income obtained from 
money order commission and postage paid in cash. There was a decrease of Et 
Rog,002 in the miscellaneous receipts of the Department, and an increase of te 
Rg0,162 in the payments made to the British and other Post Offices. Under Vee 
the head of *‘ Non-Postal branches ” the receipts were R30,757 more than in the . 5 
preceding year. None of the items of postal expenditure call for any special ae 
notice. Altogether the receipts exceeded the charges by R37,17,91 5. ss ned 
59. In Appendix XI is given a comparative abstract of the receipts and perma 
rbot ‘the Post Office for the year including under a distinct head (111) Resiben, oe: 
. receipts and char, s which find a place in the Finance and Revenue Office. _ 
entries under this head - 
jy} are quoted ‘in the 
pee ey and if 
» tota be phot 
the total given in a 
"preceding paragraph - * 
the entire receipts - of - 
/| the year amount | 
“REN 1619 2 ad 
sof R on. 
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‘ aor oe! borne | the a a tE and 






*. A ther Departmen 
ie all i tetage on saad ‘official. corres ndence sent 
i irom India to the United ns — 
® ‘collected and brought into account) ° 










Net amount to be added 










“no iivalice has been claimed on account: of thé “services Ries 
the Department to Government in the management of the Post esate st 
Bank and in cargying official correspondence at exceptionally low * 
The Gnancial position of the Post Office of India is steadily 1 improv mp 

ear and this constitutes a further justification for improving the pay 















i ay tion of the officers of the Department, whose work and reSponsibility have 

es materially increased of late. Some of the measures that have been taken i in 

aes direction have already been referred-to in this Teport. . 

) | ae mes . 
: Section XII.—Notice of Post Office Officials. Pe 


t aha 60. | have much pleasure in again bringing to the. special notice of Gov- 
| services, ernment the excellent work of Mr. K. J. Badshah as Deputy Director General. 
I am mainly indebted to his energy, ability and grasp of detail, for the carrying — 
ke? out of the principal administrative measures of the year. Ina separate report (0 
+ as Government on the postal arrangements for the Chitral Relief Force, I ha 
ae that the chief credit for their- acknowledged success was due to’ the admi: 
' organization and control of the whole arrangements by Mr. Sheridan, the Post-. 
se Master General, Punjab, but ip a review of the year’s work, it is right that his - 
f name should’ again be prominently mentiorfed. Mr. A. Franks Ryan was 
5 specially named in the final Despatch of the General Officer Command 
Force, as the chief postal officer with the force, and the aceon 
which the onerous duties of the Postal Department were performed, 
pressly acknowledged in Government Notification No. 998, dated the 27 
tember 1895. In addition to his name, I now wish to place" before Ge 
in connection with the same operations, ‘the names of Mr. C. : 
and Rai Bahadur Salig Ram who held superintendents’ ay 
and of Mr. Appleby, the postmaster of the base office, all of whom. 
a valuable service. 4 also wish to bring to notice the good work 
Ee Stowell who was left in sole charge of the postal arrangements for 
fe as * retained fcr the garrison of Chitral and the occupation of th 
. _ communication. The services of the following officers, whose. 
~ been Acoee to notice by the Heads of Circles, also deserve 
ot Mr. L. Byrne, superintendent of the .Railway , Mail § 
"efficient "Aa ed of the Madras division, the extent ‘of 
the beginning of the year: Mr. J. P. Barker, ‘supe 
| Western Provinces and Oudh, for valuable 
: out the local audit of money orders i 
‘Rai Sapreabarg tha Charlu, superintendent. itta 
? Grose mend ail 






















































' in yt: d 3 | x 
~and energy with which he dealt with serious 






s caused by breaches in the East Coast Railway: Mr. B.K. Karan- 
perintendent of the Kathiawar division, for successful woif in dealing 
heavy. cha luding the supervision of the local sections of the 
Railway Mail Service ; Rai Bahadur Daulat Ram for his efficient arrangements 
for carrying out a revised systemzof through booking of goods and parcels, and 
the continued success of his management of the Simla line, and Mr. W. T. Van 
; + ames te of thé Rawal Pindi division, for exceptionally good 
administrative work. Itmay be added that during the year the Post Office lost . 
the Services, by retirement or death, of several officers among whom Rai Bahadur 
Muddun*Mohun Bysack, who retired after 35 years’ service, may be specially 
“named. His zeal and ability in the discharge of his duties as manager of the 
» Caleutta Dead Letter Office had been specially recognized by Government. 
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ale if ‘ F have thie hosoul 0'bé, . 
% a . Sir, 

ue ' ! 

; Your most obedient Servant, ’ 


A. U. FANSHAWE, - 


a Director-General of the Post Office of india™ 
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3 
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communication between Ran- 
Moulmein. 


goon ard 
Weekly communication between Rangoon, 
gh a gine 








Under contract with the Post Office for ten years, from: © 
Ist May 1894, on an annual subsidy of R5,05,500 


a” Bi-weekly direct communication between 
_- Bombay and Karachi. ‘ 
~ (8) “Weekly communication between Bom 
ae and Karachi vid the Coast ports. irs iy 
ry , i, 
communication between Karachi © = mesic 
(shockly come SZ the Persian Gull ports. i Pee 
1 Dail communication (Sundays excepted " 
~ ~~ can Tuticorin and Colombo. ) } ? a 
(11) Additional services between any of the fe it? 
served by the above-mentioned 
mes, and between Burmaand the Straits. ; 
ig hth ice from Negapata be pepe epee rdengel plied = pt 
; service m to a » on ent a “She Sei. 
hinges: {Scene Aaa 
By the Asiatic Steam Navigation Company. | 
uy . The consideration is not in the form of subsidy, but of _ 
(13) Six-weélély communication between Cal- nteed rates for the transport of Government stores: — 
cutta and Port Blair, with extensions toy ¢ contract is for five years, from 1st January 1895, and 
Madras and Rangoon. is terminable after the five years by a notice of six 
a. By the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company. Be a 
(14) A daily service between Mandalay and ] 
ae 1 mn to and fro each way (except te 
(a5). ¢ ervice between Myi nm and t * 
* to and fro cach wa & 
‘ sche nips ites SB Under coritract with the Local Administration ori 
(16), between Prome and| for five years from the tst January 1891 to fhe gist 
igre! myo to and fro each way (except December 1895, but the contract has been up 
; days). ‘ to gist March 1896. ig emer + Sos per. men- 
(x7) service between Thayetmyo| sem, tow ithe Post Office costribaagamsone a 
sind 1 to and fro each way. per mensem 
_ #8) service between a . 
’ and fro each way. 
(19) A service between Man- 1 
‘ hamo to and fro each way. 
. a é Under contract with the Local Administration ie 
(20) A trieweekly service ween Thayetmyo January 1896 to the 31st March 1809 but term , 


bet 
Bab Region sain eo each ways 


% of pemmemene aE the Local Administration from st 








& Cou Caleutta, an dil dtetheove & o, Hong-Kong * * , : 


Ha lar intervals) <@. we eRe ed 

* “ye Cale and the Straits and ‘ ; ep > ie & ‘*; a 
ge ong, the. dates: of departure } No subsidy. me 1 mnie 
i: ‘ ) ulated mainly with reference to x . PAB i BE yi 
é the’ tta opium sales. cae eee, cont a 
: - , Ad 

a : ; By the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
eas 29) Fort: mmunication between Cal- ) Non-coritract lines maintained b oe 
f a “ rep orn : i Colombe: touching occasion- nection with the China and f Pca 
Sol i ally at Madras. The Post Office pays by weight for the 
ik mails sent by these non-contract steamers % 

24 Fortnightly communication between Bom- 
ey i bay i Colombo ‘a 
- 
a Rein + By other Agencies. s ¢ 
re Go By River Steam Navigation Company.—)) Under contract with the Post Office trom th ov Noy. 
b Daily communication between Jatrapur 1893 to the 1st May on Annual su 5 
vt and Dibrugarh on the Brahmaputra { towards which the Bengal Government na Oy Ao : 
® a ~ River. Administration contribute R40,000. 


have been carrying the mails since the 1st March 1896. 

Monthly postal subsidy is R150, of which the engal 

wo contributes R50 and the = , 
100. 3 


ae 


2) B River Steam Navigation Company.— 
Tad a : j Oalee communication between Goalundo 
¥ ari vid Serajganj. 

. (33) oy India General Steam Navigation Com- 
girs R ny.—Daily communication between 


- 


ke: 
‘ contract was entered into with the company, but | { 
\ 


%, 52 arainganj and Silchar. (These steam- ( Under contract" with the Post Office for five * 
ba he ers, however, only run as far as Fenchu, Ist —— 1892 on an annual subsidy of oti . 
eS ganj from 1st November to 15th ‘te which 1 the Adare Administration pays half. 

fa, eae and as far as Karimganj during | ae 

“4 month of October.) Pe 

" My (34) By India General Steam Navigation ) Under contract with the Post Office, terminable at any. 1c” ] 

ay Con mpany,—Daily communitation be- = one month’s notice. Monthly postal subsidy ind 

tween Barisal and Kartikpur oid Mada- of which the Imperial Post Office contributes a ve 
Lae wipur, we 
Se (35) By India General Steam Navigation >) Under omens with the Post Office from dan 14th Sep- 
ia Company.—bi-weekly communication {° tember 1887; period not fixed, but terminable at an 
mt between Calcutta and (Cuttack o:4( time by one calendar month’s notice. Monthly. aay 
mé Za Chandbali. subsidy ie R3oo, £ 


b ss Hoe Pie 
id (36) By Messrs. Shepherd & Co.'s Steamers.—‘) Under contract with the Local Gov 1st 
- } Dail ly communication between Bombay October 1895 to 318t Ma’ 1896. The m 
r- & is R3,000, towards which the Post Office 


oyna 

te Rg69-0 and the Portuguese Government en i’ ; 
Sj 

me B | Central Flotilla Company.— ) Under contract with tne Post Office ftom rst B 

x8 s Fenda between Khalna ae. Jos 1899, but terminable i 

= d Bazisal. onths’ notice. Monthly postal 

the imperial Post Office & contri 
(38) Bp Ben gal ‘Central Flotilla Company.— a} No contract has been entered into rm: the 
our ti nd 


* 
Pes 


‘ Hosa ori kitawopn Barisal a they have been carrying the mails 
%. Taktakhali. on monthly subsidy. of R100, pee 
*y n(g9) By » Hoare, Miller & Co.—Daily No contract was entered into with the 
Re unication between Calcutta and have been carrying the nails = Sa 
: Midneae . Subsidy R6o a month, . » 
J ij (40) iA Mr. G. E. L. Dawson of Mandalay. i 












tri-weekly steamer service between 

¥ ; Buthides end Akyab and vice versd 

“+ from sst October to goth April in each 

aa 4 year aud during the remaining months 
; of each year a bi-weekly service, 


G)) By Mr. G. E. L. Dawson of Mandalay,— 
A bi-weekly steam launch service be- 


Under contract with the :— Administ 
gad 5th May 1894, but 


either , 
bythe” party giving re) months’ 4 


r tween Akyab and Paletwa and vice versd * 
: ae throughout the year, 
‘ (42). By Messrs, D: and Thom 4 

‘ ge ee daily steam laa ser- | Under contract with the Local Admi: 
f ‘vice (exeept on Sundays) from Moulmein ne, pn to a May 1895, on. Bi : 

ait eer os the service em be 

p weekly service from mein to Shwe ota, J 
> Bee ae ela 2 ™” 
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728,410 


51,378,102 





851,623 | 4,884,769 


75,320 | a3.e02 





129,09 $44,758 
63,228 
5,023 62,491 


146,404 674,398 


54,118 $7,366 87,845 
730 45,184 23,753 31,333 
£1,986 | 313,955 | 390,738 | «70,775 


| eg | eee 
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pe(ecesep ayer ee 
pajeveee|a(e a [ata 
jajerase| a) 
g)S0ena 8°22? ghavqas alate? [a] 
aeganglecas | Eee pPellaye 
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1,940,811 | 42,681 


17,117,526 | 1,938,304 | 29,456 | 2,072 


12,278,902 | 1,198,208 | 11,760] 1,27 
__ | xaaneagn_| 2,987,806 | 28,308 | 9,888 
1,286,905 | 200,008 | 3,288 | 170 


610,912 


m/e = 


—| 


* 
103,545,081 | 12,447,423 | 141,813 | 12,308 


87,143,161 |11,193,219) 133,367) 7,446 


Gross value uf ordi stamps as per this statement , r aite So 
Ditto aay tito as per Appendix X oe ee 


Telegraph aosient fo <a dedocted teong sate Postage Stamps tn the Postal ecoushs 3 sear 
Refand of dat ed rom te of Stam Hy L . 
Vive Siemeate over me the Zana far Goverassent heen crate November ‘and ‘ 

tar ia postmasters i 
Short credits ta Civil Accounts ia adjustment excess credits in previous Years 
Short credita in Civil Accoonts ander reference 
Refund of value of stamps deducted im Civil Acsousts, bat io in etanip eeiorna” 
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and Charges of the Postal Departmen 


Postat. Service. : 
age realised in Cash and Commission.* 


. . * . 


. a. * . . 


Vestérn Provinces ‘and Oudh 


6: ‘290 67% (2 & 
eee © @ e eet 6 & 
6 656-81 FF OS 6. 0 ie oe 


TOTAL 40,56,104 


Sale of Ordinary Postage Stamps.t 


iy f . ton . . 
Western ‘Provinces and Oudh 


18,90,770 
21,05,405 
20,28,651 
12,63,777 
11,74,528 
2,72,196 
3,69,100 
492,659 
3,90,508 
2,48,779 
3,60,584 
3,03,180 


@ 60 6:8 b» 24 


j 1,09,00,137 
for Telegraph - 


# 


1,19,192 
198,961 
2,71,105 
» 4,61,837 
1,56,505 
57,519 
53,234 
74,051 
65,356 
‘39,095 


C78 a0 9, &, Or 5. & Se. @ 
i 

“ef © *®ewenreeeee« 

os 5 6 6.6.8 6.°e 4s 





S Seiden _ Postat SBRVICE—contd. 


-* Sate of Service Postage Stamps. 


Western Provinces ‘and Oudh . n 


ay a ee 


and Baluchistan 


Oe CS oe tS SOF Ee 


ee ae ee 


; 


ou 


Amount due from the British Post Office on 
account of mails. 


. 
. . . . ‘ . . 


_ Payments sf Colonial and Foreign Administra- 
tions. 


Miscellaneous. 
os ol oe 


Madras: Provinces ‘and Oudh ; 
Punjab . P * 
Assam ‘ 


a 
CLONER. oc SATS Oye ef 
*.-* *- * . . a, ee Pe | * 


ee eee teg 


: 


- Ors. 
eS Be ai 


eee ee 





ct—Discount on Sale of Postage Stamps . 1,50,932 


Net TOTAL 1,60,50,948 


ctmAmount due to the British Post Ofice. 


ments to Colonial and Foreign Administra- 
tions. 


Net Amount. 


<< 5 oeeree ee ee 
oe Pease SP Ors 6° 
. *_-e-* eeee* *# ve. 
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“Contributions from Native States. 
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Miscellaneous and Contingencies. 


General of the Post Office . . ° 
oiler, Post Office . . . . . 


Fixed Stationery and House- 
rent allowance ° 
ners to Guaranteed 


° Payments to State Railwa 
‘compensation or lost in- 
sured cae alg . F 
Law Charges . . 


‘Other Charges . 















Fixed Stationery and House- 


rent allowance . Set: 51,303 
Compensation tor lost in- iby ne 
pened articles « of ie —548 5 1,004) 
Law Charges . . ef, 2 eee 
Qther Charges . . . 1,07,534 






1,58,291 : 1,64,384 


“ TOTAL 























Fixed Stationery and House- 


rent allowance ‘ 3 36,944 41,908 
Compensation for lost in- 
* . sured articles , * . 529 —I,551 
Law Charges « 5 4 293 “ Sits 
pie Other Charges . ° 5 1,06,298 1,09,930 








TOTAL Z 1,44,064 1,50,251 


Fixed Stationery and House- 

rent allowance ° . 

: Payments to Guaranteed 

ailways . . . 

Assam ,  .) Payments to State Railways 
Compensation for lost insured 

articles . . . . 

Law Charges . ‘ 

Other Charges . : . 


TOTAL ° 


i Fixed Stationery and House- 
Bint rent allowance ‘ r 

° «4 Compensation for lost insure: 
articles . . . . 


Other Charges , . 3 





TOTAL fe 


Fixed Stationery and House- 
a rent allowance . . 
ees: ayments to State Railw 
Burma. «4 Compensation for lost inoused 
le articles ,  , 
Law Charges . , 
Other Charges 






EKA, twit 


Stationery and Hone, 
rent eenen . 
Be mh ents to Gusinanent 


ilways . 
Law Charges. 
Other Charges . — 

/ Tora. 
rent allowance . 


Payments to State Railways 
Compensation for lost insured 


Law Chathes ; 


Other Charges. 


, Fixed Stationery and House- 
; | 


Fixed Stationery and House-, 
rent allowance 
foment, for lost insured 





a : i [ 
and Printing—contd. 

Cost of Stationery supplied 
by Central Stores and of | 
Stationery used for Printing! 

«4 Printing at Jailand Govern- 
ment Presses . . . 
Printing at Private Presses . 

\ Other Charges . . e 


TOTAL 


Cost of Stationery supplied 
by Central Stores and of 
Stationery used for Printi 

Printing} at Jail and Govern- 
ment Presses . . : 

Other Charges . . . 


TOTAL 


Cost of Stationery supplied 
by Central Stores and of 
Stationery used for Printin, 

Printing at Jail and Govern- 
ment Presses . a . 

Printing at Private Presses . 

Other Charges . . . 


TOTAL 


Cost of Stationery supplied b 
Central Stores and of Sta- 
tionery used for Printing . 

Printing at Private Presses . 

Other Charges . * . 


. 


TOTAL 


Central Stores and of Sta- 
tionery used for Printing , 

+ ) Printing at Jail and Govern- 
ment Presses , : . 
Printing at Private Presses , 


Cost of Stationery supplied 


TOTAL 


Cost of Stationery supplied b 
Central Stores sade Sta, 
tionery used for Printing , 

Printing at Private Presses. 


, gh OTAL 













‘Stores ad Sta-|. 
for ting . 


4 | wear ‘ 3 
ope 




























tionery used for Printing . 
° *} Printing at Private Presses . 
Other Charges . * é 


Tora. 


Cost of Stationery supplied 
B ‘ Central Stores and of Sa 
RN BENGA tionery used for Printing . 
' (Printing at Private Presses . 


TOTAL ° 


Cost of Stationery supplied b 
~~ Central Stores and of Sta- 
ANA . *9  tionery used for Printing . 

Printing at Private Presses . 


TOTAL ° 


Cost of Stationery supplied t 

Central Stores and of Sta- 

anv Batu- '  tionery-used for Printing . 

HISTAN . ) Printing at Jail and Govern- 
ment Presses . . 

Printing at Private Presses . 


Satlovage. 


er and Goods 
ostal charges.) 


©. 6 6 6M Q6 0 F666 Rw 


oR © 6 6.8 FC pret de 
ov 6a Bi &"S@ 6. 6.0.0 616 


TOTAL 


TOTAL PosTaL SERVICE. 


. 


es 
irector General of the Post Office 
ro Offi 


eee ee eee ss Ovens 


Man eS 0 ek Se 0a Sal 
Se BiSe eS. GC Te 6-6 6 Se 6 6 8 


6.6.8. 8465. 1. 67456 6 6 


Pirie ork 626) 6 6 6.6» ©» 


4,407 
37,627 
34,605 
37,861 
1,09, 289 
12,384 
613 
71574 
24,492 
—2 
4,416 

4557 


2,77,823 


1,82,730 © 
4,63,952 z 
97,52,447 
15,506,290 
. 12,29,822 
11, wep 


3.1089 
386, 1QK 
194,555 
4359232 
3,40,353 
318,114 


-1,94,770 
1947191 





“Subsidy Payments, ~ 
h India Steam Navi Com Ben 
Steam vps ee Ferries Be Dongal ee 
1  Conteal Flotilla Company ete ‘ 
Ditto ditto (Kasten Be Bengal) 
s and ich Steam Dome semen Company 


or bok 
otilla Com any (Burma), ‘ 
pile Naviga 


inet Steam. Navigt and Peat: rh (Be agg 


cones ssogua 
oe "epee 
iin tiers cv ap? for 
a and — 


ToTAL NON-POSTAL 


for service 


554 
2,44,310 
~~ 


/2,45,223 
‘ 


arent 
49926 
2,194 
1,200 © 


40,000 


6,57:504 





on account of Money Orders . 


ditto British Postal Orders 


ditto 


neous Receipts (i.e., sale of waste papers, etc).— 


Fees for Window Delivery Tickets 


12,60,879 


2,98,476 


25,02,627 


2,257 


40/64,239 


43,14,218 





\ 2 ad 
_ * L—POsTaL SERVICE. 

Salaries and Establishments. 

A Director Genéral’s Office, Salaries. 
Orrick, } Establishment ene 
uTTA. __) Comptroller’s Office, Salaries .  - 

ast lishment eo tadeeied . . Fi 
| ¢ Postmasters General; Deputy Post- 
mastegs General, and Inspector 
DENCY. . General, Railway, Mail Service, 
DisTRICT Salaries ’ , . . ° 
gs. ° | Presidency Postmasters, Superintend- 
’ ents and Inspectors, Salaries . 
Seok Eotahtibaient 
anes Roa jishment : . 
BYANCE OF ) Ferry and Boat Establishment ; 
LS. Railway Charges - : 
ONERY AND ~ 
ING . Printing Establishment « . . - MS 
“OFFICE, ae 
eLLANEOUS Aligarh Workshop Establishment +. 
. * 


e a3 


, 


. 


- 
a 


Miscellaneous and Contingent Charges~ 
Temporary Estab- 
2 li — . ‘ 
= ravelling Expenses 
a ees oe and Al Jn eee 10,318 
et - Fal’s Office. } Hill Journey Allow- 
pF 4 OFFICE, ance ; ‘ 5,514 
. Office Expenses - 13,203 
: bays orary Estab- : 
, ishment . a 47 
Compete . ravelling Expense 
vé and Allowances , ~ 4,452 
Office Expenses. 7,206 
Experimental and Temporary Estab-, 
ESIDENCY AND lishment. ’ : papas 23,175 
District * Travelling Expenses and Allowances.| 444,413. 
OFFICES. Construction and repair of Post Office - 21,438 
Office Expenses”. ; - ‘ 9,00,276 
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18,53,210 
25,25, 189 
27,47,018 


42,3924 
34495)860 
10,603,847 
10,545294 
10,83,570 
144,903 
12,06,884 
1,865,136 
12,63,017 
13,48,874 
13,41,149 
13,88,989 
14,90,802 
15,72,756 
16,17,614 
17,129,768 
17 ,49,152 
18,11,058 
18,98,749 
49,51,452 
20,35,496 


22,732,910 
7,73,744 
9,904,934 
8,25,284 

12,26,008 

" 48,35,683 


13,30,874 
14,43.410 
14,67,745 
14,91,707 


16,25,076 
16,133,383 
17,80,090 
18,57,037 
18,836,960 
19,06,351 
20,25,126 
21, 28,245 
21,80,904 
22,44,948 
20,91,107 
20,47,289 
25,11,030 
31,36, 1b, 
33,77,402 
35,84,817 
35,87 ,102 
26,838,929 
28,12,035 
129,68,076 
3166,825 


35,354,333 


37/18/0934 
38,26,338 | 


35,72,910 
33,105,456 
38,097,260 
37,07,464 
$143,201 
55123,095 
52,91,803 
59,46,339 
64,735,501 
74,37,651 
78,232,637 
89,93,415 
64,20,994 
64,48,180 
72,85,018 


88,70,858 
82,904,054 
60,310,003 
61,92,062 
65,24,338 
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| er Review of India for tho week ending at 8 am. on 
~ Saturday, December 26th, 1896. aera 


At the commencement of the week gradients were very steep over North — 
Bombay and a shallow low pressure area lay off the North onkan coast. 
Weather was fine and cool over the whole of Northern and Central India, and 
cloudy with excessive heat over the Central Provinces and the Peninsula. The 
 sainfall was confined to the extreme south of the Peninsula, and was. light in 
amount. The depression off the Konkan coast was transmitted eastwards: 
during the next 24 hours to Khandesh and Gujarat, where it remained stationary 
until the 22nd, without, however, exercising any appreciable influence on 
the weather. Weather was hence fine throughout India during this period. 
The chart of the 29rd showed that the depression although unchanged in 
. position was slightly deeper than on the preceding two days, and that it was 
beginning to influence the weather. It intensified con<iderably during the day, 
and marching eastwards passed on to the southern districts of the Central 
Provinces. its advance eastwards was accompanied by the formation of a 
secondary depression over East Rajputana. Under the influence of the double 
disturbance skies became heavily clouded in the Central Provinces, Central 
India, Bihar, and the eastern districts of the North-Western-Proyinces, and light 
but favourable showers of rain occurred in these areas of the 24th and 2sth. 
The largest amount reported on these days was 1°20 inches at Lucknow. The 
secondary or Rajputana depression drifted slowly east-south-eastwards across 
Bundelkhand on the 25th, at the same time filling up, Weather hence cleared 
up in Bihar, the North-Western Provinces and Central India, and. the only 
rainfall reported in these districts on the 26th was qa light shower at Purnea. 
The primary or Central Provinces depression occupied almost the same 
position as on the 24th, but was more diffused and filled up almost entirely 
during the day. It, however, occasioned light showers in Berar and the 
Bombay Deccan during the day, the heaviest of which was o'Zo inch at 
Belgaum, ‘ 


During the whole of. this period temperature. was excessive over the 
Central Provinces and the Peninsula and, more or less in defect in, Northern 
India—a contrast of frequent occurrence during the cold weather, 


Daily Summary.—Synday, 20th December.—Pressure had given way 
slightly to briskly in the Punjab and had increased over the remainder of India, 
Pressure was in slight defect in the west coast ‘districts and the submontane 
districts of the North-Western Provinces, and normal elsewhere, Gradients were - 
unusually steep over North Bombay, and a slight low pressure area existed off 
the North Konkan coast. The air movement was of the ordinary cold weather 
type. General rain had been received in Southern India and Ceylon, and local 
showers of little value in Mysore and the Bombay Deccan. The principal falls 
were 2°02 inches at Colombo and 1°16 inches at Wellington, Fine clear and 
much drier weather than usual prevailed over North-West and Central India, fee 

. very low humidities {were recorded at the hill stations. The lowest a 

_ 8 A.M, humidity was 19 per cent. at Mount Abu. Skies were partially clouded 

in the Central Provinces, but were almost clear over the Gangetic Plain, Bengal — 

and Burma, Temperature was below the average over No lern and Conta 
India, due to unusually low night temperature. It was, on the other han hs 

- moderate to large excess over the Peninsula, chiefly due to large excess rig re 

night temperature, The lowest night temperature recorded in India was 29"9 

| at Rawalpindi. emt BE Me ePRIE i. 


"Monday, 21st December-—The low ressure area noti ' 
coast on the previous day had been cae to Khaniesh and t as r2 


sure had fallen very slightly. A slight fall-had al ain Bee 
aethices.. ‘Geer the ronathtarot rh SR lel mn Sit 

d to rise slightly to briskly. 

! ‘one cnaerae gtomeri ieee | The westerly ci 

ee slightly less marked than on the preceding 

irea reporte calms. Skies y 
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iy, 
both in position and chi 
w ically unalte eae ce fine over the whole of 
B with much cloud in the Peninsula and the Central Provinces. 
tale bad fallen in Ceylon, the heaviest amount being 0'80 inch at Trincomalee. 
THe distribution of temperature with respect to the normal was unchanged, 
femperature remaining excessive over the Peninsula and below the average over 
Northen India. Very low tight temperatures were recorded at several stations 
in the mg big de bein cede grin see 31° at Khushab 
and Umballa, and 31-4 at Peshawar. The night temperatures at the neighbour- 
ing hill Stations, on the other hand, ranged between 36° and 45°. 
"Wednesday, 23rd December.—The pressure changes of the previous 24 
hours were ebay small in amount except in Kashmir, where the barometer 
had fallen rapidly, The distribution of pressure was unaltered, pressure 
Po segirne 4 highest in the North-West Punjab and lowest over the south of the 
Bay and Ceylon, The slight depression over ‘Khandesh and Gujarat was 
better defined than on the preceding two days, and had occasioned a few dro 
of rain at Indore, Gadhechi and* Jhansi, Humidity was increasing generally, 
and there was much ¢loud in the south of the Peninsula, Kashmir, Gujarat 
and Central India, and moderate cloud in the Central Provinces and the North- 
Western Provinces. Showers had fallen in the south of the Peninsula and in 
Ceylon, the principal amounts being 2°15 inches at Trincomalee and 0°95 inch at 
Negapatam. Tempetature was stationary in the Punjab and the Peninsula, 
bat had risen generally elsewhere. 


* Thursday, 24th December.—The depression in Khandesh had advanced 
eastwards into the southern districts of the Central Provinces and had occasioned 
a brisk to pe fall of the barometer over the Central Provinces and Berar. A 
brisk fall of the batotheter had also occurred in Rajputana and the adjacent 
districts of the North-Western Provinces, and a secondary depression had formed 
over East Rajputana, Pressure was in slight to moderate defect in the areas of 
depression, and more or less in excess in other parts of the country. Winds 
were irregularly cyclonic around the depressions, but elsewhere they blew 
from about normal directions. Skies were heavily clouded in the Central 
Provinces and Central India, and light showers (less thana tenth of an inch 
in amount) had fallen: in these areas. Skies were clear at the majority of 
-stations in North-Western India, but were moderately clouded in the eastern 
districts of the North: Western Provinces and Bihar. Showers had again fallen 
in the south of the Peninsula. Mangalore had obtained 1°72 inches, and 
Colombo 1°52 inches. Temperature had fallen rapidly in Baluchistan, and was, 

during the previous 24 hours, 7° below the average at Quetta, The high tem- 

perature conditions over Bombay had extended northwards into the Centra, 
Provi neces, and the mean temperature of the previous 24 hours was about 6» 
above the average in these areas, 

Friday, 25th December—Pressure had increased briskly to rapidly ii 

North-Western India, and was stationary or had fallen in Bundelkhand, Daghete 
khand and the pent districts of the Central Provinces. The Rajputana 
depression had drifted slowly east-south-eastwards, and was probably cehtral 
near Nowgong: Pressure was unchanged over the Peninsula and Burma, but 
ad inept ightly in Bengal, the North-Western Provinces and the eee ee 
of the Central Provinces, and the depression in the Central Provinces had Wed 
‘airly normal. winds pomiee except over the area covered by the secdn- 

ay igg (oo é directions were feebly cyclonic. Thundershowers had 
ed in the North-West Provinces, Bihar, and the adjacent districts of 
ia and the Central Provinces. The falls were less than a tenth of - 
an inch if amount at the majority’ of stations, The largest amount was 120 " 
 jhches at Lucknow. Hardly any rain had fallen in the Peninsula,” a 
Saturday, 26th December —Pressure had increased over neatly the whole 

of India, rapidly over the area covered by the secondary depression on the 
previous di and slightly to” bri ess 





















jup.’ Pressure was in considerable to large excess over Northern 
1 i and in slight excess onthe west and south of the Peninsula. 
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over North Bombay “resembled those of the 20th, when a low pressure 
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skly elsewhere, ‘The depression had probably — 
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s. prevailed over North Bombay. In this respect the con. 
























t nd Bombay Deccan 
slgaum, Bijapur and Amraoti. The most 
r was the exce and increasing heat over the ¢ 
d the Peninsula. The rere mars phi previous 24 | 
e the average in the former, 43° in the latter ‘ ie. 
Temperature:-—The temperature conditions of the week differed consider. 
~ ably from the normal over the greater part of the-country. The mean porns : 
ature was steadily below the average in Northern India and persistently above it | 
~ in the Peninsula—an illustration of the opposition between ay Pepe din ~— 
Tropical and Tropical India, of frequent occurrence in t ae } hires ‘ ec 
_decreased temperatare in the former area was due chiefly to low night temperature, — 











+s * “and the increased temperature in the latter area to slightly higher day tempera- 


ler 








~ ture and much higher night temperature than usual. Ihe following gives mean 
temperature variation data for the week :— ‘ 
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Province. of 
arms 5) is 8 -|—1'6 | —o'g ae +073 or 
Bengal and Assam_. . [23 st |— 27 a 8 —re 
North-Western Provinces and | | : 

Oudh . ° * -|—'5 —g1 —jz0 —r2 ty 2 
Punjab. : : -|—-27 —39(/—37 —3'7 —3. 1 
Bombay . ~. .  ./ +56 +55) +46 ' +570 +4 
Central Provinces and Berar | +1°3 +11 +1°5 +3°7 +3°1 
Central India and Gujarat .|—-i°6 —1'2 +0°2 +4°6 oO. 

Sind and Rajputana . .[—7 —42 —y1 —01'5 =a , 
Madras. . . +27 4274) 42'5 + . 
| +02 


MEAN FOR WHOLE OF INDIA Bx j-8 —o7 +08 














The statement shows that the mean temperature of the whole country did 
not depart to any extent from the normal except on the 24th, when it was over 
1° in excess. ai 
Rain.—As already stated the weather was fine and settled over the “ 
part of India during the first four days of the week. Local showers onaaal 
almost daily in the extreme south of the Peninsula during this period, but 
were in almost all cases light in amount and of little value. A very slight de- — 
pression covered Gujarat and Kathiawar on the 21st and 22nd, but was exer- 
cising no influence on the weather beyond giving cléud to the surrounding jh 
districts. It developed on the 23rd, and advancing eastwards passed into the ie 
southern districts of the Central Provinces on the 24th. At the same timea 
secondary depression formed in East Rajputana, The double dist e 
occasioned favourable rain in Oudh, and light local showers dn Central 
the Central Provinces, Berar, the North-Western Provinces, Chota Nagpur a 
Bihar on the 24th and a5th. The largest fall in these areas was 1°20 inches | 
Lucknow on the 25th. Both depressions filled up on the 25th, but local showe 
continued in Berar and the Bombay Deccan during the next 24 hours. 
* The accompanying rainfall statement shows that rain was rec 
twenty-two of the rainfall divisions, and that in thirteen of these ¢ 
total fall of the week was less than a tenth of an inch in amount. 
sions which obtained effective rain, i.e., average fall of over atenth ofvar 
‘were South Oudh, North Oudh, the North-Western Provinces Hills, 
the Bombay Deccan, Madras (South Central), Coorg and East Coast 
The rainfall in these divisions ed between 0°14” and 0°46", and was. 
heayier than usual in the first six divisions. aaa 
The seasonal ra 


‘stall apt ; : 

: Bihar and Onde " " o date shows some improvement in ¢ 
_« , , *he more noteworthy totals were 1-60 inches 
ie inches at two stations q, the Unao denice ne aire 
_ Inches at Tasgaon (Satara), and 1 inch at Tarabganj (Gonda), 
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es 2 ladras.—For week endii ond Fanuary.—No rain on the West Coast, 
8 and Deccan, except a Sow Seal showers in the eastern part of Cudd: 
: ‘Showers fell in parts of the Carnatic, North Arcot and Trichinopoly, but the 
__no rain in the remainder of the Central Districts. There were considerable 
“in the Southern Districts. Scarcely any rain has fallen during December in 
Deccan Districts to supplement a late rainfall of November, and none in the aff: ; 
ttion of the Circars. Water-supply in the Southern Districts and Carnatic and in ] 
". Most parts of the Central Districts is ample and also under Godavari and Kistna 
"works and Kurnool and Cuddapah canals ; otherwise it is scanty or bad except in : 
' ~ wells which are scarce in the affected tracts. Sowings still continue in the gout 
half of the Presidency and to a small extent under irrigation elsewhere. Thestand- _ 
ing crops are withering or lost in many parts of the Circars and Deccan, andinthe | 
latter tracts crops sown with November rainfall are unlikely tomature. Harvest a 
of the early crops is progressing with poor outturn in the Circars and Deccan, but _ 
fair elsewhere. Pasturage is very peanity in the Decean and Cirears, but ample _ 
elsewhere, Fodder supplies are generally low and in parts of Deccan cattle 
are already suffering, though elsewhere their condition is good. The prices of 
rice are easier almost throughout the Presidency and the prices of staple dry 
ins on which people chiefly depend are slightly c ad generally, except in — 
ae Deccan Districts, Vizagapatam and Ganjam. The price of cholam in 
seers per rupee is: Kurnool 15, Bellary and Anantapur 14}, and Cud ; 
14. The food supplies of the Presidency are believed to be adequate for — 
requirements, and large stocks are held especially by ryots in the affected. 
districts, but trade appears inactive owing chiefly to uncertainty of the cutlook _ 
in other parts of India. The numbers employed on relief works are:— Kurnool 
five works employing 3,538 ; Bellary twelve works employing 13,462; Ananta: __ 
pur one work employing 334; Cuddapah three works employing 2,209; total relief 
workers 19,543. The decrease is due to employment being available on tems 
porary field work and to the sane of weavers’ relief. The number. 
of kitchens ope and the numbers fed are as follows :—Kurnool 3,. inmates 88; ° 
Bellary 10, inmates 947; Anantapur 1, inmates 26; Cuddapah 3, inmates 109, 
» No poor-houses have been opened and no other gratuitous relief is yet givén; bat 
‘ 852 weavers in Bellary and 4,765 in Cuddapah, total 5,617, are pal chy a hes ne’ 
handicraft. Test works were open during December in Ganjam and one was 
opened on the 4th current in Vizagapatam but failed to attract workers, 


Bombay.—/or week ing Oth Fanuary.—Rain fell in i ed 
Mahals, Kanara and in sMostol deiciend Khandesh 35 cents, Kn ' a 
Ahmednagar 45 cents, Sholapur 27 cents, and Belgaum 21 cents, The 

. was beneficial to the spring crops in Khandesh and Ahmednagar; more rain 
urgently wanted for crops recently sown in Nasik, Poona, Sholapur and Dh 
The standing crops have been damaged by locusts in one taluka of Kar; 
they are soma, 8 for want of rain in Poona, Sholapur and Bijapur; 
unsatisfactory in Thana. Spring crops in Sindh, Gujarat and-Kottin’ 
a aid + also oe good in Dhsrone ; elsewhere they ate ing 

Owings of late crops have been completed except in th i | 
Khandesh, Ratnagiri and Kanara. OT he Pa leven ae f 
except in Khandesh and Dhatwar. Fodder is sufficient exe “ 
meade, ae oe = ae j itis dear in Kaira, The 
tally sulticient in the affected districts. Cotton-picki ntinues — 
abad, Broach, Surat, Kathiawar and Wadhwan and e eaters 

_ Khandesh. The condition of agricultural stock is deteriorating { 
Sholapur, Bijapur and Dharwar. Stock are healthy elsewhere bel 
of Shikarpur, Hyderabad, Thar and Parkar, Kaira, Khandesh Rate 
Kanara. Prices are rising in parts of Surat and Ratnagiri, falling 
Sindh Frontier, Belgaum. and Parts of Broach, Surat. Rata, 
Sholapur ; Stationary in Thar and Parkar, Pano! : sf 
Kathiawar, and parts of Broach, Surat and Poona, The Prices i 

* of the staple grain upon which famine wages are based are ag foll 

ks t, Belgaum 12, Sholapur 11, Bijapur 10}, Poona, Ahmednaga 
desn of, Satara 9}, Kolaba 9, The number of 
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the Poona, 4 i, uM 103, kerk oc 
test $ op in’ Dharwar hi again owing to absence 
of for employment, Shag 


.  Bengal.—For week ending 4th Fanuary.—There bas been slight rain 
in the districts of the Patna, Chota Nagpur, and Rajshahi ranyed 
There was no rainfall that could be registered in the other Divisions, except a 

slight shower ("15 inch) at Jangipur in Murshidabad, The rain has been of - 

t bénefit to the radi and poppy crops in Bihar and Chota Nagpur, but in 
P (except in the north of the Rajshahi Division) and in Orissa the 

rabi crops (and also the sugarcane) are withering for the want of it. In spite ro , 

the rain, the prices of food- continue to. rise in the distressed districts 

North Bihar as well as in the Patna district. The winter rice harvest is still 

ing, and has been eee in some districts, but prices have only fallen 
na sr ew district ; i ——_ Nenme se pay ag is from 
afew districts onty. scarcity of water is rom Pabna, parts of Nadi 
and Bankura. In the distressed districts the prices of the food aes on ry 
the relief wages are based aré-—Nadia (common rice) 10 seers, hulna (common 
rice} 9} seers, Patna (common rice) seers, Shahabad (not reported), Saran 

(maize) ro} seers, Champaran (maize) 10} seers, Muzaffarpur y 

ro} seers, Darbhanga (common rice) 8} seers, The numbers on relief works 

in receipt of gratuitous relief on Sai y, and January 1897, are shown in the 
following statement :— ‘ 


Numbers on cotahesin god inenwien ot ot raed Nember 













fallen throughout the é 
much more than half an inch. In en | 
‘districts the rainfall exceeded two inches. T 
crops which are generally reported to: be pare Bt \e-pressin; 
five progress in most districts, The arhar crop as been somewhat dar 
by frost in portions of a few districts. The numbers in receipt of relief on Sal 
day, the 2nd January 1897, in twelve districts offi ne recognized as distr 
were as follows:—Banda ‘asa Cawnpore 18,462, Hamirpur 24,888, Allaha 
94,914, Jhansi 16,520, Jalaun 26,731, Jaunpur 1 333, Lucknow ti Sa 
70,367, Rae Bareli 29,849, Sitapur 21,314, Hardoi 38,924, total . 
"This total is distributed as follows among the various methods of re 

scribed by the Famine Code which are in operation :—tmployed on relief ¥ 
"299,428, relieved as dependants 77,645, relieved in poor-houses 29,227, relie 
under other provisions of the Code 39,544, total 425,844. The numbers relieved” — 

in 24 districts, which are under observation but are not yet officially recognised as 

«distressed, were on the same date as follows :—Relieved on test works 53,165, 

relieved in poor-houses 15,125, relieved under other provisions of the Codé 2,749, 

total 71,035. The grand total in receipt of relief on the last day of the week was 

therefore 496,879. Supplies are generally sufficient. Fodder is somewhat scarce —_ 
in places. Prices are still high but show a tendency to fall ina few districts. 

The prices of staple food-grains in seers per rupee on which the famine wages _ 

are based are as follows in the districts officidfly. recognised as distressed :=~ 

Hamirpur, Lucknow, Unao and Sitapur 10, Jhansi and Jalaun 9$, Cawnpore 
10}, Allahabad 93, Hardoi 9}, and Rae Bareli 103. ras 


Punjab.—For week ending 5th Fanuary 1897.—Rain has fallen in Jullun= ~ 
dur and parts of Umballa, Ferozepore, Mooltan, Rawalpindi, Dera Ismail Khan, - 
Gurgaon, Kurnal, and Gujranwala. The fall though beneficial has been scanty, 
in no case amounting to an inch, and in only two cases exceeding halt an inct 
Prices are rising in Shahpur, slightly falling in Rohtak, and high elsewhere but 
stationary. Prices are high in Hisssar; wheat 8, bulrush millet 9, gram of, 
great millet iof seers per rupee. Pending the anticipated winter rains wheat 
is selling from 74 to o¢ seers, bulrush millet 9 to 10, gram 8 to 10, maize go} to 
1:4 and great millet 10 to 11 seers per rupee. Harvesting of autumn crops is 
nearly completed; cotton-picking and sugarcane-pressing continue; sowingsS 

* ol, spring crops on irrigated lands are still going on in some istricts. The recent 
rains have been too slight to allow of any considerable spring sowings, and the — 
sowing season has now practically passed away. The condition and prospects” 
of the standing spring crops are generally fair to average on irrigated and poor on 
unirrigated lands. Recent rain ins benefited the crops in Umballa and Feroze- 
pore. In Hissar the spring crops have not been sown on land for want of 
rain; the sowing season has passed; the recent rain has benefited canal er ; 
the water-supply in canal is deficient ; prospects not encouraging ; grain and fodder _ 
stock are exhausted ; the grain-supply being imported from Sin . ‘More rain is” 
wanted throughout the Province. The stock of food-grain is insufficient in 
of Jullundur and with the cultivators of Amritsar and Gujranwala. The y 
wheat was in places injuted by the severe night frost, but the effects 
have been removed by the slight showers. ‘The sugarcane crop is also re 
to have been injured by frost in Amritsar and Sialkot. Cattle are generally 
condition in all districts except Delhi, where they are in fair iti 
well cattle are feeling severely the strain of incessant work. Fodder is insu: 
or scarce in al] districts . xcept Umballa, Peshawar and Robtak, here 
reported to be sufficient for present needs. The average daily nu 

loyed on relief works are :—Umballa 1,167, Ferozepcre 2,833, 
arnal 2,950, and Gujrat 30,518, including 8,027 non-working chi 

* feports 11,048 and 1,9)6 non-working children. The numb 
works are:—Delhi 152, Sialkot 284, Lahore 600, Rawalpindi 
819, Gujranwala 297, and Ludhiana 116. The number on test 
very small and shows no tendency to increase appreciably. Price 

n on which famine wages is reckoned Aa FS (bul 
seers, Umballa (maize) 10 seers, Ferozepore (wheat and flour 0 
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‘early part of the week with good rain in the Northern and Eastern 
icts and lighter showers in the Nagpur country -Saugor and Narsinghpur 
‘one inch, Hoshangabad, Damoh, Sambalput and Raipur over an half inch. 
Hail storms have visited parts of Nagpur, Narsinghpar and Saugor, but the arcas 
fected are small. The prospeciscf the spring crops especially those sown late 
have been improved by the rain. This condition is now generally favourable but 
some’damage has been caused by the clouds to crops in flower such as linseed 
and tur (Cajanus indicus) Caterpillars and other insects have got into the 
gram and peas. Clear weather has now supervened and with cold nights the in- 
sects should die off.. Rust has disappeared in Nimar, ‘Lhe cattle are generally 
in good condition, Fodder is sufficient except in Hoshangabad and the Bargarh 
“tabsil of Sambalpur. Hoshangabad now reports material benefit to spring 
crops from recent rain, and eae are falling. Moch damage has been 
caused by hail in the Sehora Tahsil of Jubbulpore. Caterpillars are ravag- 
ing the pulse crops of Chhindwara. The numbers employed on relief works 
are :—-Saugor, four works employing 24,509 persons; Damoh, eleven works 
employing 11,057; Jubbulpore, five works employing 30,300; Mandla, four 
works employing 12,512 ; Seoni, 6,107 ; Narsinghpore, 7,333 ; Hoshangabad, 
six works employing 21,255; Nimar, one work employing 558; Betul, two 
works employing 29353. Chhindwara, five works employing 3,000; Nagpur, 
four works empolying 3,288 ; Bandara, five works employing 7 109; Balaghat, 
seven* works employing 7.500; Raipur, three works employing 8,550 ; 
total fifty six works, employing 146,881 relief workers. The numbers of test 
works are :—Hoshangabad 2; Nimart ; Wardha 1, employing 227 persons ; 
Chanda 1, employing 640 persons, * When the number of persons on test works 
is not separately given, they are included in those shown as on relief works. 
No test works have been closed from absence of demand for employment. 
The number of poor-houses and their inmates is :—Saugor five with 3,110 
inmates ; Damoh four with 1,315; Jubbalpore three with 5,777 ; Mandla 
two with 221; Hoshangabad two with 2,558; Chhindwara two with 358; 
Wardha one with 23; Nagpore two with 920; Bhandara three with 524 ; 
Balaghat three with 500; Raipore five with 2,109 ; Bilaspur four with 700. 
‘he number of dependants fed gratuitously is:—Szoni 489, Nimar 295, 
Narsingpur 1,397- Total number of r-houses 36, with 20,308 relieved. 
No kitchens have been opened. The following numbers have also been. employ- 
ed on railway and other ordinary works in four districts, namely :—Sau 
12,360, Damoh 9,167, Nimar 1,800, Jubbalpore 6,500, total 29,027. The 
number of relief centres open is :—Saugor 8, Jubbalpore 13, Mandla 17. The 
prices of the staple grain on which famine wages are based are :—Nagpur, Chanda, 
15; Chhindwara sti ha 12}; Bilaspur 114 ; Nimar 11 ; Hoshangabad 
10}; Jubbalpore, ni, Narsingpore, Betul, Bhandara, Raipur 10; Saugor. 
Mandla 9; Damoh, Balaghat, 8} seers oe rupee. No complaint has as yet 
béen received of the inadequacy of food supplies except in alaghat and the 
remoter portions of the Chhindwara jagirs. Stocks appeag generally sufficient 
for serveral-mionths in most districts, but there is a considerable import into 
Saugor and Jubbalpore and thence to Damoh. Near Tumsar in the Bhandara 
district there are 4,000 persons on relief works, but local supplies have hitherto 
been sufficient without imports from outside. In Nagpur and Chanda the fall 
of the price of jowar from 11 seers on the 15th November to 15 seers per rupee 
since the new crops came in is a satisfactory sign. The cold weather jowar, 
which has been largely sown in Bhandara, Chanda and Nagpur, and is at present 
doing remarkably well, should afford cheap food-to the poorer classes in the - 
pi the provinces. In many other districts if si ce os are realized, - 
the s . ‘should adequately replenish the food-supply. Exports of 
fairly extensive, but wheat exports, have contracted considerably 
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_ Burma.—For week ending and Fanaury—LOWER BuRMA; The 

pie now estimated at 1 annas. Reaping has been caapiustiifeaneean 
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ddy has decreased laegel ly in 
jassein and Tavoy ; slightly in H 
nary. The onlyrelief work is the Meiktila-Myir rail 
4sections, 2 in Myingyan and 2 in Meiktila. The daily averag 
sare: Meiktila 14,691, Myingyan 10,036. The numbers on , 
ief are : Meiktila 2,447, Myingyan 2,043, Yamethin 317. No test we 
n in any district ; there are no poor-houses or kitchens ; there isno d 
n which works have been opened and closed again on account of abs 
~ demand for employment. The arrangements for relief are adequate, and 
supplies are ample. “The price of rice has fallen owing to the new crop co 
in. Inthe 3 southern townships of Myingyan foddera nd water for cattle 
very scarce. Reports from Meiktila and Myingyan not received, gets 
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Assam.—For week ending 5th Fanuary.—The weather is seasonable. — 
Reaping of late rice is nearly finished. Outturn of late rice is average in the — 
_Surma Valley, good in Upper and poor in Lower Brahmaputra Valley. 
Prices:—common rice —Silchar 8, Sylhet 10}, Gauhati 10, Tezpur 10, 
Sibsagar 8} seers per rupee. Scarcity of fodder is reported from Cachar and — 
the Khasi Hills. The water-supply is sufficient except in Cachar. ha 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ange 2 6th Fanuary.—MYSORB: 
The standing crops are in good condition. Harvesting of ragi (Z/eusine — 
coracana) and paddy continues. Prices have slightly risen in Tumkur and 
Chitaldroog, but have fallen in Kolar. ' : 


CoorG: Harvesting of rice and picking of coffee continue. Prices of 
food-grains remain stationary. Water and fadder for cattle are sufficient. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—for week ending 6th Fanuary,—BERAR: 
Weather cool and cloudy. Rain has fallen during the week and is reported to. 
have benefited the winter crops inthe Buldana and Ellichpur districts. Cotton- 
picking and cutting of jowar (Sorghum vulgare) continue, The wheat crop 
in most places is in poor condition owing to insufficient moisture, Scarcit 
of fodder and water prevails in all districts except Basim and Ellichpur. There 
has been no material change in the high prices for food-grains. Relief works — 

* appear likely to be necessary by the end of the current month. kets 


_HypDeRaABAD,—Rainfall during the week ended and January was *46 cents. — 
Agricultural prospects in the Aurangabad Division have improved slightly, 
The spring crop is in good condition, but more rain is required in the Guibokaee ‘ 
Division. Scarcity of fodder exists. Wateresupply is decreasing. Prices:—= 
Wheat 7}, coarse rice 7, white jowari 8}, yellow jowagi 12. gram g, and tur 11 
seers per curretit sicca rupee. 















Central India.—for week ending 6th Fanuary.—86 cents of rai 
Bundelkhand during the week. Agreulenest srt have been eis 
in one district of Bundelkhand and are ih progress in other agencies, T 
Spring crops are good in Malwa, fair in Bhopal and in parts of Bundelkhar 
below average in Gwalior, and indifferent in Baghelkhand» Agricultural st 
and pasturage are good in Malwa and in parts of Gwalior, fair in Bhopal. 
indifferent elsewhere, Prices are high in Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand and 4 
rising in one and falling in four districts of Gwalior, steady elsewhere, 
is in fairly good condition. _The numbers employed on famine relief wor! 
14,055 in Gwalior, 3,978 in Bundelkhand, and 9.122 in Baghelkhand 
tuitous relief 1,789 in Bundelkhand and 1,932 in Baghelkhand. The, 

. Seers per rupee of the staple food-grain on which famine wages are 
10 to 104 in Gwalior, 9} in Baghelkhand, not reported from Bundelkh 


Rajputana.—For week ending 6th Fa —Rai : 
Pertabgarh ; above 4 inch in Deoli, undi, Pharr eae: git 
Marwar, Meywar, Kotah, Ajmere, Kishengarh, Kero, Dholepur, 













_ oe gos ake pc pa 
qcutcet, Mitag i'l ating Se and 
ywar, Jhallawar, Kotah, 


"aaadbere. The numbers on 






y Bikanir, pimp en bade gy po y 
ih a are Marwar 5,446, Kotah 1,039, Dholepurs, 284, Bhurtpur 10,830, 
r 12,554, Jaisulmere 245 ; on gratuitous relief: Marwar 1,037, Bburtpur 
Bikanir 1,715, Jaisulmere 5. "The prices in seers per rupee of the sta 
food-grain on which famine wages are based are: Marwar8 to 7, Kotah 14}, 
nse 11}, Bhurtpur g to 5, Bikanir 8} to 8}, Jaisulmere 8} seers per rupee. 


.—Kasumir VALLEY.—For week ending 5th Fanuary.—Snow 
during week. Prices continue below normal ; 24 seers per rupee. 


JAMMU PROVINCE.—For week ending 7th Fanuary.—Sufficient rain has” 
fallen in Udhampore and Bhimber; slight in Jammu and Jasrota. Prices 
stationary. Relief works are in progress, and 547 persons were employed, The- 
price of the cheapest staple food-grain is 10 seers per rupee. 





Nepal.—Far week ending 2nd Fanuary.—Rain 0°54. Weather cold, 
pre and showery. The prospects of the crops are good. Price of common 
seers, better sort 7 seers per rupee. 


DENZIL IBBETSON, 
Paha en Secretary to the Government of Ind¢a. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
~ DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. a 


. “ 
* 


Weather Review of India for tha waek ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, January, 2nd, 1897. ‘ 


The most important feature of the meteorology of the week under review 
was the timely commencement of the winter rains in Northern and Central 
Jndia and the consequent partial termination of the prolonged and severe 


“_e iling in that area ever since the end of August. 
A brisk to rapid fall of the barometer occurred over North-Western India 
or eames on the 27th and a very shallow ill-defined depression appeared 
ia eager advanced slowly eastwards during the n-xt 2¢ hours and 
to a very on secondary depression in Rajputana. The 
yas it hel formed during the next 24 
"the esi depression continued to drift very slowly eastwards. — 

and central districts of the Central Provinces on 
Lag eo apr en filled up in the eastern districts of that pro- - 
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‘in Madras, Bombay, Bengal and Burma. In th 
‘temperature, although very excessive during the first fi jays, 

ced below the normal on the last two days by the rainfall of the p 
nperature varied irregularly from the normal in Upper India and the c 
lain until the goth, after which it was in steady considerable to large defects, — 
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“o- Di Summary.—:Sunday; 27th December.—The changes of 
were Soally small a amount except in North-Western India and B tan 
where pressure had given way briskly to rapidly. Pressure was in slight to 
moderate defect locally in Cutch and Kathiawar and more or less inexcess ofthe — 
normal over the remainder of India. The excess was small in the Peninsula 
but was considerable to large in Northern and Central India and & 
Gradients were steep over North Bombay and South Rajputana and a feeble 
depression lay oyer Kathiawar. Pressure was very uniform in Northern. India 
and light variable winds and calms prevailed in that area. Moderate to | 
south-easterly winds obtained in the Deccan, easterly winds in Rajoatiee aa: 
southerly to easterly winds in Gujarat and Kathiawar. Skies were moderately 
clouded in North-Western and Central India, the Central Provinces and the 
Peninsula and cloud was extending eastwards into the North-Western Provinces 
and Bihar. Light to moderate rain had been received in the. extreme south 







of the Peninsula and Ceylon. Trincomalee reported 2°45 inches and. Negapa- 
tam 1°48 inches. Light local showers had a occurred at Ahmednagar and 
Indore and a few drops at Malegaon and Khandwa. Temperature was ig 
considerable defect in Sind and Rajputana, in slight defect in the Punjab a 
North-Western Provinces, and above the average in the remaining autaene: 
The excess was considerable over the whole of the Peninsula and was largest 
over the area defined by the stations of Poona, Malegaon, Khandwa and Akola, 
where it ranged fram 8° to 11°. ‘ HB 22 
Monday, 28th December.—Pressure had increased slightly to briskly in 
Cutch, Kathiawar and the Konkan and had decreased over the remainder the 
country, The decrease was brisk to rapid over the greater pact of Northern — 
India and very rapid in Rajputana and Kashmir, where it ranged between two 
and three-tenths of an inch inamount, The depression passing through Kathias 
war on the previous day was central midway between Ahmedabad and Indore. 
It was, however, obscured by the formation of a moderately s 
depression over Rajputana. Pressure was about an eighth of an inch below 
normal at Ajmere and Sambhar. Winds were cyclonic in direction over Nor 
Western India. They were light in force at the level of the lains ii 
depression area. Mount Abu, on the other hand, reported strong winds, | 
were overcast over the whole of North-Western India (excepting Sind) and 
North-Western Provinces and heavily clouded in the Central Provinces, 
India and the Peninsula. The double disturbance had occasioned li 
moderate, and fairly general, rain in Rajputana, the East and South Pun 
the adjacent districts of the North-Western Provinces, and a few scatter 
showers in Central-India and the Central Provinces, The heaviest falls 
0°64" at Neemuch, 0°61” at Jeypore, and 0'59° at Bickaneer, § 
continued to be received in the Peninsula. Temperature had ‘risen. : 
except in Bengal and Madras, and was higher than usual over the whe 
area with the exception of Sind and Rajputana, The excess was ne 
solely to the unusually high night temperature, mate 
Tuesday, 29th December.—Vhe secondary or Raj this. 
filled up as rapidly as it had formed, and thebasomener Getta 
to rapidly over North-Western India. The rimary depression —w, 
. eastwards through the western districts of the al Provinces, 4 
brisk decrease of pressure had occurred in North-Eastern Indi 
the Peninsula, and pressure was normal over a large part of the c¢ 
" in Berar and the Central Provinces where it was in slight defect * 
_ conditions were re-established over U India and calms an 
“were repo hen ms 
















rled from the greater part of Nort i 
over the Deccan and the pets gag the 
















in Burma and North Bombay, ant or less heavily cloud 
es Gagutt agheland an the Su nd eee 
Bu helkhand dnd the and East Punjab, and a- 
showers in the Central Provinces. — The falls were in the majorty of cas¢s less 
thaft half an inch in amount, Heavy rain and snow had fallen in the North+ 
West Himalayas and Kashmir, Minimars reporting 2°32 inches and pe be 
i . Some showers had occurred in the extreme south of the Peninsula, = 
but .the rainfall in that area was steadily falling off both in amount and extent. te 
infall had caused a very rapid reduction in the day temperature in the 
North-Western Provinces and Panjab which was hence from 7° to 11° below the 
average in these areas. The night temperature, on the contrary, remained in 
large excess. The temperature conditions continued very abnormal in the 
Gentral Provinces (due to unusually high night temperature) where the mean 
temperature of the previous 24 hours was as much as 7}° above the average, — 
+ Wednesday, goth December.—Pressure had given way briskly to rapidly in 
the Punjab and Kashmir, and sli htly in the North-Western Provinces and the 
adjacent districts of the Central Provinces and Central India, Over the 
remainder of India the barometer had risen. The primary depression lay over 
the area defined by the stations of Sutna, Saugor, Hoshangabad and Khandwa. 
Pressure was in slight defect in the depression area and in slight to moderate 
defect in the Punjab. A feeble and irregular cyclonic movement existed around 
the depression. Exceedingly vatiable winds prevailed in Northern India and 
the interior of the Peninsula, northerly winds over the Bay and easterly winds 
in the West Coast districts. Skies were overcast in the North-West Himalayas 
and light snow had fallen in that area. Moderate rain had fallen over the 
Central Provinces and the eastern districts of Central India and a few drops in 
the North-Western Provinces. The principal falls were 1 inch at Saugor and 
0°75 inch at Pachmarhi. The high temperature conditions had extended e.st- 
wards to Chota Nagpur and Orissa, and the mean temperature of the previous 
a4 hours was from 4° to 9° above the average over a large area inclu ing the 
Central Provinces, Bundelkhand, Baghelkband, the North Decean, Chota Nag- 
and Orissa. Temperature was in considerable defect in Sind and Gujarat, 
and in large defect in the North-West Himalayas. The mean temperature of ° 
the previous 24 hours was 1#}° below the average at Murree. ; 
pice tac. st December.—The feeble depression had shifted slightly 
eastwards Re 8 A.M, covered the eastern districts of the Central Peettacds 
where the barometer had fallen slightly, Pressure had increased over nearly 
‘the whole of the remainder of India —briskly to rapidly over the greater part of 
North-Western and Central India, and slightly elsewhere. Pressure was normal 
within the depression and above the average in other parts. ‘Lhe excess was 
small in the eninsula, Bihar ant Chota N«gpur and moderate over the greater 
art of Northern and Central India. Light showers had occured over'the 
orth Western Provinces, the adjacent distrcts of the Central Provinces’ and 
Central India, Bihar and Chota Nagpur, The amounts were less than a tenth 
of an inch at the great majority of stations, but exceeded half an inch at Hazan- 
bagh | 0 56") Bahraich de 0”). Snow and sleet had fallen in the North- | 
bib imalayas, [he fall was heavy in the Kumaon and Garwhal Himalayas 
where Chakrata iy eee 14} inches (melted snow) and Ranikhet 1:06 inches. 
A very tapid ‘reduction of temperature had occurred in the Punjab, North- 
Western Provifices, Central India and the greater part of the Central Provinces, 
mean temperature of the previous-24 hours averaged 5° below the met a 
ure ee 

















rs in the Punjab, The day temperat 
low the normal. ie Tee 
.The barometer had continued to rise generally ex © | 
of Bengal and the south and west of the ere 





ha n aim 4 $ im = aT, | 
ei s at Raipur and Rawalpind 
a8 0°40 oF anche, has rain had occt 
. The mean temperature remained very low 
na, Central India, Gujarat, the Punjab and the western : 
aa Provinces. It considera bly exceeded the in Bu 
_ Madras, the eastern districts of the Central Provinces, Orissa and West Beng 
Saturday, 2nd Fanuary,—Pressure was unchanged in Burma and Ni 
es astern India, but had given way slightly-to briskly in the remainder of 
_A slight depression had appeared over the Western Desert, where winds were _ 
“feebly cyclonic in direction, Light varable winds and calms obtained over the _ 
Punjab and North-Western Provinces, but elsewhere the wind directions were 
the same as on the preceding day. A tew scatterred showers of no importance 
hed occurred in the Peninsula, and heavy rain had fallen locally at Nellore — 
('28 inches) and Trinccmalee. Light snow was reported from Kashmir. 
emperature had increased briskly in the Punjab, but in other respects:the 
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temperature conditions were not mach changed. 
Tempcraiure—The tempgrature conditions of the week were very markec 
and unusual over the whole of India and Burma. As durin red edin 
week temperature was excessive throughout the week over the Peninsula as we 
as in Bengal and Burma, due chiefly to large excess in the night temperature. 
The Central Provinces also shared in this abnormal excess of poset 
-the first five aoe after which temperature decreased rapidly in that area and 
slightly below the normal. Temperature was very unsteady in North-Western 
and. Central India and the North-Western Provinces until the goth, when the © 
disturbed weather occasioned a very rapid reduction in the day temperature. 
The mean temperature of the last three days of the week in that area was | 
hence. more or less considerably in defect. F 
The following table gives variation data for the week in illustration :— * 

















Proviycg. 


Burma . . . «| $0°2 gas 
Bengal and Assam + +) #05 | $05 
North-Western Provinces and 

_Oudh . . . -|—2"'0 ats 
Punjab. ° ° —1'6 | +13 
Bombay . . . «| +51 | +46 
Central Provinces and Berar | +4°1 | +61 
Central India and Gujarat .|—o'7 | +0°8 
Sind and Rajputana . .|—3°8 |—1'9 
Madras , ° ° +| +38 | +2'°0 | +2°6 










+2°3 | +2°7. +3°2 

























MEAN FOR WHOLE OF INDIA | +0°7 | +1°8 +13 +17 


Rain,—The week under review was very i teresti te 
cal point of view, as it witnessed the ooaoaagcne one 
arb ai and Central India and the final withdrawal of tha 
a monsoon from the extreme south of the Peninsula and of the 
; A feeble ill-defined depression a ed i 
advancing slowly eastwards sided the seat these Gaya ‘ata, Ri: 
districts of the Central Provinces on the gist. Whilst real sing 
through Gujarat during the 27th it gave rise to a moderate] deep se 
ge gh ae aie however filled up with pede. idity 
; ouble disturbance occasioned burst of 
"steal gett of Northern and Central India dctiog’ the wae ie 














and 3oth, in. ' Nagpt ‘on the 31st and ist, in Berar | 
“fall was most gener. J and heaviest in the North-Western Pro- 
‘daily falls were, in the majority of cases, light, but exceeded 


| 
4 
ces. 





~The tinch — 
ach hed ) and Hoshiarpur (1°05). Moderate to heavy snow fell in the 

“Kashmir Himalayas on the 2gth’and in the North-West Himalayas on the 29th 

and gist. The fall was heaviest at Minimarg, where it measured over two 

in depth on the goth. In the Peninsula light rain was received in the ex- 
~ south‘on the eu and 28ih and one or two thundershowers on the 2gth, 
after which no rain fell beyond a heavy local shower at Nellore on the and. 

_ The retreating south west monsoon rains of 1896 in the Peninsula hence termi- 

nated on the 28th, — wh ‘ 

_... The concluding rainfall statement shows that effective rain, #7, over a 
—~ a bom ne rr “eo pra over ~ ae eo Chota 
f r, North Bengal, the Nort estern inces, the Punjab (excepting the 
western districts) Khandesh, Berar, the western and central ainsiont of the 

Central Provinces, Central India, Rajputana, South Madras and the Coro- 

“ mandel Coast districts. In other divisions there was either no rain throughout 

the week or there were only a few drops. The total fall of the week in the area 

“of effective rainfall ranged between 0°15 inch and 2°72 inches, while the antici- 
pated rainfall in the same area varies between o’o: inch and 0°35 inch. There 

“was hence a very large excess over the greater part of the area, some divisions 
obtaining over ten times the norma fall. 
‘With the present week ends the period of the autumnal rains. The chief 
features of the rainfall distribution of the period with respect to space may be 
‘summed up as follows :— 


(1) The rainfall was practically normal in Burma, the eastern districts 
of the North-Western Provinces, the Submontane, South and 
North Punjab, the Central and Eastern districts of the Central 
Provinces, Sind, Baluchistan and the central coast districts of 
dt, Madras. 

(a) It was in slight to moderate excess in South Oudh, South-Central 

Madras, Gujarat and the eastern districts of Central India. 
(3) It was in considerable to large excess in North Oudh, the Central, 
Western, Submontane an Hill districts of the North-Western 
Provinces, the South-Eastern and Hill districts of the Punjab, 
Malabar, Kathiawar, East Rajputana, the Western districts of 
Central India, Hyderabad (South), South Madras and the south- 

ern districts of ahaa “ ‘tee € : 
wy It was in slight to moderate defect in t ssam , North 
mer @ Bengal, Bengal Hills, Chota Nagpur, Bihar, sade hat 
vo Deccan, Khandesh, the western districts of the Central Provinces 
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ais 
7. 


. and Central Madras. ee 
(5) It was in considerable to large defect in Arakan, East 


? Cachar, Assam_ Hills, Deltaic and Central Bengal, Orissa, Comea ; 
By isla and West Punjab, Konkan, Berar, Ganjam and Circars, 


"Ie may be noted that th e of the rainfall of the period i 
Nort gl Central India pl scsck two occasions, sa eit aa , 

fo the asth Novem! rand from the 24th December to the 1st January,and 
‘Hence its distribution with regard to time was very abnormal and irregular. = 


ae 


a 


x 





z 












7 ( 
% ©=©Do. (Hill tracts) . 
| 9. Do, (Brabmaputra) 
pe | 10, qheerd Boog 
. 11, Centri Os 
Bewaat anv, Assam | 1a. North do. 

| 1g. Bengal Hills 

Orissa 


14 . 
15. Chota Nagpur 
10. Bihar (South) 
<4 Do. (North) 
18, North-Western Provii 
























oS ee & Le 


. 
. 
re | 













Norta-W BsTERN 
PRovINces AND 
‘Ovupu. 
(Hills) + 
a6, Punjab (South-East) . 
1. Bo. (South) 
pals ; 2 (Central) 













bowsay asp MALA- borg Me 
“pin Cosst Dr8-() 30. Mysore. a 
sprocts(Mapras):|| 37. Konkan. ‘ . 
38. Bombay Deccan ° 
39: Hyderabad (North) . ' 
‘go. Khandesh- .é ‘ 
41. erar - . . 
42. Central Provinces 










f 
Caursat Prov- 
ie yuces AWD BERAR 


Bomsar (NORTH) - 
“Rigrorana AND 


 Cuwrear Teor. 


. Mapras 











| 52( 
HEM R J, 


a Offes Asst. Meteor olag 
t 7th Fanwary 1597, Pa Ba aahet. 


te 






feels ie 











0 
ve sepa 


aize has risen in Champay 












e food-grains on which 
te) 10 seers, cae ( omm ia 
Shahabad (maize) 10 seers, Sarat ) 10 se hy 
(maize) 10 seers, Muzaffarput (maize) 10} seers, Darbhanga (cowl 
9} seers. The numbers on relief works and in receipt of gratuitous 
lief on Saturday, the gth January, were—Relief works— Nadia (8th anuary 
85 (men 1,471, women 292, children 722), Khulna (6th January) 282, Pat 
9 (men 203, women 270, children 135), Shahabad 1,480 (men_ Som women — 
626, children 294), Saran 4,496 (men 1,101, women 1,949, children nS 
hamparan 79,054 (men 31,014, women 27,483, children 20,557), Muz 4 
2,441 (men 1,620, women 385. children 436), Darbhanga 46,132 (men 21,187, i 
women 17,659, children 7,2 5) total for the whole Province 135,979 against — 
86,898 in the previous week. Gratuitous relief—Saran 3,759 (men 782, women — 







Saran "(satis)" 





























: 2,259, children 728), Champaran 3,407 (men 744, women 1,460, children 1,203), — 
| Muzaffarpur 275 (men so, women 137, children 88), Darbhanga 17,163 (men 
3,650, women 8,740, children 4,773), Nadia 54 (men 9, women 40, children 5); 
total for the whole Province 24,668 against 1 3,593 in the previous week. ure 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—Fur weet ending the oth 
Fanuary.—Save for some light showers in the districts of Garhwal, Almora 
and Dehra Dun, there was no rain during th: week. The crops are generally | 
reported to be doing well. Cane-pressing continues and irrigation is bei 
carried on in some districts. The numbers in receipt of relief on Saturday, ~ 
the gth January 1897, in sixteen districts officially recognised as distressed. 
-were as follows: —Agra 5,623, Etawah 7,730, Banda 109,633, Cawnpore 39,031, 

irpur 33,972, Allaha 1,40,622, Jhansi 20,865, Jalaun 35,3 6, Jaunpur 
25,911, Gorakhpur 6,803, Lucknow 38 140, Unao 17,632, Rae Bareli 35:75, 

pur 25,816, Hardoi 48,680, Bara Banki 13,902; total 605,548. This total 
is distributed as follows among the various methods of re'ief prescribed by the © 
Famime Code which are in operation :—employed in relief works 384,944, relieved 

as dependants 128,996, relieved in poor-houses 37,568, relieved under other fests 
sions of the Code 54,040. The numbers relieved in twenty districts which are 
under observation, but not yet officially recognised as distressed were, on the | 

E same date, as follows :—relieved on test-works 30,087, relieved in poorehouse ah | 

~ 12,466, relieved under other provisions of the Coe 14,591 ; total 57,144. Bot 

_ gtand total in’ receipt of relief on the last day of the week was therefore 

662,692. Supplies are generally sufficient. Fodder is somew at scarce in 
| places, Prices remain high, but show a tendency to fall in some districts — 

i and to rise in others, The prices of staple food-grains on which the famine 

wages are based are as follows in the districts ofhcially —— as diss 
* — tressed :—Cawnpore, Jhansi, Jaunpur, Lucknow, Bara Banki, and Unao10 

Allahabad, Hamirpur, Sitapur and Jalaun yf; Hardoi 94; Banda 10} and 

Bareli 10$ seers per rupee. | * pins: 


















_ Punjab —For week ending 13th F$anuary.-—Rain tas fallen i 
Rawalpindi, Peshawar and parts i the Umballa, Focpaan te yee : 
Ismail Khan, Karnal, and Gujranwala districts, but the fall has been . 
_ slight exceeding one-tenth of an inch only in Rawalpindi and Peshawar w 
it was over half an inch. In Hazara, Kohat, Kangra and other districts | 
specially reported on, the rainfall has. been more undant, but the 
Southern districts have ph received no *gencral rain. Cot 
_ and sugarcane-pressing are still going on in some districts. The 
Se spring ¢ ops has been nearly completed, except in the northern. 
_. The cor 
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dthe recent rains have enabled the people to tinue : 

itior and prospects of the i ie gti 

ut poor in parts of Rawalpindi an in the deg rracts 
1 Suffering from drought in Mo 
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wed. DY hich has also lessened the ,outturn 






















, Peshawar sof Amritsar. Pasturage and fodder are in- 


, Umballa, Peshawar apd parts ¢ urage and fodder are in- 
fficient or scarce in all districts except Umballa, Peshawar and Rohtak ; in. ~ 


they are reported to be unprocurable. The average number of 


¢ 
31,924 in Gujrat, 3,397 in Karnal (including 151,282, 9,521 and 92, respectively 
gratuito 
2,750 nocrwarting children in Hissar, and that on test works :—is 871 in Lahore, 
je in Rawalpindi, 

udhiana and 298 in Sialkot, 1,100 men are also employed on ordinary works 





from the District Fund in Gurgaon, The total number on relief, and test works — 


: w HW 5 » tes : 
kot. 7 tle are generally in poor condition owing to — 
ity of fodder ; their condition is said to be good to fair in 


usly relieved), 926 in Umballa and 152 in Mooltan, } 7,529), including ; 
1,178 in Rohtak, 400 in Gurgaon, 223 in Gujranwalla, 102 in. 






employed on famine relief works is :-—1,033 in Delhi, 1,789 1n Ferozepore, — 


is about 60,534 egainst 49,000, ast week. Prices are. slightly falling in all, - 
districts exce t Amritsar, Shahpur and Dera Ismail Khan, as a roth ng of the. ry 


partial rainfall, but they are still high everywhere. Wheat is selling from 


7} to. gk seers per Tupee ; gram g.to 11, great millet 11 to 11}, bulrush millet oy 


g} to 10, and maize gf to 114 seers per rupee. Prices of the staple food-grains. 
on which famine wage 1s reckoned are :-—Delhi (bulrush millet) 9 seers, Umballa 
(maize) 10 seers, Ferozepore (naite) 11 seers, Mooltan (wheat) 9 seers, Rohtak. 


(gram) 10 Sex Ts, Gurgaon (bulrush millet) 10 seers, Ludhiana (maize) 11 seers, _ 
Sy . 


and Lahore (wheat and flour of maize) 8} seers per rupee. » 


Central Provinces.—For week ending 1 3th Fanurry.—The weather has | 


been generally clearer and is getting warmer with high winds, Bilaspur re-_. 
ceived og! cents of rain. The spring crops are coming into ear and are on the . 
a 


whole in fair condition. Some slight damage is reported to pulse from frost 


in Mandla, and to gram and pulse from caterpillars and insects in Seoni and : 


Nagpur. Fodder and water are sufficient except in Hoshangabad and in parts 
of Seoni, Nagpur, and Sambalpur. The numbers employed on felief works from 
eleven districts which have sent in reports are :—Saugor 26,507, Jubbulpore 
Eh obtin cr gp 9,328, Mandla 13,448, Seoni 6,409, Ratenigeees 11,t4t, 
oshangabad 19,992, Nimar 989, Wardha 275, Nagpur 2,912, Bilaspur 3,107, 
including 21,33 gratuitously relieved, total 145,163, There were also 19,11 
employed on ratlway work in Saugor and Jubbulpore. A test work was ope 
on the ee January in Chanda and attracted 1,054 persons. Prices of the 


4 . 


‘ood-grains on which the famine wages are ased are :—Saugor 8}, 


Damoh 9, andla 8}, Seoni as Narsinghpur 10, Hoshangabad 10, Nimar t, | 


ilaspur 1! seers per rupee. 


“Wardha 112, Nagpur 15, and 


\Burma.—For week ending oth Yanuary,—In Lower Burma _reaping — 
and t ing are progressing and in Upper Burma the cultivation of dry- © 
weather paddy is in — The» standing crops in Mandalay are wither- — 


py ees a ‘of rain. The crops on irrigated lands i Minbu which have not. 

failed are estimated at 14 annas. The Poy on lands irrigated by the 

Meiktila and Minhla lakes in the Meiktila- 

in the Lower Chindwin areaee 
in Soengnage Mandalay, considerably in Bassein, and slightly 






















istrict is alfmost an entire failure. 
erally poor. The price of paddy has 


sp ga sete iad Sigiik oder = Sivae 
ks are:-+Meiktila 16,407 and a 7,669; on 
crete 07 2s Meee cele 
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_ Coors + Harvesting arvest ng of rice is nearly completed ne 
tinues, Prices of food-grains stationary. Water and fode 


Berar and Hyderabad.—for wees. ending 13th F AR : 
_ The weather is cool. Standing crops are in poor condition, Wotton pickin 
and cutting of yowar (Sorghum vulgare) are almost finished, csi up © 
land for the next monsoon crop has commenced in Akola and Basim. Scarcity 
of fodder and water prevails, .High prices for footl-grains continue and relief 
works appear likely to be necessary by the end of the current month, 

~ Hyperapap: No rain. More rain required in the Gulbargah division 
for the improvement of the ‘standing crops; other divisions report the spring 
crop to in good condition. Prices are :—wheat 7}, coarse rice 1%s 
white jowari 10%, yellow yowari of, gram 9}, and fur 10§ seers per current 
sicca rupee. 


Central India.—For week ending 13th FanuoryNo tain fell in ‘the 
Central India Agency during the week. Agricultural operations have been 
completed in four districts of Bundelkhand and are in progress in all other 
Agencies. Spring crops are good in one district of Gwalior and one of Bundel- 
khand ; fair in four districts of Gwalior and one of Bundelkhand and in Bhopal ; 
bad in remaining districts of Bundelkhand ; indifferent elsewhere, Agricultural 
stock and pasturage good in two districts of Gwalior; fair in Bhopal; and ine 
different elsewhere, Prices are high in Bundelkhand, and Baghelkhand; steady 
elsewhere. Opium is in fair condition, The numbers of persons employed on 
famine relief works were :—Gwalior 7,753; Bundelkhand 7,270; Baghelkhand 
16,583; and on gratuitous relief :—Bundelkhand 1,736; Baghelkhand 1,998. 
Prices of staple grains on which famine wages are based, were :—In Gwalior 10 
to 10}, and Baghelkhand 10} seers per rupee. 





Rajputana —For week ending 13th Fanuary.— Rainfall ; Bikanir 39 cents, 
no rain elsewhere, Aghesiteant operations are satisfactory in rwara, 
hallawar, Kotah, Ajmere, Jeypur and poorin Dholepur. The spring crops are 
‘air in Bikanir; sowings completed in Meywar and Jaisulmere, Standin 
crops are generally good exceptin Dholepur. Harvest is good in Jeypur an 
Bhurtpur; below average in Haraoti; and average in Ajmere-Merwara, Cr 
have been slighty damaged by frost in Meywat. Agricultural stock generally 
good except in Bhurtpur. Pasturage or fodder are sufficient except in Tonk, 
and in some tehsils of Jeypur, Dholepur, and Bhurtpur. Prices are rising in 
Pertabgurh and Meywar; falling in Jhallawar, Ajmere, Ulwar, and Bikanir ; 
high in Haraoti; and are steady elsewhere. ‘Jhe numbers of persons employed 
on relief works were :—Marwar 6,768; Kotah 964; Dholepur 5,155; Bhurtpur 
11,002; Bikanir 12,093; Jaisulmere 643; and on gratuitous relief :—Marwar . 
1,119; Bhurtpur 315; Bikanir, 1,486; Jaisulmere 9. The prices of staple 
— on which famine wages ate based were -—-Marwar 8}; Kotah 144; 
nolepur 11}; Bhurtpur 10; Bikanir 8.seers 13 chittacks to 8 seers 4} 
chitt acks ; and Jaisulmere 8} seers per rupee, Re 


Jammu PROVINCE.—For week ending 13th Fanuary—Light showers ter 
rain. Prices stationary. Fodder scanty. Relief — in plies 
persons employed, ce of the staple foad-grain is 10 seers per rupee. 
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Kashmir.—KaSHMIR VALLEY.—For week ending sath Fasuery.— 
rupee. i adity ut 


- Nepal.—For week ending oth Fanuary—N 5 Toe eee 
weather has been cold anil Clouily, Maro ein pte re ut the 
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(DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 
ae a (FAMINE) . 


REPORTS ON AGRICULTURAL PROSPECTS IN INDIA, 


The following papers are published for general information :— 
from the Goverament of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, 
i to the Government of India, No gt, dated gth January 1897. 
a.—Telegram from the Government of India, to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India, dated roth January 1897. 


1—<From the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, to the 
Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 91, 
_ dated Allahabad, the gth ee 1897. 


In this Goyernment’s letter No. 196, dated the 23rd November 1896, the 
Government of India was informed of the agricultural situation and prospects of 
these provinces as then ascertained, and an estimate was given of the area 
and population affected by the failure of the harif harvest, the anticipated defi+ 
ciency in the area of the forthcoming rabi crop, and the number of people for 
whom it would ‘be necessary to ae relief. That letter had scarcely been 
despatched when reports of rainfall in varying amounts were received from ae 

atts of the Province, and the Lieutenant-Governor thought it advisable to ca 

Por reports from his District Officers as to the alteration which the rain had 
made in the situation. The Government of India was informed of this in the 
end of November, and in my official letter No. 417, of the 15th December, it 
was stated, on the strength of provisional information received from Commis 
sioners of divisions, that the Lieutenaht-Governor had reason to hope that with 
fair winter rains the numbers who mi be expected to come on relief would be 
less by about 25 per cent. than the 100,000,000 units for one day which His 
Honour bad previously estimated, The reports of District Officers and the re- 
vised estimates of the Divisional Commissioners have now come in, and they 
have been supplemented by a special return of the rabi area sown in each district 
up to the 15th December, obtained by field-to-field inspections of the yilege 

aris, The Lieutenant-Governor has further informed himself, in the 
‘course of a recent tour through the Bundelkhand districts and in the west of 
Qudh, of the state of those portions of the Province in which the failure of the 
crops has been greatest and distress is most general and onounced. 
agin report, — it has been delayed beyond the date wi ich His Honour 

originally fixed for its submission, has gained thereby fullness and ac 
curacy, and may be regarded as a final survey of the situation as determined by 
the — condition of the people and the prospects of the raoi crop now on 
the ground, 

Fa? All. officers are agreed that the rainfall of the last week of November 
Was t60 late to materially benefit such kharif crops as were still on the ground, 
except arhar (a species of pulse) and sugarcane, and. also too late to enable 
rabi sowings to be completed under ordinary conditions. They are Ba yer 
agreed that in whatever locality the fall exceeded one-quarter of an inch the 
rabs already sown was  greauly benefited, and further radi. sowings effected over 
an additional area. The- peculiarity of the rainfall was its uneven and capri> 
cious distribution. In the Meerut Division, which, | axing to. the canals and 

kharif already the risks of scarcity, the fall was 
generally good, varying in most districts one-quarter to, four-fifths of an 
Tn this division consequently a cot a willbe little short of ms 
normal, varying from per cent, in the haranpur district to 94 per cent, “tis 
~ Bulandshahr, In the Rohilkhand Division the average fall exceeded two-fifths 
‘of an-inch, and was ere beneficial to the sendy tracts which characterize 
i it, Moradabad, and Bareilly ou tighten 
ivisior rain was heaviest in the tracts which already were best off and lightest 
‘the worst tracts, But its general effect was to change the spitation in this 
sion from one of very considerable gravity to one distinct hope. Passing 





districts, In 










wil ie tr sg 
) pe of the normal ra 
comprising portions of both division 
was slight, but the natural moisture of t 
@imate have done even more than was anticip 
pplemented by extraordinary resort on the part ¢ 
onstruction of temporary wells and to every form pe bo ee | 
- Division fairly good rain fell in the Basti district, placir ond 
each of crop failure, and in the northern part of the Gora ict. T 
southern and part of the central portion of the ‘latter distri and the district 
Azamgarh were practically untouched by the rain, and this tract bad all along. x 
been regarded with considerable apprehension. But here also the | bar] 
“qualities of the soil and climate have helped the cultivator, and two-thirds of 
_ the normal radi area have been sown. In the Benares Division serious difficule 
‘ties were not apprehended even in the absence of rain in November. _ Most of 
the districts received a fair amount of rain, and in the division as a whole nearly 
four-fifths of the normal area have been sown, There remains the Allahabad 
Division, which from the first has been regarded by the Lieutenant-Governor 
as the weakest area in the Province. In these districts good rain fell in. the 
greater part of Hamirpur and in part of Fatehpur, Cawnpore, and Jhansi. Else 
where it was too slight to materially improve the raz prospects. Banda and 
Allahabad, in particular, were practically unaffected by the very light showers 
which they received, The result is seen in a radi which in the whole division 
is only 44 per cent. of the normal area, and falls to only 25 per cent. in Banda 
against the November estimate of about 50-per cent. It may be doubted 
aril in Banda more than 20 per cent. will yield a crop. age 
. The prospects of the radi according to the torecast given in paragraph 
7 of she letter of the 23rd November and as now. pscetined sei an 


follows :— ‘ 























































































Division. 

+h RE lk SS SET SPECS RS ER 
Meerut fF . ° . ° 2,918,714 2,17742 
Rohilkhand. «s+ ee | 23,802 xBenese 4 
Gorakhpur « & @-6 ‘ . . e 2,411,686 1,460,8 60 
a ee a +| 1,793,390 135.168 59 
Allahabad . ‘ ° . : ° ° 3,012,173 1,263,078 42 
Agra ° e ° . . . 2,104,597 1,273,910 58 
Lucknow . * * ° . . 2,472,714 1,002,832 41 
Fyzabad . + 2,804,092 1,511,848 54 

Tortar «| 20,051,158 58 











The area actually sown is thus more than two million act greater. wat 
card _ re and er s were still going asin if than 
at the date the patwéris made their field in i _ represents es 
somewhat less than the real facts. Kee the =e nent seal 

4. As regards the condition of the crops, they may be snid0b teal 
rally promising. They are backward as compared with ordinary years, 
is now uncertain what effect this noticeable backwardness may have 
outturn, The cultivators, however, are hopeful, and seem toe) 
most districts an average crop over the irrigated area, and 4 
rain within a month, a moderate crop on unirrigated and on lat 

' This expectation the Lizutenant-Governor himself shares, Dx 
week in December rain fell in most districts in good amo . 

one-half to one and a half inches, and wherever the fall pores Bs 0” 

inch the radi is, at all events for the present month, secure, 

Governor believes that with ordinary good fortune, by which 

further fall of rain within @ month and immunity from severe fros' 









est i Hig Price: 

c made on these provinces, the sit 
|; But the general opi ion of grain-dealets appears to be 

alls altogeth hart of anticipations, prices will not rise higher* 









prices should decline after March. ; 
_5. Passing now to the question how far the ascertained ‘eta s of the 
_ wads affect the estimate which in paragraph 10 of its letter of the 23rd Novem- 
~ ber this Government made of the number of persons likely to require relief 
under the provisions of the Famine Code, I am to say that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has now ascertained ae all doubt that the necessities. of Bundel- 
_-khand, of the portion of the Allahabad district lying south of the Jumna, and 
“of the Hardoi district in the Lucknow Division, are greater than he had hoped 
would be the case. In all these regions, except Hardoi, large tracts had little 
“orno rain to speak of either in November or December, As regards the 
* Bundelkhand districts, the situation, as it presented itself to the Lieutenant- 
Governor in the course of his recent tour through them, is described in this 
Government's Resolution No. 551, dated node December 1896, of which a— 
copy has already been submitted to the Government of India. Briefly, in 
‘wmone of these districts do the rabi sowings represent so per cent. of the normal. 
‘area. In Hatrirpur the percentage is 46, in Jhansi 37, in Jalaun 27, and in 
Banda only 25. On much of the land which has b sown the crops will be 
‘poor. This, following a succession of bad harvests, fias quite broken the Banda 
and Jalaun districts, and very serious! crippled the other two, The state of 
‘southern Allahabad is no better than the state of Barda. The pressure on the 
relief works has begun at least two months earlier than last year, and there are 
atthe present time onthe relief’ works ard in receipt of gratuitous relief as 
‘many persons (166,000).as in the middle of. April last. In the Banda district 





14 per cent. of the entire population are already in receipt of relief, and the © 


Lieutenant-Governor considers the Collector's estimate, that in the time of 
maximum pressure before the rains 25 or even 30 per cent. of the population 
will require relief, is not excessive, The total number relieved (reduted - to 
units relieved for one day) in the relief operations in these Bundelkhand districts 
which closed in September last, was 18} millions. It will not be safe to count on 
less than 40 millions of units (for one day) as likely to fe mat relief in these 
districts during the present scarcity, The most recent information as to the 
southern portion of the Allahabad district which the Lieutenant-Governor: has 
received shows that its state issas bad as that of Banda, and large relief 
-measures are found to be necessary. For the Allahabad Division as a whole the 
. Commissioner, following the District Officers, estimates the numbers that will 
_ require relief at 57 millions of units for one day. Precision in such a matter is 
4nattainable ; but, having regard to the rapidity with which the numbers on 
telief are increasing in his division, the Lieutenant-Governor does not think 
th estimate can be reduced under 50 millions. 
6. In the Lucknow Division the most seriously distressed district is Hardoi, 
_ The Lieutenant-Governor has recently passed through it on tour, and is 
Satisfied that as regards the labouring and the low caste population famine exists 
in all parts in an acute form ; that relief works must be kept open till the rains 
~ on a large scale ; and that gratuitous relief will have to be afforded to large num- 
bers in villages who are unable to work. The Deputy Commissioner estimates 
it from 10 millions to 15 millions of persons (reduced to units of one da ) 
require to be elated, -and the Lieutenant-Governor would not place the 









os lincanein chee. Commissioner's revised estimate is 22} million units, w 
_ the estimates of the District Officers reach 27 millions. The Lieut: ante 
mor thinks that 25 million units for. one day may be taken as the 
ximate limit to which relief in this division may run. geal sae 
‘Tegards the rest of the Provinces, the reports received from 
ic! division the following revised catinatee of the ‘umber of 
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D ‘falls altoget rt | 5 
are. The Lieutenant-Governor believes that, with a fairly good = 










eat less than 10 millions.of units. Of the remaining five districts of the 
»w. Division, four have been formally recognised as distressed, and 
»under the Code are in progress. For the Lucknow Divine: aie 









Be th a ; 
Unicare ee 27 
ate: Ss Rentres 7: 
_ Gorakhpur 

Ae Fyzaba F Sn 
mip ie bone i Toray. 


Sa ee. fyy eee 


This gives a total of 113,000,090 units for one day for the entire Province 
~ accordin . the revised estimates of the local officers, And as these estimates 

are beset on a far more precise knowledge of fatts and probabilities than was 
‘obtainable last November, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that they be 
accepted. The estimate does not differ widely from the estimate of 100,000,000 
units for one day, which, with the knowledge possessed in November, 
to Sir Antony MacDonnell to be a probable measure of the difficulty to be met. . 
If since the circumstances have been improved by the rain of Novemberin _ 
certain of the affected divisions, they have become much worse in B 
and Allahabad, which have had no rain to speak of in November, and “ of 
which have fared badly in respect of the December rain. Here the low esti- 
mate of radi sowings made in November has not even been verified, and the 
prospects have accordingly become more gloomy. ; t 

It is hardly necessar¥ to observe that these numerical estimates are not 

put forward with the object of restticting relief within definite limits. The 
only limitation to the relief to be given will be the necessities of the people, 


8. In paragraph 7 of this Government's letter No. 196 of 23rd November, 
mention was made of the heads under which the relief system falls. Iam now 
to say that the arrangements in force under these heads have hitherto been 
' generally sufficient. Plain indications, however, appearing that distress would 
rapidly grow, the organization of relief, both by means of public works and by 
village relief, has been largely expanded, and it is believed that the system 
is now capable of meeting the strain to which it will be subjected. There will 
be need in the near future for reinforcement of the provincial Public Works 
establishment, and, as pointed out in paragraph 25 cf the letter of the a3rd 
November, the services of some young military officers for inspection pur 
would be very useful. On these points the Government of India is being 
separately ddvscned. 


9. The condition of the people in the affected tracts is, with the ion 
of a few districts, fair, and the same may be said in regard to the c ion 
of labourers on relief works. In the worst districts the people now coming on. 
works exhibit signs of privation, but, so faras has been ascertained, there is 
no evidence of any exceptional mortality from want of ford. The system of 
village relief in the distressed districts is now being so extended as to take 
account of every individual resident in a village, by winnowing the indigent 
from those who have means, to save the former from distress either by pro- 
viding them, if able to work, with work, or, if unable to work, with gratuitous 
reiief. 1 am to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
of instructions recently issued in this connection. It will be an object 
with the relief administration later on to obtain suitable work from those- 
gratuitously relieved at their homes. 


___40. The vast majority of the persons receiving relief come fromthe labour- __ 
ing classes and the poorer cultivators, mostly of low caste, But latterly OE Fost 
the better cultivating classes who have sown their rabi are coming rh es Se 
on relief works. There may be here and there Persons who could do without 
Government help but they are comparatively very few. From enquiries which : 
' Lieutenant-Governor during his present tour has made on several 
he is satisfied that these people, though in good condition, are in need 
They generally state that if the rahi harvest is fair, they will leave 
March and not return again, And it may be assumed that men of 


ee * The information from Gorakhpur is ourmerically indeGaite, 
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68 4519 | 41378 | 
4 7.964 390,423 
340,470 3160} 34! Bis, 
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Torat, Meervr Division 2,327:758 | 46,085 | 2:374651 


17:3 27141 
1,42 
33.093 
12,719 
- 10,486 
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Torar, Acra 1,413,980 62,190 


335:167 21,97. 
234,631 6,1 
434,642 15,283 
3759927 6,1 
263473 | 1515) 
; $ + + | 1359209 3,146 
Torar, Romirknanp Division 1,778,149 68,346 | 1,856,405 


359,437 9474 | 368,911 
179,134 4545 | 183,679 
12359445, 2,307 227782 
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. 98,272 393° 102,202 
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4 354 ? 
281,049 | 19,077 | 300,726 
283,939 7,000 | 290,939 


*| 1,384,370 | . 60,385 | 1.444.755 | 1,758,307 
Shae €5,381 | 741.553 | 1,026,327 
eA sel eal 555795 Sa'008 636,754 
ae 4334 | 392.474 | 443,300 
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anuary 1697, from the Government of India, # 
ih Jed eny' Seordary of jate for India. ee 
| for each Eroviane ite Page Pe 
Pe ring proviton, part some affected “istrcks ore ‘unatiooted, Bat ' 
trying poorer classes throughout Northern and_Central India even Meee, 


es severely : 
ilure of especially in the towns. ; A ath 
Punjab hae 28 relief works with 30,489 workers and 10,278 children, besides 353 o' 
on relief in five’districts ; area 16,800 square miles ; popu 4,189,000, Al 
86 works with 4,391 workers and dependavts open in ten ox 80. 
|. niles ; population 6,559,000. Numbers on test works not increasing, 18 of above} on 
jm two districts, area 6,800 square miles, population 2,007,000, about to be closed, test > 
works in three other districts, area 6,800 square miles, population 1,974,000, already closed as 


premature. 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh have 64 relief works with 279,428 workers and 77,645 
dependants, and 47 poor-houses open with 29,227 inmates, $9,544 others on 
relief in 12 districts; area 26,200 square miles ;. population 11,273,000, They algo have 92 test. 
works with 58,165 workers and pp and 65 poor-houses open with 16,12) inmates, be- 
sides 2,749 others on gratuitous in 24 other districts ; area 50,600 square miles ; popula- 

























tion 26,013,000. 
Bengai has 87 relief and three test works with 86,476 workers and ; 

18,000 children, in six districts ; area 16,600 << miles ; population 13,546,00u, pest 

five test.works with 422 workers open besides three osed as premature in two iots ; 

area 4,200 square miles ; population 2,948,000, Total area severely affected at 6,700 


square miles, population 5,251,000, Eight terol open and 13,593 on ‘ 
"Burma has four relief works with 24,727 workers open in three districts; area 11,200 
square miles ; population 767,000 ; and 5,407 on gratuitous relief, Area severely affected at 
present 2,600 square miles ; po ulation 212,000, - 
Madras--in four Deccan districts, area 27,100 square miles, population 3,699,090—has 21 
relief works with 19,543 workers and dependants and 17 poor-houses open with 1)170 
inmates and 5,617 weavers employed in weaving. Total area at present affected ,500 
square miles; population 1,206,000, Test works in two northernmost districts, area 25,600 
square miles, population 4,700,000, closed as premature. ; 
Bombay bas eighty relief and twenty test works with 165,833 workers and 63,931 depend- 
ante, open in seven districts ; area 43,000 square miles, population 7,009,000, Eight test works 
with 2,679 workers and dependants, open in Belgaum ; area 4,700 square miles, population, 
1,013,000, ‘Total numbers on gratuitous relief 6,917, Test works in Dharwar, area 4,600 
square miles, population 1,051,000, closed as prematare. : 
Central Lrovinces—tourteen districts ; area 60,200 square miles ; population 7,824,000— 
bave 99 relief and three test works, open with 149,062 workere and dependants, 
29,027 employed on ordinary railway works. Two more districts, area 13,200 square miles, 
population 1,019,000, have two test works open with 867 workers. In twelve of above districts 
1 -poor-houses open with 16,027. inmates and in three of them 38 centres of village relief ‘ 
a I: li classes lief are mainly lo ae 3 
n all provinces on relief sre mainly low castes and labourers, with 
in Madras, Bombay, and Central Provinces specially employed in weavi : fon ele 
on rélief, except in Burma, where distinction unimportant, and in districts of N. : 
| estern Provinces and Oudh, and Central Provinces, which have suffered from padarg 0 ei 
1 harvests in succession, where emall cultivators already on relief and even some of better classes 
beginning to come. General condition of people fairly good or good in affected tracts. But 
where weakened by several bad harvests in succession, especially in parts of North-W. Eas, 
Provinces and Oudh and Central Provinces, they exhibit manifest signs of privation ph ong 2° 
coming ou relief works or into poor-houses. And everywhere great suffering existe amon 
classes reluctant to claim Goverument relief till last resources exhausted, Peer veg psi} 
in many affected tracts, and in parts people are disposing of their eattle often at pen 
Health and condition of relief workers where satisfactory, Relief arrai ; 
adequate in counection with the present distress, i previous! t 
well, Owing to suddenness of demand for relief over large area, 
strictly enforced at first, but this now remedied and organization 
meet growing demands. Numbers on relief will now increase rapidly aud 4 
till reaping of spring harvest in March-April gives employment, pe pod remain 1 
autamn crops reaped in September, ‘Lenlhods, ce ectated by Govern ; 
much for their tenants, and private ebarity active, especially in larger Mescie Bs! 
being freely given by Government geverally without interest for construction 4 
wells and embunkments, to exteud and secure spring crops and for employme 
strickea in agrtcaltural improvements, Stamp uty remitted in Ba v 
private, for rebel of distress. Government forests thrown open to grazi 
of jungle products and oi ag meg lr pr Vouk au 
ie ample ia Burma; adequate in where RE a 
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13,25,000 
142,000 
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é Raye! P y 4 4 . 
€ ; a Ch wile ; - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, te i . i : . 
. iS ~~ EINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 5 — 
ata git" OY. ACCOUNTS and FINANCE. ee 
: : Savings . ‘ ae oa 
. os ty 4g 
‘ “a m4 
* RESOLUTION. ar 
a . . ‘ ee ‘eat 
be , | 
a 4 Calcutta, the 13th Fanuary 1897. ae 
‘ READ again— — he 
Resolution in this Department, No. 2270 A., dated the 18th May 1895, prescribing ‘a 
revised Rules for the guidance of depositors in the Post Office Savings Bank, 
be 
i . _ RESOLUTION—The Governor General in Council is pleased to decide = 
* that for Rule 43 of the above Rules, the following shall be substituted (the ve 


notes under the Rule remaining unaltered) :— 


PURCHASE OF GOVERNMENT SECURITIES. ; 

5 43. Any depositor may invest the amount of his balance, or a portion of it, 

x in Government securities through the Post Office. If the balance to be invested 

: is that of a Public Account (Rules 39 and 40) or of a Regimental, Police, or ; 
otfier Conjoint Account (Rule 41), the notice of withdrawal prescribed in certain’ 
circumstances by Rule 39 (7) and Rule 41 (e) will be required before the invest~ 
- ‘ment is made. Any person, whether previously a depositor or not, may also 

purchase, through the Post Office, Government securities of the nominal value’ 

ij of Rioo or any multiple thereof not exceeding R1,000 in one year and R3,000 

“* Gn all, by tendering in cash the amount necessary for the purchase. An applica. 

tien ‘on the form prescribed by the Director General should be presented, — 












pe together with his passebook, by a depositor desiring to make an investmeny 
* under this rule. The application will’ then be forwarded to the Comptroller, 
_* Post Office, who will take the necessary steps for the purchase through the 
fe Comptroller General :— iat 
Bae oe . (@) The paper purchased will be of one of the guaranteed 
Beta oe cent loans, or of the 3 per cent loan of 1896-97 as tat 
& ; application: if no loan is specified in the app cat 
¢. = ; ‘jnvestment will be made in one of the 3} per cent - 
i ae Ce loans, preferably, that of 1865. re 
‘.__{8) If the investor wishes to have the paper sent to 
La re make a special request to that effect : in the b 
- request, the paper will remain in the custody « 

troller General. If the paper remains in the cu 





















NUT a eet ‘of the other guaranteed 34 per cent loans. The 
7 ie a eas investor may at any time apply through the local Post Office = 
Sack el for the delivery to him of paper thus held by the Comptroller. 
* General, If the investor applies to haye the paper sent to : 
him, it will be enfaced for payment of interest at the local 
Treasury and forwarded to the Post Office for delivery to the 


investor. : Pa 








Orper.—Ordered, that copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the Dir- 

-ector General, Post Office, with reference to his letter No. 186 C., dated 11th ; 

November 1896, to the Comptroller and Auditor General, and to the Comp- vay | 
troller, Post Office. 


Ordered also, that the Resolution be published in the Gasette of India. & 
for general information. : ‘ >” a 
J. F. FINLAY, 
Secretary to the Government of India.” é 
* GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. x oF 
re FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. a7 
SraTIsTics AND COMMERCE. 
~ Customs. 
; No. 156-8, R., dated Caloutta, the 12th January, 1897. a 
ORDER—By the Government of India, Fixaxon any Comamuncr DapaRraet. ti: 
Rrav— fe ‘ . 
Customs Circular No, I of 1897. i 





_ OnpERED, that the circular be published for general information in the 
Supplement to the Gazette of India. - ; ; 


J. P. FINLAY, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 





. 


Customs Circular No. I of 1897. 





From—The Government of India, Prxaxcn axp Commence DaranTuent, . 
' No. 5439 8. R., dated the Slst Deoember 1896, 















. -tethn Seoteary t6 the Gorerament of Bengal, Hinnocial Derertnent - 
- Pam directed to acknowledge tho recei of letter No, 5924 S.R., 
dated the 11th: - 1896, suggesting that rchines for the cleaning of 


December 

included exemption allowed in No, 14 of Schedule 1V 
: font Actin respect of machinery for ihe milling of rice. Bs 
os 1 emientta offimport duty on a clean- . 


- to the I 
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<p SUPPLEMENT TO i 


he Gazette of Endia. 


No. 4.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 1897- eee 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. Paty 


A Suprrement to the GAZETTE OF Inpia will be published from time to time, containing such Official Papers and : ne ‘ 
as the Government of India. may deem to be of ‘interest to the Public, and such as miy usefully be made 
tnown. es of the Legislative Council of His Bxcellency the Governor General will in future be published in f 
Part VI af the Gazetre. oo 
Non-Subscribers to the GAZETT may receive the SUPPLEMENT arately on ment Ri i 

delivered in Caloutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The > tee fot and Pane vi of rf Aze may y lec be 
scribed for separately om a payment of Rupees sit per annum ifdelivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. é 

| No Official Orders or Notifications, the Publication of which in the Gazette or INDIA is required by Law, or which v 
it has been customary to publish in the aoa hye pt will be included in the SuPPLEMENT. For such Orders and 


Notifications the of the GA7RTTR 
7 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. A 
eg Bets PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. Je 
RAILWAY STATISTICS. . : <4 
RETURNS OF ACCIDENTS QN INDIAN RAILWAYS FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDING 
WITH THE 30th JUNE 1896. Z 
ee No. 42 R. Stat. dated Calcutta, the 16th January 1897. 
lati RESOLUTION—By the Government of India, Public Works Department. 
W ~ “ 
Read again— : , 
ne Gorramest of India order No. 242 R. Stat, dated the gth July 1896. 
~ Read also— eee | 
General of Railways, No. 17 Stat., dated the of 


The following note by the Director 

Re aath Jan 1897, with abstract returns of accidents. to trains, etc., on the 
open lines of railway wy India for the six months ending with the goth June 1896. 
+ AAS wer ? + nl oy. Pre | 

[Accidents 10 trains, rolling stock, permanent-way, etc. = 
s to trains, rolling stock, petmanent-way, ¢tc., during the six 
h the goth June 1890, as shown under abstract No. 4,0m 
of the aceompanying returns, caused the death of 20 coe 
oes. The number of persons, (both killed and injured) was 
i e corresponding period of the previous year, 
nerease, as will be seen 
f accidents and 


period of the previous — 
oe ee 















Six months ending Wit the goth June 


: a a a Vert 


Six months ante retin the Goth ae | 
Corresponding period of 1895 


‘Segoe eg re th ye | 
Corresponding period of 1895 . ad 
rine wife iene ths hy . fot: 

of i895 . . 


2. Itwill be seen from the table below that with an increase of 3°81 per cba: 
in the mean mileage worked and a decrease of 3'09 per cent. in the train- 
run during the six months ending withthe goth June 1895, the number of acci- 


dents increased by 172 or 6°58 per cent. as compared with the corresponding 
period of the previous /yedr : 


ss | INCREASE OR DECREASE AS COMPARED Wilh tan nnn 
~ INCREASE OR ‘DECREASE, 'AS ‘COMPARED WITH THE COR-_ 
1 . RESPONDING PERIOD OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR. 


‘Accibetts. | ‘Mean ‘mites. ‘Enemn-tecation, 
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 Collitions: between, ponds. traits or parts of, ganda trains 
coe gat of goods: trains, engines, etc., leaving 


1 ; 
frais. or engities travelling in the'weong direetion through 
Trains running aver cattle on the line, « > 

Feains running over olistructionsonthe line =. «+ 

The bursting of tubes, etc, of engines: 

The failure of machinery, springs, etc,of engines. 

Under the head “ Other accidents” " + + + 


Metre gauge. 
Collisions between goods trains or parts of goods trains mat 
Gopi Esaiee ar pense oe trains, engines, etc., leaving 


Trains running over cattle on the line 
The tailure of machinery, springs.cte, Ghengines + 


Fire intrains erp Lady AM ag as aa 


+5 


—2 
+3 
+10 


+h 


oT 





43. |) 75 
—37 ) ~3KoE 
+32 | #939°33 
+42 a +79 
—% | sh 
+39 b 62a 
+43 +2654 
+3% | +760a 
+24 +3200 


¢ +4195, 
4 a1 | 335 


It will be observed from the foregoing,.that the principal increases on the 
standard gauge lines occurred under “Trains or engines travelling in. the wrang 
direction h points,” 32 accidents. or 133°33 Per cent., partly due. to more 
‘accurate classification ; under “ Trains running over cattle on the line,” 42 
accidents or 7°13 per cent,, partly due, it is stated, to the drought and conse- 


quent scarcity of fodder, villagers having in many 
1 a 


cases driven their cattle on 


. to the railway line to graze; under bursting of tubes, ete., of engines,” . 
_ gg accidents or 6a'goper cent; under “The failure of machinery, springs, etc, of 
engines,” 43 accidents or 26°54 percent.; under “ Fire in trains,” Fal accidents 
the head ts or 32° 


or 76'00 percent. ; and 


“ Other accidents,” 24 acc 


cent. ; and on the metre gauge railways under “ Trains running aver es 


“on the line,” 60 accidents or 9°33 Pet Cent. Pos 
above and partly also to the opening of new lines; 


sibly due to the cause noted 
and under “ The failure of 


r, springs, ete., of engines, 33 accidents or 41°25 per cent. 
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‘Indian railway with 190, 


h Western (state): railway with 
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Madras railway with 87, the 
section) with 78, the Indian 
(state) railway (metre Sauge 3 


r was highest on the Oodey- 
a accident in 5, oer 
Bengal Dooars railwa next with an average of 1 In 6,123; 
-Dibru-Sadiya, the A "Ben , the Southern Mahratta and the — 

erage of 1 in 6,739, 


r in 6,795, 1 in 8,21 mn 
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Mway coming beh tL dee “tis ° 
Gackvats Dabhoi railway with 1 in 51,488 and the | si 
asp in. i. ¢ : ‘ a r ; 
‘Under ahs head “Trains or engines travelling in the wrong 
sh points,” the largest number, viz., 31, occurred on the Gr 
sula raflway ; under ‘The bursting of tubes, etc., of engines,” | 
, viz., 56, occurred on the Madras failway, next to that line c 
h Western (state) railway with 30 accidents ; ‘under “ The failure of 
ery, springs, etc., of engines,” the largest number, v7z., 64, -occurred | 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India railway, next to that line come the G 
Indian Peninsula and the East Indian railways with 53.and 41 accidents on pie 
respectively ; under “ Fire in trains,” the largest number occurred on the Great 
Indian Peninsula railway, vis., 34 accidents, next to that line comes the Madras 
railway with 24 accidents ; and under the head “Other accidents,” the 
number, vis., 30, occurred on the Great Indian Peninsula railway, next to t 
line come the North Western (state) and the Bombay, Baroda and Cent 
India railways with 20 accidents on each ; under the head “The failure 
machinery, springs, etc., of engines,” although, as noticed above, the largest 
number of accidents occurred on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
railway, standard gauge, vz., 64, the metre gauge lines also showed an increase, — 
the largest number on these railways having been on the Southern. Mahratta — 
railway, véz., 27. ; goat 
In relation to the train-mileage run, the total number of accidents was * 
highest on the Jorhat (state) railway,‘which gave an average of 1accident in 
1,673 train-miles; next to that line comes he Dibru+Sadiya railway, with an 






































Bers 


average of 1 accident in 2,771 trainemiles; then the Bengal Dooars, the 
Assam-Bengal, the Oodeypore-Chitor, the Southert Mahratta and the — 
Rohilkund and Kumaon (including the Lucknow-Bareilly section) railways ~ 
with averages of 1 in 3,499, 1 in 4,181, 1 in 4,795, 1 im 5,311 and 1 in 5,403, 
respectively. ob : ys Cael 

The lowest number recorded relatively to the trainemileage run was onthe 
Bengal-Ndgpur railway, viz., 1 in 24,704 train-miles, the East Indian railway 
coming next with 1 in 23,247, then the Great Indian Peninsula railway with 1 in 
22,158, the Oudh and Rohilkhand (state) railway with 1 in 91,871, the North— 
Western (state) railway with 1 in 16,588 and the Rajputana+Malwa,railway with 





%y 















1 in 13,971. ) hie 
W.—Accidents from other causes not involving accidents to trains, etc, 
6. In addition to those included in Division I, the casualties to ge 


servants in the employ of railways or of contractors-and to others, from causes not 
involving accidents to trains (which are detailed in Abstract No..2) are compared, 
~ separately, for each gauge, with the corresponding period of the previous year in 
the table below : ‘ id oe 


SIX MONTHS ENDING WITH THE jor | 4 
JUNE 1895. 
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ives the number of accidents, as cla 
The following table Bene) resulted in loss of, or injury to, 





ct No.4 of the returns, wh 
and shows the railways on which they occurred : 









Standard gauge, 
j Indian. M4 . " 

Western — * ‘ 
Oudh and Rohilkhand (state) . 
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Bombay, Baroda ana Central India . 
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Bengal and North-Western 
Eastern Bengal (state) 
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- The increase in the total’number of persons killed during the second 
quarter of 1896, as Compared with the corresponding quarter of the previous‘year, © 
is due to the occurrence of a fire in a passenger train on the 27th April 1896, . 
on the East Indian railway, and the decrease in the number of persons injured Riu 
| te the occurrence of serious collisions on the 29th May 1895 on the mig 
Western (state) and onthe 14th April 1895 on the Oudh and Rohilkhand 
(state) railways. 

9. A brief description of accidents which resulted in loss of, or injury 
to, life and limb, is given below : sie aN 
East Indian railway.—On the 25th April 1895, a door of a compartment 
of acarriage attached to a down passenger train havin remained open, 
with the open door of a wagon standing in a siding at Meméri station. A cooly: 
engaged in loading the wagon was injured, ‘ 2 


| 


we 


On the 27th April 1895, while the up passenger train was running 
between Sikandarabad and DAdri stations, pang sta which were Hae AE 
- surreptitiously carried by a third ‘class passenger in his personal luggage for use 
at a marriage party, suddenly exploded. One third class and one e ea 
third class and postal van and the mails in the latter were a RN 
_*  stroyed by the fire, and 1§ passengers injured. Eleven of these gel 
f subsequently died. ie he Ea aS 


‘On the goth May 1896, a collision took ace at Asansol station 
an up goods train and a pilot engine, owing ie the latter having sta) 


eae 


+3 


















ae orders. A railway servant was injured. 
ee: North Western (state) railway—On the and April 18¢ 


++ rane was derailed in the Piprf station yard, owi its being ¢ 
2 me “not being manned by eas men. hk colby wan aad: PH 
e On the 19th May 1896, an up mail train ‘avi 
cane at mile *$* pig 3 flag siaian. ‘The beckdent 
_ absence of the gateman. The owner of the camel was injured, 
On the rath June 1896, at mile 10 between. Sarsd ae 
\s, the door of ion sla attached toa.down wha ra 
Jumna bridge. Arrailway servant wag injured, = 
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plteaye's oly was run into by 
ak Dradeat ak tho Be ta ine. Atrolly 


Quah and Rohilbhand (state) raitway.—On the 14th June 1896, 
om train ran into a bul lock bei the sacl at at hed yey 
killed anda-man injured, ; 


" i East Coast (state) raitway.—On the 24th May 1896, a bullock cart was 
» run into by an up goods train at the level-crossing at mile 45—11 between Ellore 
and Bhimadél stationss The cartman was killed. 


Great Indian Peninsula railway.—On the 15th April 1896, an up ‘tranship 

train ran into a bullock cart at a level-crossing gate near Kalydn station, owing 

to the driver of the cart havittg probably opened the gate and got on to the line. 
The cartman was killed. 


* On the 21st April 1896, an up goods train ran over a cow at mile $3 near 
Ghoti station, and a woman, in endeavouring to drive the animal off the line, 
was run over and killed. on 


On the aoth May 18096, at Igatpuri station, the door of a third” class 
carriage having been opened by a ange to answer a call of nature came in 
contact with the pillars of the station. The passenger was injured. . 


On'the agrd June 1896,  landslip occurred at the south wing No. 2 abut- 
, ment of the Sukkur viaduct at mile 536} near Gadarvada station. Three men 
were buried and seriously injured, one of whom subsequently died. ‘ 


Bombay, Baroda and Central India railway.—On the 3oth April 1896, the 
engine of an up mail train failed between the home and distant semaphore 
-. signals at Navsdri station, and the engine of a goods train which had_ arrived 
from the opposite direction was sent to assist in backing the mail train on to 
the platform line. The brakes of the vehicles on the goods train*not haying 
been properly pinned down the rake ran forward, there being a decline of .1 in 
500, and collided with the two engines. A railway servant was injured. 


On the 13th May 1896, the engine of an up train which started from the 








platform siding at Bandra station without authoritative signals ran past two . 


starting signals at danger, was derailed at points leading into the main ‘line 
owing to their being set for the dock siding and collided with the empty rake of 
a down train which was being backed into the dock siding from the main line. 
Two passengers and a railway servant were injured. 


Bengal and North-Western railwayi—On the grd April 1895, an up 
mixed train ran into an ekka at a level-crossing between Sewan and Mairwa 
stations. The drivervof the ef4a was slightly injured. . 


7% J 
- | Eastern Bengal (state) railway (metre gauge).—On the 6th May 1 
the engine of sae ome train failed at mile 48 on the Dacca RAH si, Pa 
to a tube, the brazing of which was defective, blowing out of. the boiler thosate 
the fire-box door on to the tender, The driver was injured and the fireman 
died subsequently from the effect of injuries received. . 


On the gth May 1896, some empty wagons while being shunted on to the 
‘main line at Ndrdéyanganj station were admitted into the station line and 
‘collided with an up mixed train, through the carelessness of the traffic staff. 
Four passengers were slightly injured. ' 


ee ‘OrDER.—Ordered, that the above note, with the abstract returns and © 
recy Pie oe ; appendices thereto, — 
ss be municated — 
for information to — 
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sade Oth Kenusiy tthe lieve 
ranced eastwards to the north-western 
s, where pressure had given way slghely Prosnune read tah 
i, risen briskly to rapidly in the rear of the wave in Baluchistan 
per Indus Valley, thus re-establishing normal high pressure conditions 
e Punjab. In other parts of the panty, the barometric bn conn: had 
ght, and did not affect the distribution of meget to any extent, — 
2vement + dg sages normal both in oe ee ri 
almost rom cloud in Burma, ewe! en ia, 
Padviaces and Gujarat and more or less clouded in other districts, 
had again fallen in Kashmir and the Murree Hills and light 
Baluchistan and at a few stations at the foot of the Punjab Hir 
‘mean temperature of the previous 24 hours was in moderate jae in- 
d Assam, normal in the North-Western Provinces, the Punjab, and 
India, and more or less in excess of the normal in other divisions. The 
Was more than 5° in amount in the area, including the Deccan, 
He ing districts of the Central Provinces, and was absolutely 
in Baluchistan, where it averaged as much as 10° at iy eS 
Thursday, jth Fanuary.—The changes of pressure were generally 
and unimportant, with the exception of Upper Burma — of ‘the submo 
districts from mean to Sibsagar, where pressure had tb 
Pressure was in slight to moderate excess i Open nin es 
_ Burma, Upper Assam, North Bengal, North Bihar and the si 
eh Thettionh-Wesvers Provinces, Over the remainder of I 
from the normal pressure conditions were insignificani. T 
‘was passing eastwards through the Gorakhpur ‘cice Segetacee 
ee: al in progress over the Persian-Baluchistan region, where i 
Be. briskly to rapidly, and the weather was disturbed with. much. clout 
| and light showers of rain, Winds had shifted to south and eeahoner 
ioe ey pet were unchanged in India generally. 
. rain had fallen in India during the prenieesing hours, while 285 
: fad been received at Trincomalle in Ceylon, perature h 
Baluchistan, and was now only about ri poet eenemene at Ou 
had, on the other hand, increased rapidly in the North-Western 
and was in area, 
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re | hi 
"(Indian corn) 1 c 
, Muzafiarpur (Indian, con at 
chittacks per rupee: Te sae 
atuitous raid ‘on turday, fhe veth 
4176 Asien 2,300, women 3 children A 
women 24, children 103), Patna guides ab 
, Shahabad | 1ag9. an ss9.nomen 61, 


, women 6,347, children he 
alg 20,854), = Ey 4,975 (men: 24d 
men 49,422, women s5951; 


Darbhanga 98,117 
vat hole Province 233,846 cant 136.9 
ou et: Nadia 12 (women), Khulna Pipkin Big tee ton i. 
ran 4,710 (men gol, women 3,015, 
' Sob als fe children 1, He mr I (335, 
ren Phas y bhanga 94, 34,543 ‘(men 7,603, vooiet 18,1, 
the nt TOVINCE 44,423 against 24,668 wt 
un on private relief :—Relief works: Saran ( 
. women 1,251, chi a Darbhanga Barbhang 
ct 167, pleases 1 


“ estern Provinces and Oudh.—For week ig 
— valle were re igh showers of rain in most districts . Bes 
Almora and Dehra Dun over one inch and three inches were. 


recorded. ‘The spring crops are doing well; those on noinigane 1 


q iy, 8284 ne pressing continues and irrigation is still ie 
€ A Sigh of locusts passed over a portion of the. 
- trict and caused slight injury to the crops. The numbers on ce 
: Sie iae, 16th dansety, ip 16 districts otticially as dist 
follows :-—Agra 10,043, ver , Banda 121 
7 Ete. Allahabad 134.345, Jhansi. 97 54 stn 
hpur 24,848, gk agy! Unao 21,6 
i 55,994, Bara Banki 18,418, tot 
es =. los ang the various wee telief 
code which are in : 
dependants iaonee, ee ssc isk a reas 
sions of the famine code 85,951. Pethe numbers 


_ which are under observation, but not yet. 
were on the same date as follows :—Relie, 


oorlysapedg 12,911, relieved under other 
su ab gi The grand total in receipt of relief 
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ahnas in Minbu, and are good in Magws 
“crop varies from four to ten annas in Fakoxk! 
ds in Meiktila. el pe eg ae sub-division fal 
rare) crop has been reaped. Peas promise an eig'™ Av 
p St or in parts of Mciktila: and Myingyan.* The F 
isen slightly in Rangoon, Thongwa and Thayetmyo, and t 
sper Chindwin ; considerably in M yang ee hate 
‘slightly in Tharrawaddy, Amherst, and ndalay ; whi 
nary. The numbers on relief works were :—Meiktila 599; 
4,683, On gratuitous relief :—Meiktila 2,995, Yamethin 325 and } 
2,627. The price of rice in Meiktila is 8 seers 15 chittacks and 
seers 5 chittacks per rupee. ms SE ae i 
‘ 
- Assam.—For week ending 19th Fanuary.—The weather is seasonal 
Slight rain fell in Cachar, but rain is badly wanted for all standing er 
yibet and for pulses in Goalpara. The reaping of the late ‘rice 1s 
hered, and the pressing of sugarcane and pruning of 
f late rice is har in the Surma Valley, 
alley.  dande’s comme 
; and Tezpur aa 


‘mustard is being gat 
‘commenced. The outturn © 
apt acd poor in the Lower Brahmaputra 

cks, Sylhet, Gauhat 


are:—Silchar 8 seers 14 chitta 
oe a 44 seers per rupee. Fodder is insufficient in Cachar and t 
> Water is sufficient except in Cachar and parts of Nowgong. 


__. Mysore and Coorg. 
. “have slightly risen in Tumkur 


oy —For week ending 20th Fanuary.—Mys 
and fallen in Chitaldroog, Bang 
Paddy and ragi (Z/eusine coracana) ate being harvest 


and parts of Cnitaldroog and Kolar, 


Kadur, and Shimoga. 
in Bangalore, Mysore, 
CoorG: The reaping of 
_of coffee continues. Prices of food 
cattle sufficient. ter 
- Berar and Hyderabad.—/or week ending 20th Fanuary.—BER 
The weather is cool. Of the winter crops wheat, gram, and linseed are c 
condition owing to insufficient moisture, The preparation of land for 1 0 
soon crops‘is in progress in three districts. Fodder and water are inad 
Prices almost stationary. i 5 ey geese 
-. Hyperasad: No rain during wok ended 16th January. 
prospects are fair in all divisions except Gulburgha, where ap 
standing spring crops drying up exist if rains fail. Fode 
scarce. The water-supply is decreasing, Prices are:— vhea 
white jowari 114, yellow jowart 13%, gram oh, and tur 113 
Central India —For week endin 20th Fanuary.—No 
India Agency —_ the ioe fiche 
completed in eight districts, of Bundelkhand and are i 
Agencies. Winter et are in good condition in Malwa. ind 
Gwalior ; indifferent in aphelkband sex set esate 
Le ae cea Mos, Saeaannol ie 
airly good condition in Bhopal, wa, Bundelkhz din p 
indifferent in Baghelkt:and and in parts of Gwalior. Pa: Ae 
aghelkhand, Bundelkhand and in parts of Gwalior 
es are above normal and are rising in Bhopal, 


rice has been completed in parts, and the 
-grains are normal, Water and foe 


ep 





\- Le | , 
0; Dholepore ¢) tp. : Bikanir 12,016; Jaisulmere_ 713; and 
bogs Tocronanyt at 9) ba eee aay Bike 1,473; Jaisulmere 
12. The price of food grains hich the famine wages are based, were :— 
‘Marwar 8 seers 8 chittacks; Kotah 144; Dholepore 11}; Bhurtpore 9 seers | 
chittacks; Bikanir 8 seers 7} chittacks to 8 seers 13 chittacks; Jaisulmere 8{ 
seers per rupee, ia Ne 


Kashmir.—Report not received. 


- Nepal.—For week ending 16th Fanuary.—Slight rain has fallen. Weather 
changeable. Prospects good. Price 8 seers per rupee. 
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REPORTS ON AGRICULTURAL PROSPECTS IN INDIA. 


The following papers are published for general information tommy 


1.—Letter from the Chief Commissioner of Burma, to the Government of I d 


No. 110—1S.-2, dated 8th January, 1897. rv ant 
2.—Letter from the Government of Bombay, to the Government vf India, 


122 (Famine) of 1897, dated 12th January 1897. 


F 


No. 









7.—Letter from the Ch ef Commissioner of Burma, to the Government of Sadia ee 
No. 110—1S.-2, dated 8th Fanuary"1897. rey 


I am directed to submit herewith the general report regarding the districts 
to which the Famine Code has been applied as required by section 51 of the 
Famine Code. The first four paragraphs give an account of the economic con- 
dition of the affected tracts. The rest of the report deals with various matters, 
such as migration, remission of revenue, etc., which appear to call for notice: 

2. The Code has been applied to the whole vf the Meiktila district, to the 
Yaméthin subdivision of the Yameéthin district, and to the Taungtha, Pagan, and 
Myingyan townships of the Myingyan district. I. am to give below a brief 
description of each district, with a brief history of it from an agricultural and 
statistical point of view for the last eight years. , ; 

._ Myingyan.—The Myingyan district has a total area of 3, 
ace wah a population, as ascertained at the 1891 census, of asta. ace oe 
situated on the east bank of the Irrawaddy river between latitude 20° N. and 22° ~ : 
N. The district consists generally of undulating country, the only mountain ci 
being Popa. The uncultivated portion of the district consists of stony uplands — “3 
with poor laterite soil. There are no forests in the district and no perennial ( 

* streams. ai Tin 

The statement given below shows the rainfall during the period 1888 to” 


ae ty 

























1390 :— é 
January to May. June to September, | October to December, 
3°81 17°08 4°83 
87 23 76 3°47 
‘568 999 445 
1°34 1 3722. ; 659 
: 327 1515 4°69 
ye 4°30 18°00 g'o1 


B19 1376 517 
6°03 10°38 ie.) 
17°60 


whole dist 











d on the 

' Along geen nds ‘there is a 
is us * ; this produces in favourable — 
s, sessamum, and gram. The district is nity ; 


ae 


n, and rea large number of cotton-ginning factories owned by 
nese and Chinese, at which considerable numbers of women are employed. 
he district is excellently situated for receiving food-supplies as the steamers — 







‘the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company call at Myingyan almost daily, and all 'aohg “ai 
are traversed by cart tracks which communicate with the vakesy at Meiktila. 

The statements given below show— a 
(i) the area under each of the princival crops ; A nae eS 
(ii) the collections on account of thathameda ; sa is 
(iii) the collections on account of State land rent during each of the 


years 1888-8, to 1895-96 :— 


eae: 
rs 






= 







@ 2 9 te eis « 





1,178,327 | 3.405494. 





cae _ With regard to these figures it is necessary to observe that they can only be 
- taken as roughly approximate as the district has not yet been cadastrally sur- 
veyed and there is no Land Records agency. T he only areas which are cco ; 


with fair accuracy are those of the islands and alluvial lands which are measured 
annually. 
Actual coliections on account of the thathameldaand State land rent. “3 


Prasat ; Year. Thathameda. State land rent. — 





at ae 4 R weet ; 
1888-89. evant ae . a Sighs . 2,86,845 20,938 : 
889-1 . ; . . * .  @ * . ° "3,60,413 43,226 | 








es: - ae 3 ee . me, 427,172 13,035 
ss = ‘ , s ef 5 ° . 2,890,656 17,720 "3 
Fie: 467,044 33529 
534354 43,871 © 






© 586,228 | 44,177 











he results of the harvest is given below? 
§9.—The harvest was above the average, but there was grea 
separa below the averag pe 

: 1880-00.—-The rainfall in Pagan was below the average; In 
ees shee the average and the crops varied accordingly. In this y 
“too there was heavy loss of cattle from disease and the number eft in the dist 
‘was reported to be insufficient for ploughing purposes in four townships. 
cultural advances to the — sh thin were ae Pron sese id 
ee -or.—The rainfall was short and untimely and the hary nses. 
naga “The stock of pat al pia | being insufficient for the hate! 
wants of the population, large amounts were imported from Lower Burma, __ n) 

7891-92.—An unfavourable season ; paddy crops failed; millets produced 

but sessamum and cotton also failed and relief works had to be — 


a poor mie : 1 ( 
opened. ‘The district was fortunately free from cattle disease. Agricultural 


advances amounting to R18,216 were made. 

7892-93-—The harvest was on the whole fairly good, but there was some 
shortage in Pagan and Kyaukpadaung. 

1893-94.—Crops were good, except in the north-east of the district, where 
the rain was too late for paddy. Agricultural advances to the amount of 
4R4,000 were made. 

-1894-95.—The paddy crop was above the average, and jowar, peas, and 
gram were good, while cotton yielded an excellent m4 wie ’ 

1895-9%.—The rain was insufficient and untimely and crops were much 
below the average. The people were enabled to tide over the perio of scarcit 
without relief works by drawing on their savings. Some cattle were export 

t these were probably only surplus stock. Rupees 9,296 were given as agri- 

cultural advances. 

1896-97.—The season of 1896-97 has been most unfavourable. Briefly it 
may be said that there has been entire and widespread failure of crops of all 
kinds, the only crop which will be gathered being a very scanty one of jowar. 

_ Ifthe late crops of paddy, jowar, and sessamurr had been fairly successful, it 
might have been possible to close relief works about the end of this year, but = + 
the failure of these crops will render the continuance of relief works neces 
till the 1897 crops are gathered, #.e., about the end of August 1897 at the earliest. 
The latest reports show that parts of Kyaukpadaung and a few villages of Nato- 
gyi may have to be brought under the Famine Code. The only purts of the dis- 

i ope ae = able to rors with relief are the greater part of Natogyi and” 

alé, the inhabitants of the latter township findi 
Magwe oil-fields, a. mg ~ _ 
Large numbers of plough-cattle have been taken away to Lower B oe 
sale, but fodder is reported to be insuffici 2 shan a 
~atae fos Sal Pp insufficient except in the Myingyan and 
The only food stocks available in the district are peas, the pri ich 
: J e price of , 
ie risen largely. pipers J however, no difficulty in Sotainin = “" Stag = 
ere is money to buy it. The present price of im i ers 
chittacks per rupee. t j price of ree eee oat ide ‘se 


_ 4. Meiktila—The Meiktila district is situated to the yan 
district, and is bounded on the north by the Kyauksé A edaesied Bete: b 
Shan States, and on the south by the Yaméthin district. The area of the « le 
is 3,000 square miles and the population at the 1891 census was 206,650. The 
Famine Code has been formally applied to the whole of the district, but he area 
on the east adjoining the Shan States consists of about 400 square miles of mou le 
__ tain land with small and scattered villages dependent on hill cultivation andi 
__ feally affected by the scarcity, The forests in the east contain ingyin, 
_ pyinkado, thitya, pyin, and teak.” There are other hills in the | 
with stunted timber of no value, and there is a considerable arg 2 of u 
Fe oe with soil unfit for cultivation covered with scrub jungle ay inte 
oat cutch tree, which was formerly very plentiful, has been exhau: 












































«sign gg mele tri Th 
| * used tor ry area 
i very considerable. The principal difference between the 
an districts’ as regards agriculture is the existence in the_ 
irri otherwise the districts are of 





_ similar character, except that Meiktila has no alluvial or island cultivation. ~ 
‘Phe district is traversed from north to south by the Rangoon Mandalay 
railway, and there is a branch from Thazi on that railway to Meiktila, the 
district head-quarters. Food supplies can be brought to all parts by the railwa 
and by the roads and cart-tracks which communicate with the railway. P 
The statement given below shows the rainfall during each of the years 
1888—1896 :— . 





1888 ‘ : : : . 1°84 28°10 6 61 36°55 
1889 . . . . . ° . 104 25°95 5 35 32°34 
1890 . . . ° . : 9 89 14°22 Sur 29°22 
1891 . . ‘ . ° é 230 14°31 T 10 23°71 
1892 . ° . ’ . é 11°57 17°81 304 32'42 
1893 . . . . . . 5%3 15°98 14°98 36°79 
1894 . . ° ‘ . ° . gir 19°30 7°27 29°68 
18,5 -« e ° ° ° . «| > gon 18°04 "09 3 a4 
1896 . ° . . * ° . 1°49 25°29 #148 28- 





——————————————————————— ere 
® Upto 26th December, 


It will be seen from this statement that the rainfall in Meiktila is as a rule 
more abundant than that in Myingyan. , 


> The crops principally grown are very much the same as in Myingyan, 
namely, rice, jowar, sessamum, and cotton. In years of good rainfall rice is 
y grown, and in years of scanty rainfall its place is taken by jowar and 
sessamum on the same land. In Meiktila there are practically no spring crops, 
while in Myingyan there are along the river considerable areas of a uvial land 
‘sown with peas and maize and other island crops which take the place of spring 
crops. The statement given below shows the area under each crop for the 


years 1888-89 to 1895-96 :— 









“The Meiktila district has been cadastrally surveyed 


ree t but it has not been 
~ settled, and there is only a small Land Records staff for the assessment of 


: ae 






e and the rent on State lands which are not very extensive, | so that 

remarks apply to the areas given above as were made respecting the 
res for Myingyan. le 

ee 1d here { 
: Ba Fiasek gevinss 


ae 

















ese figures may be considered to be fairly accurate as nearly all the it 
land pays water-rate which is assessed by a special staff on the basis 
cadastral maps. It will be seen that about 75 per cent. of the crops in the 
_ trict are entirely dependent on rainfall, which is very capricious. | In the Ame 
of districts with reference to security against famine 96 villages with a gross area 
‘of 200 square miles are classed as secure in ordinary years and 963 villages with, 
an area of 2,800 square miles are classed as insecure. i . ae 
- The statement below shows the collections on account of ¢hathameda and 
State land rent during each of the last eight years :— exe CWA Fs 
: Thathameda. State land rent. 
pe 4 siti 

+ 473,336 6,986 * 













‘ 1888-89 . . . . . . 
Rise es 1889-90 oi Rete . . ‘ . 3,01,633 12,202 ; 
the 1890-91 . . : : . . . 3,08,657 10,382 Sasi 
E 1891-92 ‘ . ‘ * . . ; 1,05,731 22,565 ’ 
Bi ces 1892-93 . ° . . . . 1,41,345 11,184 
Bs : 1893-094 + Sloe aD oe ong OEre 18,458 
ig 1854-95 - «+ . + 349,451  —- 24,015 
1895-96 . . ° . ° 2,52,150 24,745 


Below is given a brief retrospect of the agricultural conditions of the years 
1838-89—1895-97 :— * % ; 

1588-89.—The harvest was good and no food-grain was imported. Agri-. 
cultural advances to the amount of R500 were made and recovered during the 
year. . oh te 
1889-90.—The rainfall and harvest were below the average. The cattle of 
the district were attacked ‘4 disease, but as Meiktila is a cattle-breeding district 
with a large surplus stock in ordinary years there was no scarcity of plough: 


cattle. 
7890-91.—This was a very bad year: the rainfall was badly distributed, a 
Las long interval of drought followed the first early burst, large tracts remained un- 


cultivated, and the food-grain raised was quite insufficient for the needs of 
the district. The district was practically free from cattle-disease f 
1891-92——This was another very unfavourable season: the early crops . 
_ failed entirely, large immigration to Lower Burma took place, and relief works 
__ had to be opened. Large numbers of cattle were sold and some land. Liberal 
advances amounting to R1,10,282 saved the rest.of the cattle. There was no 
cattle-disease. ate oe rate was reduced one-half. ee Ron 
1%92-93—The paddy and jowar crops were v r, but the jsess 
_ Samum was a fair crop; food had to be im 2 rted The  icthcutds —— yon 
reduced and K31,821 were given out in agricultural advances. re ee 
__, 1893-94-—Vhis was a good year: the paddy and cotton crops were, 
_ but the early sessamum was only a 6-anna crop. There was no cattle-di 
_ _1894-95.—Vhe paddy crop was above the average, sessamum 4 
‘moderate crop, jowar varied considerably in outturn, and cotton was dai 
by the late rains, but on the whole this was a distinctly good year.’ 
trict was free from cattle-disease and Rs. 67,136 were recovered on 
‘ oc aoa 5 gsi advances. oe cb 
» 1895-96 —This was a bad vear: the paddy crop was only 
sessamum was ih pen cotton was moa and tae was bed 
would have prevailed but for the good harvest yielded by irr 
d harvests of the two preceding years. The people were able t 
selves without recourse to Government relief by sales of cattle 
ing on their accumulated savings, a eaten “i 
96-97 —There has beena general failure of crops d 
e affected area is estimat by the Deputy Commi 
, or } of the plain portion the district. The 
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early | crops ar gathered about 
no cold-weather crops grown in | 
e hotewea' idy (mayin) which is grown is insi 

ind will not materially affect the situation. The price of rice 
| seers and 2 daithe per rupee, but as the stock of last year's 









+7 | | 
becoming exhausted and the new rice is ,cominginto the market, itis. 
‘probable that the price will fall. A fall in the price a rico tik temas 


chika works, but will have no effect on the number of relief 
workers, as they have no means of purchasing rice, whatever its price may be. 
5. Yamethin.—The portion of the present Yaméthin district with which this 
report deals is the Yaméthin subdivision, as the - Ryinmana subdivisionhasa good =, 
harvest and is free tromrscarcity. The Yaméthin subdivision was until October 
1893 a separate district. The subdivision is bounded on the north bythe 
ee Meiktila district, on the west by the Magwe district (Pegu Yomas), and on the | 
east by the Shan Hills. “The total’area of the district 1s 7,000 square Wovindss * 
~ which 150 square miles on the west and 1,600 square miles on the east are cover + a 
with hills and jungle. The population of the subdivision in 1891-was 160,662. 9 
~ Between the two ranges of hills which form.the eastern and western boundaries 
there is a large plain diversified by slight elevations and watered by s ; 
streams. On the east there are productive forests containing teak and pyintado — 
and on the west are cutch forests which, however, have been exhausted by over- — 
working and are now closed. ‘he soil of the district varies, being clayey in 
some places and sandy in others. There are several large tanks or lakes in the 
subdivision, the principal of which are the Nyaungyan, Kyauksé, Kyein, and 
Inbaung, all of whicli are used for irrigation. The subdivision is traversed from 
north to south by the Mandalay-Rangoon railway, while numero 1s roads and cart- _ at 













tracks afford easy means of bringing food-supplies to all parts. This subdivision —- 
differs from the Meiktila and Myingyan districts inasmuch as paddy cultivation 
largely predominates, forming about 80 per cent. of the whole. The statement 
given below shows the area under each crop in each of the years 1888-89 to 


. 
—— 
_ 
















areas are approximate as in the case of Meiktila and Myingyan. idee] 
‘he statement given below shows the rainfall during each of i years 1888 









January to | Jane to Sep. | October RR 
i Ae ae December, | Total 
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‘separa The rainfall in this ee > dangers 
n, and a considerable area is irrigated, rn meee 
id j 























miely. 
f the rainfall fails, the irrigation works also fail 
ea cen ewhich themselves ¢ 















>not attempt to grow other crops on their paddyeland as is done in N , 

are patty ies snildy oF if their crop fails, they get nothing. ‘Tn the 

_ € Analysis of districts with reference to security t famine” 45 villagesin | 
this subdivision are shown as. quite secure an the rest (800) as secure im 

‘ordinary years. This is no doubt wrong. The whole subdivision ought, 

bably, considering the extreme uncertainty of the rainfall, to be, classed as 

insecure. WE es 

- The statement below shows the annual collections on account of thatha- 

_ meda and State land rent for the years 1888-89 to 1895-96. The s from 
4893-94 onwards include the figures relating to Pyinmana ivision, as 


separate figures for Yaméthin subdivision are not available. 
, a Thathameds. State land rent, 





1888-89 0 Ue 5 ° 3 Saye e 2,18,189 15,522 
1889-90 ee e ° ° ° + 2,23,688 9,017 
1890-91 a Ne $ é . ° - 2,91,883 14,004... 
, 1891-92 Sea ‘ = esa . »  1,36,653 96279 
1892-93 ieee ; é ‘ ; . 1,58,651 5,519 
t 1893794 2 3 : ; c - - 348,28 39,135 
1894-95 . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ . . 3,608,885 33,85¢ . 
“1895-96 2,93)412 28,634 


A brief agricultural history of the subdivision from 1888-89 to 1896-97 is 
given below :— : : 

- 7888 89.—The harvest was wel! up to the average and paddy was exported 
in considerable quantities. There was, however, great loss of catt é from disease. 
Rupees 17,459 were given out in agricultural advances, but the loans were re- 
covered within the year. 

1889-90.—The rainfall was unfavourable and the harvest poor. ‘ 
: 1890-91.—The crops were bad, but rather better than in Meiktila ; the di 
- trict was free from cattle-disease. Rupees 19,630 were advanced and. R11,790 
re-paid during the year. 
_-4891-92.—A very unfavourable season, the s failed entirely, and t : 
was considerable distress; thathameda pinata were psec one hall 
Rupees 88,683 were given out in agricultural advances. Relief works were 
opened and kept open till July 1892. hes ; . 
1892-y3.—The crops in Pyawbwé township failed entirely and there 
» some distress. Thathameda was not deiad fa 73 villages aa rollabea tea! ] 
were generally applied. Rupees 22,726 were given out in agricultural advances, og 
1893-94.-—A bumper harvest. Rupees 1,06,400 were advanced to agricul- 
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x _ 4894-95:—The paddy crop was above theav e, Sessamu BON RS 
rate crop. aealtes to the amount of *R87,296 on account oe perp / 
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- ‘agricultural advances were made during the year. Mak at 
__ 1895-96.—Paddy was extensively sown owing to early rains, wer wes 
ae generally, except in the actibeed tracts, pin to pt eng bee 
“was generally poor. Cultivators who had reserve stocks ved: 
‘many others were compelled to migrate. A large De 
Bs . Rupees 36,871 were recovered cn account of agric 
_1896-97.— During the current year there has been a total 
bdivasion except in a small area in the south-east corner 
lands are good, but this area is but a small fraction of 
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e epulaon has a ned very large proportions, particuladdy from the famine- 
en tracts. . 












tet - be ear ae be was prone ro ee ee 
deft the ingyan yan district, and emigration is reported to lave continued steadily 
ae pssthear nthe Yamethin subdivision many villages are reported to, be 


entirely. deserted. From this subdivision large numbers have found employment 
in the adjoining subdivision of Pyinmana, where the season has been favourable. 
_ From Meiktila also large numbers have emigrated. The emigrants come down 

to the lower province by all means of conve yance—railway, on which half-fares 
are granted, river steamers, boats, rafts, and road. ' 


7: Remissions of revenue.—As appears from the statements given in an 
earlier part of this report, the great bulk of the revenue of the famine tracts 
consists of thathameda. The districts being almost entirely agricultural, the 
failure of crops has rendered large remissions of ¢hathamedu necessaty. The 
rate at which this tax is levied in ordinary seasons is, with few exceptions, 
Rio a household. During the present year it has been found necessary to 
remit the tax entirely over considerable portions of the famine area and to a_ 
large extent’over other portions where crops have not entirely failed. The need 

remissions has been rendered greater by the circumstance that the*season 
of 1895-96 was very unfavourable, and that the savings of the people, which if 
the season had been favourable would have helped to support them in 1896-97, 
were in great measure exhausted. In the Meiktila district 245 villages have been 
entirely exempted from thathameda, while in the remaining 819 villages rates 
have, with 13 exceptions, been reduced to from R3 to R6. In the Myingy 
district 714 villages have “been entirely exempted, in 179 the rate has 
reduced to R3, in 202 to from R4 to R6, while in 54 villages only do the rates 
exceed R6. In the Yaméthin district 491 villages have been entirely exempted 
from thathameda, 165 have been assessed at rates of from R3 to R 5, 4 at rates 

. from R6'to R8, and 33 only at the full, or Rio, rate. * 


The following statement, which compares the collections of 1894-95, a 
mormal year, and 1895-96, a bad year, with the estimated collections of 
189697, indicates as accurately as is at present: possible the loss of revenue 
which the-scarcity will cause in the affected districts :— 


IMATED Cou, 
TIONS OF thata- 
iN 


Coutxctions oF thathameda 1 














ink R een 
Yaméthin . 5 + 368,885 121,579 
pa n ° . 5,86,22 past 
. ' y . . ; 3:49.45! 793 
eye, Tort... 13,04,564 2,57,609. 





















Agricultural advances.—In the scarcity of 1891-92 large expenditure _ 
Sead tak pee pate ice ple to uy cate and seed See 
of this kind has not been found necessary in 1896 because the _ 
cat famine has been different, In 1891 the rains were acheinot te cya 
wt of the rainy season, and when rain did fall in later months 
e of seed and cattle were made to enable cultivators to 
| the ia aba took place inthe 















sass yi 
e sold during the next few mon 
vever, that Loonies Copia amount of 
when the time comes. _ he eb ae heey, bhp ey ees : 
| Relief works.—\n October last, when scarcity became acute, a fe 
‘works weres opened as test works in the Yaméthin and Meiktila dis 
these works had been open for a short time, it became evident that the 
ed by famine was constr that the people would need relief for 
s at least, and that large numbers of relief-workers would have to 
vided for. At the same time there were serious objections to opening works of 
the kind carried out in 1891 and i892. Such works consisted of roads, which 
‘not required, and of irrigation works, for the most part the digging of small — 
tanks, which prove useless during times of drought, when they are most wanted, — 
Moreover, the work of organization is more difficult in the case of numerous small” 
works. In view of these considerations, the Chief Commissioner decided toclose 
_ the’small.works and to concentrate labour on one large work. The work selected —_ 
was the construction of the earthwork of the Meiktila-Myingyan Branch Railway, 
which would, it was hoped, afford work for all needing relief. The Government ~~ 
of India sanctioned the opening of this work, and a Famine Relief Works division — 
was accordingly constituted under an Executive Engineer, who is subordinated to — 
~ the Supetintending Engineer, Irrigation Circle, The work of marking out the 
line was begun at both ends under the supervision of Railway Engineers, while 
the earthwork was in charge of Provincial Engineers. Actual work was begun at — 
| Thedaw, near Meiktila, on the 2nd November; near Taungtha, inthe Myingyan ~ 
district, on the 8th; near Myingyan on the 2oth; and near Mahlaing in the ° 
Meiktila district, on the 26th. No part of the work falls within the Yaméthin’ ~ 
district, but relief-workers from the famine area of that district are drafted to the 
nearest camp at which work is carried on, Relief camps under medical super-~ 
vision were established at each of these four places; at Mahlaingand Taungtha’ 
camp telegraph offices also were opened. The numbers on eeliet works, which» 
at first were 5,000, rose rapidly, until in the beginning of December they | 
: reached 30,000. According to the latest report (for the week ending the and 
| Jenuary) the average number employed was 24,727, while the number on , 
gratuitous relief was 5,407. bis baie 
1o, The preceding portion of this report has dealt with the existing situe tM 
ation and with the measures taken hitherto to deal with the famine. It remains 
to discuss the future cours? of the scarcity, its probable duration and extent, and =” 
the measures which still remain to be taken. As regards the future course ofthé 
famine, the facts reported in former portions of this letter show that inthe areas 
to which the Famine Code has been ‘applied the yield of the cold-weather crops 
of 1896 will be extremely small and no later crops will be reaped till the autumn 
crops of 18,7. In these areas, therefore, it is now practically certain that relief 
works will have to be maintained until, at the earliest, August and September 1897. 
During May and June large numbers will return to the fields “for ploughing . 
sowing, and will then again come on the works. If the monsoon of 189 t 
scarcity will of course be intensified, but there is little use in basing calcu 
onthis comparatively remote contingency, as, if -next monsoon fails, 
must prevail over almost the whole of the dry zone, ‘It is not possi 
‘present time to forecast with any accuracy the numbers which wo 
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- case require relief, or to sketch out a” programmé of r 0 
letter, therefore, it ig assumed that the season of 1897 will be 
ards districts to which the Famine Code has not [eats ap 

early to estimate’the extent to which scarcity will pre 

months. Failure of crops has not been confined to the 
has been applied. In other parts of the dry zone, how 
been so complete asin the famine areas, and it has not yet 



















en relief works, The Chief Commissioner fears that then 
“about Februaty or March, He still hopes that if relief ie found to 
m2 parts, the au nbers nee ling it will ee. omparatively ‘ 

future measures to be taken for dealing y he - 











it is proposed 
ths carriage of th é - y 
ranie for in this way. For this part of the work carts will be hired at ordinary rates ss 


en : to the | encement of collection 
-stone-ballast, which is found in large quantities nea 
sae. the line of railway. The collection of ballast will 
Public afford employment for the more able-bodied among. 
; ms the men, while those of feebler physique, with women =~ 
and children, will continue to be employed on earthwork. ‘Lhis arrangement will = 
facilitate coficentration and will render it unnecessary to move camps at short = 
intervals of time. The actuabquarrying of stone and breaking it into ballast will, 
ti , be carried out as a famine work on famine relief principles. The = 
e ballast from the quarries to the line cannot, however, be arranged 















This arrangement will afford employment to cartmen, who would otherwise be =~ 
_ compelled to sell their cattle at a heavy loss. It is estimated that thecollection, —_ 
and breaking of ballast will employ 24,000 relief-workers for about six weeks. The 
“earthwork and the collection of ballast together will afford employment to 24,000 
bie: +) ¢ 39 weeks. The length of time for which these works will, asa matter of fact, 
afford employment depends of course on the number of persons coming onthe 
works Assuming that during November an average of 10,000 a week wereem= 
loyed, and during December an average of 30,000, the works will, from the 
ginning of January, provide for 30,000 workers a week for 25 weeks, z.¢.,tillthe 
last weck in June. It is very difficult to form a forecast of the numbers: which 
will actually come on the works, During November and December emigration 
to Lower Burma has been going on. With the completion of the rice harvestin | 
the lower province it is probable that many emigrants will return. But it is ime 
possible to calculate with any approach toaccuracy how many willreturn, or how 
many of those who return will come on relief works. One effect of the abnormal 
_, emigfation which has lately taken place has been to largely reduce wages of 
labour in Lower Burma, The cost of producing the Lower Burma rice-crop has 
consequently been reduced, and unless prices in the Rangoon market are lower _ 
than usual —a contingency which there are no grounds for anticipating—the 
_ profits of the Lower Burma cultivator will be unusually high. He will have more 
money to spend, and Upper Burma emigrants may thus find employment in Lower 
Burma in considerable numbers during the dry weather. Again, it would be unsafe 
to asssume that all or even most of the Upper Burmans who return from Lower 
Burma will come on relief works. Such earnings as they will bring back with 
them may enable many to dispense with relief, while othets may find employment 
in*other parts of the province, In considering this question, the migratory 
aracter of the Burman must always be borne in mind. Allowance must also be 
“made for the diminution in the numberof relief-workers which may be expected 
to take place when the monsoon of 1897 breaks. If the season promises favours 
ably 'money-lenders will no doubr make advances on the security of the future 
a at large numbers will be able to support themselves out of these advances — 
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. or from wages paid ou: of these advances. On the whole, the Chief Commis- 


_ sioner doubts whether the numbers coming on relief works wilfon the average 
be very much larger during the.first ey months of 1897 than they have been _ 
December 1895. An average of 40,000 a week isthe highest estimate — 

prepared to make. On this estimate the Meiktila-Myingyan Railway __ 

work till the middle of May. The further works which itis proposed 

eafter, as necessity occurs, are the Mandalay canal scheme, the prow 
has been sanctioned by the Government of India, and the Mén 
me, for which sanction is being asked in the Public Works — 

Sagaing-Alon branch railway. is another work’ which may be + _ 

ed, The survey is finished and the’plans and estimates will 

All these works are large works, suitable for famine relief 

employment to large numbers of dai cptie in-the 

large work which canbe undertaken isthe Kanna tank = 
yingyan and Kyauksé districts. — Pe Siok jis 
ibmit the following ‘remarks on the subject of 
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red during the remainder of the famine, The 
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ned with accuracy. 
ture on relief works and expendi 
relief, As it has been decided to utilize for relief 
e control of the Public Ne etmentene eee Cintonenens nd, 
ost entirely in the Ic tty men n a recent: 
whe . to the Secreta pecan ay cial toda 
_r2405, dated rth Decem Public Works. he Chief Comm 
ce ae estimated, that a Heil: os lakhs in. all. a 
ee. counting from the beginning of the famine, This estimate was based on ays 
the assumption that relief works would be closed when tlie rains began, Accons 
_ sideration of the latest district reports, however, has led the Chief Commissioner __ 
- fo the conclusion, expressed in an earlier part of this letter, that works will have 
- to be kept open till September. On this assu eee the total amount expended 
in the Public Works Department will, the Chief Commissioner thinks, reach the 
sum of 12 lakhs before the famine ends. Of this amount R 1,90,000, in round - 
numbers, have been expended, leaving R10,10,000 still to be spent.. In the » 
Civil Department there may be a small expenditure on local and. test works, 
Rupees 20,000 will, the Chief Commissioner thinks, cover this. In addition to 
expenditure on relief works money will be spent on the following | enanees Site 
Ee ts ) Employment of additional Civil Officers. 
oh 6 
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Relief of dependents at works, 
(c) Gratuitous coliel afforded to persons at their homes, 
The expenditure anticipated on these purposes is—= 


R 
(a) . ® Dighe . . . . . . 20,000 : gas 
(2) . . . . . . . . « 17,000 : . ¢ 


(c) . « . . . . . . * 33,000. 


The following statement exhibits the total expenditure which will, the Chief 
Commissioner believes, be incurred from the present date until the famine ends :— 












. Head of expenditure. Amount. 
1) Public works by Public Works Officers . . 9,000 
is 2) Public works by Civili Officers ‘ ‘ 4 era | As 
: Employment of additional Civil Officers “: ° . - NS 20,000 a. 
4) Relief of dependents at works, section 106 of Siu Famine Code me bs 
uitous relief afforded to persons at their homes. 000 
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re Government of Bombay 

yaa (Famine) of 1897, dated rath Fanuary 1897. 
__ Jin accordance with No. 10 of the rules circulated with the Resolution of 
- the Government of India, No. 8 8, dated 2nd March 1892, and section 26 
of the Bombay Famine Relief Code, | am directéd to submit a report on the 
scarcity aa 2 in parts of this Presidency. In the circumstances stated 
below it has been found difficult to obtain materials for a complete account of the 
situation at any time, and there has consequently been delay in the submission 
of this report, for which I am to express regret. The rain which fell towards 
the end of November materially altered the outlook and rendered comparativel: 
useless the estimates before received. It was very partial and irregular, as wi 
be ‘shown below, and it was consequently not easy to pause the general effect 
of it. There has again been rain in the last week of December in most of the 
affected districts, but it'also has been very irregular and for the most 
scanty and it cannot yet be stated with any exactness how far rabi crops will be 
pec by it. In some other respects the materials for a complete report are still 
defective, but His Excellency the Governor in Council does not consider it desir- 
able to defer further the submission to the Government of India in a compact 
form of such information as is available. The summaries which have been 
fared every week since relief works were opened have shown in detail all occur- 
rences affecting the condition of the people and the extent to which it has.been 
necessary to provide relief, Copies of these statements are appended for ready 
reference. ; : 

2. The atea at present actually affected lies within the Deccan and South- 
ern Maratha Country districts of this Presidency, vis., Sholapur, Ahmednagar, 
Poona, Sitdra, Ndsik, Khandesh, Bijapur, Belgaum, and Dharwar. The pro- 
bable extent of liability fo famine and the normal economic condition of these 
districts are shown in the following extracts from the Bombay Statistical 
Atlas :-— 


“ Sholapur. 


The whole district is excessively liable to famine. The area protected by 
canal irrigation is estimated at under 100 square miles. The cause of famine 
is failure or unseasonableness of the rainfall. The population is nearly purely 
agricultural, Weaving is the only important industry, but it is altogether de- 

dent on the eoeneny of agriculture, Important trade centres are few. 
Whe precarious rainfall of the whole district except Barsi places the population 


” 


in an inferior condition to that of other Deccan districts, and in so faras the . 


season is more untrustworthy the cultivators are in proportion more hindered - 


from enterprise and regular rotation tillage than their Deccan neighbours.” 


“ Ahmednagar. * 

The whole district except the Dangs is liable to famine. The central belt 
including J4mkhed enjoys a greater immunity than the télukds of the Godavari 
and Bhima valleys. The causes of famine are irregular and uncertain rainfall 
and deficient water-supply. The large town of Ahm oo with Bhingar con- 
‘tains many artizans a traders. “The bulk of the p ion is agricultural. 
Weavers ate numerous except in Akola, Nevdsa, Sangamner. The in- 
dustry is rather in the hands of classes who are not heredi weavers, but 
agri rists drawn ftom husbandry by the.superior pues -of the hand-looms, 
‘The husbandmen of Jamkhed, who have unusual facilities for grazing, are con- 
_ siderable dairy farmers. With the exception of these and the market gardeners 

the cultivating classes are poor and depressed. They are ignorant and im- 
provident and suffer greatly from scanty rainfall and from pressure of money- 
‘s. The poorer-husbandmen go in slack seasons to Bombay to work as 
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Others add to theif profits from tillage by carting grain, , 
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munity from distress, The eastern tract | 
.d with water and is dependent on a Capricious rainiall: @ i 
‘the late or north-east monsoon. This accounts for its liability t ress 
Phe immunity of the western belt lies in its regular rainfall, the. As ial 
mmunity of the transition tracts is due to a better water-supply in and 
water-courses from the hills and a fairly regular rainfall as compared with the 
eastern plains. The population of the eastern plains is almost » ly agricul- 
tural, and indeed of the whole district except at trade centres lil Poona and © 
Talegaon, The bulk of the cultivating classes are Kunbis and Malis, but 
numerous other castes cultivate. “The rayatwari occupants are fairly off, except 
in the eastern plains where they are poor and indebted.” © : Be Sis. atte ie 














“ Satara, at ae 


_ The dry eastern part of the district is the: least naturally protected area = 
mh and next to it comes the transition tract lying between it and the hilly west, @ 
‘The eastern part is liable to failuré of rainfall. In the transition tract the raim- = * | 

fall is uncertain but the richness of its soil and its unusual facilities for irrigation” 
from wells and running streams enhances its measure of ifmmunity from the _ 
effects of prolonged drought. The total area in the district liable to famine — 
may be taken not to exceed 2,000 square miles. The population is largely 
agricultural, but an unusual number of people are herdsmen and shepherds, 

e Kunbi,-who is the cultivator of the district, is more conservative and less 


enterprising than elsewhere in the Deccan. Some of the poorer cultivators:and =A 
many field labourers and others resort yearly in slack times to Bombay for 
employment in the cotton mills and at the‘wharves. In the east the rayats_are 


* somewhat wanting in energy and industry. Their soil is poor and their seasons 
eo Few in this tract are clear of debt. The rayat of the rich Krishna 
alley has better credit and less necessity for recourse to thé money-lender, 
The number engaged in cart-traffic is particularly large.” 5 PS eae 


“Nasik. —~ ccies a 
The Desh, which includes the talukds of M4legaon, Néndgaon and Yeola, | ae 
_ and the eastern portions of Chandor, Niphdd and Sinnar. is most liable to'dis- | 


= orga 





* tress from seasons of drought, but the degree of Itability is not’ so great vas in 

the districts further east. The Desh tdlukds receive the tail-end of the south- — 

__ west and north-east monsoons, and are thus liable to the accident of the failure _ 

_.° of both in the same season. The transition tract, which includes most of 
Me Sinnar, Niphad and Chandor and parts of Baglan, Kalvan, Dindori and ‘Nasik, 

+ _— enjoys the advantage of irrigation facilities to a greater extent than the western 

|____Dangs or the eastern plains. The poorest of t ation reside in. : 
enjoying the most trustworthy rainfall. The nour Vecis, Kelis & 

_Peint have not the contingency of drought to encounter. The 

___ Malis of the Desh and the transition tracts are as a rule the most i 

_ and prosperous cultivators of the Deccan. The cultivators are po 

Ee indebted in the tracts less liable to distress, .In severe distress rep 

a from all the manufacturing classes (weavers, Koshtis, Rangéris, « 

found in the ranks of relief labourers as they are m 
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__As regards East Khd4ndes Be d ; 
"smaller than in the Deccan, The seioetleneat™ 
pe on and thus from time to time much loss is 
Cause of famine or acute distress. The 






Gtantt be overlooked: The railway 


ver and above that necessarily made available by Railway 
mpany. The economic condition of the agricultural population of Jalgaon, 
Erahdol, Sévda and PAchora is above the “average, even of Khdndesh. The 
cultivators are well off and live easily in ordinary seasons, possessiag fair credit. 
‘Elsewhere, except in unhealthy and thinly populated tracts, the condition of 
the people is decidedly good. In East and South Jenne the villages are small — 
and the people poorer. The ieheuting population finds abundant employment, 
‘and field labour is both costly and difficult to obtain, a 
“As regards West Khandesh, except in the TApti Valley, the* liability to 
acute distress is very remote. In the four westernmost talukas a famine. could 
only be caused by a total failure of rain, At the outside 2,000 square miles. 
out of the 4 remaining taélukas may be said to be practically liable to famine, 
The degree of “liability is less than that of East Khdndesh by reason of less 
liability to damage from floods and failure of rainfall, But it is greater on 
account of more cramped communications, greater distance from the railway 
and poorer normal condition of the population. Cultivators are as a rule poor. 
Without forethought or self-restraint they readily run into debt. Those in 
Shahada, in East Nandurbar and to a certain extent in the plains of Taloda and 
along the rivers in Pimpalner are for the most part well off. The rest would 
in the event of distress very soon need Government assistance. Shirpur and 
Dhulia have some lade traders, In the latter town the cotton presses 
and gin-factories give employment to the labouring classes who are thereby in~ 
’ normal years able to save. The population of Amalner is decidedly better off 
than that of Dhulia, The people are generally well-to-do, Dhulia, Pimpalner 
and in a less degree Amalner enjoy a special measure of protection by reason 
of the dams or bandhdras which have been built on the tributaries of the TApti.” 





“ Bijapur. 

F The whole of the district is liable to famine. Excepting small portions of 
Hungund and Muddebihal, where the rainfall is more certair than elsewhere, it 
may be said that the liability to famine is nearly uniform throughout. The 
cause of famine is failure or unseasonableness of rainfall or both, There are 
no facilities for protection by large irrigation works, The population is_ nearly, 
entirely dependent on agriculture, 76 per cent. are agriculturists and 23 per 
cent. are engaged in crafts and industries. These are almost entirely weavers, 
of whom four-fifths are females. The weaving industry, which is common 
throughout the district, is greatly dependent on agricultural prosperity. As a 
rule the agriculturists are a steady and orderly people, fairly housed and enjoy-. 
ing all the necessaries of a simple life and sufficient agricultural stock for. the 


management of their holdings.’ 
} ; “ Belgaum. 


About one-third of the district—the south-west portion—is practically 
secure from great distress induced by drought, for in that portion the rainfall is 
certain and a bad season rarely occurs. The tdlukas in the north-east, which 
depend on the north-east rains, are liable to chronic drought, The transition. 

ict, which includes Chikodi and Sampgaon, enjoys a fair immunity, as its rain- 
Fis chiefly from the south-west monsoon, w ich can_be more trusted than. 
e northeast monsoon. — The cause of distress is insufficiency of rains, 
ulation is nearly purely agricultural, Weavéts of coarse cotton and 
‘cloths are fairly numerous, but they may be classed as dependent, indirect- 
whit be, on agriculture. The degree of indebtedness of the rayatwari 

‘lds a position intermediate between that of the holders of Dharwar 
Deccan. Bn the one hand the cultivators are partly Lingdyets and Jains, 

irwdr they es to these industrious, self-dependent anc pro- 
ut on the o hand the improvident Mardtha husbandmen, who 

; of the Deccan, are nearly as numerous, The land 
















z factories, which give employment to | 


. 


as in the Deccan, but it is a great deal more - 
















seoceaa ‘eDhawar ir: 
‘The. Malldd or the billy portion inthe west and south ofthe distriot,im 
ch failure of the rainfall'is unkgown, is practically free from danger of famine: ees 
transition tract lying between the Malldd and the Desh—plain open in 
the north-east—is less liable, both in degree and in frequency, to severe distress: 
=~ thar he Desh, which is most liable to distress from drought. Distress may be 
ron 4 either by the insufficiency of the rainfall or its unseasonableness or by’ 
both. The population is nearly purely agricultural. The land is held by» small 
atwri occupants, The arable land is principally free from encumbrances: — 
Aik snéceyiqhders are not, as in the Deccan; strangers, but patils and other 
watandars cf the district, Well-to-do cultivators are always teady to rite 
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_ their possessions by purchase of laid and by, mortgage with possession. 
condition of the rayatwéri occupants in the Desh is decidedly. good.” 
g. As regards the current year, the following statement shows the rainfall’ 
in these-districts in the months of June to November. last as compared with the 
average fall during those months :— i 4 
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ct. In. ct. » + et. " In, In, ct. 
Shol4pur 4 52 1 8&| 8 2) 06 4 72) © 44] 1 ) 2. ga 

48 3 2 §| 6 Bal oO 4°t9| 0 @] 1 1 15 
Poona . 51 ‘1 4°| 7 64) © $17) © SO| 1 t 22, 
7 . i : n2> $s rs 1 5g o gsij 1 1 te 

. 1 3 ° 59] o 

Khdndesh 6 19 6 4 45| 6 65] © 1 92 ihe o ae. 
Bij4puc :$ 4 1,60) 6 13) 1 S$ 43| © 22] 1 1 69 
— 68 S$. 96] 74|°S 9) & So! t 2] 5 ° 59 

34 3 76) 5 20) 4 57) 1 5 38) 3 93) 8 2 32 


A skeleton map of the Central Division showing the rainfalliat the different; 
stations from 19th to goth November 1896 is also appended, The»peculiarities: 
of the season are that the tracts dependent on kharif crops forthe» most ; 
received excessive rain till about the middle of August, which proved: injurious, 
to crops and necessitated’ re-sowing in several’ places; while. beyond a few 
scattered showers there was practically no rain during the months of September, 
and October, when it was most wanted to bring the growing kharif) crops to, - 
maturity and to enable rabi sowihgs to-be undertaken, There was: however, 
some useful rain‘in the third and fourth weeks of November, which i 

the condition of the rabi: crops already sown and rendered. further» sowings) 
pret in all the affected districts except N4sik and Khdndesh. Again in po 
ast week of December there was some-rain in most of the affected districts. 
This rain would have been most useful for the crops sown in the end of Novem- 
ber, and in the eastern tdlukas of Poona it is believed to have. had) very, bene- 
ficial results, but unfortunately it: fell elsewhere for ‘the most part in, 
















where the November rain had not been sufficient for further sowings.. The, 

















season has been altogether'so abnormal, the’ rainfall so: capricious, e:. 
effects so diverse that an accurate idea of them can be given ram by ‘a soniians 
account for each of the districts in which scarcity has resulted. 


__ * Sholapur. 
Cultivation in this district depends mainly anithe amount and. se: 
ness of the late rains of August, September oaddaatdian “The rainfall in J. 
and July was timely and useful for ifsowings, but was deficient throug 
the . In August the rain was far below the average, and. standing Ik 
5 rar hapa Stine, tabi sowing was retarded. Uhoabuntion gana 
es mber and October, when the fall measured only a jew. cents, and b 
_ end-of the-latter month the kharif crops had almost completely failed anc 
of the rabi area was left unsown for want of moisture, In November 


tain between the 2oth and 23rd and onthe ath, ranging from 58 cents at > 









s of Sho! rsi, an , ex in places where 
and cat ie were deficient. In the ‘ans ng three sdukaro? ‘Sin Pandhar- 
pur and Malsiras rain was smaller in quantity and partial, and further sowings ih 

‘these places have therefore been more restricted. There was no rain in De-, 
ember except 6 cents at Bérsi, and it is feared that without further rain-the 
—— ag crops sown in the end of November will be small if they donot 
‘entirely fai, ; » . 


. Ahmednagar. , 
The rainfall in June, July and August was generally sufficient and season- 
able for kharif crops and enabled rabi lands to-be prepared for sowicg in some 
parts ofthe district, In September and October there was nothing beyond scanty 
rain in any taluka. The-kharif crops consequently with@red in many places and rabi 
sowing was retarded. In November there was good rain in the southern td4lu- 
kas, vts., Ahmednagar, Parner, Shrigonda, Karjat and Jamkhed, ranging from 
1:20 inches at PSrner to 4°30 inches at Karjat. The condition of such crops as 
had been sown was much improved by it and further sowing of wheat,. gram, 
linseed and jow4ri was rendered possible over nearly the full rabi area in the 
tdélukas above mentioned. In the northern t4lukas, on the other hand, the rain- 
fall of November was too scanty for further sowing, and the area there sown 
averaged only from 4 to 2 annas.of the normal area taken at i6annas, There 
was rain on the 26th of December in most of the tdlukas, the maximunr being 
at Nagar 7o cents; but it was insufficient in the southern télukas where owing 
to the large rabi area sown at the gnd of November it would have been most 
useful. 


We ‘hi 


Poona, 
In June the rainfall was sufficient and seasonable. In July and the first 
three weeks of August it was exceptionally heavy and proved injurious 


ially to river-side crops and to those in the western and ceéntral télukas. 
In the eastern tdlukas, vis.,- Purandbat, Sirur, Inddpur and Bhimthadi, the fall 
in August was below theaverage. The rainfall in September and October was: 
scanty and crops withered in the eastern téluk4s and also showed signs of de 
terioration elsewhere. Rabi sowing was also retarded. In November good rain 
fell in the eastern tdlukas; measuring from 1'20 inches in Purandhar to = 
inches at Ind4pur. The rest of the district received only ‘light showers. i 
rain has enabled 8 to 16 annas (whole) of the usual rabi area to be sown in. 
the eastern tdlukas, Elsewhere the area sown is about one-fifth of the normal.. 
In the last week of December slight rain (ranging from 8 to 95 cents). 
fell.inthese-tdlukas and has benefited the,late-sown crops, but more is needed. ~ 
ih » 


Satara. 


In June the rainfall was generally sufficient and seasonable for sowing 
transplantation. In July and the first half of August there was efcessive rai 
in the western and central jtracts, which injured the standing crops. In: 

rn tdlukds, viz., Man, Khatdv, Khdndpur and Tasgaon, the fall 

at the end of St the crops were in good condition, In September 

October the rain hout the district was much below the a 
the result that kharif crops began to wither, especially in the eastern t 
and rabi sowing was retarded. In November showers of rain fell between the 

gth and throughout the district and improved the condition of crops 
+ ade aia rhen were too light for any appreciable extension of sowing. 
was also some rain throughout the district in the last week of . 
num being at TAsgaon 1 inch 12 cents and minimum at Patan 
a the standing crops is fair, but more rain is required 


Bia sakes: ees . ' rs ? bse hi Joba “Ka Pot 
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of the remaining rabi area to be sown 








The rainfall in June was sufficient and seasonable. Infuly ar 
August it was excessive and injurious to crops, pec ly 
re floods in Mdlegaon, which destroyed the crops: In the k 
Pets t there was a break, a proved pene. for com props and 
completing kharif re-suwings and commencing radi, Sow 1B Septem 
and Dewiher the rainfall was very deficient, an standing kharff or th 
while rabi sowings were delayed. There were light she 


in many places er : 
(6 pats’ to 1 inch) in November, which improved the condition of, late ci 
already sown, but did not make further sowing mie On the 28t 
December there was rain in four télukas, ranging trom 28 to 55 cents. 
rain is required for the standing rabi crops. 


» 


















Khdndesh. 


The rainfall in June was below the average except in a few tdlukas. 
In July and the first half of August, however, it was abnormally heavy and in= 
jurious in some places to standing kharif crops, especially cotton. Some 
river-side crops were destroyed by floods. In the pion of August there 
was a complete break, which benefited the crops and enabled ressowings to be _ 
undertaken. In’September the rainfall was much below the average, and in Oc- 
tober there was practically no rain and the kharif crops began to wither every- 
where and rabi sowing was retarded. In November there was slight raif (1 cent 
to 1°27 inches), which was beneficial to wheat and gram already sown, but in- 
sufficient for any further sowing. About 4 inch 27 cents of rain fell at Dhulia 
on the 20th December, where however rabi crops are not grown. Fe 


Bijapur. 

The rainfall of June, July and August was far below the average and in- 
sufficient for complete kharif sowings, Bij4pur is “however principally a rabi 
district, and depends mainly upon the later rains of September, October, and 
November. During September the rainfall was very scanty, and the month of 
October was almost rainless. By the end of October the kharif crops had 

_dried up, and a few rabi crops sown were withering except along the banks 
of the Krishna. |.1n November rain fell in genétal showers, mostly between 
the 19th and 23rd. This rain was beneficial to such jow4ri crops as were 
before sown, but was not sufficient for further sowings except in a few places. In cy 
the last week of December there was slight ram in four tdlukd4s and one petha, 
varying from 9 to 48 cents, but it was .insufficient to revive the few crops sown. 2 
towards the end of November, which are reported to be withering, wis RES 
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BELGAUM, 


In the three talukas of Athni, Gokak and Para i i ! 
petha), which are included among the affected ple am goo 
the end of August. But along break occurred in September, in the . 
of which only a few cents of rain fell in these tdlukas. whole of Octo! 
also passed almost without any rain, By the end of OctobeF the standing | 
crops had already withered or were withering or where they had su 
were being destroyed by insects. In November light showers fell prow 
the district of Belgaum between the 19th and agrd and on the 2 . 
fall in the affected télukas was at Parasgad 1 inch 9 cents, at Gokdk 

and at Athni 7o cents. The fall was light but useful to standi cr 

enabled some additional sowings to be undertaken. There was ae 
ae ee Decrnbenaee = ee and Chikodi, varying from 14 eae 
Pies inch 57 cents at Be » More rain i ‘in| 
—,  télukas, but specail in Athni. psp ha =< 
. ahs ‘ 













ere cick bat ch wai places, ae 
vil wg gerd ea cla i Ros mber 
ric mostly between the 1¢th and agr , the 


Ia, Cte . 
‘ ° ‘ ° ‘ sete 76 
“° . . . . ° 51 * 
‘ ’ . . . I . 94 
. . . . . . 2 30 
° . . . . ° 2 66. 
This rain was beneficial to the standing crops,"and most of the rabi area a 


was sown.’ The condition of the affected td4lukas except the Mundargi petha = 
was much improved by this rain. ‘I here was also some useful rain in the last’  * 
week of December in these tdlukas varying from 15 cents to 1 inch gg cents, 
but more is still wanted in the north-east tracts (Ron, Nargund, Mundargi,) 
where the prospects are still precarious. ; 
' 4. Estimates in annas of the outturn of kharif crops and of the tabi area 
- sown in each of the affected districts as compared with the normal (16 annas) 
outturn and gowings have been furnished to the Government of India with my 
letter a 10601, dated 23rd December 1896. The’ following statement gives 
‘the information in greater detail for the affected districts as well as for other 
districts of this Presidency for which it is available :— , 





















Proportion of |“ Proportion of 


: the rabi area Proportion of the area 
r preterit sown in which in column 4, in which 
. the seed has | the crop is still alive. 


* germinated, 





see “ * 


S 
| 


. | 80. per cent All. 
: “| Nearly | all. 
$55. yp .| 81 percent . All, 
ay 4, Z | . \. é All. 
434) 49. .| 80 per cent >. All. | 
‘ . sp Reneett .| Not reported. — | 
135-9 ; Not | reported. R 
66 4, . | Greater part , | 75 per cent. 
Fe tet | 86 percent ,fAll alive in nine 


télukas and parts he 
of two télukas., | 





» . 80 ” . “All, 
» 1 go. pe «| Notreportéd. 
* 660! Sy 3 60 per cent, 
t * $2 » . nine 














if 
‘principally cultivated as 
tice, while those cultivated 1 
‘statement of the average area on which these crops are grown sho 
the several districts ae dependent for their food-supply on khariff or rabi : 


-. crops :-— 












. Disrricts. Rabi. 5 
Acres 5 

Mater fc uns PS Ia el ieee) 1a : 
Abmednagar . f : ‘ 4 F : : ‘ 811,922 126,614 
Popra“s. «i (+ reels gaa a : , 840,627 796,874. Th 
Satara - . ‘ ° . . ‘ ° ; é ‘ 944,805 272,891. 
Bae? cl ye he teh es ea 982,266 | 396,355 
Khdndesh 5 e ¥, J : ‘ * s 1,166,684 267,534 
Bijapur . : . : . , . . ° 685,626 1,214,279 
Belgaum oa Be Be a ee ice ee 305,039 i 
Dhérwér j . : : Ps ° : 785,058 435,713 





It will be clear from the facts and figures above given that the intensity of | 
the distyess in this Presidency depends entirely on the outturn of the rabi crops ” 
still standing. Most of these crops were sown at the end of November, long 
after the time at which such crops are generally sown. Some of them were 
benefited by rain at the end of last month, but it is feared that most of them 
will fails to come to maturity without more rain. The Director of Apia : 
_and all members of the Agricultural Department have ‘been desired to devote 
their energies to the ascertainment as promptly as is possible of the probable 
result of these late sowings and to the collection of other information regarding - 
the food-supply. ol 


5.. There can however be little doubt that the character of. the season does 
not of itself account adequately for the large demand for relief which has re 
occurred inthis Presidency. In the districts most liable to scarcity the rabi crops 
are most important, and as already shown it is not yet known what the outtum  __ 

_ of them will be. The distress has mainly arisen from the pressureonthe  - 
pores classes of the abnormally high prices which have prevailed since October 
st, and the failure of the kharif crops in these districts would not have: tee se 
‘80 great a rise in price if there had been a good harvest in other parts of Indiay” 
Prices indeed rose in Northern India while yet a — harvest was expect: 
here, for although the heavy rainfall in the end of July and beginning of \ugust * 
caused some damage in various places, the outlook in the Presidency asa whole : 
was very favourable for some time afterwards, and in many places bumper cre 
were expected. It is believed that in these circumstances Goce of stock: 
grain were tempted by the higher prices resulting from the unfavourab! 
in Northern India to export to some extent, Afterwards it became evident t 
the prolonged absence of the later rains would injure or entirely destroy khan 
| ¢rops and render rabi cultivation exceedingly precarious, and price: tose tapi 
By the middle of November the eeopie gas were in most of the affected tra 
i hl in lure | 























_ selling at a higher rate than was reached in the last famine ti 
“early rains of 1877 threatened a prol and ietiaiatteoatinns —— 


statement contrasts the normal prices of food 
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ae” It has been stated above that-it is believed the hot ders of ‘eeks of ‘ 
grain were tempted to export to some extent, and it has been alleged that rail- 


ways now carry away a large part of what would have been st in pits if the 
cea uaeicatied- bien continued. ‘There is’ doubtless some truth in the 


statement, but the Governor in Council is unable to believe that the custom of © 


storing has been-abandoned. It is known to have prevailed until a recent date 


in someof the affected districts; and there is no reason to suppose that the — 


stocks would suddenly be exhausted: The best evidence that a considerable 


local supply is still available lies in the fact that on the fall of rain in the end — 


of* November~ there" was an immediate decline in prices, and it is now reported — 


Jo ener ngereheaan there had been difficulty in obtaining food for people on — 
ae iveiwen grain is plentiful, At the same time, as will be seen from the — 















above given, prices prices still continue very high, and throughout the Presidency 
pay athary a far been song y below the average. mete —- 
possi to obtain any nite information. regarding the actu 
available within: 


rocks 98 gran sn Peon oi and not easily capable of inspection and the 
Di rect crt sdincee: ure has: however been desired to have detailed inquiries 


ced in the affected 
AES PESTO of 
sac of caportale Srcducts hn resulted oe 





the Presidency, and it is doubtful — 
“any. information® which can be obtained will be trustworthy, for the — 


for withholding the truth on the subject. The — 


and to frame estimates from such statistics as are avail- 
Saleh se deep mente the railways have — 
“products at of “food-grains — 


ct. From the owin will bé seen that on — 
rth goin a ena which railways have 
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‘the rabi crops inthe affected area 
ind in the country sufficient food to keep 
he | e nes for reaping crops after next rains. This 
view is d by an exami which has recently been made by the Direct- 
_ orof Agriculture of the statistics of rail-borne traffic in food-grains in the past’ 
; years. If it should unhappily prove incorrect, the Governor in Council feels 
little doubt that.merchants would undertake importation from foreign countries, _ 
There is room for some apprehension, because such importation has hitherto” 
not been needed for this Presidency and it would take considerable time to carry © 
out, after the need for it was ascertained. But the Governor in Council’ cannot — 
salune that merchants will hold alvof ifa profit from importation becomes pro-'* 
bable. Communications are excellent throughout the affected area. iar se dé 
erates is traversed by the G. I. P., Dhond-Manmdd and Southern tha 
ilways, and local communications with the railway stations are fairly plentiful — 
and good. It will be contrary to all experience if ports and large towns acces-™ 
sible by rail are not supplied by private enterprise more successfully than would ~ 
be possible by State agency. The Governor in Council has accordingly steadily 
refused to accede to solicitations to undertake importation from foreign countries, 
and this policy will not be abandoned, but any aid which can legitimately be | 
given to private trade by the publication of information regarding local stocks 
and other measures will be freely granted. In other respects there will be as 
little interference as possible with private enterprise. It was however reported 
in November last that local dealers had combined not to supply people on 
certain relief ‘works at reasonable rates. . The District Officers have been autho- 
rized in such cases to endeavour to make arrangements with merchants in the 
larget towns for the supply of the labourers and persons gratuitously relieved, 
or if necessary to bring grain from the larger towns and pay the wages as well 
as give the gratuitous relief in kind. % 
8, The following statement shows the areas at present considered to be 
affected in the several districts and the daily average number of persons likely 
to tequire employment on relief works as estimated by the Vollectors and Com~ 
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missioners :— : { 
Estimated 
" ib 
Disraicr. = area | natal |. | Portion likely to be affected, | sumber of Sandie. 
likely to 
come on 
relief works, 
Sholapur «| 2,905,164 | 750,639 | Whole district (tdlukas of 8,000 | The estimate is for 
is f Bérsi, Pandharpur and . months from Decmniene 
Shold4pur less severely to August. 
than others). 


Ahmednagar .| 4,217,206} 888,755 | Whole district (talukas of 
Akola, Sangamner, i- 
gonda and Parner less 


severely than mesg 
1,067,800 | eae all talukas (Bhim- 


18,000 |The estimate is for 9 
months. from December 
to August. 











Poona + «| 34241959 cea Barta wie Si, 8 





and Inddpur seyere- months 
ly affected). to June. : 
Shidra . —-- | 3,087,783} 11,225,089 Thtukas of Patan, Jévli,| 11,000 |The estimate is for 9 
‘ K of months from November 


* 


part of |. 
Kardd and Sh to July. 
. Other tékakas _ 
: to,200 | The estithate is for 11 
. months from November 


1896to September 1897. 
The esti is for 8 
15,000 co is 

to July, 
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able modification according to the o turn of the you 
ne ground. It seems probable that.in the Gokak and Paras 
3elgaum and the Navalgund and Gadag tdlukas of Dhérwar t 
will come to maturity, and in that event there will not be much distress Pe 
areas. On the other hand it must be remembefed that in places where bie 
are poor but have not entirely failed, and where in ordinary years there d 
have been no need for relief, the abnormally high prices press severely on per- 
sons who have no savings. For this reason it has been necessary to open relief 
works in the western tracts of Poona and Sdétéra, which have been considered 
immune from famine. It is moreover feared that relief ~~ be neededin 
-Ratndgiri and Koldba, partly because the crops are poor and the prices high, 
but mainly because many inhabitants of these districts who usually gain a | 
portion of their income from labour in Bombay have left that town owing to the 
_ plague, and programmes of works to be commenced if need arises have been pre 
d. The food grown in the former district is never sufficient for the whole 
population, which is exceedingly dense, and the imports are ordinarily paid for in 
some part by the earnings of members of the families outside the district, ¥ 


9. The estimates of the numbers likely to require employment on relief. 
works given above compare as follows with the average numbers of persons « 


employed in 1876-77 :— : 
Betanata, 1876-77. 


58,000 43,410 
18,000. 22,997 














Shol4pur e 
Ahmednagar . 


Poona . . . . ‘ . ° . 12,000 1,76 

Satéra. "1 ° ° ° . ° 11,000 sds 

Nasik . . . . . . ° 10,200 8.625 

Khdndesh . . . . . . . 15,000 3 893 

Bij4pur, Belgaum and Dhérwér . ° < ‘ 73,750 95,382 “i 


. 


_ TOTAL 197,950 228,616 


The Governor in Council regrets to be forced to the conclusion that 
unless the rabi crops now in the —— yield a good harvest the estimates are 
likely to be largely exceeded. The average numbers of persons actually em- 
ployed in the several districts in the week ending 2nd instant were as follows:— 


Sholaépur . , 2 ‘ ‘ Wine . . $ 
Ahmednagar, . . . . . ‘ . ° ped 
' Poona . . . : . ‘ . . ° ° 13,094 
Satara, : ‘ ‘ . . . eat ols 19,042 
Nasik . > : = ° a 3 : : - 145 
Khandesh ° = = ake > ° . Z ° 6825 
Bij4pur . . ° ° ° 4 . . . ° 44,542 
Belgaum °, . . : ° . . ‘ . : 1,999 
TOTAL - 167,831 


It will be observed that these numbers are already above the ésti a) 2 
Ahmednagar, Poona, Satara and Nasik, and that mf total suuaber cnet cau eraal 
ployed falls short of the maximum number estimated to require employment by 
some 30,000 only. The Director of Agriculture has been desired to revise thaw : 


estimates afterjdetailed enquires regarding the probab . elie 4 
and the condition of the people. net EaRegne omtinre ol Siena mien | 


10. When there were indications of distress, the Collectors were ; aay 
to open test works, making use for the purpose as far as ore were instructed 
works in progress or in contemplation. It was particularly impressed upon them 
that the provisions regarding tasks and wages should be strictly applied, and 
these instructions have been twice repeated. It has been poin t thé 
without strict enforcement of these conditions the test would be of no vd an 

___ that it was on that account even of more importance to exact full tasks 
_ works than on ordinary relief works. Regular relief works have eothandcee 
until there was shown to be a keen demand for labour at famine’ wages. In 
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in. the Kc and instant were resumed. In Relga 
neces: ri taepen 1 t works only in the Athni taluka, ’ 
t 5 it Brogan # o in Parasgad and Gokak. In some other _ 
employed on relief works refused to accept famine wages 
rain fell at the end of November, but since that time there has been a — 
‘inuous increase in the number of people requiring employment as shown 







eet, eee cer tage Stee 
December, December. December. December, January. 
$4913 72,571 — 114,614 142,848 167,831 asst 


The payment of famine wages and exaction of proper tasks have uns 
doupeediy een effectual in affording a proper indication of the intensity of the 
istress. ‘a 


11. In all districts the bulk of the people employed are Mh4rs and Mangs _ 
and members of other low castes who are in the highest degree improvident. 
There are however other agricultural labourers on the relief works, but not yet 
so far as can be ascertained a large. proportion of holders of land. Amongst” 
the first however to feel the pressure of very high prices were weavers and some 
other artizans, and in some places at the earliest stage of the distress they 
were the only people for whom relicf was needed. Owing to the enormous 
numbers of weavers requiring employment throughout the affected areas, the 
possibility of providing work for te in their own craft presented difficulties 
which do not appear to have been contemplated when section 151 (a) of the 
Bombay Famine Relief Code was framed, and an amendment of that provision 
has been proposed. It has been found practicable without an organization 

_ which it would take a long time to carry out, and without the risk of dislocating 
for years the trade in cloth to employ in their own craft only such weavers as 
canno! gain a livelihood on the ordinary relief works. Earthwork is however | 
promitied as far as possible for such of them as are not fitted for the breaking of 


metal. The situation in respect of the weavers is complicated by the fact that 
Poh gt is the Sinhast year during which no marriages take place in the 
Hindu community and consequently the demand for the articles ordinarily 
manufactured by the weavers is immensely reduced. 


* 1a. It is found that in all districts except Sdtdra there are more women 
employed than men, and in some districts the disproportion is marked as shown 
by the following figures :— 
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FoR WEBK ENDING 2ND 
January 1897. 





For Week NDING 267H 
Decemper 1896 






























Women. foe 
women. 
- 
105,902 55. 
79,789 po | . 
| $4575 638 
2 A bi 
23,006 2178 
tat,8s5o 39:61 
5277 | 4o:fo 










eis to be found in the fact that some men continue to 
in agriculture and in agriculturalimprovements for which takdvi 
been made, but owing to the abnormally high prices are unable _ 
; eine oko geet me have probably migrated with 


t their wiv 


png behind. It is per to some extent on*account 
fom that the numberof children under 7 years of age atthe 
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Solapur ‘ 
- Ahmednagar 





bg ‘Poona 

' : i fea Satara . . . . oo . . . 

ie Nasik ‘ ° . ° ¢ ° ‘ ‘ - 5° 

Sr Khandesh . ’ . ‘ ‘ ; 64388 3 ee 

Byreercay Bijd4pur. : ‘ * a ° ‘ eHghs Ww 
; Belgaum . . . . . . . . . 34 ” 


Explanations have been called for on the point, and if there is found to be 
an abuse it will be stopped. But it has been already reported in some cases 
that able-bodied women of the lower castes are very prolific and generally 
have several children under 7 years of age, and that no children o people 
other than workers ‘had been found on the works. Kitchens for these 
children have been opened under Chapter IX of the Famine Relief Code in 
the district of Bijapur and parts of Poona and Satéra. 

13. I am to append a copy of the Resolution of this Government in the 
Public Works Department No. 2-F.—1569, dated 1ath November. 1806, 
laying down the principles to be observed in the selection of works for the 
elie! of distress. The annual programmes of relief works have hitherto been 
found to be generally sufficient. But as the demand for relief is steadily extend- 
ing and is likely to be very keen in the hot season, new works are being 
added to the programmes and the feasibility of several tank projects is being 
considered. It has also been arranged that earthworks on ‘the portions of —~ 
the T4pti Valley Railway, of which the final alignment has been determined, 
and on the proposed Barsi-Pandharpur Railway, which is ‘now being surveyed, 
shall be put in hand as relief works in case of need, and it is that the 
Hyderabad-Godavari Valley Railway will also be commenced. While no . 
distance test is applied, labour is concentrated as far as possible on large 
works, the recommendation of the Famine Commission that there should, 
when practicable, be at least one work in each sub-division being at the same 
time borne in mind. , But if the number of labourers greatly increases, adequate 
supervision cannot be provided unless they are employed on larger works than 
are at present in the programmes, and the commencement of earth-work for the 
railways above specified will be essential. There are however classes of people 
who for various reasons cannot leave their homes, and instructions have been 
issaed to employ them on small works near their homes if they need relief. 

The rush on the works on some occasions has been so great that difficulty has 

deen experienced in punctually providing adequate supervision, but this defect 

has been remedied with little delay. The Sanitary Commissioner and his 

Deputies are making regular tours of inspection in the affected districts, and 

the condition of the labourers employed on relief works including weavers, 
. whose health is generally improved by outdoor labour, is reported to be satis- 

factory. This result is due to the fact that owing to the preparation before- 

hand of programmes of works relief has been provided as soon as it was 

required. He oi 
_ +%4. There is a very keen demand for takdvi advances i affected 
districts and from the first this Government have urged nrraciene pine ote 
of adopting this form of relief as far as is practicable. The money is for’ ry 
the most part expended on improvements. which will alleviate distress in 
future and it is expended in the most economical manner under the vision 
of those directly interested in using it to the best advantage. Experi 
the Southern Mar4tha Country in 1891-92 indicates that the great bulk 
the advances will be recovered with interest, but even if a proportion of 
amount is not recovered, there will be much less loss than in expenditur 
_ inefficient famine labour. In addition to the amount of Rs. 6,27,350 
to the affected districts out of the original assignment of Rs. 10,¢ 
le additional assignment of Rs. 15,00,000 has been applied for 
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la and there is a demand for with regard to which the | 
{ India will be separately addressed, “3 Saeeeed that . ~ 
ur and Bij4pur and the affected tracts of Belgaum and 


Local Boards for this purpose where they have funds available has been enlist- 
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being given as ar as p 
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ible 


x 


to the maintenance 


( t ‘ ae 
of the -water-supply. The ald of the Municipalities and 


ed? while the works are carried out entirely at Government expense where, as 
in Bijapur, the local bodies cannot give assistance. 


{ 


relief in villages have been 
but it is satisfactory to obse 


16, The provisions of Chapter V of the Famine Code regarding gratuitous 
applied wherever necessary in the affected districts, 
rve that there has not yet been disclosed any exten- 


sive need for such relief. A-cording to the latest information the numbers 
receiving it in the different districts were :— 


steps are 
Chapter 


Shol4yur 
‘Poora.,. '« 
Bijapur 
Belgaum. 
Sétara " 
Ahmednagar 
Nasik . 


. . a: @ . . . . . I, 22 
* ‘ ‘ . . . ° . 2,811 
ae Oe ck ne, ae 

° ‘ ‘ ° . ‘ + 103 

a . é opm. 4 


. . . . ° . . ‘ 2 


It has however been represented that poor-houses will soon be necessary, . 
especially in the districts of Shol4pur, Ahmednagar, Poona and Bijdpur, and 


being taken to construct them in these places. The application of 
VILL of the Famine Code to the districts of Sholdpur and Ahmed- 


nagar and parts of Poona has alrady been authorized | am to quote below the 


orders issued by this Government for the working of Chapters V and VIII of 
the Famine Code :— : 


“The Commissioner will doubtless take steps to see that the provisions with regard ~ 
to gratuitous relief are strictly applied. ‘The distinction between the classes to be 
relieved in their villages under Chapter V and those to be received in poor-houses 


the 


to religi 
gina 


under Chapter VIII should be carefully borne in mind, and great caution is needed that 
-houses shall be managed in such a way that relief will not involve any offence 

ous sentiment. The poor-house at Pandharpur seems intended for its proper 
and the municipal commissioners are entitled to credit) for their recognition * 


their responsibilities in this matter Relief of persons entitled to it in their villages 
undet Chapter V is not likely to offend caste scruples, but it is very liable to abuse, and 
very constant and close supervision is necessary. There should be a chain of checks 
applied through Circle Iaspectors, Relief M4mlatdérs, Sub-divisional officers and higher 
authorities to prevent the entry onthe dole register of persons who are not eligible and 
the demoralization which would ensue from any laxity in this respect,” 
“ The Collector refers to the private charity dispensed in the villages. An effort » 
idicuta be aude to have Jt Brought : — 
same line with State relief. The appointment of committees who will be guided by the 


‘officers engaged 
the dole 


may ensue, but private charity may appropriately be used for the provision of . 


ht under direction and control so that it may not run in the 


on famine duty will help to the attainment of this object. If persons on 
register or in poor-houses are also assisted by privatetcharity, difficult complications 
comforts 


w could not be legitimately supplied at the cost of the State for persons in hospitals 
bere to poor-houses and for assistance to persons who are not eligible for State relief.” 


Us 
placed 


The administration of famine relief in each of the affected districts is 
under the control of the Collector, and in order to assist him the Rev- 


enue and Police establishments of those districts have been strengthened, and 


Relief Mamlatdars, S 


pecial Civil officers for relief works and District Medical 


~ officers have been appointed wherever necessary. The provisions of the Famine 


Code besides those 


ouhe’ z 


tioned in the 


preceding paragraph have been a lied to 


the extent considered to be necessary in existing circumstances in all places in 


which relief has to be given. 














atthe tee + Sty eck PAU 


. As the failure of the later rains has also resulted in a very 
> dated 11th November City oreo beh aa i vi we eh 
agricultural cattle in the affected districts has en- 
dated 18h November od the special attention of Government. ass 

so 


vege A ke 
Bad Ste aa 


“to & conttibution of Rs. 2,500 by the Pandharpur ‘Municipality for the 


serious scar- © 


numbers of cattle have already died or been 
slaughter, specially in the Bijépur and Sholdpur dis- 
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1 ing. 1am to forward tor the information © 
:opies of the resolutions of this Government noted on th 
‘the general orders issued on the subject. All subsidiary me: 
this matter have been summarised in the weekly statements appended 
er. Every possible facility has been given to the cultivators to tak 
1 cattle to places where Basra is available, takavi advances being aut 
ed for the purpose of taking them either by road or rail, and the arranger 
for the importation of fodder ave intended only for such of them as must be ke 
in the affected districts for the carriage of grain and other necessary p 













poses. 1 am to state that while this Government recognize that for the sae x 

5 » 
depended upon, the situation demanded some immediate action on the part ‘oe a 
Government, It was found that there was much grass, especially inthe Khén- 


of fodder in the affected districts private enterprise must be almost entire 





desh forests, which was likely to be burned if not promptly secured. Itisalso 


to a large‘extent in somewhat inaccessible places where contractors would be 


reluctant to go. It was therefore determined to get as much as possible of this _ 


grass cut, pressed and sent down to railway stations. The special officer 
appointed on tHis duty has however been instructed to endeavour as far as 
possible to sell the grass to traders for distribution at the. earliest stage of the © 
transit at which they appear to offer a reasonable price for it. As the whole 
quantity which can be imported will suffice for but a fraction of the cattle required 
to be kept in the districts, any attempt to distribute it by State agency to culti- 


vators must fail, and there is no alternative to the disposal of it by competition. - 


It has however been directed that advances may be made in kind instead of cash 
to cultivators who wish to have the grass for the preservation of their agricul 
tural cattle. I am to state that the Ayents of the Railway Companies have 
agreed to carry fodder for cattle by rail to the affected districts at low rates. 


‘These rates are not restricted to grass cariied at the cost of Government, but 


will apply to fodder imported into the affected districts by private enterprise. ’ 
| ‘ ; terprise, 
This So = erage of leaving the jmpchation - far as AUB. to 
ptivate trade and will refrain from any competition which i 

ihe aap bers y pe which is calculated to render 


_ £9. The financial position of this Government, so far as it can be gauged 
at present, is explained in my letter to the Finance and Commerce Department 
No. 23, dated 4th instant, The following statement shows the estimates of the 
expenditure likely to be incurred on famine relief as furnished by the Collectors 
of the Central Division and the Commissioner, Southern Division :— 
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Reliet works «| 18,20,090| 59,50: | 3,44,425 3.75000! 4+21,875) 4,80,0%} 39,98,800) 21,00,000 (1) The 
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ove, there will also direct charges’ 
¢, such a eon account of grain compensation to Government — 
ply of fodder to affected districts, extra police and medical — 
: ¢, etc., and Provincial resources are approaching exhaustion. It 
will be seen that the local resources available to meet expenditure on 
- famine relief are very small. The Dhdrwér and Belgaum District Local 
Boards are already rita ‘on relief works at their expense, the former 
with the aid of a.loan from Government, and the Municipalities of Yeola and 
_ Malegaon in the Nasik District have applied to Government for loans of © 
Rs0,000 and 825,000, respectively, to enable them to assist weavers in 
distress. The Municipality of Pandharpur in the Sholdpur District has con- 
tributed K 2,500 for the maintenance of a poor-house at that place. The other 
Local Boards and Municipalities concerned have not so far been able to take 
any substantial measures towards supplementing the efforts of Government to 
relieve distress, u 


20. The probable extent to which suspensions of collections of the land 
revenue may be necessary within the current financial year is stated in myletter 
to the Finance Department mentioned in the preceding paragraph. It is im- | 
possible, however, to make any accurate forecast until the probable outturn of | 
the standing rabi crops can be ascertained. A recommendation has been made’ . 
with re: to one district that in the current year the dates of instalments for 
collections in the rabi areas should be fixed a month later than usual owing to 
the lateness of the crops, and this measure may be found necessary in all the 
affected districts. The following are the estimates of suspensions and remissions ~ 
for the revenue year ending 31st July already furnished by the Collectors. «A 
further report will be made on this subject when the data for a forecast are more 


definite :-— 
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NORTHERN Division— 
Ahmed. ide 
2 R 
Nadecutuceg et 


Kaira at cate 
Panch Mahdls . 
Broach > . 
Surat e 4 
Thana . . 

Total for Northern Division 


CENTRAL Division— 
: Shol4pur . . 
Ahmednagar 


Poona 
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are recognizing their responsibilities in this matter + 








KOLHA'PUR AND SOUTHERN MARATHA COUNTRY STATES. ies 


dated 3rd December 1896, from the Political Agent, a 
Kothdpur and Southern Marétha Country.) else 





(Extracts from a Memorandum, 


I.—KOLHAPUR. 


As yet there is no t distress ; labourers are still employed in harvesting opera - 
tions in ‘pate of the State, and there is no demand yet for large relief works. About 
1 inch of rain fell 10 days ago, and this has improved prospects and lowered prices. Pre-> 
sent price of jow4ri is 22 Tb per rupee. The scarcity is most severe in the Katkol and 
Panhdla mahdls. All arrangements are ready for opening relief works. The Dewan has 
been appointed Famine Commissioner. $ 


Il.—S ANGLI. 


‘There is no real distress except in the Mangalvedha and Kuchi tdlukas. These two 
télukas ‘have an area of 462 square miles and population 62,975, and relief works are about 
to be commenced there. In the meantime fagdi is being freely given. In Shirhatti — 
téluka the crops are good. Recent rains have slightly improved prospects everywhere, 
Fodder supply still fair except in Mangalvedha, where there is great scarcity. Prices 4 
vary from 3¢ Ib in Shirhatti to 20 Ib in Kuchi, 


. a 
: Ill.—MIRAJ (SENIOR). 
Scarcity is greatest in the Modnimb t4luka. Elsewhere the recent rains have so im- 
ed prospects that there is no danger for the present, Tagdéi advances are being freely 
iven. The Chief imports grain from Mysore and sells it at cost price in Miraj market 
without interfering with other traders. The result is to prevent a “corner” in grain. 
Prices vary from 32 Ib at Miraj to a1 at Modnimb. No special relief works opened yet. 


IV.—MIRAJ (JUNIOR). 


Real distress only in Kuroli petha, where relief works have been opened In the other 
two pethas, especially Gudgeri,*crops are fair and there is no danger at present. Prices 
» vary from 32 Ib in Gudgeri to 19 Ibs. in Kuroli, 


V—JAMKHANDI. ~ 


In erm pe téluka the crops are good. In Jamkhandi and Bidri t4lukas there in die: 
tress. Relief works have been opened and support about 300 persons. Recent rains 
have slightly improved prospects. Price of jowdri 22 tb at Jamkhandi. . 


VI.—MUDHOL. 


Rabi crops much benefited by recent rain of 24 inches, and cold weather jowdéri has 
been sown, which will serve for fodder for cattle if it does not ripen to grain, No actual 
distress at present. Price of jow4ri 24 Tb at Mudhol, { 


VIL—KURUNDVA’D STATES, 


No real distress except in Tikota Mahdl near Bij4pur, where relief works ha 
opened. Price of jow4ri 24 lbs. Some lands have been sown since recent nie ae non | 


VIIL—RA’MDURG. 
There is much scarcity in this State, and recent fall of 2} inches of rain has only _ 
effected slight improvement, Relief works have been opened i i A 
1,200 w/a owéri 22 lbs. per rupee. ened sa ae Slee i bec crs: 
f IX—JATH, “Seg 
_ The distress here is greater than elsewhere in the Agency, and pri 
to long distance from railway. In Jath Mahél sOudat dain hes thas cosa ined wae 
Karajgi Mahdl the condition is serious, Relief works have been op ened t 
persons at present and tagdi advances are being widely given. sobua ad tbe 
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in the Atpadi Mahdl. which is mixed up with the eastern 
g to the latest information. The numbers are not expected to exe 
“4,000 at any time. The situation has been much improved by the rainfall of — 










feces In the mabal of Gundal on the borders of the winger district, the rabi crops are 
ety and stocks of grain are reported to be large. lief works have, however, been © 
“kept ready, and tagdi advances amounting to Rs 4,000 have been made — 
Grain compensation is being given to low paid public servants, and suspensions of — 
land revenue have been ordered on a sufficiently liberal scale, a 
Ni 4 
= 

















PHALTAN (SA/TA’RA AGENCY). i 
e 


‘This State is better off than Aundh, In the western portion the rainfall was not 
quite seasonable, and some distress is expected there. Relief works sufficient to employ 
1,000 persons have been provided. There are no relief works at present. ar Sea 
SA’VANTVA'DI STATE. Soa eee 

‘There is no famine at present in this State, but prices of food grains range very = 
high, and some distress may be caused among the poorer classes as the hot season + 
approaches. Provision has therefore been made for relief works to be started in case a 

necessity. Inquiry is being made to ascertain if any remissions or postponements of — agids 
land revenue tions will be necessary. Measures have been taken to guard against 


failure of water supply in the hot season. 


AKALKOT (SHOLA’PUR AGENGY). 


The rainfall of November last improved the condition of crops in the nothern portion 
of the State, and no relief measures ate necessary there. In the southern parts of the 
State crops are in poor condition, and there is a demand for relief, Works sufficient _ 
to meet this demand have been started. A grant of R 4,000 for tak4vi advances has 
been sanctioned, and cultivators are freely taking advantage of them. A large area of 
the State forests has been opened to free grazing of cattle, and arrangements have been 
made for the sale of grass at a cheap rate to cultivators. ( . 
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BHOR STATE (POONA AGENCY). + AS 


The population of the State is 155,669. There is no reason to suppose that any. 
excessive proportion will require relief. Relief works have been started, and according to 
the latest information 446 persons were employed on them, and 56 were rece é 
gratuitous relicf. The Chief has ce 3 to open grain shops at each tdluka to sell grain 


to poor persons at cost price and is inducing respectable merchants. and in dealers to” 4 
import grain, Reserved forests have been opened for free pasturage, and the collection” 


of forests fruits and fire-wood has been allowed this year free of charge. ¥ ge 


¥ SAVANUR (DHA’RWA’R AGENCY). + 
There is no immediate prospect of distress in this State, Since the recent rainfall | ieee 


A al 


the condition of the rabi crops has greatly improved. There is ample provision for relief 
works in case necessity for starting them arises, Pa 
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T, W. HOLDERNESS, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. See : 
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PUBLIC. WORKS DEPARTMENT : 


~ 


CIVIL WORKS. 
Telegraph. 


RATION REPORT OF, THE INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH 


ADMINIST 
“ DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1895-96. 





No. 26-T. dated Calcutta, the 2oth January, 1897. 
RESOLUTION—By the Government of India, Public Works Department. 





1a . 
f READ— 
on : Despatch from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, No, 25 Telegraph, dated 
Re the 26th November, 1896, and enclosures, being the Administration port of | 
the Indo-European Telegraph Department for the year 1895-96, and the India aes 
Office note reviewing it. a: 





ORDER.—Ordered that the Report and Note be published in the Supple- 


ment to the Gazette of India. 
N. F. MACKENZIE, 





r. : . Under Secretary to the Government of India. 
i ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT 


F 1895-96. 3a 


CAPITAL AND REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


1. Capital—The Capital account of the Department was increased by — 
R46, 321, making the capital expenditure to end of the year Ri,i4,So che 
The increase was chiefly due to outlay on construction of guarters for the sig- 
nalling staff at Teheran; by providing these the revenue € nditure in sue- 
ceeding years will be decreased, as the signalling clerks will no longer draw rent 
allowance :— ig 
The following statement shows ho 


















w the above increase is made up :— __ 










it ats lag: tr was Se gt against R8,26,897 in the past 
, ora ‘oes of Ro,447- It is a profit of R8,52,631 on 










Hea 









iis and expenditure of the current and previous years. For details, see 


i eaeetix B:— 


Earnings, 











Heap or Account. 1895-96. 






















. R R 
+Traffic Earnings + | 18,14,916 | 19,40,495 |1,25,579 
Common Purse . + |—1,54,007 |—1,55,171 a 


Australasian Message 
Fund y «| —99,788 
Profit and loss. ‘ —508 

















—1,51,741 
—716 















Total Message Revenue | 15,60,619 


16,32,867 |1,25,579 
Miscellaneous Revenue 9,801 os, 


37,214 27,413 | hs 


16 70,081 |1,52,992 | 53,331 











TOTAL 15,70,420 





NET INCREASE 99,661 





Videadiler ssi : 







1894-95. 1895-96. 



















R & 
1,36,014 | 1,39,806 

28,407 20,774 
1,80,960 | 1,80,454 
1,90,815 1,85,419 


99)257 88,365 
59/134 64,459 
96,804 131,399 
24,574 | . 16,774 


10,000 











Persian Gulf— 
General charges 
Line maintenance 
Si nalling = : 
Cable maintenance . 

Persian Section — 













London Otc Establshent (na80l.). wich ts fachodsd an part ofthe seeing 
F gs” includes the amount in India, asalso the loss on 


ae 


soul 





2 *»:. » nea 


i working sa Rie t a eras, 523 in 1894-95, an improvement — 


when th ig iaalined was Bisjoass. The ex- 


he following statement shows the chief differences between the earn- — nee 


Pecks nies ae 











ings of the telegraph steamer Patrick Stewart. 











revenue there is a net increase of R72,248 01 
year wholly due to earnings in India on homeward transit me: 

eous+ revenue shows an increase of R27,413 consisting part 
proceeds of cable core in England, and partly of an increase in t 






EXPENDITURE. 
- . EMAL. 
5. The increase and the decrease under the main heads are as follows :— oF 


(1) General Charges—Gulf Section —The increase is caused chiefly by 
the payment of arrear subsidies due to some of the local chiefs in 
the Persian Gulf Section. 

(2) General Charges—Persian Section.—The decrease is partly due to 
furlough allowances paid in England to officers on leave having 
been less than similar payments made during the previous year, 
and partly to short expenditure under travelling allowance superin- 
tendence. 


(3) Line Maintenanze—Culf Section —The decrease is due chiefly to less 
outlay having been found necessary during the year on repairs 
to land lines tnan in the previous year. 

(4) Line Maintenance—Persian Section.—The increase is due partly to 
more stores having been required for repairs to lines than in the 

revious year, and partly to a slight increase in the cost of the 
inspectors’ staff consequent on arrangements made during leave. 


(5) Signaliing—Gulf and Persian Sections—The decrease under Gulf 
Section is trifling and does not call for any remark. The increase 
under Persian Section is wholly due te a portion of the new. build- 
ings at Teheran having been charged to revenue, 1895-96; the 
Government of India having ordered that so much of the cost of 
the new buildings as represents the recovery made from the sale of 
the old buildings, which was credited to revenue in 1890, is now to 
be debited to the revenue account, the difference only being charged 
to capital. Considering the signalling staff of the Department are — 
on an incremental scale of pay, the decrease under this head shows 
that strict economy is being observed. 


(6) Cable Maintenance—Gulf Section —The decrease is due chiefly to less 
repairs having been found necessary to the cable steamer Pafrick 
Stewart during 1895-96 than in the preceding year. 


Net REVENUE, 
6. Ona total Capital expenditure of R1,14,89,206 a net profit of R8,52,631 


was earned, which gives a dividend of 7°42 per cent. a: compared with a divi- — 5 


years are as follows :— 


dend of 6 50 per cent, in 1894-95. The dividends earned during the past six 


















+ 








, and Indi; or Trans-India mice versd during. the year by 
three Administrations (viz., the Eastern Telegraph Company, Pe Indo- 
ropean Telegraph Company, and this Department) rose from 5,110,230 to 
.954,75'}, showing an incréase of 844,520}, while the net value also shows an. 
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Increase of 123,440/, 18. 5d. The Department’s share of the Purse shows an 
increase of 10,6724. 15s. 8d., chiefly’caused by the increase to the Department's 
percentage on Indian traffic, while the amount paid into the Purse was more than 
an the previous year by 11,112/. 25. 7d. 


Fos 


8. The following table shows the sums paid in and drawn out by the 
Department annually since the agreement was concluded :— 







































é £ £ ; 

at bun e 42,265 62,256 19,991! 
1879-80. . 52,488 68,905 16,417 

. 1880-81. : 57,235 75,295 19, 
1881-82. : 67,108 4,798 I ¥ 
1887-83. .| 110,728 4.914 ae ; 
1883-84. x 81,408 76,584 oy 
1884-85 . ~~ 85,376 5738 ae 
1885-86 + +| 107,317 O12 e 
1886-87... . pt! 96" 75,206 tes 
1887-8 ° 73, 74,021 2,213 ‘ 










1888-89. . 
1889-90 
18go-9! 
1891-92 
1892-93 
1893-94 


1894-9 
1895-98 


ToTAL Excess | 
PAID IN. 


91,295 7425 
85 661 3,180 
959774 774°7 
102,641 83,352 
94,209 | 83,894 
97,469 | 89,327 
99,267 91,012 
110,380 101,685 




























1,432,721 





1,533:409 
















) 
Divisions of Traffic. —The following are the proportions according to which 
the Joint Purse receipts are divided Under the Supplemental Agreement 
referred to in the previous Report Gan. 9), which came into force from 1st 
January 1894, this Department's stare of Indian traffic was increased from 
Hise 18°06 per cent. on the ground that the Perso-Indian receipts dealt with 
by the Department alone were local receipts :— 








“| ow Taans-Inoiaw Taarri 
Vid Indo- | 

Vid Suez. | European | — 

Route. 





fe 





Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. Per cent. 





1878-79 . +| 703! 28:69 95°26 ie Laer 
1899.80 P Ps 67 91 32°09 94°10 5:90 oe 
1880-81 : 69°01 30°99 92°50 ey Sei: 
1881-82. : 64°63 35°37 81°26 18°74 
188283. ‘ 48°34 51°66 59°26 40 sae 
1883-84 s ; 55°90 44°04 83°52 16°4 ei. 
1884-85 ; B 53°02 46°98 84°44 15°56 

1£85-86 . ; 5214 47°86 75°91 24° 

1886-87. . 55°46 44°54 85°32 14 

1887-88. : 60°93 39°07 86 48 13°52 

1888-89 ; : 51°69 48°31 Chey 22°96 

1889-90 + : 49°92 50°08 2°89 is a 
1890-91 "4 é 40°07 53°33 83°21 16°79 | ee 
18gi-.2 . 43°52 56°4 80 75 19°25 on 
189293 + . 48°09 51°g! 82°49 | 17°58 i 
1893-04 = | 58°75 48°25 85'20 14° ‘ 

189495 « . 48 91 «5109 84°31 15°69 Be 
189595 + 49°03 50°97 84'09 1591 pals. 





11. /nterruptions afecling Foint Purse Agreement.—\nterruptions which — en 
affected traffic between Teheran and Karachi occurred only on the Persian 
Section, and amounted to 5 hours, 16 minutes. Beyond Teheranto London 
the Indo-Furopean Company's lines were totally interrupted for 399 hours, 22 
minutes. an. 
Two of these interruptions affected the divisions ofthe Joint Purseand 
occurred on the ‘Indo-European Company’s lines. lasting for 9 days, a 

12 Onthe Turkish route interruptions occurred between Fao and Constan- a 
tinople, lasting 111 days, 17 hours, 35 minutes. The working of this route — 
continues to be very unsatisfactory. Sle 

During the last six years the Turkish route be Fao has been interrupt- _ 


ed as follows :— 








i¥ 





























Year. 1890-91. 1891-92. 1892+93- 1893-94. 1894-95. 





Dass, hours, : 
minutes | 629537 | 77-842 108-9-54 | 101-541 | 1§0-0-52 





The Department was only liable to the joint Purse for 75 days’ 
tions at Fes _o per diem, % 


AUSTRALASIAN MESSAGE FUND. 


»3 Full particulars regarding the nature of this Fund are gi 
Administration Report of 1893-94 (page 6, paras. 14 to 17). In Api 
however, a Supplemental Agreement was entered into under which, fr 

1895, the neneee-gpscanees = sniiuont to 227, o00/., but the sum 
any one year by the colonies is limited to 10,000/. The agreement was 
binding for at est five years. = ee 

The Departmental receipts for this year show an increase 

» the receipts in 188>, on which the original Australasian Me 
based. See Appendix C (1). : ie 


ae 









e rr i Sapna Statements E I and E H, shows — 
ced ta dyin ons of ig epartment. The number of words : 
was 1,924,734 against 1,699,729 in the previous year, showing an increase 
r sospas: tne the value as stated in francs shows an increase from 2,497,951 to. 
2,786,951 
Siti In Indian currency the earnings of the Taplin are more by 
~R1,25,579, being iippe! 5 against R18,14,916. 
16, Durin year the comparative value of the franc and rupee 
~ has varied stea ily vour se the rupee, rising in April 1895 from 1 franc = 
"74 Tupee to 1 feat = ‘66 rupee in April 1896. As compared with the 
previous the exchange value of the rupee has risen lamer gS This 
Recounts! ir th the disproportionate decrease in the revenue expressed in rupee 
as compared with the increase in the number of words. : 


. The variations were as follows :— 











From tst April to goth April 1895 .* . . - 76 of a rupee. 
From 1st May to 31st October 1895 . . «. “74 0f arupee. 
From 1st November to 21st February 1896. + . "71 of a rupee, 
From 22nd_February to 2gth February 1895- . .  *68 of a rupee, “| 
From 1st March to gist March 1896 yg. . +  °66 of a rupee. 


17. The following table gives the amounts paid into the Joint Purse by the 
Department as comipared with its wer ter gene revenue :— ; 


ee a: 


" } tion ; . | £763,683 | 652,902 16,909 
| Persian Section .| 250,125 | 92,778 | 10,548 


| TOTAL FRANCS . 27,457 





eee Fg gives at number of messages and oaths carried under 
fut f 


_ the casa remus during the past five years :— 
Press. 
| “ Times" (special rate). 


e aan Comercial and Private. 


length of pri te and commercial ” messages was 1 . 

ee eae 12°67 words in the preyious year. Thc aves ut 

) trom the averages of the past Seven years, is $16 words, 

fn addition to the messages classified in Appendix 1, 

io + oe were forwarded to the | _l799, meseages, 
rge. are called “Government Seer — telogtome, and 

ge d ber yield “pai at ene rates. 


are 











Ua a ee HBBG-Qo* . .  T gg ff | Foo os 





a 1890-91. . ‘ -|. 93°92 6:08 Ciinoed int 
Bgr-g2 «S| 92°97 | 7°83 PN oe 
ie 1892-93. ; -| 92°96 704 © & | , : 
sil | 1893-04. 3+ «| 93% ff Sge. 
1894-95 - «- -sf  9496 564 ih 
(1895-96. 93°55, | O45 

22, The meam rate of transmission of telegrams between the United King- 
dom and Bushire, and between Karachi and Teheran, the latter being the Sec- 
tion worked by the Department, during each of the past six years is as 
follows :— . : 

23. Appendix G gives the details, month by month, of the d of work- 
ing between Karachi and .Teheran, and in Appendix H_ similar details are 
supplied with regard to the speed between the United Kingdom and} Karachi; 

vid Teheran and vié Turkey. -These statements show that a very high rate ol 
speed has been maintained on the Teheran route. _ ; 

24. Check of Ervers,—The accuracy of transmission over the lines of the 
Department for the past two years is shown below. It will be seen that in this 
respect the year under review compares favourably with the preceding one. 

1894-95 .. +.) 0284 per cent. ‘ 
f 1895-96 *, “ op fe OMB ign ta Sh ba 


' 95. During the past year no changes have been introduced into the 

___ thods of testing our cables.and land lines. An. alteration has, however, beat 

made in the working. Formerly Karachi transmitted messages on two circuits 
to. Bushire, and Bushire retransmitted: them to Teheran on two circuits, But 
since June 1895 automatic translation-working has been introduced; at Bushire 
whereby Karachi is enabled. to work direct to Teheran on o 


distanee of 1,976} miles (600 submarine cable and 1 A 
messages ate only retransmitted by Bushire on the second 
alteration has worked so successfully that it is _ | when 
instruments are ready (they have been ‘ot ed. for), t 
Bushire on both circuits, The result, it is hoped, ¢ 


poet: 
wa 
ened 




















transmission, and will 
is stafl employed at Bushires : 


ee accuracy in 





Non-deliveries due to ia- 
sufficient, address 
Dela: oe! BEA 


i . 


Mis-deliveries 
efund of reply deposit 
not used - 

Miscellaneous ‘references . 


TOTAL 











‘ec ee 








Of the above, 45 were not admitted by the Administrations converned; or ©: 
are stilk being investigated by them. Of the we 103 this Department is. 
responsible for 14. 


al 
" ESTABLISHMENT. 


27. The ite casualties occurred during the year :— 


I Assistant Superintendent (retired). 
1 Officer of the “ Patrick Stewart” (cable steamer). 
I eral service clerk, 

esk clerk. 


Died :—~ 

1 local service clerk, 

1 office clerk. 
Dismissed :— 

2 general service cleske. 


CABLES, .— 
PERSIAN GULF SECTION, 


28. The lengths of the various cable sections on the “re March 1895 and 
1896 were,as falhows : 











501°827 
§20°578 


501'872° 
















From Customs Cable House through Junction Box to Marsah 


Fort (Harbour Cables) 


PURGE ie Trem cacy en: sc, tars Oe 
From Junction Box to Manora and Beach Forts (Fowler-Waring © 
Cables) . . . . . . . . . 1°328 
From Central Office to Customs Cable House (land line copper _ es 
: ‘ , ae | 





wire). ° . : : . . 
ie : Total. 9°635* ; 
r or 8-376 knots. % 
' ———— 

Miles. 


ii) A telephone line for the Port Trust connecting the Port Trust 
Office at Karachi with the Port Trust and Port Officer’s Offices — 


at Manora, 4“ , 
Land line—Manora to Box IX . 24 Ps 6 a 0367 > 
Harbour Cable to Customs Cable House. ; obi ig ea ’ 
Land line to Port Trust Office , . . o> =e ODO 

; 7 re 
~ Total - 5 835 
or 5'061 knots. 





Electrical Condition of the Cables. 


* 40. Fao-Bushire’ Cable-—This cable still contains a small fault, which 
resists attempts to break it down, and this reduces the insulation to about 3 
megohms per knot. The cable continues to work well. 


Bushire-Fask Cable of 1869.—The insulation of this cable is 94 megohms 
per knot. This is as high as.can be expected. “9 
Bushire-Fask Cable of 1885.—This is satisfactory. The average insue 
lation for the year remains at 627 megohms per knot. Only one fault occurred, | 
detailed below. : ae ae 
Jask-Manora Cable —The insulation of this section is lower than last 
year, viz. about 81 megohms per knot. It is working satisfactorily, but i a 
careful watching. J ue i a ak 






A * Peer ne, 
=~ Interruptions. ; 
31. There was no total break of the cables during the year. The i 


ions on account of repairs to partial faults amounted altogether to 15 
55 minutes, and caused no interruption to the traffic. — + a3 


he ite 4 










i ? Repairs and Renewals. 
32. During the past year no renewals have been mad 
undertaken. repairs necessitated ‘fies lateness “of —. 
amount of cable from stock, viz. the India-rubber Cable repair 
above required only 1°54 knots of second-class cable, whilst only 1067 
eceoel cable were expended over the repair of the Gutta- 
1885, Of the cable recovered during these two repairs, 1'263 


POC Te cotnaindes 4s tne Hiroe Dietenibe lint 
y Office, 1:0¢0 miles, is maintained ty the 










¢ of Cable and Cable in Stock, 





nine araen Knots. 
* Cable in stock on tst April 1895 . ; ; . §7°240 

_ Cable manufactured and recovered from sea and brought on 

MOM ee cae ae ony A ca. 3, OD 





: TOTAL 78" 
Cable expended in repairs . ; ° . . . ° ee 


— 


ifabeiey fe _ Leaving on 31st March 1896 a balance of = «—-75'713. 


Summary of the History of the Cables and their Mechanical Condition 
during the year 1895-96. 


33. Fao-Bushire Gutta-percha Cable-——This cable remains faulty as report- 


ed last year, An attempt was made in January last to break down the fault, — - | 


but without success. The fault (or faults)-in this section do not interfere in the _ 


least with the working. As the cable has not been lifted since June 1894, it is 


impossible to speak with certainty as to its mechanical condition, but it may = 


be taken as satisfactory. ' 
34- Bushire-Fask India-rubber Cable of 1869.—!" this section only one 


fault occurred during the past year. The cable was reported faulty of 23rd | 


December 1895, and was repaired during the down trip of the Patrick 
Stewart on 15th January 1896. This fault occurred in a pare of cable laid 
just a year previously, when a fault was cut out at almost t 
449°638 knots from Bushire. 
The mechanical condition of this cable may be taken as good. 
35. Bushire-Pask Gutta-percha Cable of 1885.—Duting the past year on 
one fault occurred in this cable. It was reported faulty on 8th March 1896, 
.and was repaired on 22nd March. The fault was in the shore end off Jask, and 
was evidently caused by a borer. Within a few feet of the fault the c 
showed other marks of the borer at work. sank 
The mechanical condition of this section may be considered satisfactory. 
36. Fask-Manora Gutta-percha Cable.—No faults have occurred in this 
section throughout the past year, and its mechanical condition may be consi- 
dered fairly satisfactory. 
49. Harbour Cables.—Three faults have occurred during the past year in 
these cables. vm : 
_ The first was reported im the spare cable (No. 1) on and October 1895. 


€ same spot, viz., 


The cable was cut on 17th and was repaired on 18th idem. The fault was caused 


by a borer. The same cable was bagain reported faulty on. the 23th October 
189, . It was cut on 31st and repaired on and November 1895. In this case 
the fault was caused where a new road is being constructed. 

On the 4th November 1895 the No. 4 or Military Cable used for the Har- 
bour Defence System was rted faulty. It was cut on 5th and repaired on 
6th idem in the vicinity of the last-mentioned fault, the damage being due to the 
same cause, E pe 

38 The aérial wires are still being used between the Central Office and the 
* Customs Cable House. The mh the seven-core Fowler-Waring Cable has 
bein? »stponed until the arrival of t 


“Indian Telegraph Department for the use of the Harbour Defence 
to serve the lead sheathing with yarn and compound before laying. 








wn) 


EMESIS RNa Brie 2h 1% 
b ont HEI . ees Cable St «, : St : » 
oh completing the laying of a new cable, etc., between India and 






t 
1... The two cables are to be laid in the same trench, and it is proposed 


Fowler-Waring Cable ordered from Eng- : 






Fes and one 8 
Cable-houses and Cable Land Lines. 


* 40. The whole of the cable-houses have been inspected and cable end 
renewed when necessary." Ths cable land lines at the various stations are — 






satisfactory. geek 
- Manora Cable Factory. Hong ‘ 
Ee 41. The following is a summary of the work done in the Cable acting? aie, 
* during the year:— ie 
Knots. * 5 | 
Celie maniacs % ach een : + 20°000. ° msl 
1» Tecovere brought on charge 4 A « 1263 = 
» Stripped for core : # Ne . « 04012 |. ‘ 
Core stripped for copper. * ‘i “ . » O9212 
“perc 2 n 
» sent to London { Piva tabber soon ai : .  Ge00 


At present we have the following core coiled in the tanks :— 


Gutta-percha core, rst class (received from England) R Tp Pa 
" stripped, to be made into cable as oii : 


requi . . . + 15533 
2nd class, stri ed. . . * « 0683. 
P India. rubber’ core : Pe p 083 


We bave also on hand short pieces of table “which are kept. 
for sale and fencing purposes . : . ev a 


42. The vertical boiler has been pee by the Government boiler in- 
pector, and reported to be in very good condition. A certificate has been 
gated i a further period of 12 months, v72,, till and December 1 , 
locomotive. boiler, now 27 years old, has been condemned and a new 
{ope «bale has sat Nig ast) aos. t it should nave lasted so many years, . 
water havi een used, is a conyinc roof of the car atten 
to At s dues of — Heghes, the Chief Yi Ati : sc? n> 
. The cable machinery remains the same as_ last, year good 
order. a Some small alterations will have to be made to enable pep serv the 
seven-core Fowler-Waring Cable with tape and compound, 


Working and Testing. 


44. The average difference between the assumed and 
cable faults during the year was 0°26 knots. a a, Position of 


m4 


MEKRAN Coast LAND Line. ee, 3 


- The lengths of the various sections of this lin 
; *. were a same as last year is. :— e on the gist marsh 1896 








Karachi,to Sonmiani branch 
‘Sonmiani branch, — 


i 
pia to, Pasni Biases 
i Branch * nt 4 
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vara Os About 40 ‘of badly c rrode wire and 24 cotfoded iron. standards. ee 
E- eanevbinbwod. “Thetite sll clocdiy ic ; Sg Siupicldidadests . 
_ who had all the fluid insulators Stake end sefied with insulating fluid. 


; Interruptions. 
_ 47+ The total interruptions on the land line during the past year amounted 
to 21 hours, 55 minutes, of which 11 hours were due to wilful damage between 
Gwadur and Charbar, for which the Chief concerned has been fined. This 
interruption continued till 1-30 P.M.on 1st Aptil, another 13} hours, 7 


+ 48. The partial interruptions, i.e,, those not affecting communication, 
amounted to 10 days, 13 hours, 29 minutes, of which wilful damage between 
Karachi and Ormara is responsible for 16 hours, 12 minutes, leaving 9 days, 
21 hours, 17 minutes, partial imterruptions due to accidental causes, chiefly 

corrosion of wires, cage 


Inspections. 


49. All the offices of this section were inspected by the Director during — 
the past year, and were. found to be in a satisfactory state. The buildings gene- 
rally were in good repair. ~ 


PERSIAN SECTION. 


50. Line Maintenance.— In addition to the ordinary line repairs, one short 
diversion was carried out which will render the line more secure. 


51.. Offices.— Funds were not provided by the Persian Government for the 
completion of Abadeh Office to make it secure from floods, The Treasury 
officers reported no funds were avilable for the purpose.” 


2. /nterruptions—During 1895-96 there was only one total interruption, 
which lasted 5 hours, 16 minutes, on the 11th of April 1895. This was wilf 
caused by a party of raiders. The Inspector on arrival at the break at mi 
night found a standard had been broken, the insulators pulverized, and lengths 
from all three wire carried away. The culprits were never traced, despite 
the urgency of the claim made that they should be brought to justice. 


The interruptions.on this sectién from all causes’ during’ the past’ three 
years have been :— ; 








; There sane _acts of wilful damage’ committed. 1895 +96; 
53- 909 3 


‘ being 101 more than in 1894-95, and 22 less than ina 


Li opti Swe ge and recovered’ winst = ghee titel 
forthe year was Krans 6,341°50,+ or 1,983°50 more than last year, and Krans 
; ae than: ; OL ine Above sum Krans 3 stole tot overall from 








ind the balance of Krans 16399159 t Hef Britannic 
ajesty’s: L . The accounts for wi ecu oop Bie ate | 
ist February to g1st January of each year to suit'the convenience of | ul 


Government, * rt 
ands have since been supplied and the work eomflleted. 
ft, Nota—goo kransaaioo rupees at-the present rate of exchange. 




















1895-96 . . 
rs oo — = - = \ 

- * 5. Our relations with the Persian authorities ‘land people were as cordial 
| as heretofore during the year under consideration. ‘There was a e amount 
of highway robbery perpetrated during the year. The muleteer accompan 
two Sind Ea clerks, who were going on transfer from Shiraz to the Nort 
twas robbed of his money during May 1895, and the whole party had to r 
to Shiraz. At the Director’s urgent request the Governor at once refunded to — 
the muleteer the sum he had lost, and so-enabled our party to proceed on t aie 
journey. They were ordered to take guards with them by His Royal Hi hness 
the Zil es Sultan as soon as they entered his province ; and other BEES RN of : 
the staff were likewise obliged to obtain protection when travelling, 

56. On 2oth August a muleteer going to Dehbeed from Ispahan was — oa 
robbed near Surmeh of stores, the property of the Department and of the. clerk ~ 
nt Dehbeed, to the total value of Krans 16435. Compensation was received for 
this from the Persian page ape ve 3 wie 

Another signalling clerk was pursued by robbers in the neighbourhood 
of Kisoesa-Shah on rith March 1896. d A s Rabson ins 

® 57. The country was much disturbed throughout its extent, as_ evinced by aN, 

fighting at Borasjoon in July 1895, serious rioting at Tabreez in August 18 a 
and disturbances at Ispahan and Bushire in fan 1895, but no alee 
harm resulted to the Telegraph Department. Doubtless much of this rioting 
_was due to the discontent and want casued by the introduction of large quanti- 
ties of copper money, and its consequent great depreciation in value as com- 
pared with silver. ; , 

~ 68. A very serious disturbance of a political mature took place at Abadeh — “| 
on 18th February 1896. The office was besieged by a noisy mob of the inhabi- — mle, 
tants of that place, to the number of 2,500 persons, headed by the High Priest - ae 
who threatened to incite the people to riot unless the Governor of Abadeh 
was deposed. The Director reported the state of affairs to the British and. 

Persian authorities in Teheran. The clerk at Abadeh, with the Director's anes. “4 
tion, visited the unpopular Governor and induced him to flee, which he did at cae 

2 A.-M, on the igth, thus preventing a riot. The Governor was deposed on ae 

that day, and things quieted down. : a 

59. The state of affairs as regards su plies of forage and baggage animals. 
has improved since last year’s report. The cost of carriage from Bushire | 

Shiraz remained abnormally high till July 1895, but has since fallen to an avere 

age of Krans 85 per 650 Ibs, for 15 days’ transit. 
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Buildings. 


$0. The site for the new quarters for the staff at Teh } 23 
sian square yards,* was purchased in July 1895, and be ‘an enh pe: 
cial year one block of married quarters and one of rine Hi quarters were: 
in, but not plastered or glazed. The verandahs also were not built, The t 
dary wall and napa finished, .and the walling and roof of one block of 
vants’ quarters for single quarters were finished ; Gab ae 
tor’s gente shage a . BH ne we oe ba 
61, ‘The title deeds for the ground were registered in 

Recs ty's Legation, and are deposited in the sidhaies i wen tm 
"is in charge of the Superintendent, Teheran, His _ ately the Muk 
- Dowlah granted a supply of drinking water from his pri conduit for th 





private 
© One Persian yard equals 40°75 English inches. 












an square yards,* in February 1896. The title deeds have bees 
gistered in the Legation and Sépnained:\a the Departmental safe. 

_ _ "63. A store-room was rebuilt at Bushire at a cost of Krans 6,500, on the 
site of the one previously existing, which had become unserviceab e, and was 
completed by contract in February 1896. 


Rs hein Medical. 


64. Dr, Aganoor was appointed as an Extra Medical Assistant Superinten+ 
dent on 10th May 1895 for six months, vce Dr. Scully, absent on furlough 
_ with medical certificate, The staff at Shiraz suffered severely from fever 
during the summer and autumn of 1895. 
Yan eae 


Meteorology and Survey. 


_ 65. The thanks of the sig mgs, We reporter in India were given for the 
daily weather telegrams sent from Teheran and Ispahan to India during the 
period January till the middle of March. He states these telegrams were most 

_ useful and valuable, occasionally giving three days’. warning of the probable 
occurrence of rainy weather in Upper India, and stormy snowy weather in the 
hills. They were discontinued in March being no lowger required. Captain 
Lenox Conyngham, R.E., of the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India,’ com- 

" menced at Te a series of observations for longitude, ete., with Berlin on 


gist October, which'lasted till 15th December 1895. A series with Bushite 


then commenced on the rst and ended 15th March 1896. Lines were erected 
to connect his observatory with the International Office. Captain Conyngham 
stated the series with Bushire was most satisfactory. -The retardation of the 
¢lectric current over the. section proved to be o’05 seconds, 


MESHED Ling, 


66. Maintenance and Repairs.—148 new juniper poles. and 637 Indian 
field pattern insulators were placed in- position; also 101 old poles were re- 
erected after rotten bases had been sawn off. 

67. The third annual payment of the sum of Krans 24,695 from the 
Persian Government, although due on the ‘ist April 1895, was not received 
‘until October. Details of expenditure are given in Appendix K. 

68. Offices.—The Sabzwar, Semnan, and Aivanikieg Offices were refitted 
throughout. The instruments at all the out-stations were taken to pieces by 
the Assistant Superintendent and thoroughly cleaned; new batteries were also 
made, The amount of battery power now usedis half what was required in 


1892, and it may be possible still further to reduce it. 


69. The insulation and conductivity are now so good that translation at 


Shahrud is not an advan and has been discontinued. 
70. Interruptions.—The line was interrupted for 397 hours, 18 minutes, 
during the year. The interruptions from all causes during the past three years 


ww 3 Hours. 
RST! 1893-94 eo. 4) . . * . - . . o< “50 
W : 1494-9 . . - * « . . . . §51°20 
tid 38 eR . . . . ” . . Fie) 39718 


purchased, vis., 












table below shows the amount 
the line during 1894-95 and 1895-96- 






















peau 


Total Paid Coversation| gy. ery : 
and State Messages. State Mestages only, | 







Year. 



















== 


4 1894-05 + ; ‘ ’ 3,657 krans 972 krans. : 
8 1895-99 : . : 3423» 814» 
., ‘4 i. ET : ‘ , 


BORASJOON-AHWAZ LINE. 


r 72. At the request of His Imperial Majesty the late Shah, the maintenance, 
at the Persian Government expense, of the Borasjoon-Ahwaz line (300 miles) 
was taken over by this Department in December 1895. and Mr. White, local 

service signaller, was placed in charge as an acting inspector. He arrived at 
Borasjoon on th January 189°, and since that date the line has been o @ 4: 
with only slight and temporary interruptions but funds for its proper repair me 
not been supplied up to the end of the financial year. et 


. . STORES. 
_ 43. During the past year the principal items of expenditure under this head” 
have been as follows :— i 
Purchase of stores in India ° . . . Py - 3958 
London stores, including freight, landing charges and exchange 90,175 ; ‘a 
Stores from other Departments. . . . t . £9,930 es 
-and the following were the principal issues of stores :— a 
Repairs to cable : : 5 ‘ A Pind, at z 
a Repairs and renewals of land line ; pe ; ° ao P ‘Giine” 
Issues to signal ofhces : . ‘ : ; - . 24,076 ie 
Repairs and issues to cable steamer. r R < oi 4,595 be 


‘Personnel. 


a4. The Director-in-Chief visited Tehefan during September and | 

1895. Lieutenant-Colonel Wells, R.E., and Mr. mite prance 
charge of the Persian and Persian Gulf Sections throughout the year, administer : 
ing them with marked success. My best thanks are due to them. . “fa 


Both Directors desire to express their acknowledgments t thei forsiae koe 
continued good setvice rendered by them, and for teins ad zal di pee 
dially endorsing their 


“played on all occasions. I have much. pleasure inc 
‘ . sentiments. 


i _ INDIA OFFICE, 
my The 1st October 1896. 
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STATEMENT of work. done by the TELEGRAPH STEAMER “ PATRICK we 
STEWART” during the year 1895-96. 





Date, t ° 
ParTICULARS., 








189 1895. 
April “a . | April ; " papi ere. “egal Snecma teats iatinand Fame ‘ 
ee a +} 4n dock under; | 
* . |: bbauled out off an left for Karachi, arriving. 
a by + | Oct 9 + | At moorin, “on Karachi Harbour, — a 
NT gene | Iedock undergoing rpat ad Gi 1 
ae «| Nov. «| In u ing repairs a) tting n ler, etc. 
Nov. & ifn me | Hlemled out of Kaas, artving iat 
were . er . | At moorings in Karachi it for Karah 
Dec. 27 «|Jane 20 . | Left Karachi with Director, on. annual. i of the Persian Gulf 
pr neg and with reli Sand OTeS. Re mont ti, e sho 4 
fault in’ Bushire-Jask’ retartied to’ Raractli, arriving seth R= Bhat 
Jan. 21 Oe See ‘At moorings in Karachi Harbour. 
» «26 * * SS wep Perso-Beluch Boundary Cothtnission for Gwadur, and 


Mar i t Karac ‘aass 
as I ° . 1 ° reg nit rac ar 
Mar, ; ow is < gion 





: Gulf, repaired G.-P; Cable. betwee: 
e Bushira, and: to Karachi pi ae A a 
~ 32 > are | + |'At moorings in chi H 
AssrRacr. Days. ier 
At moorings in Karachi H ‘ 
ia fever sdkaes a . . _ 
At sea . . . . . . - $3 
f Totaldays . 366 et 
APPENDIX K. 
‘SPATEMENT showing EXPENDITUR® against PERSIAN GOVERNMENT GRANT 
for UPKEEP of PaeupranMesHep Ling during the year 1895-96. 
oes : ExpenviTurg., F . 
894-05 i 139 and popler pales purchased: —— 
in hand, 1 oa . ’ P 2 ) 
Bernan Goreme grant, 1895-96 « a: : ee Fk Seenlinh Pood chased . te : 2 
aby pet bas xchat 
2 Se oe ee er see 
a 
Total . 
Dalancein hand _. ag) - 
ee . oe va 
Total Krans «26,144 Total Krans’, 26,144 
sparen ——_— : 
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| ment, India Office, pe é ‘ration — Mer t @ 
_—: European Telegraph Department for the year 1895-00. tes 
"The following statement shows the financial results of working the Depart- _ 

| ment during the past five years :— ‘ Sty 
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Total Capital Gross 
Outlay. Receipts. 
























R ‘ a R | * 
1,15+15,004 11,60,482 1,€2,034 ‘0 
Ee 1892-93 1,14459,696 13,02,516 437608 380 ta 
1893-94 1,14,46, 190 13,50:856 490,248 4°28 637 
1894-95 1,14,42,885 15,70,420 79430523 6°50 52°6 
1,14,89,206 16,70,081 8,52,631 7°42 , 489 





The capital account was increased by R46,321. This increase was due 
to the provision of quarters for the signalling staff at Teheran, but the Revenue 
expenditure will be reduced in succeeding years as the signalling clerks will no 

_ donger be paid rent allowance, 

The traffic earnings of the Department show afi increase of R72,248 
over the previous year, due wholly to earnings in India on Homeward traffic, 
Miscellaneous Revenue also shows an increase of R27,413 due to the sale of 
old cable core in England and to increased earnings by the cable steamer for 
work done for other departments. The percentage of Indian traffic carried by 
the Department was 50°97 or 10°79 per cent. more than that drawn out of the 
Joint Purse under the Agreement, but the Department only carried 15:91 per 
cent. of trans-Indian traffic whereas 19°47 was drawn out of the purse. 

Expenditure shows a decrease of Ro,447 as compared with the previous 

ear. The decrease is mainly ue to fewer repairs to lines and cable steamer 

aving been necessary. The decrease would have been larger but that so much 
of the cost of the new buildings at Teheran as represents the recovery made 
from the sale of the old buildings (R18,400) was, by order of the Dane 
ment of India. debited to Revenue, the balance only being charged to capital. 

The net Revenue shows an increase of R1,09,108 as compared with last 
year, and gives a dividend ot 7°42 per cent., against 6°50, onthe capital, This 
is the highest dividend ever earned by the Department. 

The general working of the Department has been very satisfactory. No 
total interruption of traffic occurred on the cables, and the land lines in Persia 
were only totally interrupted for 5 hours 16 minutes. A very high rate of speed 
was maintained and the percentage of errors fell from 0°284 in 1894-95 to o° 171 
in 1895-96. The mechanical and electrical condition of the cables and land 
lines is also satisfactory. - 
wi The nee eneres eegeeeh romans lines between London and— 

eran were totally interrupted for ours 22 minutes, but only ni 
of this affected che Joie Purse disieie, 7 i 


pss - The Turkish lines between Constantinople and Fao are still in a very une : 


_ satisfactory condition and’ are practically useless for Indo-European corre — : 
| spondence. “4 
Beas ~The average length of “private and commercial” messages was ae 
words ~ aia 12°67 in 1894-95 and the average for the oan seven zk +2 
is 13°16. 


P Mr, Ffinch reports that the system of automatic translation h - 
troduced on one circuit between Teheran and Karachi and. has boot aud call 
successful. It is hoped that when the necessary instruments are read : 


» 











. _ becomes apparent. — 
the last International Telegraph Conference at Buda Pesth this year was _ 

Ae mans | in favour of some such reduction being made, but our endeavours, 
bac 


a 
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? financial aspect, for if the line can earn nearly 7} per cent. on its large c 


tion of the two oy companies, the Eastern aud Indo-European, but mainly 





bances occurred in different parts of the ‘com 









The report is a distinctly satisfactory one, almost too satisfactory in its | 











the policy nasa gm, oat existing rate for messages between Europe and Indi 
e action of the Government of India’s representatives at ~ 


as we were by the British Delegates, were defeated owing to the opposi- 





of the former, It is the intention of this Depatment to raise this question again 
at the first suitable opportunity. = 

The administration of the Department reflects credit on the Director- — 
in-Chief and on the admirable staff in Persia and the Persian Gulf, for get | 






financial results referred to before have been obtained side by side with ins 
creased efficiency in the actual working operations and decreased expenditure 
on the establishment. 


A copy of the;Report should be published in the Gazette of India, 
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' OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


A Surrcement fo the Gazette ov Inpta will be published from time to time, containing such Official Paper: 
hang da teed Oy the Let letice Comsels of Hie Bite interest to the Public, and such ao way cone hcieae 
ee M1 oy the we ‘ouncil is Excellency ‘overnor General will in future be published in 

Non-Subscribers to the GAzatt® may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately yment ance 
dalivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The SupPtemenr ‘and Pant Vi of Pd sadn agent A jhe: be << 
scribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 

No Official Orders or Notifications, the Publication of which in the Gazerte ov InpIa is required by Law, or which 
it bas been customary to publish in the Caccutra Gazerre, will be included in t . " 

rae By syne hess ns wil i in the Suvecemenr. For such Orders and 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT Of REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 


Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 am. on 
; Saturday, January 16th, 1897. 


_ Tue weather during the week under review was determined by the passage 
of two cold weather storms across Northern India. 


The first of these which was a feeble depression appeared in Py ts Sind ‘ 


at the beginning of the week, and nce 5 slowly eastwards along the Himalayas 
during the next three days passed out of the Indian area on the 14th, Notwith- 
standing its feebleness it gave numerous showers of rain to the greater part 
of the Punjab and moderate to heavy rain and snow to Baluchistan, Kashmir 
and the Punjab Himalayas -between the 1oth and rath. The second storm 

into India from the plateau of Persia and Baluchistan on the 13th, and, 






- while eerinits eastwards during the day, gave rise to a secondary storm. 


severity 


in the Punjab. The barometer at Khushab (the _» 


station nearest to the centre of the Punjab depression) at 8 A.M. of the 14th ~~ 


marked only 29°58a inches, or about half an inch below the normal of the 


“ with moderate to heavy rain in the plains and heavy snow in the hills, 
secondary storm broke up even more rapid! i 
i barometer rose ae meg rapi ay ad hg , thus Cages 
ing hi "guages ure conditions t areaon the 15 € primary depres- 
oa ) was advanci h 
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ther was but slight. 






than it formed during the day . 


ng through Bundelkhand on the 14th continued its — 
dough Bengal on the 15th and Assam onthe 16th, 
oo. 


was stormy over the Punjab and the adjacent haga a 
e 
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ae a rbance was in several respects one r 

i be ble of recent years. The original depression, ede perpen 
when crossing the North-West frontier, was very shallow and illedefined 
_ its existence in India and marched unusually rapidly at an average rate 
"about 650 miles per diem. The secondary depression was unusually deep,‘and- 
the upward movement of the barometer accompanying its dispersion was one 
- of the largest and most rapid on record inthe Punjab. It may be noted that 


an almost equally large and rapid movement of the barometer was recorded 
at Peshawar on the 25th February 1889. 


Daily Summary.—Sunday, roth Fanuary.—The barometric cha s 
of the previous 24 hours were generally small in amount except in Upper i 
and Baluchistan where pressure had decreased briskly to rapidly. Pressure 
was normal in the Peninsula and more or less in defect over the remainder 
of the country. The deficiency was greatest in Baluchistan, Upper Sind and 
the West Panjab where it averaged nearly two-tenths of an inch. The storm 
which was approaching Baluchistan at the end of the previous week lay over 
Upper Sind. The distribution of pressure was very abnormal, préssure — 
- highest in Upper Assam and lowest in the area of depression in Upper Sind. 
Winds exhibited a fairly regular cyclonic circulation ia. Upper India, but were 
light except at the level of the bil cations where they were strong. Westerly 
winds prevailed in the Gangetic Plain, northerly winds onthe coasts of the 
Bay, and easterly winds in the west of the Peninsula. Elsewhere the direc- 
tions were very variable. Skies were overcast in the hills and heavily clonded 
on the plains in the north-west, and heavy rain had fallenin Baluchivtem 
and a few light showers in the submontane’ districts of the Punjab and the 
adjacent hills. Chaman had registered 1°15 inches. Moderate snow was 
falling in Kashmir, Temperature differed but little from the normal in Burma, * 
Bengal and Southern India, but exceeded the normal in all other districts, 
The excess was greatest in Upper India (g° to 9°) and was due to a warm wave 
® advancing across that area, 


Monday, 11th Fanuary.— Pressure had inereased briskly to rapidly in 
Baluchistan, Upper Sind and the West Punjab, and had fallen briskly in the 
South Punjab, cast Rajputana, the western districts of the North-Western Proy- 
inces, Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand, In other parts of the country the baro- 
meter had changed but slightly. The depression had advanced east-north- 
eastwards and lay over the eastern half of the Punjab. It was, however, begin- 
ning to fillup. The distribution of pressure remained abnormal, Winds were 

-feebly cyclonic around the depression. They had fallen off considerably in 
strength at the hill stations and were now generally light to moderate in force. 
Rain and snow had fallen more generally than on the roth in the Punjab, Kash- ae 

- mir and Baluchistan, and had extended to the north-western and hill districts of 
the North-Western Provinces. The largest recorded fall was 1°45 inches at 
Murree. Temperature had decreased rapidly in Baluchistan and was now 3° 
below the normal at Quetta. The warm wave had extended eastwards across _ 
the western dis-ricts of the North-Western Provinces and Bundelkhand, 


~ Tuesday, 12th Fanuary.—Pressure had increased slightly in Raj aia 
the South and Central Punjab, and had fallen rapidly in ogee pr <5 
districts of the North Western Provinces to éiict ‘the depression was now 
owe transferred. The depression had, however, filled up largely ant! was but 
he indicated in the chart. Pressure was falling rapidly in Baluchistan and a — 
storm was approaching from Persia. The distribution of pressure wa 
the previous two days, very abnormal in character, pressure beit ‘in large ¢ 
f over the | Pre gad part of Northern India, in moderate baer. Wait 
Burma.and the central parts of India, and normal in the Peninsula. L 
a pe airs and calms prevailed generally. “The wind was rising at 
_ Light showers had oce ‘in the hill and submontane districts of Nort 
m India, Temperature had decreased rapidly in Sind and Rajputa 
rm wave had adyanced to Chota Nagpur and West Bengal, 
‘Wednesday, 13th Fanuary.—Pressure ware ‘hail ‘increased eased § 
th-Eas India, the North-Western Province and the. 






































' Upper where it slightly exceeded a tenth of an inch. — 
The was approaching Baluchistan on the preceding day from the 
_. Persian side had crossed the frontier and was at 8 A.M. central near Jacobabad 
_ where pressure was about a quarter of an inch in defect. The very feeble residual 
_ depression passing through the submontane districts of the North-Western 
- Provinces had reached North Bihar. Pressure was below the average over the 
whole of the country. The deficiency was moderate to considerable generally, 
and was largest in the Punjab, Sind and Baluchistan where it ranged from an 
eighth to a quarter of aninch in amount. Winds in Upper India were under 
the influence of the Sind depression, but elsewhere very variable winds and calms 
continued. The air movement was generally feeble though increasing rapidly 
in Upper India and more especially at the hill stations. Skies were overcast in 
Baluchistan, and snow was falling at Chaman, They were slightly clouded in 
Upper India and parts of the Peninsula, but were practically clear elsewhere, 
Beyond a few drops at Kurrachee no rain whatever had fallen in India. The 
high temperature conditions had extended to East Bengal. The mean tem- 
perature of the previous 24 hours was above the average in all districts. The 
excess was as much as 6}° in the North-Western Provinces, 5° in the Central 
Provinces and 4° in Bengal and Assam, The increased temperature in these _ 
areas was due chiefly to higher day temperature than usual. ; 


Thursday, 14th Fanuary,—The barometric changes of the previous 24 hours 
ewere unusually large and important. Pressure had fallen with great rapidity 
in the Punjab and Kashmir, and briskly to rapidly in Rajputana iy the 
neighbouring districts of the North-Western P ovinces and Central India. Jt had, 
on the other hand, increased slightly to briskly in Baluchistan, Lower Sind, North. 
Eastern India and Burma.. The Sind depression had marched very rapidly 
eastwards and lay over Bundelkhand at 8 a.m. It was, however, obscured by 
the formation of an unusually deep secondary storm over the Punjab. Pressure 
was in very large defect over the whole of North-Western and Central India, * 
the deficiency being largest in the central area of the secondary depression in 
the Punjab where it averaged about half an inch in amount. Strong cyclonic 
winds were blowing on the plains of st India and severe gales at the hill 
stations. The hourly velocity at Murree during the previous 24 hours averaged 
33 miles, Elsewhere winds were unchanged. Skies were overcast at the majority 
Stations in North-Western India and in Baluchistan, and the cloud was 
extending rapidly eastwards to the North-Western Provinces. The double 
disturbance had occasioned moderate to heavy rain over the greater partof the 
Punjab, heavy snow in the West Punjab Hills and light rain in Rajputana and 
» Gujarat. Light rain and_ snow had fallen also in shmir and Baluchistan, 
snowfall at Murree and Cherat measured about 1 foot deep, while the 
largest amount of rain in the pre were registered at Peshawar (1°06 inches), 
Rawal Pindi (0 95 inch) and Lahore (o'90 inch). The residual depression in 
North Bihar on om 13th had advanced to Assam, It, however, died out during 
‘the day. An unusually large reduction of temperature had occurred in Baluchis- 
tan and the mean temperature of the previous 24 hours averaged 14° below 
the normal at Quetta. : 


Friday, 15th Yanuary.—Pressure had increased even more rapidly than. it 
we Beenee a SCR ees toe Panjab tad tiadup couplet. Waseiesteceasgh 
ai ry de e Pun sd up com y. tise ex ae 
~ five-tenth so an inch at Dera forall weg beshawar, Khushab = Rawal 
Pindi, and pressure was now normal at these stations. e primary depression 
1d advanced from Bundelkhand to South Bihar, and occasioned a brisk fall 
the barometer ekg ah ot rand Bengal. High pressure con- 
ae Were re-estabh in i a , 
fairly normal, the only abnormal feature being the low pressure area over Bengal. 
gspragr wer ory sai Ganeetie Pais and che central parts of the. 
‘regularly cyclonic winds over Bengal, northerly winds over Burma, and 
able wins and calms elsewhere. Moderate to heavy rain and 


































"only 19° and the night temperature only 93: 






at Simla, and in the plains 1°07 inches at Peshawar. Temperature had r 
ed very rapidly in Baluchistan and Upper India, the decrease at several — 
amounting to over 15. 


e -Rajputana, and 6° below in the Punjab. The temperature conditions at Quetta 


in the Punjab and i 
Provinces. The largest amount 


° ‘The mean temperature of the previous 24 hours was 20 






below the average in Baluchistan (Quetta), 13° below in Gujarat, 8° 


during the previous 24 hours were very remarkable, the day temperature being 


Saturday, 16th Fanuary.—Pressure had fallen briskly in Assam to which 
area the depression had now advanced. Pressure had increased briskly to 
rapidly over the greater part of Upper India, the Central. Provinces, Central =~ 
India, the North-Western Provinces, Bihar and Chota Nagpur. Elsewhere the 
changes were slight, though generally downward. Pressure was in slight to 
considerable excess in Upper and Ceniral India, about equally in defect in North- 
Eastern India and Burma, and practically normal in other districts. Winds were 
anti-cyclonic in direction over the greater part of Northern and Ceutral India, 
and variable elsewhere. Skies were free from cloud throughout the Indian area, 
and no rain had been received beyond a few local showers of little importance in 
‘Assam and the North-West Himalayas. A well-defined cool wave was affecting 
the whole of North-West and Central India and reducing température largely 
inthese areas. Temperature was in very large excess in Tagal and in moderate 
excess in Madras and normal in Burma. “a 

Temperature.—The temperature conditions over Northern and Central India 
were determined by the disturbances of the week. The second storm of the 
week was preceded by a well-marked warm wave and followed by a cool wave. 
of unusual intensity. Temperature was throughout the week practically normal 
in Madras and Burma, and slightly to largely above the average over the 
remainder of India during the first five days. The precipitation accompanying» 
the second disturbance caused an unusually large reduction of temperature in 
Baluchistan on the 14th, anda cool wave crossed the trontier during the next 24 
hours, and extended rapidly to the whole of North-Western and Central India on 
the 16th. The mean temperature in that area was hence in very large defect 
on the 15th and 16th. Remarkably low temperatures were recorded in 
Baluchistan on the 1 5th. Thus the highest temperature of the 24 hours pre- 
ceding 8 A.M. of the 15th at Quetta was only 19° and the lowest only 9°'3: 
it may be noted that the reading of 9°°3 at Quetta is about 5° lower than the — ; 
lowest reading previously on record. fA 


ang following table gives mean temperature variation data for thé: 
week :— 












Jawvary 1897. 














Province. 
roth. | sith. | rath, | tgth. | agth, | 15th. 
Burma “ ‘ 3 «| #0°9 | o'r |—0'5 | tor | +0°7 | +0" 
Bengal and Assam. | 400 | +10 | +21 ‘ * Ce 
emg Provinces and thee abil Kid 
u “ ° ) .|+3°9 | +5'9 | +63 | +65 | +7°8 | +62 
Punjab ° ° +52 | 445 | 445 | +20 | + “4 —5'6 | 


Bombay . ° ° +| #372 | +2°6 | +2" o . 

Central Provinces and Berar +43 +57 +68 iF os vi el OG 
Central India and Gujarat. +56 | +7°4 | +6'0 | +2°7 | +2°5 | ~3'7 
‘Sind and Rajputana «|. | +6°6 | +86 | +4°5 | 42°7 | +47 | 82 
“Madras. $e «| +00 | +09 [414 ) 421 | +19 | +2°6 








> Spree 
FOR WHOLE OF INDIA | +3°6 | +41 | +3°7 | +3'0 | +3'4 | +0"2 















‘to tho—Moderate rain fell during this period ir 

_Submontane and North Punjab, light showers in the 

South Punjab and the hill and north-western districts of. the 
_ "North-Western Provinces, and moderate to heavy rain and snow 

_ Baluchistan, Kashmir and the Punjab Himalayas. The fee 

tion of the period was due to the passage eastwards of a feeble 

cold-weather storm across North-Western India. 


_ and.—From the 14th to the 16th.—Light to heavy general rain occurred oy 
the Punjab on the 4th and rsth, light to moderate rain in the no the 
' western and hill districts of the North-Western Provinces on he 
15th and 16th, and light rain in West Rajputana on the 14th. Very 
heavy rain and snow fell in the ho Send probably also Kashmir) 
Himalayas on the rgth and 15th, Simla recording 3:02 inc le 
(melted snow), and Dharamsala 2°35 inches on the 1 5th. Daily 
falls exceeding 1 inch in amount were registered at several s| ations — 
in the Punjab, the heaviest being 1°50 inches at Abbottabad on the 
15th. The precipitation during this period occurred in connectian” 
i aK with a cold-weather storm which travelled across Northern Ine ak 
, 4 between the 13th and 16th, and gave rise to an unusually deep. 
secondary depression in the Punjab on the 14th. Ks 


Practically or actually no rain fell during the week in Burma, the whole of ‘se 

| Bengal, Assam, the ter part of the North-Western Provinces, Central India, é 

_* East Rajputana, the Central Provinces, Berar, North Bombay and the Peninsula, 

and the rainfall of the week was in more or less defect in these areas, The 

deficiency was, however, small in amount and ranged from two hundredths ofan 

inch in Lower Burma to about two-tenths of an inch in the eastern districts: 

of the North-Western Provinces. x eit 

The rainfall of the week was, on the other hand, 2bundant or excessive ie. 

_. the Punjab (excepting the southern and south-eastern divisions, where it we Rec 

_ seanty), the hill districts of the North-Western Provinces and’ Baluchis ge 

The excess was both absolutely and relatively to the normal largest in ro ae 

North Punjab which obtained an average fall of 3°40 inches or 2°98 inches 

_ above the normal of the week. . ie: 

' .. Areference to the re os ge table shows that the rainfall of the period 

exceeds the normal very largely in the Central, Hill, North and West Divisions 

__ of the Punjab and the eastern districts of the Central Provinces, and slightly 
to cot rably in the hill digtricts of the North-Western Provinces, the - 

‘ ie. districts of the Punjab, Baluchistan, the central coast districts of — a 

* Madras and West Rajputana. It is more or less below the normal in other 
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: iis , the deficiency being greatest in amount in Assam and South 


: “The following are the principal totals recorded during the week :— 

) antipe tal bbottabad 4°66 inches, Nowshera (Peshawar) 460 __ 

a a, aes ohat) 3° S taches, Chakrata 3°53 inches, Joshimath 
34 wal) 2°99 inches, jaltslabad dpetre, sori 255 inches, Jhelum. 

4°45 inches and Kharian (Gujrat) and Chunian (Lahore) each a'ty 
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ces (Bast) . 
1g. Oudh (South). . 
20. Do. (North) . . 
21. North-Western Provin 
ces (Central) . . 
22. North-Western Provin: 
ces (West) . . 
23. North-Western Provin- 
ces (Submontane | 
East) . ° sé 
24. North-Western Provin- 
ces (Submontane 
Wert : - « 
25. North-Western Provin- 
ces (Hills) *, 
26. Punjab (South-East) . 
27. Do. (South) Fe 
28. Do. (Central) . 
(Submontane) 
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| Madras.—For week ending 23rd Fanuary.—No rain fell during the 
it a few scattered showers in the southern districts. The water-sup 
tinues sufficient in the southern half of the presidency; but is inad ‘qui 
*pt under largest works elsewhere; and is scanty in parts of the Dec 
 Circars. Sowing and planting is in progress in parts under wells and 
ye irrigation works. The standing crops in the Deccan and in parts of the 
cars are ina bad condition; elsewhere they are fair to good. The harvest 
_the southern half of the presidency and on the west coast is yielding a 
‘Outturn, elsewhere the outturn is poor or bad generally. Pasture and f er i 
ery scarce in the Deccan and in parts of the Circars; elsewhere it isadew 
quate. Catile are in a bad condition in parts of the Deccan; elsewhere the 
are generally fair. Prices are dearer in the Deccan and in Ganjam, but else 
‘where changes are small and rates generally slightly easier. The num : 
felieved were :—relief workers 24,782; kitchen inmates, chiefly dependants, 
3,070; weavers 6,974 ; all in the Deccan districts. Total numbers in receipt _ 
of relief are 33,826. The increase is chiefly in Bellary owing to the deepen- 
ing of distress. Prices on which the famine wage is regulated are :ieeare 
45, Bellary 14} and Anantapur 134 seers per rupee, Cuddapah is not reported, — 
but there Diskin (Sorghum vulgare) is 144 seers per rupee. Test works have 
_ again been opened in Ganjam; one has tailed to attract workers, but the 
authorities anticipate necessity for gratuitous relief owing to emigration of able- aed 
bodied and also to weavers. 
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-_. Bombay.—For week ending 23rd Fanuary.—Slight rain has fallen in 
- Khandesh and Poona; more is urgently wanted for crops lately sown in affected md 
districts. The standing crops have been damaged by frost slightly in one 
_ taluka of Karachi, in seven of Shikarpur, and in six of Hyderabad ; by drought — 
_ in two of Karachi; and by locusts in one of Karachi; they are thriving in Sind 
and Gujrat; but are indifferent elsewhere. The crops recently sown are 
ke withering for want of rain in Nasik, Ahmednagar, Ratnagiri, Poona, Sholapur, _ 
id Dharwar, The autumn harvesting is completed except in Khandesh. and * 
harwar. The reaping of the spring crop has commenced in Ahmedabad, — 
_ Broach, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Satara, and Bijapur, Fodder is — 
sufficient except in the Deccan, . Karnatak, Shikarpur, and in parts of Karachi. 
-. The grain-supply is generally sufficient in affected districts. Cotton picking — 
nt in Broach, Surat, Kathiawar, Wadhwan, and Baroda. The condition 4 
icultural stock is deteriorating in Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Bijapur, 
, and Dharwar ; healthy elsewhere a in parts of Shikarpur, Upper 
ontier, Thar and Parkar, Kaira, Khandesh, Nasik, Thana, Rat ie 
ara. Prices are ste SN age of Surat, Ratnagiri, Poona, and Bijes 
" ikarpur, Upper Sind Frontier, and per of Broach, Surat, 
a japur, and stationary in Hyderabad, Thar and Parkar, 
MMahals 1a , Kolaba, Sholapur, Kathiawar, and. 
‘at, a, Bijapar. Prices of the food-grains on whi 
dare: Dharwar 138, Belgaum 12, ye tae 11, Shola- 
Poona 10, Nasik and Khandesh 9}, Satara 9}, Kolaba 
numbers on relief works ding non-worki 
72,652 
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ijapur 4,820, Sholapur 
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I jone Et 
sin he ceaiig fokerol Sin. Tee wane ae 
: sare genera omising throughout Bihar. The spring cre 
pal are fair, but in dhinbat all other ane they are poor. "he he 
winter rice is not yet over, Oilseeds and pulses are being gathered, 
ssing of sugar-cane is in progress. Transplantation of spring rice is 
 Ploughing for autumn rice has begun in North Bengal. Prices have. 
nerally risen during the week, Slight fluctuations in the price of | 
‘are reported from some districts, In Patna the price of common. 
A 10} to 11 seers, in Gaya from 9 to 9} seers, and at Bettiah (Cha) 
in)'from 8} to o} seers per rupee. In the distressed districts the pric 
the food-grains on which the relief wages are based are—Nadia (commons 
‘seers, Khulna (common rice) 10 seers, Rajshahi (common rice) 9} seers, — 
na (common rice) 11 seers, Shahabad (common rice) 10 seers, S: 7 
(Indianecorn) 10 seérs 1 chittack, Champaran {edtan core) to} seers, Muzaf- 
farpur (Indian-corn) to seers, Durbhanga (common rice) 9 seers. e 
ke bers on relief works and in receipt of gratuitous relief on Saturday, the. 
__ January, were—Relief Works; Nadia 4,810 (men .2,264, women 539, ch 
fee fen 2,007), Khulna 37 (men 20, women. nil, | ren 17), rs sia 
{men 852, women nif, children 39), Patna 490. (men 255, women 156, 
children 79), Shahabad 2,040 (men 702, women 896, children 442), Saran — 
. 12,579 Pete 3,348, women 5 196, children 4,095), Champaran 115,770 
(men 50,6,8, women, 40,031, chi dren B5;201); uzaffarpur 7,129. : 
3.655, women 1,615, childrea 1,859), Darbhanga 103,581 (men 48,928, 
women 40,392, children, 14,261. Total 247,327 against 233,846 in the - 
previous week.—Gratuitous relief: Nadia .gi2. (men 170, women G00, ~ 
eae ih aN 142), Khulna 138 (men 33, women 69, children 45), Patna 5 men (in 
| Bihar), Saran 7,313 (men 1,167, women 4,839, children. 1,307), Champaran 
5.838 (men 1,383, women 2,475, children 4,950), Muzaffarpur 4,603. (men 1,624, 
women 1,086, children 1,306), Darbhanga 51,534 (men 12,203, women 25,843). 
children, 13,488).\. Total 70,343 against.44,423. in the previous week, The 
total numbers in ara of relief are 8! 7,679,—Private relief; Relief works—. 
Hutwa Raj 2,548. Darbhanga Raj—Figures not complete.—Gratuitous relief 
Hutwa Raj 1,142. Rest of Saran district, 1,508, Penge 


ietae Ss 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending eth — 
Fanuary.—Good and general rain fell during the week ; few districts and 
, less than one quarter of an inch. The rain has benefited the standing crops; 
__ which are reported to be doing well. Cane-pressing continues in most dimeeee ‘eg 
The Arhar Sa at indicus) crop has been slightly damaged by frost in. 
tions of a few districts. The numbers in receipt of relief on Saturday, the 2 
___ January 1897, in 17 districts which have been officially recognized as. distressed 
__were as follows :—Agra 12,805, Etawah 13,432, Banda 139,013, Cawny 
oe: fui Hamirpur 47,726, Allahabad 174,160, Jhansi 38,138, Jalaun 58,9 
_ Jaunpur 27,425, Mirzapur 10,306, Gorakhpur 19,671, Lucknow 2,491, Ur 
- 99,312, Rae Bareli 56,161, Sitapur 36,964, Hardoi 159,929, Bara Bae 18.8 
_ total 952,249. The total is distributed as follows among he various. methods 
_ relief prescribed by the Famine Code which ere in operation :—Employe 
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_ relief works 618,355 ; relieved as dépendants 125,973 ; reli in one He 
41,735,; telieved under other prailowa of the wis ; oe ss, “he nur 
elie ‘oficially ey Ogee 
test i 
















relieved in 20 districts which are under observation but not y. 










nised as distressed were, on the same date, as follows :— 














1892, relieved in poor-houses 15,855, relieved under other on test wor 
é € 10,358, total 72,105. The grand total in receipt of 1 ions. 
tone det sin Mies nite grand total in receipt orto eat ng 


1,02 , Suppli 
Fodder is somewhat scarce.in places. Prices remain high, but ahoy a 
‘slightly in a few districts. The prices of staple UC show 
ages are based are as follows. in he istricts 
Pipe rates Dena weenie ed" 
;j arell an ansi 9% ; aunpur é 
' Sitapur and Bare Baski ne otis lipore 46h 
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; bin njab.—For ending 26th Fanuary.—Rain averaging about one- 
. eel an inch ‘had taller Hh of Sallscine, Ludhiana, Sialkot and 
: jranwala, as well as in Amritsar. Slight drizzling has also taken place in 
Karnal, Umballa and Lahore. Coming after the general rainfall in the middle 
of the month, this rain has been very beneficial. More rain is wanted in the 
Delhi Division, Mooltan, and in the Derajat. Sugarcane-pressing is still 
going on. In some districts sowings of the spring crops have been nearl 
completed. Owing to the recent rains sowings are still being made in a 
few districts, but not on a large scale. Ploughings for extra spring crops 
have also commenced in places. The Standing crops have greatly benefited 
by recent rain in nearly all districts. Their condition and prospects are reported 
to be good in most districts, but average only in Mooltan and Dera Ismail K 
The crops on dry land are still suffering from want of more rain in the Dehhi 
Division. Stocks of food-grains are reported insufficient in Hissar, parts of 
Jullundur and Shahpur, and with the cultivators of Lahore, Amritsar and 
Gujranwala. The sugarcane has been slight! damaged by frost in Jullundur, 
and rape by insects in parts of Ferozepore. Cattle are generally in poor condi- 
tion owing to scarcity of fodder. Their condition is good to fair in Gurgaon, 
Delhi, Amritsar and Gujranwala ; they are dying of starvation in Hissar. Fodder 
is insufficient or scarce in all districts except Umballa, but since the recent 
rains clover has sprung up on the stubble of irrigated lands, and this will soon be 
available for fodder. Grass too is already beginning to spring up. The average 
number of persons employed on famine relief works is :—Hissar 23,180, Rohtak 
3,895, Gurgaon 484, Delhi 2,392, Karnal 2,428, Ferozepore 3,038, and Gujrat 


43,388 including 4,646, 1,750, 31, 597, 105, 320, and 1,327, persons res- * 


pectively gratuitously relieved. The numbers on test works are :—Umballa 
1,214, Ludhiana 113, Mooltan 233, Sialkot 291, Gujranwala 235, and Rawal- 
pindi 178. In Lahore 845 persons are employed on famine and 1,032 on test 
works. Total numbers in receipt of relief are 82,946. There are, besides, 
1,026 on ordinary works in Gurgaon. The Jhelum test works have been closed, 
as no persons attended. In other districts the number employed on famine 
and test works has risen from 70,000 to 84,000, the chief increases being in 
Rohtak and Gujrat.’ The numbers will continue to increase as this is the slack 
season for agricultural operations. Prices are still high throughout the pros 
vince, but have fallen slightly except in Rawalpindi, where they continue to rise, 
and in Ludhiana where they are stationary. Wheat is selling from 8 to 10} 
seers, great millet 9} to 11, bulrush millet 93 to 114, — 9 to 124, and 
maize 10 to 42} seers per rupee. Prices of staple food-grains on which 
famine wage is reckoned are:—Rohtak gram 10} seers, Delhi bulrush millet 
10, gram 10 and maize 10}, Ferozepore great millet 12, and maize Il, 
Lahore wheat 10to 11, Gujrat wheat flour 74, Umballa maize 10, Ludhiana 
11, Mooltan wheat 9}, Sialkot maize 9}, and Gujranwala gram 9 seers per 


rupee, 


Central Provinces.—For weet ending 26th Y¥anuary—Weather 
cloudy and stormy with rain in almost all districts. Jubbulpur and Nar- 
singhpur got nearly two inches, Saugor one and a quarter’ and seven districts 
about half an inch. Hail is reported to have caused some local damage in the 
Chhindwara, Seoni, Saugor, Damoh and Nerbada Valley districts. The pro. 
spects of the spring crops continue generally favourable, but some injury has been 
caused by the cloudy weather in places to the ripening crops and those which 
are being harvested. Fodder is sufficient except in Seoni, Hoshangabad, and in 

sof Nagpur and Sambalpur. The numbers on relief works are as follows :— 
aed Damoh 17,894, Jubbulpore 64,763, Mandla {up to | rer 
grd) 12,621, i 5,872, Narsinghpur 14,451, Hoshangabad (up to anuary 
2 27,140, Nimar 452, Betul 6,810, hhindwara 3,436, Nagpur 1,662, 
Coear 1,868, Bhandara 7,760, Balaghat 4,093, Raipur 6,319, and Bilaspur 

53. Total 202,939. The numbers on gratuitous relief are as follows ;— 
Saget 7:327, Damoh 2,466, Jubbulpore 13,264, Mandla 257, Seoni 496, 
ee 1179 Hoshangabad 5,755, Nimar 273, Betul 751, Chhindwara 
I r 


, Chanda 212, Bhandara 1,162, Balaghat 1,330, Raipur 1,034, 
aad Milaatee ive Total 39,663. Grand total 242,602. here were also 
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rai Se 


















29,867 on railway and other works in Saugor, Damoh, and Jul 

prices Bape food-grains on which the famine wage d 
ollows:+Saugor 9}, Damoh 8%, Jubbulpore and’ Seoni 93, Narsinghpur,. — 
Hoshangabad, Bhandara and Raipur 10, Nimar 10}, Betul ro}, Chhi wara 
13, Nagpur 133, Chanda 13}, Balaghat 8} and Bilaspur 9} seers per rupee. | a 


rma,—For week ending 23rd Fanuary.—In Lower Burma reaping is 

age ae A and threshing and winnowing are progressing. In Upser Beni 
the cultivation of dry weather crops is in progress, Prospects as yet are genes 
rally good in the Amarapura township. In Mandalay the tobacco crop is being 
destroyed by caterpillars, The price of paddy has increased slightly in Bassein 
and Amherst, and decreased slightly in Thongwa ; elsewhere it is stationary. 
The numbers on relief works are as follows :—Meiktila 17,183, Myingyan 
8,972. . On gratuitous relief :—Meiktila 2,961, aiyienten 2,587, Yamethin 320. 
Total numbers in receipt of relief are 32,023. The prices of staple food-grains 
are :—Meiktila 8 seers 15 chittacks and Myingyan 9 seers 8 chittacks per rupee, 


Assam.—For week ending 26th Fanuary.—The weather is seasonable- 
There has been a slight rainfall in Sibsagar, Lakhimpur and the Naga Hills 
districts, but rain is bad! y wanted for all standing crops in Sylhet, and for 
pulses in Goalpara. Mustard is being gathered and pressing of sugarcane and 
pruning of tea continue. Prices are as follows :—Commoa rice—Silchar g, 
Sylhet of to 10, Gauhati and Tezpur 10, Sibsagar 12 and Dibrugarh 8} seers per 
rupee. Fodder is insufficient in Cachar and the Khasi Hills. The water-supply 
. is sufficient except in Cachar and parts of Nowgong. 


Mysore and Coorg.—for week ending 26th Fanuary.—Mysore : 
The standing crops are in good condition, Prices have fallen in Tumkur and 
Mysore and risen in all other districts, except Chitaldrug. Harvesting operas 
tions still continue in Bangalore, Kolar and Mysore. 


CoorG: Harvesting of rice and picking of coffee are nearl 
Prices of food-gtains are normal. Water and fodder for cattle su 


Hyderabad and Berar.—for week ending 
Weather clear and cool. Cotton-pickin 


completed. 
cient. 


27th Fanuary.—BeERAR : 
g nearing completion and threshing of . 
jowar (Sorghum vulgare) in progress. Of the winter crops wheat is re rted 
to be in an unsatisfactory condition in most places, owing to insufficient moisture, 
Insufficiency of fodder and water prevails, and high prices for food-grains con- 
tinue. Relief works appear likely to be necessary owing to the anticipated 
failure of the winter crops. } 


HYDERABAD: No rain fell during the week ended 23rd January. The spri 


. . “* - . n 
crop is in fairly good condition except in nine taluks of southern divisi ; 


; on, 
where this crop suffers for want of rain. Sowing of winter rice cro continues 
in the central division. There isa scarcity of fodder and pasture. Prices areas 


follows :—wheat 7}, coarse rice 7}, white jowari 114, 
ro}, and tur 11} seers per current sicca rupee. 


Central India.—For week ending 26th Yanuar «—Rai i 
Gwalior, Bhopal, Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand uring the ato The fall 
was insufficient in Gwalior. Agricultural operations 


have been i 
Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand, but are in progress in Gwalior pes ‘oe a) 
The spring crops are good in one district of Gwalior and some districts of a 
delkhand, fair in three districts of Gwalior and four of Bundelkhand andinthe __ 
ei" ig bag pees rere elsewhere. Pasturage iis indifferent in Bundele 
and and Baghe and in some distri i ir i bald Sorry 
eat net of eae: © districts of Gwalior, fair in Bhopal and 


are steady in Gwali 
normal in Bundelkhand and Baghelichand, enti Bhopal, and are 


Gwalior and in Bhopal. The number of per plum crops are fair in parts 


works were :—Gwalior 7:99°; Bundelkhand oar,’ artes on: Tussin 


numbers on gratuitous relief were :—Bundelkhand 1,89 
The pe patos in receipt of relief were 40, 
.. prices of staple grains on which famine r i 

_ 10}, Baghelkhand 40 seers per rupee, ii ee 


yellow jowari 133, gram 















eran in arts of Marga 
a h. DD -Bickaneer — “inp “of: Ey 5 
cultural operations are satisfactory in three States and.in Ajmere-Merwara, 
t in Kherwara, and poor in Dholepore. The spring crop is good in Jaisulmere 
and Sirohee, thriving in Kerowlee and fair in Bickaneer, The prospects of stand- 
_ing’crops are good in ten States, very fair in Ajmere-Merwara, fair in Meywar, 
poor in Dholepore. The harvest prospects are below average in Harowti, 
average in Ajmere-Merwara and good in Jhallawar and Jeypore. The crops have 
been severely damaged at Baseri, and partly elsewhere in Dholepore by hail. 
Cattle are generally in a good condition, fair in Meywar, Dholepore, Jaisulniere, 
and Bhurt cee or fodder is generally sufficient, but scarce in some 
___tehsils of Jeypore, and failing in Dholepore and Bhurtpore. Prices are rising in 
Bhurtpore and peasicnere and fallingin Pertabgurh, Meywar, and Bickaneer 
fluctuating in Kotah, high in Harowti, and steady elsewhere. The numbers of 
sons on relief works were :—Marwar 5,806, Kotah 1,028, Dholepur 596, 
Bhurtpore 65, Bickaneer 9,916, and Jaisulmere 822, and on gratuitous re- 

* lief :—Marwar not reported ; Bhurtpore 522; Bickaneer 1,275; jascinge 13. 
Total number in receipt of relief 20,543. The prices of the staple food-graing 
on which famine wages are based are:—Marwar 8 seers 8 chittacks ; Rotah 
14% seers ; Dholepore 9 seers ; Bhurtpore 9 seers 6 chittacks ; Bickaneer Qk to - 

8 seers 15 chittacks ; Jaisulmere 8% seers per rupee, 








Kasbmir,.—KasuMir VALLEY: For week ending 26th Fanuary.—Snow 
has fallen. Prices continue slow. Normal price 24 seers per rupee. * 


Jammu.—For week ending 27th ¥anuary.—Good showers of rain have 
fallen. Prices are stationary. Fodderis scanty. Relief works are in progress. 
Price 10} seers per rupee. 


Nepal.—for week ending 23rd January —Sixty-six cents of rain fell 
in two days and the weather is clear again. Prospects are good. Price of 
common rice 7 seers; better sort 64 seers per rupee. ‘ 


The total numbers in receipt of relief in all Provinces during the past and 
present weeks are as follows :— 














Retier Works, Gratutrous Rewer. 
Fo: week ending For week ending 
Name of Province. M4 ss, 








23rd Jany. 1397. 30th Jany, 1£97./23¢d Jany, 1897. soth Jany. 1897: |23rd Jany. 1897. goth Jany. 1897. 















8,008 6,974 28,841 33,826 
7,996 11,062 264,897 | © 292,225 
44,423 7%343 | 278,269 | 317,670 


149,723 | 234,134 | 795,691 | 1,024,354 
16,370 20,719 69,731 82,946 


32,210 39,66 238,892 242,602 
3,952 4,193 ' 
"380 1,810 28,500 20,543 


— 27%,499 | 394,766 | 1,777,631 | 2,086,948 





_ T. W. HOLDERNESS, — , 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
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1,733 | 14,05+434 
14,248 
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“state lines worked by the State. 262 | 8,677 | 23,10,812 







Standard 
235 | 2,579 | $782,088 
mg the metre gauge link. 


gauge— 
North Western (state)(/) + + 
Qudb end Kohilkhand (state) includ- 
Eastern Benga (state) including SF 77) * ns 
metre and 2’ 6” gauges oh. “@ 290 813 | 2,24,992 


» East Coast (state) . . e e 108 427 27,499 
Metre gauge— 
i! {state)(g) . * . . igi 834 | 1,83,768 
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OF INDIA, JANUARY 30, 1897. 
scene GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
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, Circular No. Pet, pene | 
from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Department of °— 
J Revenue and Agriculture (Forests) : dated Calcutta, the 27th January 1897, mer 
READ the’ following extract from a Despatch from Her -Majesty’s Secretary of 
State, forwarding copies of the Regulations for 1897 of the Forest Service 
Branch in Cooper's Hill College :— ' Rit 


Extract (paragraph 2) from Despatch No. 150 (Revenue), dated 19th November 1896, 
Jrom Lord George Hamilton, Secretary of State for India, to the Government 
of dndie. F 


2. I take this opportunity of forwarding ten (10) copies of the Regulations 
for admission to the Forest Branch of the College for the year 1897. 


REGULATIONS 


. FOREST SERVICE BRANCH :* 
ROYAL INDIAN ENGINEERING COLLEGE, COOPER'S HILL, ; 
FOR 1897.6 |” 


{Post Town, Staines. Ratlway Station, Egham. Telegraph Station, 
, Englefield Gren ny 





STAFF OF THE COLLEGE.* 


President, Colonel JOHN PENNYCUICK, R.E., C.S.I. 
Secretary, Lieutenant-Colonél W, J. Boves. 
Bursar, J. P. PASCO, Esq., R.N., Retired. 

- Chaplain, Rev. C. Crosiecu, D.D. 


Engineering Branch. 


Assistant Professor of Engineering, A. H. HEATH, Esq., Assoc,.Mem, Inst, C.E, 
Professor of Surveying, Major-General E, H. Courtney, R.E. 

Instructor in Geometrical Drawing, ARTHUR HICKS, Esq. i 

Lecturer in Accounts, J. C. Hurst, Esq. ; $ 

Instructor in Freehand Drawing, RusseLt Dowson, Esq. 


Mathematical Branch. ; 


Professor of Applied Mathematics, G. M. Mincuin, Esq., M.A., F.R.S, Re 
Professor of Pure Mathematics, A. Lopce, Esq., M.A., Fereday Fellow of St, John’s 
College, Oxon, 


Natural Science Branch. 

Professor of Chemistry, HERBERT McLEop, F.RS. ; 5 
Professor of Physics, W.N. Stocker; Esq, M.A. Fellow of Brasenose College, ° 
’ Oxon, ' pap 8 
Lecturer in Geology and Mineralogy, Professor H, G. SEELEY, F,R.S, 


Forestry Branch, eens 2 


Principal Professor of Forestry, W. Scuuicu, C.I.E., Ph.D., late Inspector-General 
of Forests to the Government of India. : AOE : opaschanginynaaand 

ei Assistant Professor of Forestry, W. R. FISHER,*Esq., B.A., late Conservator 

Tribes Forests, Northern India, Peithis es niles aes 


© The staff of the College is only given in so far as it concerns the Fores Branch, 












r ih 









ry Of Soils and Vegetation, A. H. CHURCH, Esq, M.A, F.RS. 
T.H. Dirret, Esq.” Fad a ie 





*. 


[the arrangements hereinafter described are subject to revision under the orders of 
ih the Secretary of State for India.) vem 


1. The Royal Indian Engineering College is primarily maintained, under the orders x 
ve the Secretary of State for India in Council, tor the education of candidates for the service 


de 


a2 


ment in the India Public Works, Tele raph, and Forest Departments ; but it is 


ie open, to the extent of the accommodation availab, » to all persons desirous of following the 


course of study pursued in it, 


India Forest Department Appointments. 7 
f 2. The Examination, which is conducted by the Civil Service Commissiotiers, usually | 
‘_» takes place towards the end of June; and candidates may undergo the written part of 
their examination in London, Edinburgh, or Dublin, or at any of the provincial centres at 
which the simultaneous examination of candidates for admission to the Royal Mili 
Coll Sandhurst, is to be held. A list of the probable centres may be obtained from 
the Civil Service Commissioners at any time after March 1897. The oral and practical - 
parts of the examination will be held in London only, 

A fee of 2/. is required from candidates examined in London, but when the written 

* _ examifation is conducted elsewhere than in London the fee is 3/, Candidates examined 

at a college or school will probably be required to pay a local fee in addition to the fee of 

. 34. (in order to defray the expenses of superintendence), as to which they should obtain 

early information from the college or school authorities. The fee payable to the Civil 

Service Commissioners must be paid by means of stamps of the specified amount, 

Instructions on this point willbe issued to candidates about 10 days before the examina- 
tion, ; . 

3. The number of candidates to be selected annually varies according to the ire- 
ments of the Forest, Service in India; the figures as regards each particular year will be 
advertised from time to time. Jn 1897 there will be six appointments offered for competi- 

“fon. ‘ ’ 


4. Candidates for the Indian Forest Department are selected under the following 
arrangements:— - 

(a) An applicant must be a natural-born British subject, and must be above 17 
and under 20 years of age on the 1st June of the year in which he competes 
for an appointment. “He must be unmarried, and if he marries before 
reaching India he will forfeit his appointment. K 

: (4) An applicant must send* to the Revenue Department of the India Office, on 
or before the ast day of May of the year in which he proposes to 
compete :— ‘ 

(1) His name and parentage, a certificate or other satisfactory evidence 
of the date of his birth, and the written consent. of parent or 
guardian that his name should be recorded as a candidate, 

(2) A statement of the places of education at which he may have been, 
accompanied by testimonials of good conduct, during the last four 
years, 

c) Applicants will have to t before a Medical Boardt at the India Off 

0 Saitlicaier stress being hid upon vision and hearing. - 

" A physical test will also be im So as to ensure the selection of persons 
of active habits and powers-of endurance, 

_(@) The applicants who have successfully the medical examination and the 

x physical test will be required to Rare an examination before the Civil 


teat 









the ‘in para: 4 (8), clauses (1) and (2), should be 
See ee Sih at Gt be 


nd guardians incurring the inconvenience and ‘ 
unfit for the Forest Service, it is t pt 
submitted setical coin wen ae family, 
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1. A weak c ; 3. Impaired | 
coo A egak constitution Impaired hearin = 
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Ciass 1—Onticarory Sunsecrs. 


















beac Saw) wi A bra up 10 and, cing 
Ke ; the theor the use 
arithms; Euclid, Books 1 to LV and VI; Plane gp ereipetioneys is 
(Aaorometry up to aed including ‘the solution of St yiea'ct Tal mario | 
jangles and Mensuration a. ek av) + 2650 1 to qualify. Y 
English composition . . 92 + + « + 1,000 , 
German (400 for colloquial) aa re wha jy ae: Se 4 
tad ‘Crass —Orrrowan Sussecrs. seed 
“4. Mathematics (higher), including Analytical [Geometry, cea sachet 
_ Genie Sections, Statics, and Dynamics ‘ c + 2,000 ; is 
o emer arose cology . pa os 2 ae + 2,000 
Latin . : ee . . ° ae + 2,000 
i English History, There willbe set: one ; 


general paper 
one paper limited toa fixed period, which will be from the 4 
year 1 to the year 1727 for the examination of 1897 2,000 A lidate;_may:take any two, * 


9. Botany, viz., the elementary parts of ble mor- 
phology, histology, and physi » and the principles bat nat Sa tan, oh the 
of a natural system.of classification as illustrated by ee “Optional — Subjects ” 
the more important British natural. orders. Candidates (Nos, #0; 14; wind fs, elie exe 
will be required to describe plants in technical language. calnaiinniall? hes partly. ‘ 


will not be set.on vegetable palxontology or 

on the geographical distribution of plants . + + 2,000 
10. Chemistry, v#z., the elements of | nic Chemistry « 2,000 | - 
tt. Physics. Elementary er etn Electricity, Mag- " 

Phyeral Geesrephy sad. Goclony, Chichy ocsoyelog tas : 
sical y a 5 economic; in- 

* Kanes the eeragaiion of ried ha eailiag minerals 

and rocks, and their properties and uses. * « 2,000 J 


Cusss IL.—Aovpitionan Sussects. 

Either or both of these subjects 

13. Freehand Drawing . « 2 pesca + ‘500 may be taken.in addition to the 
14, Geometrical Drawing... + + t+» 300, 7) Obligatory and the two optional 

{e). The Secretary, of State will nominate as probationers such competitors as 
attain the highest aggregate of marks (provided they obtain the minimum 
in the 9bli subjects and satisfy the requisite conditions in other re- 
spects), These probationers will then enter the College, where they will be 

_ further trained for the Forest Service of India. 

(7) If the full number of competent probationers required in any year cannot be 
obtained from the persons so examined, the Secretary of State reserves a 
discretion to fill up the deficiency by selecting any other person or persons 
who may satisfy the authorities of the College that he or they are properly 
qualified to become probationers for the Forest Service. J . 

5. The course of study for candidates for the India Forest Service extends over 
about three years, at present divided into seven terms, and a period of study in foreign 
forests. For about seven terms the candidates will prosecute their studies mainly at the 
College, and during. the period of foreign study, which will occupy the remainder of the « 
course, they will visit, under suitable supervision, such Continental forests as be 
selected for the purpose. Excursions. may, also be made for purposes of instruction, 
during term, time and during part of the vacations, 

6, Each annual session begins in September, and is divide@ into three terms, with 
vacations of about four weeks at Christmas, two weeks at Easter, and eight weeks in the 
summer, except at the end of the visit to the Contineat, when the vacation will be 
shorte * 


r. 3 
7. A charge of 61/. is made for each of the seven terms spent at the College ; for the 

_ period cf foreign sale Ge charge is 150/.; the amounts must be paid terminally in ad. 

vance to the Bank of England for the first seven terms, and the amount due for the’ 

of foreign study must be paid before ‘the a iod begins. Receivable orders, with full 

directions as to the mode of payment, will be forwarded from the India Office to the 

parents or guardians, shortly before the fees fall due, A student will not be a 

come into residence or-to start-for-bis foreign study of forests until his fee. has. | 


: i damage to. 
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tone 


. College, as caution money, to cover charges, incurred by. him for 
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il be repaid. This deposit is to be 
Payment on that occasion 66/.. - CNS ea 
ne the foreaet Paytients cover all charges for tuition, board according to the 
cacee tariff, lodging, with washing, up toa cos of 2s. a week, and ordinary medical 
tee ance whilé in residence at the College. Wien students are on tour and during 
© course of practical instruction, whether in Great Britain or on the Continent, the 
Secretary of State will defray the expenses of (1) board, lodging, and washing (the aggre- 
gate maximum expenditure under these heads being los. per diem), (2) travelling expen- 
ses, and (3) fees to local Forest officers, etc, " 
Students are required to. provide their own class books and drawing instruments, 
Drawing paper, drawing boards, and surveying instruments are provided by the College, 


10. Thé Prescribed course of study comprises the following subjects :— 


of 

















1—Auxiliary Subjects. 
1, Geometrical Drawing, : 8, Physics. 


2, Freehand Drawing. 9. Chemistry, Py 
3. Surveying. 10. Geology and Mineralogy, 
4- Forest Engineéring, ~ 11. Entomology. 

5. Accounts, ; 12, Botany. . 

6. German, 13. Drill and Gymnastics, 

7. Mechanics, 


Il.—Forestry, theoretical and practical, in all its branches. ‘ 

11, Every student\is required to conform to the —— tules, to exhibit due dili- 
gence in his studies throughout the course, and to give evidence of satisfactory progress 
in such manner as.may be required, failing which, or in the event of serious misconduct, 
he will be liable to be removed from the College, ar to be sent back from the foreign 
study, which may entail the loss of his appointment. : : 

12, During the course cf study, the proficiency of the stadénts will be tested by 
periodical examinations and on the termination of their Studies there will bea final 
examination. Each student ma also, at the discretion of the Secreta of “State for 
India, be required to appear before the Medical Board at the expiratiofi of the first year 
of residence at the C olla: and should the result be unsatisfactory he cannot claim to 
be allowed to complete the course, 

. 13. The subjects enumerated in paragraph ro are grouped in certain main branches 
of study,* and a fixed minimum of qualification is required in each branch and in the. sub- 
jects taught during the forest tours, as well as a certain minimum for al! branches taken’ 
together, Students who obtain these minima will receive the College diploma ip forestry, 

14. Candidates who have obtained this diploma and are found to be of sound 

,constitution and free from physical defects which would render them unsuitable for 
employment in the Forest Department (the final decision on which points will rest with — 
the Secretary of State for India), will be appointed Assistaut Conservators in the Forest 
Department of India in the order of their standing at the end of the final examination, 
They will be allowed before leaving the College to state their prerence in respect to 
‘the Provinces to which they desire to be allotted ; but the distribution will be made to the 
several Provinces according to the needs of the public service, at the discretion of the 
Secretary of State for India after coseeiiing 2 President of the College and the 
Principal Professor of Forestry. Officers are, however, at all times liable to be transfer- 
red from one pfovince to another at the pleasure of the Government of India, : 

15. Within a month of his someetnns as Assistant nee each nominee. 

must articles of nt describi terms and conditions is appointment; 
he Sictebnect for India when me poe so by the Secretary of State, and will be 
provided with a free passage. Failure to embark at the stated time will, in the absence 
of sati explanation, lead to forfeiture of appointment. ’ 

16, The pay of an Assistant Conservator of Forests will begin from the date of ; 

§ arrival in India, Probationers who acquit themselves creditably during their 
course at Cooper's a eege wel eset on a salary of R350 a month. It will, how. 
ever, rest with the President of the College, in consultation with the Principal Professor of 
Forestry, to decide whether any of the ioners, though they have obtained the 
College a re in Forestry, have failed to deserve that rate of initial salary. Such pro- 
bationers, if any, will heals oma salary of R250 a month; and this difference of salary will — 

ontinue until the first departmental examination is passed in India. Oftcers entering 

Forest Service will be required to contribute auracripiion reeding from a compulsory 
mum of § per cent, up toa voluntary maximum of 10 per cent. their salary to the 

y ORcere? 


‘ ident Fund. Such con with compound interest, will 
te tll the dane yl tomes cn nt, when the total gout be pa to the contribmtor, 
the event of death ve. . 





aS in fore retirerient to his legal 
ie © Bor details see Royal Indian Engineering College Calendar, 














Arment of Todi and made applicable to | 
ject to any modifications or alterations,which may be em 

n the Government of India, and their interpreta in case of any 
x bei ng left to that Government. The more favourable pension rules appl 

0 Public Works and Telegraph officers appointed from Cooper’s Hill College have been 
extended to Forest officers appointed from England; and the Inspector General.of 











Forests and Conservators of the tst grade are now eligible for the extra pension of 





_ Rt,jo00 per annum admissib 





le to an officer after at least three years of approved service 
asa head of a department in any province, if considered deserving of the special 
concession. A copy of the Regulations relative to these matters can be seen on 
pplication either at the Library or the Record Department of the India Office; the 
principal rules are contained tn the Abstract of the Civil Service Regulations, as given 
in the “India List and India Office List’ published by Mess:s. Harrison aid Sons, 59, 
Pall Mall, London, which can be procured through any book-seller.. ; 

18, Every candidate, before proceeding to India, will be required to furnish to the 
President of the College satisfactory evidence of his competency in riding. 


GENERAL RULES, . 


19. Chemical, physical, and botanical laboratories, a forestry ‘ museum, a forest 
‘nursery, a library, and gymnasium are attached to the College. Means are also provided 
for the practice of photography. Students making use of the laboratories are supplied 
with the needful apparatus, : 

» 20. The responsibility for the discipline and management of the College and for the 
superintendence of the studies is vested in the President, under the control of the | 
Secretary of State for India. ° fh 

21. The students are distributed in divisions, under personal charge of one of the 

Professors or Instructors selected by the President; such tutor being responsible for 
exercising the proper degree of personal supervision over each student in his division, 
and for conducting necessary correspundence with the student's parents or guardians. 

22. Each student residing in the College is provided with a separate room, and with 
fuel and light, also"with the necessary attendance, Furniture and bedding are supplied 
by the College, but students are required to provide their own towels and bed linen 
Meals are taken in hall, Wine and beer are not included in the ordinary fare, but can 
be obtained from the College cellar at fixed prices. 

23, A’chapel is attached to the College, which the students residing in the College 
are expected to attend, unless specially exempted. 

24. Every student will be required to go through a course of gymnastic 
military exercises, including the use of the rifle, “é Prep tg 

25. Students are required to wear academical dress, under such regulati 
be prescribed from time to time, pep + 


"Students not nominated for the Indian Forest Service, bust desivous ind i 
Diploma in Forestry from Cooper's Hill College. Panes 


“26. Students not nominated for the Indian Forest Service. may bé i into thé 
College, as far as the available accommodation permits, Such Walente tongs lave be 
the course of instruction prescribed for the nominees of the Indian Forest Service, as 
detailed above, or they may be permitted to participate in the instruction given in certain 
subjects only. On attaining the prescribed minima of marks ‘in the several branches of 
study and in a as rage a above, ped will receive, as the case may require, either 

ege Diploma in Forestry or special certificates showing i iec 
have followed the instruction, wre) with what result. raarimdicettahc re yom? 
. 27. Candidates who desire to be admitted under paragraph 26 ubmit : 
necessary application at any time, but not later than a ns hay of Joue of the me 
— sare eg gn a per 7a asta ission of the President. The ica. 
m made on the prescri ich , aa 
se College, orms, which can be obtained from the Secretary of iA 
28. Candidates whose applications are found sbegpee: f as t 1k 
respects will be required to undergo an examination, to ehaorsinct in ‘ 
the last week in June of the year, for admission, The object of the onmatacrion an 
to ascertain whether the candidate is qualified to follow course of instructi 
advantage el certain parts of it, as the case may be), Candidates who do aed. 5 
to thé required standard will not be admitted to the College. not come up” ” 
. __, The President may dispense with the whole or any portio | 
thé case of a candidate who produces an University wr Bhs cpt el ae ie a 
granted by a recognized examining body, A ‘ 
29. Candidates admitted to the College under paragraph 26 won 
through the full prescribed course of study, will be required o pay pigs ig 
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will be required to abide by the general 
——S———— : 
FOREST EXAMINATION. a 











¥ Act SYLLABus, 
Class I. 


Mathematics.—The extent of the Examination will be as follows — 
(a) Aiguees, up to and including the binomial theorem, the theory and use of 


arithms ; 
(4) Eucle Books I to IV and VI; 
(c) Plane Trigonometry, up to and including solution of triangles and ménsuration, 
English Composition.—The standard of positive merit will be looked for in logical 
arrangement of thought, and in noouneer and propriety of expression, but large deduction 
“of marks will be made for faults of writing and spelling, 


Candidates are also warned that, for similar faults in the use of the English language,” 
similar deductions will be made from the marks obtained in the Gecman papers in ~ 


Class I. 
German:—There will be translations of unseen passages from German into English, 


and from English into German; the passages for translation will be taken, mainly, from . 


standard authors, and a few simple questions may be asked, on the passages set, as to the 
structure and character of the language, and) allusions of obvious and general interest, 
+ The vivd voce Examination will include Dictation. . 





Class 11, . 
Any two Subjects may be taken up. 


Hizher Mathematics.— . ~ 
*,* In all the following subjects great importance will be attached to accuracy in 


numerical results, 
Further questions and problems on the subjects of the Examination in Mathematics, 


And in addition :— 

Statics: The equilibrium of forces acting in one plane and of parallel forces, the 
centre of vity, the mechanical powers, and friction. (The graphical or 
gedusteied! woatiod of treating such problems should be studied as well as the 
san No application of the differential calculus to Statics will be 
required. 

D a Uniform, uniformly accelerated, and uniform circular motion, falling 

ies and projectiles ¢# vacuo, collisions and work. (Analytical methods of 
solution, but not the use of the differential calculus, will be involved.) 

Analytical Geometry: Problems on straight line and circle. 

Conic Sections: Elementary properties, with easy problems both on the analytical 
and geometrical methods. 


A 


French,— The s for translation will be taken mainly from standard authors, _ 


and in other respects the Examination will proceed on the same lines as in German. 


Latin,—Passages selected from the authors usually read in schools will be set for 


translation into English. _ Passages front English authors will be given for translation 
into Latin prose and verse ; but candidates will be allowed, in the place of verse compo- 


sition, to answer questions of a simple character, which will test whether they ess a 


fundamental knowledge of the grammar of the language, and such an elemen 
soneeintanch with Romed iste na is required fot the intelligent study of the wake 
* 


they have read. ‘ 
jGrech-~Pameges will be set for translation into English from the authors usually _ 
Eran ie school _in other respects the Examination proceed on the same lines as 


» English History-—The General Paper in this subject will test whether the candidates. : 
ist 


more minute kno fodge’ than the General Paper, 
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; Cte tli, 
Both subjects may be taken up. na 
. j * a 





Drawing, Freehand. 


"Drawing, Geometrical. * 


—_——$—> 
ns GENERAL, 


Handwriting —In costa ote of candidates, a limited namber of mai, ti 
namely, 100 out of the each subject, is assigned for nists : 





OrdER.—Ordered that a copy be forwarded, for information, to oe : 
. Governments of Madras and Bombay, the 


org Local Governments and Administrations 

cs Sage “Western Pr noted in the ee gp ay Inspector General 

Punjab. incon of Forests, and the Comptroller and 
— Auditor General. ? 


“ 


Ordered, also, Fi Ai ve, in the Supplement to the 


Gazette of India. 
- (True Extract.) , 


4G SLY; i we 
° . Uader-Secretary to the Government of India, 








SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Gazette of Endia. 


No. 6.} CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1897. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


A Surriament to the Gazerre or Inpra will be published from time to time, containing such Oficial Papers * 

erty = the me of Macnee Poon te deem an be of interest a the Public, and ei ae may usefully and 
\e isi i the ill é: bit 

aarvy poem : 79 ve of Hig Excellency ‘overnor General will in future be published in 

Non-Subscribers to the GAzeTT® may receive the SuPPLEMENT se arately on a payment Rupee: nnum 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The SureLement and fey Vi of ed tain dig be 
scribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 
es Aye peer rat or ware ages Piven are of ne ay ae vary ov INDIA is required by Law, or whith 

as customary ¢ ish in Loutra Gazerre, wi uded in the Sur o 

Noitications the body of the GAtEYTS mast be looked to.” : boat pear ats Saad ee a 











GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


‘Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, January 28rd, 1897. 


_ AT the commencement of the week the barometric gradients were unusually 
steep over North Bombay and were, as has happened on more than one occa- 
sion during the present cold-weather, associated with the appearance of a slight 
depression over Gujarat. This depression intensified slightly on the 18th and 
drifting eastwards passed into Berar on the 19th where it filled up during the: 
day. Its march eastwards on the 18th was accompanied with the formation 
a Subsidiary depression over the area defined by the stations of Agra, Now- 
gong and Cawnpore, which however proved to be a very short-lived disturbance 
end filled up completely before the morning of the 20th. Weather was more or 
__ Jess cloudy over North-Western and Central India during the period from the 

8th to the 2oth and numerous light thunder showers were received in the North- 

West Himalayas and the submontane districts of the North-Western Provinces 
on the 19th and aoth. On the 21st a fresh depression appeared over Khandesh 

Berar, and after giving much-needed showers of rain to the greater part of — 

Prorg Central Provinces, Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand, the North-Western Pro- 
_.vinces and parts of the North-West ers I filled up without moving before 

8A. M. of the agrd. Fine weather obtained 


generally in India at the close of 

d rapid changes of the temperature conditions over the 
ate zag rat during the week. The mean tem- 
however in efect of the normal in North- 

n moder i excess in Madras and 
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and of no importance. Pressure wa’s above the normal over the greater part of ~ 
Bee ‘orthern India and normal over the Peninsula and Burma. The general dis» | 
R a . tribution of pressure was of the usual cold-weather type except that. the Es, 
gradients were very steep in North Bombay. _Winds were ant-cyclonic in 
rection over Northern and Central India and variable in the Peninsula. Skies 
were generally clear and, except a few drops at Cochin, no rain had fallen any- 
where during the previous 24 hours. The low temperature conditions had 
extended to the North-Western Provinces and Bihar and temperature had hence — 
diminist-ed rapidly in these areas. The mean temperature of the previous 24 hours _ 
averaged 11° below the normal in Sind and Rajputana, 104° below in Gujarat 
and Central India, 8° below in the Punjab, and 6 below in the North-Western 
Provinces. It was on the other hand in moderate to considerable excess in 
Madras and Bengal and in slight excess in Burma, : 

Monday, 18th Fanuary.—Pressure had given way briskly to wy ted in. 
Upper and Central India, but was practically stationary elsewhere. Pressure 
did not vary to any extent from the normal over a large part of the country. 
The general distribution was, however, somewhat abnormal, Pressure was high 
over the North Punjab as well as in a belt stretching from East Rajputana to 

_ Bihar and lowest in Travancore. A slight depression covered Gujarat, Khan- 

* desh and the adjacent districts of the Central Provinces. Winds circulated 
cyclonically around the depression but were unaltered in other parts. The air 

was unusually dry in the North-West Himalayas. Skies were clouding over in 
Central India and parts of the North-Western Provinces. The only rainfall 
reported was a few drops at Cochin. ‘Temperature had decreased rapidly in 
Bengal and was now in moderate defect in that area. It had on the other hand 
increased rapidly in North-Western and Central India and the amount of defi- 
ciency in these areas was hence less marked than on the previous day. 

Tuesday, 19th Fanuary.—Pressure had changed very irregularly during 
the previous 24 hours. It had increased briskly in the area occupied by the 
Gujarat depression on the previous day and had fallen briskly to rapidly in the 
Gangetic plain and parts of the Punjab but was nearly steady elsewhere. The 
Gujarat depression had apparently advanced eastwards to the neighbourhood of 
Amraoti and had at the same time given rise to a subsidiary depression over 
the area defined by the stations of Agra, Nowgong and Cawnpore, Pressure 
although highest in West Rajputana and lowest in Ceylon was approximately 
uniform over the greater part of the country. Except in the neighbourhood of 
the depressions very variable winds and calms obtained generally on the plains.’ 
A moderate to strong humid south-east wind was blowing on the north-west 
Himalayas and was giving cloudy showery weather in that locality. Heavy 
tain had fallen at Colombo. Temperature was increasing rapidly in Northern 
and Central India, but was still below the average. It was stationary and above 
the average in the Peninsula and Burma. 


: _ Wednesday, 20th Fanuary.—Pressure had increased briskly to rapidly 
over the greater part of North-Western India and had decreased slightly in the 
Peninsula. Elsewhere the changes were slight and of no significance. Both 
depressions had disappeared-and the general distribution of pressure had again 
become fairly normal. Very variable winds prevailed in the Peninsula and North- 

eastern India, but elsewhere the wind blew from the normal cold-weather direc- — 

. tion.» Light rain had again occurred in the North-west Himalayas and afew 
scattered showers in the North-western Provinces. The largest amount reported 

was 0°25 inch at Chakrata. Temperature was in moderate to large defect in 

Baluchistan, Upper India, and the Konkan, normal in Bengal and Assam, and — 

i: above the average in the remainder of India and Burma. The excess was 
greatest in the Central Provinces (53°) and Bundelkhand and Baghelkand | 

Thursday, a1st Fanuary.—Pressure was steady over Gujarat, K : 
and the neighbouring districts of Central India and of the Central Provinces, bi 
had increased elsewhere, the change having been brisk to rapid over a cc 
derable part of the country. Pressure was highest in the North-west Pu 

nd lowest in Travancore, and exceeded the normal generally except in Ki 

! and Berar, where it was in very slight local ei i ere 

onic in Khandesh and Berar, but were unchanged in most other 
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the normal except in North-western India and the Kon 
- Steatest at Allahabad and Sutna (11°) and the deficiency at Rajkot (7°). 


Friday, 22nd Fanuary.—The pressure changes of the previous 24 
hours were such as accentuated the conditions prevailing on the previous 
day. Pressure had increased over nearly the whole of India, briskly to rapidl 


vover North-west and Central India and sli htly elsewhere. Except local! 


Khandesh, where it remained in very slight defect, pressure was in excess of the 
normal everywhere. The excess was moderate to rge in amount over a large 


part of the country, and was absolutely greatest at Rawalpindi, where it av. 
three-tenths of an inch, The depression over Khan 


marked than on the preceding day. The air circulation was seine un- 
, the 


changed. Numerous thunderstorms had visited Bundelkhand, Baghelkhan 


North-Western Provinces, the Central Provinces, and the North-West H imalayas, 
and had given favourable rain to these districts. Pachmarhi had obtained 
2°25 inches, Nowgong 1°65 inches, Jhansi 1°35 inches, and Jubbulpore 110 
inches. Temperature had decreased rapidly in the North-Western Provinces, 


but was practically steady in other divisions. 


Saturday, 23rd Fanuary,—Pressure had decreased generally except in the | 
area covered by the depression on the previous day where it had ‘risen slightly. 
Pressure continued above the average generally, but the amount of excess was 
not so large as on the previous day. Beyond the filling up of the depression in 
Khandesh and Berar, no important change had occurred in the general 
distribution of pressure. Winds blew from about their normal directions. Light 
showers of rain had fallen in Ceylon, and a few drops at one or two stations 
in India. The mean temperature exceeded the normal generally except in 


Upper India, 


Temperature.—At the beginning of the week temperature exceeded the 
normal to a moderate extent in Madras, Bengal and Barma, and was below the 


average over the remainder of the country. The deficiency was moderate in 
amount in the Central Provinces, but increased northwards and westwards and 


exceeded 10° to the west of a line joining Surat, Delhi, Sirsa and Mooltan. 


ranged between 11° and 14° in Kathiawar, Rajputana, and Lower Sind, and was 
absolutely greatest at Quetta in Baluchistan (144°). The deficiency was exe 
hibited almost equally in both the day and night temperatures. Temperature 
increased rapidly in North-Western and Central India, and decreased equally in 
Bengal during the next 24 hours, so that on the 18th temperature was from 2}° 
to 8 below the average over the whole of Northern India and Baluchistan and 
in slight excess in Burina, the @entral Provinces and the Peninsula. Tempera- 
ture continued to increase generally during the next four days, slowly in the 
south and rapidly in the north and centre, and at the end of the week exceeded 
the normal over the whole of the country, except in Upper India where it re- 


mained in slight defect. 
The following table gives variation data for the week in illustration :— 
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“to 0'40 inch at Khandwa. Temperature had increased ing and was above _ 
t kan, The excess was 


desh and Berar was better 


Mean 
Province. i variation 
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- Rainfall.—The rainfall of the week occurred in connection with two 
_. depressions of a somewhat unusual character. The first of these advan | 
into Berar from Gujarat between the 17th and 19th, and gave rise to a short- 
‘lived subsidiary depression over the area represented a: the stations of 
~Nowgong, Agra and Cawnpore during the 18th. | The disturbance disappeared 
on the 2oth. The North-West Himalayas, Oudh and the submontane districts 
of the North-WesternProvincesand of thePunjad obtained numerous light thunder= 
showers onthe roth and goth, the heaviest of which was1"35 inches at Rae Bareli. 
The second depression appeared over Berar and Khandesh on the 21st, and 
filled up rapidly during the next thirty-six hours without changing its position, 
It was, however, a much more influential disturbance than the previous and 
oceasioned favourable rain’over the greater part of the North-Western Provinces, 
Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand, and the central districts of the Central Provinces 
and some light showers in the western districts of the Central Provinces and 
the Punjab hills on the 21st and 2and. The precipitation due to the distur- 
bance was most general and heaviest in South Oudh and the central districts of 
the North-Western Provinces, where several stations obtained amounts ranging 
between one and two inches. 

From the accompanying rainfall statement it will be seen that the week 
was actually or practically rainless over a large part of the counts including 
Burma, the whole of Bengal, Assam, the Punjab (excepting the hill districts), 
Bombay, Berar, the eastern districts of the Central Provinces, North Bombay, 
Rajputana, the Western States of Central India and Madras (excepting the 
southern districts). wal 

The North-Western Provinces, the western and central districts of the 
Central Provinces, Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand and South Madras were the only 
areas which received fair rain during the week. ‘The chief feature was the 
excessive rainfall in some parts of the North-Western Provinces. The following 
gives data for the districts in which there was an excess of over an inch :— 




















| 
Average actual |Average normal) Variation 
Disraicr. rainfall of mad fall ‘f week. n igs 
Inches, | Inch, Inches. 
Sultanpur . ; F ‘ ° “ 5 1°79 olL +168 
Rae Bareli . . : , : : ; 1°56 O'lg +142 
Fatehpur . ‘ : ° . » . 1°55 0'13 +1°42 
Hamirpur . ° . : . ° . 1°44 o +1°35 
Banda ‘ ° . A ‘ . ‘ ¢ 1°40 o'o +1°32 
Jalaun . ‘ . ‘ . . 4 541 o'09 +1°32 
Cawnpore . SP IN : . Sits, 1°35 009 +126 
Fyzabad_. : ° ‘ ; e ’ 1°34 . 009 +125 
OU SRS renee eat Peart een ea 1 28 o06 | +122 
Barabanki . Pt z A " ‘ ‘ 1g 0°08 +t 
Unao . ‘ . _4 . . . , é 8 o1o +1'08 
Sitapur $ i F 4 : . : 1'22 O14 +1'08 





The largest total rainfalls of the week were as follows :— 

Amethi (Sultanpur) 2°70 inches, Mahoba (Hamirpur) 2°21 inches, Girwan 
(Banda) 2°04 inches, The seasonal rainfall is in considerable to large defect 
over Bengal, Coorg, Mysore, the South-East and South Punjab, Sind, East 
Rajputana, Ganjam, the Circars and South-Central Madras. Sai ac RRR 
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y Roport on the state of the Saison and Prospacts. ioe 
: the Crops. $s Masi 


‘Madras.—For weet ending goth Fanuary.—No ‘rain fell except a 


trivial showers in the hill tracts in Ganjam and m Tinnevelly, Thewater-supply  ~ 
continues adequate in the Carnatic and in the Southern and in parts of the 
Central districts, as well as under large works elsewhere. Sowings under irriga- 

| tion from large works and wells continue. The standing crop in the southern | 
half of the presidency is good; elsewhere, unless protected by irrigation, the» 
crops ate bad or are lost. The harvest is proceeding on the West Coast and _ 

‘in the Central, Southern and Carnatic districts with moderate yield ; elsew saahg 


except under irrigation works, the yield is poor or bad. Pasturage is very scarce 
aed tgdde very a in parts of the Circars and the Decean ; sheekate tapgbes oe 
' are moderate. Cattle are in bad condition in parts of the Deccan. Prices are 
rather dearer in the Circars, parts of the Deccan, Central districts and on the 
West Coast ; stationary or slightly easier elsewhere. The numbers on relief 
works are—32,111, the numbers of ‘kitchen inmates 2,872, and the numbers 
a weavers relieved 7,255, all in Deccan. 125 were also gratuitously relieved in. 
Ganjam. Total number in receipt of relief :—42,369. The prices by which — 
famine wages are regulated are:—Kurnool 15$, Bellary 14}, Anantapur 13$, 
|  Cuddapah 16} seers per rupee. ps 
Bombay.—For week ending 2nd February.— Slight rain fell in — 
Poona, Ahmednagar and Khandesh. The standing crops have been damaged by 
frost slightly in one taluka of Karachi, in six of Hyderabad, and in two of Ahmed. 
- abad ; by locusts and insects in one of Karachi ; otherwise they are thriving in Sind 
and Gujarat and are indifferent elsewhere. The crops recently sown have withered 
or are withering in Nasik, Ratnagiri, Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapurand Dharwar, © 
The autumn harvesting has been completed, except in Khandesh and Dharwar. . 
The reaping of the late crops has been commenced in Kaira, Broach, Nasik, 


a & 
We: 


ra se 


Ahmednagar, Khandesh, Sholapur, Satara and Bijapur. Fodder is sufficient 

rae in the Deccan, Karnatak, Shikarpur and parts of Baroda. The grains —~ 
suppy is generally sufficient in the affected districts. Cotton-pickingicontinues 
in Broach, Surat, Kathiawar and Wadhwan. The condition of agricultural © 


stock is deteriorating in Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Bijapur, Belgaum and © ~ 
Dharwar, healthy elsewhere, except: ay of Sind, Newik and in 
Prices are rising in parts of Broach, Surat, Kolaba, Ratnagiri and Bijapur ; | on 
falling in Upper Sind frontier, and parts of Broach, Kolaba, Poona, Sholapur #4. 
and Bijapur, and stationary in Shikarpur, Hyderabad, Thar and Parkar, and the 
Panch Mahals, and parts of Broach, Surat, Poona and Bijapur. The prices of. 4 
_ food-grains on which famine wages are based are :—Dharwar 14, Belgaum 12, 
| Bijapur and Sholapur 103, Ahmednagar 104, Poona 10, Nasik, Satara, ee | 
pee 9 and Kolaba 8§ seers per rupee, The average daily number employed on 
har ief works, including non-working .children, are :-——Bijapur 76,507, Sholapur. | 
ee By 48a, Abmednagar 48,253, Poona 25,032, Nasik 31,098, Satara 26,355, 
*  Khandesh 22,464, and Belgaum 2,490. Total 315,681,.0f which 221,914 are. 
| relief workers, and 93,767 non-working children, Two hundred and forty-o 
__ persons were also employed on one test work in Dharwar. The numbers 
| gfatuitous relief are :— Bijapur aoe. Solana 3,729, Ahmednagar 27, Poo 
4,273, Belgaum 253, Nasik 57, and Satara 6. Total number in receipt of 
BRAS 592.1905. 64 iad os 
 Bengal—For week ending 1st February.—Slight rain fell ia oa ‘ 
ver Bengal, Bihar, and Chota Nagpur durin the week, | Galcater maeie 
inches on the ist.instant, The winter rich earvest is pructieglly Ghee : 
is going on, The spring and poppy crops in Bihar con 
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He > ecgr relief on Saturday, the goth January, were: Relief works— adia 
a res children 42); Rajshahi 536 (men 504, women ni/, children 32); Patna 587 





for autumn rice and jute is going on in’ parts: of North 
Prices remain almost stationary. In the diss — 
food-grains on which the relief wages are 
rice) 9 seers, Khulna (common. rice) ‘TO. seers; 
to 11 seers; Patna (common rice) 10} seers, 
aran Indian-corn) 9 seers 14 chittacks, Cha 

“corn) 40% seers, Muzaffarpur (Indian-corn) 10 seers, Dar 










fe. we gai 9t seers. These prices show slight falls in Shahabad, Saran, Rie 


, and a slight rise in Patna. In the other affected districts 
has. been no change. The numbers on relief. works and in receipt of 






060 (men 2,989, women 636, children 2,435); Khulna 147°(men 10 wot eee 


men 299, women 209, children 79); Shahabad 2,274 (men women od 
children 482); Saran 13,811 (men 3,947, women per chlidedart 3); Chere 
97,149 (men 40,438, women 35,417, children 21,294); Muzaffarpur 6,911 9 
men 3,892, women 1,418, children 1,601); Darbhanga 135,644 (men 62,570, 2 
women 52,902, children 20,172). Total 263,119 against 247,327 in the Previous 
week. Gratuitous relief— Nadia 770 (men 141, women §39, children 90); Khulna > 
1 (men 4, women 9, children 8); Patna (men 14, women 14, children 
8); Saran 12,070 (men 2,126, women 7,212, children 2,732); Champaran 5,808 aes 
(men 1,345, women 2,619, children 1,844); Muzaffarpur 1,703 (men 500, women % 
76, children 407); Darbhanga 55,283 (men 10,920, women 2 1774, children 


' 16,589). Total 75,691 against 70,343 in the previous week. Tou] number in fe 


‘ a is still in progress in many districts. 
hai 


receipt of relief was 338,810. 


Private relief—Relief cee Rha nya Raj 16,353 (men 10,689, women 
3,766, children *1,898). “Gratuitous relief— arbhanga Raj 3,518 (figures ins 
complete); Saran district 2,210, 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 3rd Febru- 
ary.—Good rain fell in the Bundelkhand districts; in the Allahabad district 
and in portion of the Jhansi district’ over one inch was recorded. Light — 
showers: kai in other districts. The spring crops continue to do well, Cane. — 

Slight damage has been caused 

and frost to the crops in a few districts. The numbers in receipt of 

relief on Saturday, the zoth January 1897, in districts which have been officially 
recognised’ as distressed were as follows i—Agra 22,304, Etawah 1 50,010; | 
Banda 152,863; Cawnpore 68,867; Hamirpur 60,001; Allahabad 183,980 | aoe 
Jhansi 47,006; Jalaun 80,694; Jaunpur 43,051; Mirzapur 18,072 ; Gorakhpur on i 
22,138 nd eo 5O308 5 Unao 40,440; Rae Bareli 7911 $4 5 Sitapur 44,1035 00% 
Hardoi 176,575 ; Barabanki 27,078. Total 1,136,996. The total ts distributed | 
as follows among the various methods of telief prescribed by the Famine 
Code which are in operation :— Employed on relief works—729,298 ; relieved as _— 
ts 165,611 ; relieved in oo 42,046 ; relieved under other pro- | 
visions. of the Code 200,041. The numbers relieved in 20 district's which are _ 
er ob n, but ate not yet officially recognised as distressed were'on the. 
same date as follows :—Relieved on test works 76,397 ; relieved in’ poor-houses ge 
18,519; relieved under other provisions of ‘the Code 22,096, Total rrz,ora, | 2 
The grand total in receipt of relief on the last day of the week was therefore = 
1,254,008. Supplies are generally sufficient. Fodder is somewhat Scarce in 
Prices are still high, but are falling slightly. The prices eer a | cars 
ins on which famine are based’ are as follows in the district feat 
ised as di Allahabad and Hardoi 9}; Mirzapur and ese 

by 10,4; Etawah and Barabanki 10}; Cawnpore 103; and the 

\ Perce! sich oe) * ae , att Aas 
For week ending and February.—Nearly 14 inch of rain in parts) 
aponceg, ‘aa has also fallen in Ferozepore, 







































ugar ne is nearly finished it . , . “¢ 
wr and Amritsar. Sowings of the s are 
ra spring crops are in progress, The con ion and 
ding crops are generally reported good to fair on irrigated land, | 
ve in Mooltan and Dera Ismail Khan. The standing crops have Wen r 
; efited by recent rain in Amritsar, Gujranwala and Lahore. The ¢ 
on dry land are suffering from want of further rain in some district 
mprove the condition of crops more rain is urgently wanted in Rohtak, Delhi, — 
Umballa, and Shahpur. The crops on dry land in Gujranwala have been 
"saved by the recent rainfall, Stocks of food-grain are insufficient with the — 
cultivators of Lahore, Amritsar and Gujranwala; the stock in Jullundur has 
also been reduced and gram and fodder stock has been exhausted in Hissar, — 
The standing spring crops are being damaged by insects in Delhi and rap. 
and gram in parts of Ferozepore. Cattle are generally in poor condi Ry 
want of sufficient fodder. Their condition is good in Amritsar and Peshawar 
and fair in Gurgaon. In Hissar they are in miserable condition and are 
dying from starvation. One hundred and twenty-two cattle died of starva- 
tion in Rohtak. Fodder is said to be scarce in all districts except Umballa. 
Prospects have become brighter owing to the recent rain, The average 
number of persons employed on famine relief works was:—Rohtak 5,799 
Gurgaon 1,589; Delhi 3,740; Karnal 2,465; Ferozepore 2,308 ; Gujrat 47,957 
Hissar 29,209 including 2,185; 37; 696; 114; 228; 15,177 and 5,715, rese 
pectively gratuitously relieved : 1,003 in Umballa and 2,163 i Lahore were also 
gratuitously relieved. The number on test'works was:—Ludhiana 125; Multan 
302 ; Sialkot ap ; Gujranwala 217; and in Rawalpindi 112, The total numberin_ 
receipt of relief was 97,259. There were besides 1,018 persons on ordi works. 
Prices are still high but have slightly fallen in all districts except M tan 
and Dera Ismail Khan where no variation kas taken place and in Jullundur 
where they are still rising. Wheat is selling from 8} to 11 seers, great 
millet 11 to 114, bulrush millet 10 to 11}, and maize 10 to 12} seers per ru 
Prices of staple food-grains on which the famine wage is reckoned are—Robiale : 
am 11 seers; Delhi bulrush millet 10} seers ; Karnal gram and maize 12 seers ; 
mballa maize 10 seers ; Ferozepur maize 13 seers; great millet and gram 1 
seers ; Gujrat wheat flour 7 seers; Ludhiana maize 11 seers ; Mooltan wheat 9} 
seers ; Gujranwalla wheat flour g seers ; and Lahore wheat and maize 10 and 12 
seers, respectively per rupee, oe 
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Central Provinces.—for week ending and February.—The weather 
somewhat cloudy and showery in the early part of the week. The Mandla, Be 
Shora, and Merwara tahsils of Jubbulpore received more than an inch; § 
three-fourths ; Damoh, Balaghat, an Bilaspur half, and Raipur one- pur 

.  aninch. The spring crops are pam A in good condition, and the recent 
has been on the whole beneficia a, to the late sown crops; but da 
is reported in some localities and especially in Balaghat by rust and 
Sugarcane planting has commenced. There has been slight hail in Jubk 
Mandla, Hoshangabad and Balaghat. Fodder is sufficient except in 
Hoshangabad, in and parts of Nagpur and Sambalpur. Imports: Jubb 

_ 35,000; Seoni 6,000; Nimar 6,500 maunds. The numbers on relief 
as follows:—Saugor 26,969; Damoh 18,639; Jubbuipore (on twer 
70,178; Mandla 14,260; Seoni 3,804 arsinghpur 18,043; He 
30,907 ; Nimar 558 ; Betul 10,747 ; Chhindwara 4,950; Nagpur 1,312; 
2,643; Bhandara Ree: Balaghat 5,419; Raipur 7,658 ; and Bilas) ; 
Total 230,949. The numbers on gratuitous relief are: or 9,611 
2,456; Jubbulpore 13,727; Mandla 882; Seoni 1,179; 
Hoshangabad 6,033; Nimar 354; Betul 1,560; Chhindwara 1 

_ Chanda 262; Bhandara 1,448; Balaghat 1,662; Raipur 1,377 5) 
4,443. Total 49,037. The total number in receipt of relief was 279,08 
also 32,195 on railway and other works, in Saugor, Damoh, a 
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er paddy and miscellaneous crops continues. The 
_ miscellaneous crops in Amarapura township, Mandalay, are witherin ; 
of rain. The outturn of irrigated paddy which has been reaped in. 
is 12 annas. Wheat in Minbu does not promise well. Peas and ‘tobacco 
islands in anne have failed. With the above exceptions the dry wea 
paddy and miscellaneous crops are in fair condition, The price of p: ; 
risen slightly in Akyab and Myaungmya, fallen considerably in Minba an 
slightly in Amherst and Thayetmyo ; elsewhere it is Stationary. The numbers ¢ 
~ relief works are :—Meiktila 17,277; Myingyan 9,689 ; and on gratuitous’ 
_ Meiktila 3,135, Myingyan 2,806, and Yamethin 323. Total number in receipt: 
_ »Telief was 33,230. In \Meiktila the price of rice is 8 seers 15 chittacks and in 
_. Myingyan 9 seers 5 chittacks per rupee, pice 
Rie a 
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_.. Assam,—or week ending 2nd February.—The weather is seasonable. 

___A hailstorm is reported to have damaged chillies and tobacco in Cachar. 
is wanted for ploughing for early rice in Kamrup, Mustard is being gathere 

-. The pressing of sugarcane and pruning of tea continue. Prices ; common tice, 

_\ Silchar 9 seers 6 chittacks ; Sylhet, Gauhati and Tezpur to ; and Sibsagar 12 

_ Seers per rupee. Fodder insufficient in Cachar, Naga Hills and Khas, Hills, 
Hills Districts. ny 


_ Water is sufficient except in the Nowgong and Naga a 
Mysore and Coorg.—For weck ending 2nd February-—Mysore: The 
prospreta are generally good. Prices have slightly risen in Bangalore and 


himoga; and fallen in Kolar and Kadur, Raggi (H/eusine coracana) and 
paddy Nate been harvested in Kolar and Mysore. gs 


~ . CoorG: The threshing of rice has commenced and the picki 
coffee is completed in parts. Outturn is small. Prices of food-grai 
_ mal, Public health is fair. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient, 


| Berar and Hyderabad.—Vor week ending 2nd February.—BERAR: 
The weather is cool: hailstorms have occurred in parts of the Akola District © 
_ - with considerable damage to the winter crops.» Cotton-picking is nearing come 
pletion, Threshing of Jowar rane vulgare) in progress; wheat, gram and 
pe fins dare in poor condition, The land is sat aig ee for the next monsoon ” 
3 a Scarcity of fodder and water prevails. igh prices for food-grains 
‘ are P: ov Re ief works have been opened in the Ellichpur District. Prices :— 
-Melghat 11 seers per rupee. _ epee 


 Hyderasan: Rainfall during week ended goth January, *7 cents. The 

‘a is in fairly good omdiion except in aise ulin af the Southern 

, Where prospects are poor. Sowing of the winter rice crop in the 

_ Division is completed. Water-supply is decreasing: Scarcity of 

and a ‘exists. Prices are as follows :—Wheat 7}; coarse rice 7} 
way yellow 
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ari jowari 10 ; gram 10} ; and tur 114 seers per current 


.— Rain fell in Bh 





2 : : af F, 
oy ey Bel . 
Senluions ene hands afaenin Sint eed dees 
ondition. fair in three districts of Gy Meh nas 
ec alge a at Bundelkhand, Tnikeeey verctole — 








districts 0 Gwalior and in the wa A us 

bad in four districts of Gwalior, and indifi rent he 

in two districts of Gwalior and in the Malwa Agency, fair 
districts of Gwalior, indifferent elsewhere. Prices are @ 


Jelkhand, Baghelkhand and Malwa, steady elsewhere. Opium ere 
The numbers en 


fairly d condition in Gwalior, Bhopal and Malwa. 

‘on famine relief works are :—Gwalior, 11,696 ; ‘Bundelkhand $470 3 Ba 
-kband 50,006 ; on gratuitous relief Bundelkhand 1,508; Ba elkhand 2,376; 2 
from Gwalior. Total numbers in receipt of relief was 69,062, Pri 
based, are:—Gwalior 10 to 1 
































‘of food-grains on which the famine wages are 
 “Baghelkhand 10 seers per rupee: 


ee Rajputana.—/or meek ending gra February—No rain has 
» throughout Rajputana. Agricultural operations are Satisfactory in_Jhalla 
Kotah, Jeypore, Kerowlee, and Kherwara; and poor in Dholepore. the sp 
crops are in good condition in Sirohi, Jaisulmere and Bikanir. The s ding 
— are generally good except in Dholepore. Harvests are good in Jhallawar 
| and Jeypore and are below average in Haraoti. Cattle are generally in good con 
' dition except in Bhurtpore. Pasturage or fodder is generally sufficient but scar 
_ in some tehsils of Jeypore ; but is failing in Dholepore and in Bhurtpore. Prices 
| are rising in Bhurtpore ; are high in parts of Kerowlee ; are falling in Partabgar 
ig Meywar, Kerowlee, Shahpura, Bikanir and Jaisulmere; and are steady elsewhere. 
The number of persons on relief works were:—Marwar 4,405; Kotah 1,0 ue : 
Dholepore 5,284; Bhurtpore 384 ; Bikanir 10,634; and Jaisulmere 939. e 
numbers on gratuitous relief were :—Marwar 1,004; Bhurtpore 621 ; Bikanir 923; 
and Jaisulmere 13. Total number in receipt of relief was 25,041. The price oe 



















the staple food-grains on which the famine wages are based are:—M ies 
Shur oo chittacks, site ‘4 mrot 4 chittack; Dholepore 14 seers 10 Behr: a 
' reg seers 8 chittaks ; ikanir 9 t i » Jai cab 
seers 9 chittacks per rupee. : og Serer Jains ni 


has fallen. Prices continue below normal. Normal price 24 seers per rupee. 


Kashmir —KasiMir VALLEY.—For week ending 2nd February.—Snow — 





Jamu Province.—For week ending grd February.—Li of ee 
rain during the week. Prices are silenar' Fodder is 7 Wace ae * 
are in progress, 455 persons are'employed. Prices 10} seers per rupee. ae 


pee Nepal.—For week ending 30th Fanuary.—The ni ill frosty, but 
the days are fine and getting warm. Prune 6} and 7 paige perc. 
The total numbers in receipt of relief during the preceding week are as 
Pcie k t 


Pe rate’ 
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* © follows :— 
———— SS ——— neigh 




















Precevine WEEK. Present weex. 











ie ; Relief | Gratuitous Relief 
Bees works. relict, | TOTAL works, ae Toran. 
nny —————_— ; 


ie aw er ann 26,852 6,974 | + 33,826 3%118 10,2 
. y ape BR |e 11,002 | 292,225 | 3:5.922 " ae 
‘| 2473327 | 70.343 | 317,670 | 263,119 | 75,691 


vinces aud Oudh 5 799,220 224.1 7 
. a 34 | 1,024, 06 
7 354 97153 282,702 


Punjab . s P 62,227 20,71 
‘ 9 
Hi —— Provinces .| 202,939 59663 247,002 | 230, 6B Pi ha 
t eernisdas aie samt sare M 
* eal + +] 36506] 4193 | 40,759 | % Ort 
+ +} 28,733) L810 | 20,543 |) Coa 
Kid oe - 455 












« | 1,692,182 | 394,766 apnbows 





arg Northern tog 3m 

the Central Provinces and No _ In De 
; id weather showers have fallen over Central and Norther 
ngal and over parts of Bombay. The sowings for the spring ram 
‘where been extended, though the breadth of these crops gn a 
considerably short of the normal/area, The spring crops, “4 erg 
have been sown and have germinated, are said to be practically r : : 

certain that by April next a large addition will have been a 0 
_ supply of the people over the greater part of the affected feeb 
however, such as North Behar, and some of the districts in t t 2 
and Oudh, where the people depend mainly upon the autumn harvests for 
food, the relief given by. the spring crops will be less considerable., 

“ss . According to your latest information on the 1oth January, the pos 
* was a famine was felt or expected over districts inhabited by about 37 mill 
- of people, while more or less distress was feared over other tracts conta ning 

" idthions. In British Indiathe expected famine areas and the distressed areas 
"appear to be distributed somewhat thus :— 
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Famune. Disreess. 


Sq. Miles. Population. Sg. Miles, 
































Punjab . ° ° : . 16,800 4,139,000 _ 30,100 6,559,000 4] 
North-West Provinces . 3 26,200 | 11,273,000 50,600 | 26,013,000 
Pere eee 6,700 | 5,281,000 9,900 | 8,265,000 
Burma . . ‘ ° < 2,600 212,000 8,600 555,000 
Madras . ° . f ; 8,500 1,206,000 _ — . 
Bombay . . . . : 43,000 7,009,000 9,300 2,064,000 
Central Provinces: . * y 60,200° | 7,824,000 13,2 0 1,019,000 
ToTAL .. «| 164,000 | 36,944,000 121,700 | 44,475,000 


In the famine areas full relief organization under the Famine Codes either 
has been or is being established as need arises; and in the distressed areas, 
relief works have been or are being opened in order to test the extent of the 

_ pressure. If hereafter in parts of the distressed area famine should appear, 
relief organization will be at once extended, mg 

ie 6. Ihe number of people in receipt of relief during the first week of pee : 

ary was 1,200,000, of whom about 248,000 were receiving gratuitous reliel. It 
is expected that these numbers will increase until April; during March and 
April pressure will, it is hoped, abate in tracts where the spring harvests 
large areas prove good; but in some parts the numbers on relief may go 
increasing until the end of May. And in no case will anxiety be over uw 
favourable rains have fallen in July and August riext. . 

E 7. Besides organising relief works and the distribution of gratuitous 

j ‘a have sanctioned suspensions of revenue where pressure is greatest 5 

_ have made available for irrigation as much water as possible ; you have. 
tioned large advances or loans to landholders who are ready to give wo! 
their estates, and to ryots who are ready to dig wells; you have opene 

_ Government forests to grazing in places where fodder is scanty, and you 
et i te rates for carriage of food, "ie 

- You believe that the stocks of food are practically sufficient f 
needs of the people, Burma and perhaps South tndia havin a cape ; 

_ food. You are relying on private trade to carry food to = Se shore? 

__ wanted, and you have made public your decision to abstain from any G 
ment interference with the operations of the grain trade. But Ps ha 





Local Governments authority to arran through local dealers 
SS to ‘relief ip or relief centre, nF supply of food js a 













‘No doubt car h will be kept_by your Government not 
me On spe fey? but its local distribution. e area in India — 
ossessing a surplus o: food is unhappily’ Not so extensive this year as it was in 


g. I approve the orders you have given ding the undertaking of canals _ 
8 i i relief works, ee that Bi capitalists or local Coties: will | 
found ‘ready in many places to construct light railways under the liberal a 
terms which off have offered. in order to meet the Present necessity. I undere © 
stand that, if anywhere sufficient large relief works are not available in Particus — 
__ 4#ar tracts, recourse will be had to vi age works, a system which appears to have 
ie “Pen prosecuted very successfully in the Bundelcund relief operations of 1895-96, % 
_ Whether for these petty works, or for other relief duties, a largely increased 
_. staff will agen? be required; and I gathet that the Local Governments 
are we early steps to organize a sufficient temporary staff of = eh 
s, n nt 










sana 











the Bundelcund report I observed with satisfaction the exc 
service done by Indians, official and non-official, as well as by European selief 
_ Officers, and [ greatly regret that some of these excellent officers should have — 
- died or broken down in the stru le. at 
Hs 1o. As I intimated by my telegram of the 28th October last, I shall be 
ready to sanction the expenditure needed to make your relief Operations as 
_* complete and effective as possible. During a considerable number of years the 
_ Government of India has set apart a portion of its revenue to enable it more. é 
effectually to deal with such an emergency as has now arisen. You are there« oot 

fore in a better position to provide the necessary funds for effectual relief with- _ 

out unduly burdening your finances, I am confident that public sentiment in. 
India will support your Government in spending the public money ungrudgingly, — 
ta, ‘ey 4 Bees in the relief of distress. I can assure you of the sympathy of 
_ Her Majesty’s Government, and of your countrymen at home, in the task before 
. 11. On your Excellency and the officials in India must Primarily rest the 
burden of battling with the gtave calamity before us, and constant interference a 
_ from home in the detailed working of the vast and complicated organization you 
are controlling would be useless and mischievous, ~ ; © 
42. It is, however, necessary that 1 should receive prompt periodical ine 
_ formation as to the progress, adequacy, and results of these relief works, so that 
_ I may be able to judge and advise upon the general conduct and course of your _ 
ie cperilicns. : 


- Visinalds_ The Courage, decision, and promptitude with which the outset of this 
‘ikation has been met by your Excellenc and your coadjutors inspire me with 
_ every confidence and hope in the e success of your proceedings, = oH 
Ey Nii : -‘T, W. HOLDERNESS, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. a 
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Printea and usmuamnied the Government of Invia at the Ojice of the SuPt#RiNTENDENT CP GOVERNMENT 
Painrina, inna, No. & Hastings Street, Caleutta. 
Ns aut ea tie acl aaer 
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A Suppcement to the Gazerreor Inpta will be blished from time to time, containing such Official Papers 
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ven The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in Suture be published in 
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of the Gazerre. 
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looked to, t 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 





Weather Review of India for tho wack ending at 8 am. on 
Saturday, January 30th, 1897. * 


Pressure was very unsteady over Northern and Central India during the 
week, and there were hence large and rapid modifications of the general dis- 
tribution of pressure in that area. Over the Peninsula on the other hand the 
pressure changes were slight and the distribution was in consequence fairly 
steady. As might be expécted under these conditions the weather, while fine 
and settled over the Peninsula, was more or less disturbed over Northern and 
Central India, Fair rain was received in the Central Provinces, Berar, Assam, 
and parts of the Punjab and of the North-Western Provinces. The mean 
temperature of the week was practically normal in the Punjab, Central India 
* and Gujarat, and in moderate to considerable excess of the normal over the 
remainder of the country. 


D Summary.--Sunday, 24th Fanuary.—Pressure had given wa: 
briskl  : rapidly in North-Western and Central India, and was 4 slight to 
‘insiderabe excess in that area. Pressure had increased slightly to rapid! 
in Bengal and Assam, and was in considerable excess in these districts. it 
was practically unchanged in the Peninsula where it was sli htly above the 
average. The general distribution of pressure was abnormal. Pressure was 
ighest in Upper Assam and lowest in West Ceylon and Travancore, while a 
depression lay over the western districts of Central India, Winds were 

ic in direction around the depression, but blew from about their normal 
J Washer deco elsewhere, Skies were heavily clouded in the North- 
West Himalayas.and partially clouded in Northern India and Baluchistan, No 
tain had fallen in India and only light rain in Baluchistan. Temperature was 









: in excess of the normal el 
Berar and the Central Provinces. _ 






“er considerably below the average in Sind, ver Raipnaee <i 













was brisk over er part of North-Western [ada 
khand, Baghelkhand and the adjacent districts of the C ances 
Pressure was in moderate to considerable excess to the least of | , joining — 
Peshawar, Allahabad, Nagpur and Cocanada and normal to the w st of it. The - 
feeble depression had advanced east-north-eastwards to the neighbourhood of . 
Saugor, but was very faintly indicated in the chart. The general distribution 
remained unaltered in other respects. Winds were rather irregular in direction, - 
- though chiefly from between east and north. Calms were numerous in North- 
Western and Central India. Humidity had risen fast in the North-West 
Himalayas. Skies were free from cloud in Burma and Western India, and’ 
more or less clouded in most other places. General showers had occurred over 
the greater, part of the Central Provinces and of Central India and a few. 
scattered showers in the North-Western Provinces. ~The principal amounts 
were o°8s inch at Jubbulpore, 0°82 inch at Pachmarhi, and 0°66 inch at Sutna, 
Temperature had increased very rapidly in Sind and Rajputana, and briskly 
in the Punjab, and was from 2° to 4% above the average in these.areas. The 
excessive temperature in the Central Provinces was even more marked than 
on the previous day, the mean temperature of the previous 24 hours averaging 
7° inexcess in that area. Elsewhere temperature was practically unchanged. 


Tuesday, 26th Fanuary.—The barometric changes of the previous 24 
hours were generally small and unimportant except in the Indus Valley where 
pressure had increased briskly to rapidly. Pressure was normal in Western 
and Central India, and above the average in the remainder of India and Burma. 
The excess was greatest in the Punjab where it ranged up to 11". The gene- 
ral distribution of pressure had altered a and was now of the usual 
cold weather type, pressure being highest in the West Punjab and lowest in 
the extreme south of the Indian region. The shallow depression near Saugor 
on the previous day had shifted slightly north-eastwards and was central near 
Nowgong. It was however very ill- efined, and its existence on the chart was 
revealed mainly by the peculiar bend of the isobar of go’05” over Bundelkhand 
and Baghelkhand. Winds were much the same as on the preceding day. 
Scattered showers had fallen in Berar, the Central Provinces and the sub- 
montane Punjab, the heaviest of which was 1°20 inches at Akola. The tem- 

erature continued very abnormal over by far the greater part of the country. 

emperature was in defect of the normal in Baluchistan, the North-West 
Punjab and Kathiawar and in excess over the remainder of the country. The 
‘be variations varied from 2}° in Madras to 73° in Berar and the Centra] 

rovinces. The excess was due chiefly to unusually high night temperatures. 


gong 27th Fonuary,- Pressure had given way throughout the * 
Indian area, slightly in Western and Southern India, and briskly to rapidly 
elsewhere, Pressure differed but little from the normal in the Peninsula, Sind 
and Baluchistan, but was in slight to considerable defect of the normal over 
the remainder of the country. Pressure was fairly uniform, though high in 
the north-west and north-east, and low over “the North Western Provinces, 
over Central Bengal and over the extreme south, Variable winds and calms 
obtained generally over the land area. Skies were clear on the north-west 
frontier, overcast in the North-West Himalayas, and moderately clouded in 
the remainder of India and Burma. Light rain had again been received in the 
central parts of the country, light rain and snow in the North-West Himalayas, : 
and a few local showers in Northern India. The largest amount reported was 
0°60 inch at Seoni. The chief feature of the weather was the excessive tempera- 
ture over the Indian area. The excess ranged generally between 2° and ;o°, and — 
was absolutely greatest at Sutna (11°), The night temperature was about to” 
above the average in the Central Provinces and 8° in the North-Western — = 
Provinces, yu Say 
Thursday, 28th Fanuary.—Pressure had recovered slight! rapidly idly 
North-West and Central India, but over the remainder of the ee the dor 
ward movement still continued. Pressure was now normal, or in slight exec 
over North-West and Central India, and more or less below the normal 
where. The deficiency was large in Central Bengal and the adjacent 
tricts of Bihar, An anticyclone overlay North-West India, while pressure 
low over Burma, over Bengal and over the south of the In region, 
ation was of the ordinary cold weather type. Skies were 
and snow and hail had occurred in the North-West Himal: 
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; ‘and had fallen in all other divisions. The temperature conditions were 
ence less abnormal than for | days past. Temperature was i 
“o Baluchistan and Upper India, aa abové the average over the ei rapery ihe 
- country. The provincial variations were less than 3° except in the case of the 
Central Provinces and Bengal and Assam, where they averaged 3}° and 64° 





"respectively. 


Friday, 29th Fanuary.— Pressure had increased locally in 
Lower Bengal, and had again fallen over the remainder of as Pera the 
fall had been brisk over Baluchistan, the Punjab and Rajputana. Pressure was 
every where below the average. The deficiency ranged from ‘03” to ‘o8” over 
a large part of the Country. It exceeded a tenth of an inch to the north of a 
line joining Lucknow, Gya and Bhamo, and was absolutely greatest at 
Sibsagar, where it equalled 18”, Winds were little changed. Light to moderate 
rain had been received on the coasts of Ceylon, and a few showers in Bengal and 
Assam, Temperature was approximately normal in North-West and Central 
ete and in moderate to considerable excess in the remainder of India and 

jurma. 

Saturday, 30th Fanuary.—Pressure was practically stea 
of the Indian area except locally in reais ass toda tee ‘ had Sceens 
slightly to briskly. Pressure continued below the average throughout the 
country, but the amount of deficiency had diminished considerably and was at 
the majority of stations less than a twentieth of an inch. The genetal distribu- 
tion of pressure was similar to thax of the previous day. Westerly winds held 
down the Gangetic Plain and northerly winds around the Northern Coasts of the 
Bay, but elsewhere the directions were very irregular. Skies were moderatel 
clouded in Baluchistan, North-West India and the south of the Peninsula ai 
serene elsewhere. Snow had fallen on the higher elevations in Kashmir, but 
elsewhere there had been no rain or snow. Temperature was in large excess in 
Baluchistan and in moderate excess in the Peninsula, Burma and Sind; but 
over the remainder of the country the departures from the normal were small 
and of no significance. 

Temperature.—T he temperature conditions were very abnormal during the 
greater part of the week. Temperature was in moderate to large excess over 
nearly the whole Indian area during the first four days of the week. The crest 
(or the area of greatest excess) of this high temperature area was over the 
Central Provinces from the 24th to the 26th and over the North-Western Proy- 
inces on the 27th. The excess, it may be noted, was due chiefly to much 
higher night temperature than usual. Temperature decreased rapidly over 
Northern and Central India during the next two days, and became practically 
normal at the end of the week over the greater part of that area. In the 
Peninsula and Burma on the other hand there was a steady moderate excess of 
temperature on these three days, 

The mean temperature for the week exceeded the normal in all divisions. 
The excess was slight in the Punjab, Gujarat and Central India, and moderate 
to considerable in the remaining divisions, 

The following gives data in illustration :— 
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“unset! yer batty i aie fray th 
‘Provinces, the Punjab and Assam chiefly between the 25th 

Care ope kang the whole heaviest and nom general in the Central ro 

_ ‘and Berar, The daily falls were: light in the great majority of cases, but 
“ exceeded 1 inch at Amraoti (1°20 inches) and Mandla (110 inches). More 





or less rain was received in twenty-eight of the rainfall divisions, but in only 


fifteen of these twenty-eight divisions was the average actual rainfall effective, 
g.e.,. exceeded a tenth of an inch. These divisions included Assam (Surma 
and Brahmaputra), the North-Western Provinces (Central, East, Submontane 
West and Hills), the Punjab (South, Submontane, Hills and North), Berar, the 
whole of the Central Provinces and Central India (East). * The average actual 





rainfall efceeded half an inch in the Submontane and Hill Divisions of the 


Punjab and in the whole of the Central Provinces. The third column of the 
rainfall statement shows that the rainfall of the week was in excess of the 
normal in Assam (Surma), in the North-Western Provinces (Central), in the Sub- 
montane Punjab, in Berar, in the Central Provinces and in Central India (East). 

re The excess was greatest in the Western and Central Divisions of the Central 
Provinces where it slightly exceeded half an inch in amount. 


The seasonal rainfall is in considerable to large excess of the normal in the 
Central Provinces, the North Punjab, South Oudh and the central districts of 
the North-Western Provinces, in moderate excess in North Oudh, the Punjab 
Hills and Berar, and about normal in Cachar, the Western and Submontane 
Districts of the North-Western Provinces, the Submontane and West Punjab, 
Baluchistan, West Rajputana and Central India (East), Over the remainder 
of the country the rainfall of the period is more or less in defect of the normal. 
The deficiency is large and serious in the South-East Punjab, the whole of 


Bengal, the western districts of the North-Western Provinces and parts of 
adras. 


The largest totals recorded during the week were 2°41 at Batala (Gurdas- 
pur) and 2°21 inches at Tikaria (Mandla). 
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~ Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects a | 
mae! the Crops. © 7 - 


in Madras.—/or week ending 6tn February.—No rain except a few small 

| - showers in Ganjam. The water-supply continues adequate in the Carnatic — 

- and Southern Districts, but is diminishing elsewhere; and in places inthe 

Deccan and Circars scarcity of drinking water 1s already felt. Cultivation is 
confined to areas under irrigation now, chiefly from wells, except under larger _ 

irrigation works. The standing crops in the Carnatic, Central, West Coast and 

% the Southern Districts are generally thriving ; in these parts the harvest is pro~ 

ceeding with fair outturn ; in the Deccan and the Circars such standing crops 

as there are, except those under large irrigation works and wells, are either bad 

ot lost. The scanty harvests of the early ~ are rapidly approaching com- 
letion, Pasture is sufficient in the southern half of the’Presidency, elsewhere it 

is scarce or wanting. Fodder is abundant nowhere and very dear in parts of 

the Deccan and the Circars ; cattle except in the latter areas have not yet suffered 

much. Prices have generally risen slightly except in the districts in the 

extreme south. The numbers on relief work are—g6,291 ; gratuitously relieved 4 

2,915; weavers 7,732 ; total 46,938 in the Deccan against revised figure 40,610 

for last week. A test work has been opened in Ganjam with 1,098 workers, and 

127 persons are also gratuitously relieved in that district. Total number in 

receipt of relief 48,163. The price by which wages are regulated average—Kur- 

nool 15, Bellary and Anantapur 14, and Cuddapah 17 seers per rupee. 





Bombay.—For week ending roth February.—Rain in Sind except, Kara- 
chi, Standing crops have been damaged by frost slightly in two talukas of 
Hyderabad, otherwise they are thriving in Sind and Gujarat but are indifferent 
elsewhere. The crops recently sown have withered or are withering in Nasik, 
Ratnagiri, Poona, Ahmednagar, Belgaum and Dharwar. Autumn harvesting 

has been completed except in Khandesh and-Dharwar. Reaping of latercrops 
° hascommenced in Broach, Surat, Khandesh, Nasik, Ahmednagar, ‘Satara, 
Bijapur, Dharwar and Baroda. Fodder is sufhcient “except in the Deccan, 
Karnatak, Shikarpur and in parts of Karachi and Baroda. The grain-supply 
is generally sufficient in the affected districts, Cotton-picking continues in 
Broath, Sura, Rajkot, Wadhwan and Baroda. Condition of agricultural 
stock is deteriorating in Poona, Ahmednagar, Biepes and Dharwar; healthy « 
elsewhere except in parts of Sind, Khandesh, Nasik, Ratnagiri and Kanara, 
Prices are rising in parts of Shikarpur, Broach, Surat, Kolaba, Ratnagiri, Poona 
and Bijapur ; falling in Upper Sind frontier, and in parts of Surat and Poo BY 
and are stationary in Panch Mahals and parts of Broach, Surat, Poona Saeed 
Bijapur. The prices of staple food grains in the affected districts are:— 
Dharwar 14, Belgaum 114, Sholapur 11, Bijapur 10$, Poona 10}, Ahmed 
10, Nasik and Satara 93, Khandesh 9}, and Kolaba 8} seers per rupee, "The 
average daily number on relief works, including non-working children, are s—. 
Bijapur 79,669, Sholapur 86,311, Ahmednagar 75,153, Poona 22,879, Nasik 
30,531, Satara 23,635, Khandesh 27,643, Belgaum , 2,581. Total 
which 244,845 are relief workers and 103,557 non-working children, 
numbers on two test works in Belgaum are 127, Bids 43 non-working children, 
-The number on gratuitous relief are :—-Bijapur 5,554, Sholapur 4,784, Ahme 
nagat 353, Poona 1,974, Belgaum 347, Nasik 93, and Satara 11, Total nur 
in receipt of relief 361,698. ; 
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Bengal.—For week ending the 8th February.—Scattered ee 
fell in parts of the Burdwan Presidency and Chota Slasher Didtione Gan 
in Backergunge and Noakhali, and did good to the standing crops, , a3 
daga and Palamau there was bail, which did some slight damage in the 


, Prospects of the spring crops continue favourable in Bihar, bet in. 2 
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corn) 10 seers 2 chittac 
_ (common rice) 9}-seers, and (makat) j\ seers. These prices show a slight ten- 











wants some districts Ploughing for autumn ric 
begun in some districts. Prices show but little change during the week. In. 
the distressed districts the prices of the food-grains on which the’relief wages 
ate based are—Nadia (common.rice) 9 seers, Khulna. (common rice) £0 seers, 
-Rajshahi (common rice) 8} to 11 seers, Patna (common wa 1c} seers, Shah- 
abad 10} seers, Saran (Indian-corn) 10 seers 2 chittacks, Champaran (Indian- 








ks, Muzaffarpur (Indian-corn) 10} seers, Darbhanga * 





dency to fall in Saran, Champarah uzaffarpur, and Darbhanga, The numbers” 
on reliéf works and in receipt of gfatuitous relief on Saturday, the 6th February, 
were: Relief works—Nadia 6,364 (men 3,388, women 750, children 2,226) ; 
Khulna 355 (men 271, women nil, children 84); Rajshahi 548 (men 526, 
women 6, children 16) ; Patna 184 (men 104, women 72, children 8); Shahabad 
1,255 (men 40, women 1,548, children 297); Saran 14,123 (men 3,925, women 
6,092, children 4,106) ; hamparan 100,501 (men 42,759 women 37,663, 
children 20,079) ; Muzaffarpur ‘9.741 ; Darbhanga 122,256 (men 59,611, women 
45,488, children 17,177), Tota 265,347 against 263,119 in the previous - 
week. Gratuitous relief—(including dependants)—Nadia 1,073 (men 475, 
women 543, children 155) ; Khulna 4o (men 8, women 21, children 11); Patna 
125 (men 35, women 50, children 40); Shahabad 833 (men 192, women 287, 

. children 354; Saran 14,680 (men 2,791,,women 8,913, children 2,976) ; Ghampa- - 
ran 15,952 (men 3,083, women 6,411, children 6,438); Muzaffarpur 2,041 (men 
521, women 690, children 830) ; Darbhanga 66,496 (men 12,818, women 33,338, 
children 20,340). Total 101,220 against 75,691 in the previous week. Total in 
receipt of reliel —366,567. Private relief—Relief works—Darbhanga Raj 17,819 


«(men 11,760, women 4,079, children 1,980) ; Hatwa* Raj 2,753. Gratuitous 


relief—Darbhanga Raj 7,872 (men 1,582, women 39592, children 2,698) ; 
Hatwa Raj 717, Rest of Saran district. 1,111, 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh—For week ending 10th 
February.—Slight showers are reported from hill districts. Spring crops still 
ae well and should be above the average in many districts. Rain is wanted 


or the crops in other districts, Slight damage by hail is reported from Garhwal 
and by frost from Meerut and Hamirpur. Arhar (Cajanus tudicus) and early spring — 
crops are being harvested and sugarcane pressing is in. progress. Prospects of 0 
the poppy crop are excellent. The numbers in receipt of relief on Satur ay, 6th 
February 1897, in eighteen districts which have been-officiall recognised as ~ 
distressed were as follows:—Agra 26,735, Etawah 17,201, bint 170,293, 
Cawnpore 87,022, Hamirpur 64,080, Allahabad 174,699, Jhansi 62.346, Jalaun 
,701, Jaunpur 56,092, Mirzapur 29,329, Gorakhpur 28,648, Lucknow 7,299, 
nao 44,513, Rae Bareli 78,211, Sitapur 50,657, Hardoi 152,053, Barabanki 
42,409, Azamgarh 8,105. Total 1.255,303. The total is distributed as follows 
among the various methods of relief prescribed by the Famine Code which are 
in operation;—Employed on relief works 827,136, relieved as dependants 
192,169, relieved in poor houses 42,466, relieved under other provisions of the 
amine Code 193,532. The numbers relieved in nineteen districts which are 
under observation but not yet officially recognised as distressed were on the 
~ same date as follows :—Relieved on test works 106,984, rélieved in poor houses 
* 46,246, relieved underother provisions of the Famine Code 26,003. Total 149,233. 
~The | total in receipt of relief on the last day of the week was therefore 
1,404,536. Supplies are generally sufficient. Fodder is somewhat scarce in 
places. Prices are distinctly easier in most districts. The price of the sta le 
re which the famine wages are based varied from 9 to 11 seers in 
istricts officially recognised as distressed. 







vy in Gujranwala and } in Dera Ismail Khan and in 


‘ ’ 

walpindi, about 3} inches rain has also fallen in the hill 
isthe ‘ thee Lata a slight drizzle in parts of Umballa, ~ 
ooltan, 
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Pun Fer week ending oth February.—Rain onary about }of an | 


Extra spring crops are being sown on irrigated land, chee 












The suga af-cané crop i some t 
Er Pacttetdting tops are'ponornly tapacsed 68 ey ave ae 

e standing: -are genera orted go ) ; they are avera 
Modltan. Oras on dry land ave fasted in Hissar and are withering in Rohta 
but saved so far by the recent rains in Gujranwalla. .More‘rain is urgently wanted 


in the Rohtak, Gurgaon and Umballa districts and also in Shahpur and Déra 


“Ismail Khan to improve the condition of stan ting crops. Stocks of food-grain 
have been nearly exhausted in Hissar and ate insufficient with the cultiva- 


Cattle are eereey in poor condition for want of fodder ; their’condition is good 
to fair in Gurgaon and Amritsar. Fodder is reported scarce in all districts 
except Umballa ; the supply of green fodder has been improved by recent rain 
ip/Sialkot dnd Gujranwala. The hie number of persons on famine relief 
orks was :—6,778 in Rohtak, 592 in Gurgaon, 4,142 in Delhi, 2,099 in Karnal, 
1.579 in Ferozepore, 47,346 in Gujrat and 39,572 in Hissar, including 2,571, 
38,874, 24,222, 13,336 and piste persons, respectively, gratuitously relieved. 
752 persons were also on relief works in Umballa and 2,571 in Lahore. 1,092 
eérsons were on ordinary works in Gurgaon, where R2,552 were collected 

m private subscriptions and 76 persons only were supported. 146 persons 
attended the test works in Ludhiana, 295 in Mooltan, 103 in Lahore, 237 in 
Gujranwala and 27 in Rawalpindi. Sialkot works have been closed. Prices 
are generally high and they have again commenced to rise in most districts ; 







ricés are falling slightly in Sialkot, Shahpur and Rawalpindi. Wheat is a. 


‘om 8} to 10} seers, gram 10} to 12}, great millet 10} to 11% seers, bulrus 
millet 10 to 11 seers and maize 104 to 13. seers per rupee. Total number in 
receipt of relief:—106,239. Prices of staple food-grains on which the famine 
wage is reckoned are :—Rohtak great millet_11$ seers, Delhi bulrush millet 
of seers, Karnal gram and maize 10 seers, Ferozepore great millet and gram 
13 seers, Gujrat wheat flour 8 seers, Ludhiana maize 11 seers, Mooltan and 
Gujranwalla wheat 9} seers and Lahore wheat and maize 10 and 11 seers, 
respectively, per rupee. 


Central Provinces,—/or week ending oth February.—Weather slightly 
cloudy, occasionally with high winds. Days getting warm. Spring crops are 
generally in fair to good condition, but some damage has been caused by cloudy 
weather in Hoshangabad, Chanda, Bhandara, by frost in Damoh, by rust in 
Balaghat; and by hail in Wardha. The reaping of spring crops and sowing 

_ of sugar-cane continue. Fodder is sufficient except in Seoni, Hoahaniihae 
and parts of Nagpur and Sambalpur. The water-supply is sufficient. Imports: 
Jubbulpore 21,677, Mandla 300, Seoni 632, and Nimar 6,000 maunds. The 
numbers on relief works are :-—Saugor 26,122, Damoh 22,379, Jubbulpore 
84,763, Mandla 16,194, Seoni 6,711, Narsinghpur 15,698, Hoshangabad 29,211, 
Nimar 552, Betul 11,321, Chhindwara 5,742, Nagpur 1,110, Chanda 2,441, 
Bhandara 3,933, Balaghat 4,169, Raipur 9,226, Bilaspur 7,224. Total 251,796; 
and on gratuitous relief, Saugor 16,081, Damoh 3,562, Jubbulpore 15,543, Mandla 
1,230, Seoni 1,533, Narsingpur 7,390, Hoshangabad 5,999, Nimar 4o1, Betul 
1,755, Chindwara 2,209, Nagpur 1,446, Chanda 302, Bhandara 2,114, Balaghat 
1,955, Raipur 1,791, Bilaspur 1,506. Total 64,817, “The grand total in receipt 
of relief was therefore 316,613. There were also 43,527 on railway and private 
works in Saugor, Damoh, Jubbulpore, Chhindwara and Bilaspur, People are 

_ leaving the relief works in Narsinghpur, Hoshangabad and Nagpur, on account 
of the commencement of the harvest. Prices of staple. food-grains on which 
famine wages are based are:—Saugor and Mandla8}, Damoh 8}, Jubulpore 
9}, Seoni, Narsinghpur, Hoshangabad, Betul, Chhindwara, Bhandara and 
Raipur 10, Nimar and Bilaspur 10}, Nagpur 114, Chanda 12} and Balaghat 8 
seers per rupee. Pe) 








and winnowing are  Pregressicly: The crop estimate for Akyab has been reduced 
to 12 annas. In Upper Burma the cultivation of dry weather paddy is ip re 
a 


ing. Ploughing for early wet weather paddy has commenced in 
Peaietts of dry weather paddy and Giisditianebus crops remain fair. The 


tots of Lahore and Amritsar; the stock in Jullundur has been reduced. — 
Rape and gram crops are being damaged by insects in parts of Ferozepore. — 











Burma.—For week ending 6th February —In Lower Burma pep ‘ 
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See 


be D in and ently 
relief wor are:—Meiktila 17,561% Mying 
ous relief, Meiktila 2,953, Myingyan Ps Vamethia ag. ‘ 
on relief 33,082. In Meiktila the price of rice is 8 seers 15 
Myingyan 9g seers 5 chittacks per rupee. ’ 





 Assam.—For week ending oth February.—The weather is seasonable. 
Rain is wanted in Kamrup for early ‘rice ploughing. Mustard is being gathered ; 
and pressing of sugar-cane and pruning of teacontinue. Prices: Common tice, «4 
__ Silchar 9, Sylhet 101, Gauhati and Tezpur 10 and Sibsagar ti seers per De 
Mos Po Fodder is insufficient in Cachar, Naga Hills and Khasia and Jaintia 


Water is sufficient except in Nowgong and the Naga Hills. 


Mysore and Coorg.—for week ending gth February.—MYSORE : 
The meng | crops are in good condition. Prices have risen in all districts 
excepting Bangalore and Hassan. Ragi (Eéeusine coracana) has been bess 
harvested, in Bangalore and Kolar paps. | 


CoorG: The threshing of rice continues. The picking of coffee is” 
completed. Prices are normal. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. 





Berar and Hyderabad.—/or week endmg oth February.—BERAR: 
The weather is cool. -Cotton-picking is almost completed. Wheat, gram and 
linseed are not thriving satisfactorily. Ploughing of fields for the ensuing rain 
crop is in progress. Fodder and water are inadequate to wants. High prices 
continue, 2,152 persons are employed on relief works. Prices: Melghat 
11 seers per rupee. 


HYDERABAD :—Rainfall during the week ended 6th February 4 cents, total 
from 1st January fi cents. Spring crop being harvested in certain parts 
Agricultural prospects poor. Scarcity of fodder exists. ° Water-supply decreas- 
ing, Relief works on a small scale have been started in Raichore, Lingsayad 
and at Parenda in the Naldrug district, Prices : Wheat 7, coarse rice 6 and 
jowari 12 Seers per current sicca rupee. w ue 


iS 
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Central India.—For week ending roth February.—No rain fell in \ 
Central India during the week. Agricultural operations have been completed 
in Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand and are in progress in other agencies. The 
crops have been damaged by hail in three parganas of Gwalior. Agricultural = 
stock are in good condition in Bundelkhand and Malwa and in two districts of be 
Gwalior; fair in Bhopal, and indifferent in Baghelkhand, Pasturage is fair 
in Bhopal and Malwa, good in two districts of Gwalior and indifferent in 
Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand and in some districts of Gwalior. Prices are above 
normal in Bundelkhand and Malwa; slightly falling, but still high in Baghels 
khand ; steady elsewhere. Opium is in good condition in Malwa and in two 
districts of Gwalior ; fair in Bhopal and in some districts of Gwalior. The 
number of persons employed on famine relief works are:—Gwalior 6,938, 
Bundelkhand 2,240, Baghelkhand 60,143, and on gratuitous relief in Bundel- 
khand 1,610, Baghelkhand 2,734; not reported from Gwalior. Total number 
On relief 73,663. The price of the staple food grain on which the famine 

'* wages are based, are: Gwalior 10 to 104; Baghelkhand 10} seers per rupee 


al 


.. Rajputana.—/or week ending roth February.—No rain has fallen. 
* throughoat Rajputana, Agricultural operations are satisfactory in Jhallawar, 
eh aarsh, eypore, and in Ajmere-Merwara; fairly. satisfactory in Kherwara ; 
- poorin Dholpore. The standing crops are generally in a good condition ex 
_ ceptin Dholpore. The prospects of the harvests are good in Jhallawar, favour- 
ai able in Jeypore ; an average outturn is expected in Ajmere-Merwara. The cattle 
my bi pood contition except in Dholpore, Bickaneer, Jaisulmere and Bburt- 
Fodder is sufficient but scarce in some tehsils of Jeypore, and failing 
Ipore and Bhurtpore. Prices falling in Peitabgurh, Bhurtpore, Bickaneer, 
Imere and -in Ajmere-Merwara, rising in Meywar and Kerowli, and — 
ady elsewhere. The number of persons on relief works was :—Marwar 




























fea alan thay 004 
. eagle edi The price “of of the °s -food-grait 
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14 seers 10 chittacks, Bhurtpore 10 seers 1 chineae’ 





ers: 14 chittacks to g seers, Jaisulmere 8} seers.per rupee. r 
‘| Kashmir —For week ending 8th Rebruary—Snow. has. falten. Prices s. 
continue below normal, Price 24 seers per rupee. i a 


JAMMU PROVINCE.—for week ending 10th February.—There has been ve 
sigh rain during the week, Prices. are sationary. and fodder is scanty. 
ief works are in progress. Prices 10} seers per rupee. 


_ Nepal.—For week ending 6th February.—Weather fine with high winds. 
Prospects good, Prices 7} seers per rupee. 
The total numbers in receipt of relief during the preceding and present 


weeks are as follows :— 





Name of Province. 
‘ ne 










‘relief. Torat, 


"Relief | Grataitous 
works, : 









































































‘Madras. 42,303 | 37,389 | 10,774.) 48,163 | +. 
‘Bombay 327,199 | 348,572 | 13,126 |361,6 tfesie? 
Nowk-wese a 338,810 | 205,347 | 101,220 | 366,567 | 427,757 

Teoma and | ¢ 

. 1,254,008 |1,126,289, 278,247 |1,404,536|+150,528 

Sanju re 97,259 706 26,575 | 106.239 | + 8,9 
Ym ovinces 279,986 | 251,799 | 64,817 | 316,613 | +46, 27 
cg or sg 331230 | 27,225 | 5,857 | 33,082 |—" a4 
Ceoteal I dis . oes 2,152 ee 2,152 1+ 2,152 
Rein fas: ip 69,062 | 69,321 | 4,344 | 73,665.) +. 4,603 

ajputana . . 25,041 | 24,327 2,819 | 27,146 










2,466,958 |2,232,082) 507,779 







GRAND TOTAL , 





1,998,172 
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' TT. We HOLDERNESS, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 


a of the nuenBor of perenne in receipt of relief in districts affected by scarcity. : 


1—The figures are compiled from the Local Gazettes, and give the District details of the Provincial totals published weekly in 
( Summpery iu the Gazette of India. 4 4 : 
_ Phe tobi) area und the total population of the district in,each case are given, thongh « portion only of tho district may be affected, 
uring children and other dependants of reliel workers are olaseed as on relief works when distinguished in the looul returns {rom 
relieved in. poor-houses or at their homes, Be 


er BP or THE WEEK EXDING | For rue WEEK BNDING 
, ; THe 23np.Janvany 1897, | crux 300H Janvany 1897. 


na}, Meng Peron ed | ay 


a oe 
‘tuitous |! Total. 
relief. |) 
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[ees 2 :} $808) roeaa0 
Ab é 888,755 
1,067,800 
843,582 
1,225,989 
1,434,716 
1,018,261 
1,061,314 
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5,838 | 121,608 |. 
bie 2,040 
912 5,722 
5 495 
138 175 
7,313 19,892 
51,534 | 155.115 | 185,644 


4,608 11,732 
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70,843 | $17,670 
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168,136, 216 


794,070 
1,179,398 
1,049,949 

718,421 

702,068 

762,163 

£55,657, 

925,598) 
918,55 
456,108 
908,615; 
1,075,585 
910 895 
1,216 959, 
699 157 
1,728,625 


for N.-W. P. & 0. | 78,050 ’ $7,544,0) 4] 646,625 


Punjab. | 
.| 


. . 6,217 
is . -| 4,797 
-| 1,004 
-| 1,290 
.) 2,660 
- | 2,540 
.|™ 4,302 
-, 6,079 
-| 8,711 
. 1,99! 
2,061 
8,039 
4,550 
1,453 
3,995 


776,006) 20.474 
590,475, 1,366 
665,929 151 
635,609 1,455 
653,718) 1,822 
1,033,42' 
$56,676 
631,43. 
1,075,379 
1,! 19,547 
760,876 
690,169 
887,19 
645,722 veh 
609,066) 759 


Toran Ponsas - | 46,959 | 11,700,596] 58,152 


Central Provinces. 


wet 
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—- eheew: SO DAT 


» Centres Prov- 


591,743] 32,350 


1,584,427) 


anon 17.364 


4,000 
1,721 


| 790,130 ‘epaass 


18,584 4,646 
2,145 1,750 
453 | 21 
1,795 | 597 
2,823 106 
1214)... 
2,718 820 
233 |. 
1,877 | 
291 
30,118 
235 


nsdn | 206,586 


1,024,263 











E 2,020 | 20,779 
8,066 ven 8,066 


eer 


Toran Ceyrnat Ixpia 





_ Rajputana. 








1 Marwor ; 5 

2 a . 4 

& ? . 9,916 

‘ Feindes eevee 822 
Kotah p . 1 

6 | Bhartpor pred 
Tota, Rayrurana 18,733 





Kashmir. 


Jammu . . 





GRAND TOTAL FOR 
ALL PROVINCES. 





11,827 | 1,982 | 13,769 
ae 2,587 


6,728,010] 38,642 | 3,952 | 42,594 | 36,506 














T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
Dated 12th February 1896. ; Deputy Secretary to the Government of ind 


1,891 

















4,193 40,759 






















6, po 
1275 ll, tot 
ia Loe? 
| 
1,810 20,543 





j Werk a 7 
FEeBRUAKY 1896. 


Earnings. 
Mean 


mileage 
worked.) ToTAL. 







Miles. a 


1,733 | 12,20,759 | 794 
125 16,040 | 133 
160 362 | 4,82,185 | 24! 


























87 34 4,500 53 54 4,100 





‘Mayavatam-Mutupet 
Southern Mabratta (¢) - 
Bengal and North-Western (¢) 





(4) ig! 752] 107,903 | '43 752 | 1,318,000 

East Coast ate (Bezwada extn,) 160 ai 5,438 | 259 a1 | — 4,700 
 Bezwada-Madras (Maa,-Enaur sec.) 157 one its at 9 goo 
Malwa(cd) + - 257] %789 | 4,96,392 | 377 1,815 | 4,26,000 

pur-Deesa . © °¢ 70 17 789 | .4 17 800 

‘South indian . i. 6 170 | 49942 | 1,77,173 | 27°F 1,042 | 1455,000 










129 | %105 | 4,33,107 | 114] 1,105 | 1527,000 
105 75° | 4,31,737 | 174 815 | 1,417,000 








(|) Rolitkuad aod Kumaon (Lucknow- 
i Bareilly section) « . . 8 231 21,603 94 231 21,200 
Assam-bengal. . . . . 86 130 9,699 75 300 21,300 meters. 
—— 

















Toran <1 20a] 8,677 i g 

| State lines worked by the Suate,] A" ] 7 SOS cu Hh 
reich es state) (/) 2,6:7 226 

‘ Weotern © . i 2 
Oud aod sera (ate) (state) includ = . 5190163 sia 














































































































ie metre gauge link . 238} 797 | 1,88, 237 | 820 | 1,84,000 8 , 
© astecn Bengal (state) including . : b ding! z 84,000 | 224 | 8,590,316 | 6,79,000 1,80,316 
he mete and 2 6” gauges 2 . 290 13,| 2,50,353 814 | 2,61,000 | 32! 11,07,820 10,39, 
- = (uate) ss sf 08] 497 | gga | 8S S00] $5,000} 108 eeTTAA Tybee , bo 
auge— 
Burma (state)(g) . - + 191 834 | 2,10,828 | 253 886 | 2,553,000 | 286 8,45+452 955,000 
ig set provincial ) 2s 10 98 6, Rite 
F 44 wo 1 
: Greta Company gen) (state provi.) 60 8 4 50 3 | os jo med = son alas $0 
TOTAL . 22 5,524 | 231 8. aang st,034 409,708 
iz Srtbend oy gunemmceed COB. fm femme] 7S | 1 50853 | 1324600] 990 | $6,63,306 | _ 51,03,000 
‘ Pr tert tebon | Peninsula (4) 490 bu: 
yndian Peni . sau] 8,97,56: 2} 1,491 | 6,75,000 | 45 50,885 | 27,67,000 - 
Semcamcretasan’) 5] “S| Sess SS) gt) sake) aS) a) eee) Pras 
i ee re 251 S40 | 3,27,489 |_27! 340 | 2,053,000 | 244] — 8,59,917 8,530,000 has” 1917 
- ‘Loran +h 498 | 2579" | 14,097,895 | 537] 2,792 | 11,72,000 | 420] 65,06,482 | 47,953,000 15,13:483 
e 4OTAL (GuaxanrexD AND STATE) .« 289 16,992 | $2,82,705 au 17,650 |149,15,200 278 | 2,29,33,332 | 1,07,/5,100 Sa aeany . 
Pee "Assisted companies, a ec . —|__ = Ne 
| Standara ganse 
' Deihi-Umvaila-halka. . . 159 161 21,676 | 135 161 138 1,02, 
ey 4 ° . e . i 702,722 92,000 
[ile coe ad Mol cod acd a ec ‘ 
yf : omar and Kumaon (Coy.’s sec. ) 129 06 4,700 n 6 i 50.750 nee ; 
F Bengal Loose . . . 412 ww 1 445 x» 10. i ca 
Dibru->adiya - ounce 160 78 4145 3 5s957 15,700 257 
‘s Lange 12,158 | 15° 78 185 44,502 60,000 ate 
Darjeclg-Himalayan «ee go1 51 10,582 | 207 5 <d 
ToTar . Peta - 
teen gersied by native ctates and |__75)__ SS | __Corsa7 | 146} __ ale 2454. 
worked by other agencies, ee 
 Standara gauge— rays 
R Bina ; ee be 22 73 1 1 14 veal 
Bhopal-Uyjaia ° 7 Se . 45 lg = 4 114 best 
da-Ujjain. ee ~ a 4 ie 
Nizaia s guaranteed state” . 200 333 74,000 333 won 
Abe Gackwar » Petad . . . 228 43 1,740 43 cei 
e-uaunda . ls ° 220 108 25,872 108 _tySvo 
oe a ee lee 10 4,333 10 67,585 
Mare a 
A pouthern fo Mabratta (Mysore sec,) (7) 98 362 34,756 eae 
‘ Phe Gaekwai’s Mcusana . . a 93 75254 er 
¥ es re id id cd cd De ; 
the Gackwar’sDabhoi «we go 72 ro *~; 
- « . le 6 22 
‘Lora. ° by 
Ties Gerad porte worked by native 
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ine n transf 
ber 1896, but until ore es. company 
ves taken over, it 
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yer : Bal Hs 






girs 









(4) 


Coast Bezwada exto.) 
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Metre gange— 
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South Indiah o-* 
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fp remeerybng pattheunr iy (e) 
ikwad and Kumaon (Lucknow. 
Bareilly section) . ‘ * 
Assau-bengal 
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State lines worked by the State, 


diandard gauge— 
_ North Westra (state) (g) . 
Oudh and Kohilkhand (state) in- 
cluding metre gauge bak. , 
Eastern bengal state) including 
metreand 2° O" gauges 6s 
East Coast (state) ees 
Metre gange— 
Burma (state)(4). . + 
Special gauges— 


jorhat \state provincial) . ‘ 
Schcbesargal (state provi.) 


Torar ‘ 
-ines worked by 
Standard gauge— 
Great indian Peninsula (i). ° 
Bombay, Baroda and Central Ind 
Madras . . ° ° ns 
Tora . 
OTAL (GUARANTEED AND State) .« 
Assisted companics, 


Standard gauge— 
Delhi-Umbaila-Kalka q's) 929 theye® 
Tarkessut s. + ees 


etre yauge— 
ag rd na and Kumaon (Co.'s sec. 
Vooars . . 


Bengal oh) 
Dibrusadiya wee 
wage 
“*Gerjeeling: Himalayan or hy 
r Tota 
ines owned by native states 
and worked by other agencies, 
Standard gauge— 
iendaooes a tl, ese: ay 
Nagda-U, . ; e 3 
‘The thaai's guasaatocd . 
ine Gackwar’s Petlaa . 
hajpura-Bhatinda . . . 
Kolar Gold-fieids . . . 
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Southern sore sec. 
‘ue SEeorraaaton . ; ef 
Kolhapur . . ° 4 * 
“The Gaskwar’s Debhol  ) 
Cooch Behar 6 we eg 
Torar 
Lines owned and worked by 
i native states, 
etre gauge 
bhavuagar-Gondal-Junagarh-Por- 
bandar . . . ” 
arn or abe 
pore-Chitor (7 
Special gange— : 
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2,60,24,000 
1,45,07,000 
9°,47,000 


Goa | 1,491 | 6,75;000 | 453 | 2:74,01,486 
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bat unti arrangements are made for’ the line to 
yaben over, it will be worked by the state on bel 


of the A Khamgaon, 
(i) Includes the Waxiha Coal, the Dhond-Manméd, the 

and the Amrdoti railways. E 
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No. 92 R. Stat. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
PUBLIO WORKS DEPARTMENT. 





RAILWAY STATISTICS. 





Calcutta, the 5th February 1897. 





Results of the working of automatic vacuum brakes in use on rail- 
ways in India during the six months ending with the 30th 


June 1896. 


Read again— 
Government of India letter No, 62 R, Stat., dated the 19th October 1891. 
Government of India letter No, 354 R. Stat., dated the 4th September 1894. 
Government of India order No. 348 R, Stat., dated the 28th August 1896. 


Read also— 
Endorsement by the Director General of Railways, No. 58 Stat., dated the 26th Janu- 
ary 1897, forwarding tables Nos. I and Il showing the railways on which 
automatic vacuum brakes were in use, the number and proportion of rolling 
stock fitted with the brakes, the progress made in fitting stock since the pre- 
vious half-year, and the results of working the brakes during the six months 
ending with the 30th June 1896. 





Orper.—Ordered, that tables Nas. I and II be forwarded, for information, 
The Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western Provincesand to the Local 


Onudh, and the Punjab. 
The Chief Gennladean of the Central Provinces, Burma and Assam. Governments and 
The Resident at Hyderabad. Administrations, 


The Resident in Mysore. 
The Agents to the Governor General for Central India, Rajputana and Baluchistan. and to the officers 


The Director General of Railways. 








The Consulting Engineers to the Government of India for Railways, Calcutta, noted in the. 


Lucknow, and Assam. margin. 
Ordered, also, that copies be forwarded for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 
Further, that this order, with the tables, be published in the Supple- 
ment to the Gazette of India. 


G. A. ANDERSON, 
Under Secretary. 
Documents accompanying. 


Tables Nos. I and II showing the railways 
on which automatic vacuum brakes were in 
the number and proportion of rolling stock fitted 
with the brakes, the progress made in fitting 
stock since the previous half-year, and the results 
of working the brakes during the six mouths 
ending with the 80th June 1896, 
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2nd-half, 1895 
ist-half, 1896 . 


im 
‘ Qnd-balf, 1898. 
dina Midland. f lat-half, 1896. |! 





= &8 


ate Lines worked by the |* 
State. 
: 2nd-half,1895 .| 364 
1 Western (state). { Ist-half, 1896 .| 373 


pa and pera 2nd-half, 1895 26 
(stute) . + (| Ist-balf, 1896 .| 29 


. 2nd-half, 1895 .|- 15 
tora: Bengal (sta‘e) f eclalt 1890 ‘| 37 


es worked by guaran- 
























“teed manne: 
: Qnd-balf, 1895 .| 198 68 | 101 

Jo: Indian Pooinasa f lst-balf, 1896 | 142] 463} 901| 85 | 8,611 | 2,096,995 
mbay, Baroda sa | Qud-half, 1895 .| 89| 73) 419) 54] 4,282 

atral India +} det-half, 1896 .| 94| 73/ 421) 54) 4,282 

; { Qud-half, 1895 . 4| 162 4¢ | 8,669 

~ * *  *() Istehalf, 18996 .| 10) 156 39 | 3,575 
“namconaresy{| a 2nd-half, 1895 #| 782 | 1,082 |3,459 | 642 


(STANDARD GaUGR) , 1896 .| 786 (1,949 4,177 | 638 


Y - —-_- 





- Murap oavan. 
te lines worked by com- 
panies. 


| Sed. 2806, 36 | 4,165 | 190,741 1} 267! 1052 
a: 98 | 4155 | 227,045 3 13°66 
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Inetances under the three following heads A 
failure to act when incase of 
(i) Failure or partial failare ven et pa 



































or deseri; an aceident to & 
ott — sea’ @) eee pectiah failure to act under ordinary ciroum- 
geen Date of failure. stances to stop a train when ined, 
specified in (ili) Delay in the wording $< traing nae rae, dating: 


fects in, or improper action 
colamn 4, eth n§ arose from neglect or inexperience 
Oe eee ata, OF falluse of Suachinany or material, 


a . ° Vacuum antoma- (i) and (ii)—Wil. 


| tie. 


alin of machinery.—No. 2 down mail 

4th January 1896 . | (iii) Failure moat 90 — a more al 
pl junction stations, owing to the 

ae blocks of rake-van sticking 


| 6th January 1896 . . | Gii) Failure of material.—-No. 1 up Jubbul- 
| mail train lost 16 minutes at 

Bhad pur station, owing to the piston 
| ofa aa carriage leaking badly. 





i 7th January 1896 . | (iii) —— of machinery.—No. 2 down Jub- ¢ ‘ 
: maj! train lost 7 minutes at ; 
| pe haura station. The train was 
brought to a stand, owing to the release 
| : valve of a first class carriage leaking. . 





| 18thJanuary 1896 | (iii) Failure of machinery—No. 1 up Jubbal- 
| maj! train lost 10 minutes at ; 
atni station, owing toa defect in the . 

| brake of brake-van. 


10th February 1896 | (iii) Failure of machinery:—No. 2 down mail ; 
train lost 3 minutes in the run from santihe® 
Arrah to Dina: and 17 minutes from 

} Dina to Futwah stations, owing to 

| the es sticking, and 25 hc 

at Futwab station in releasing brakes. 





17th February 1696 | (iii) wees of material.—No. 1 up mail train See page 2. 
’ lost 5 minutes at Malwa station, owing i 
to acrack in the train, pipe attached to be 
_the combination ejector top flanges. be 


19th February 1896 | (iii) Failure of material—No. 1 up mail train 
lost 10 minutes between Buxar and 
Dheena stations, owing to the pipe be- 

tween ejector and indicator leaking. 


lost 10 minutes st Phaphdnd station, 
owing toa defect in the rubber washer ; 
of universal coupling of a horse box. mn 


Ast April 1896 1%) Neglect of mavects-— ae 1 up mail ao 
owing ton a fob Ne ar ye 
® carr’ not been 
up properly. e 


| 
} 
( "| lath March 1896. | it) Pitre of materi —¥o, 1 ap mail toate 


13th April 1896 Sea hep % } 
; daeiogh 6 mie of ee 
neoting cet tar veu, 
t6 maintain 





+ | 24th June 1896 


25th June 1896 


Indian Midland 


+| Vacuum automa- 
tic. 


12th January 1896 


10th March 1896 


Sth April 1996 


1 


| 17th June 


ty ‘ 





9th March 1896 


1896, 





















iii) N of 
(iii) Neglect 


seryants.— No. 1 up mail train 
5 Dadri “ 
owii 


ot minutes at station, 
to train pipe on a i 
the engine, Soving, banat 
disconnected, due to the pipe vot being 
properly coupled up. 


(iii) Failure of material. No. 36 down local 
train detained 4 minutes ut Baidyabéti 
Station in releasing brakes, owing to the 
vacuum train pipe on the engine break- 

\ ing close to ejector. : 


ii) Failure of machinery.~ No. 2 down mail 
train lost 28 minutes at Karnfl station, 
owing to a defect in the brake of a 
reserved carriage, and 16 mimutes at 
Ghaziabad station in releasing the 
ene and ‘substituting communication 


. | (iii) Failure of machinery.—No. 2 down mail 
train lost 7 minutes atBankipur station, 
owing to the rocking arm on a North- 
yee railway postal van working 
stiff. 


(i) and (ii) — il. 


(iii) Failure of material —No. 2 up mail train lost 
20 minutes between Jh4nsi and Télbahat 
os. owing to defects in brake 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 2 up mail train 
lost 9 minutes: between Vbolpur and 
Hetamprer stations, as the driver was 
unable to create sufficient vacuum owihg 
mayan in se rubber washers of the 

couplings of two com posite carriages 
belonging = the Oudh and Rohilkhand 
and Great Indian’ Peninsula railways. 


(iii) Failore of material. —No. 2 up wail train 
‘Jost 10 minutes at Efna station, as the 
driver was unable ene 

a 


‘ in the train pi 
to a gr vb © train art -F 
throngh carriage, : 


(iii) Failure of material—No. 2 up mail train 
lost 86 nrinutes bet j 


Failure of material.—No. 5 


(iii) 


Name or description 
of brakes which failed 
or caused delay in 
the instances 


specified in 
* column 4, | 


Date of taliure, 


——_——__ 


Vacuum automa- 
tic. 
7th January 1996 . 


14th January 1896 


22nd January 1896 


.| Sth February 1896 


| 
| 


5th February 1596 


6th February 1896 


6th February 1896 


ath February 1896 


12th February 1896 


13th February 1896 


[RTE SERNEE I nama ai 
Instances under the three following: heads separately, of :~ 


} failure toget when juired in oase 
ut to a train, OP cotision between: traloe 


imminent, 
(1) eee partial failure to act under ordinary elrewate 
to stop a train when nired, 
(iil) Delay in the working of trains in 
eewpiner’ y arose from 
et corvente, or failure of machinery or 


(@ and (ii) —il. . 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 4 down mail 
train detained 11 mindtes at Réjpura 
station in detaching @ reserved carriage, 
the hose pipe of which was ve. 


(iii) Neglect of servants —No. 5 up mail train 
detained 8 minutes at Sarsdwa station, 
a to the vacuum hose pipe of the 
rear brake-van not having been propetly 
placed ov the dummy. 


(iii) Failure of material—No, 23 up mail 
train detained 6 minutes at Ghotki sta- 
tion, After the brake was applied, the 
engine vacunm cylinder piston —— 
and would not release itself uutil pri 


* down. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 7 up mail 
train lost 8 minutes between Badah and 
Bakréni stations, in consequence of 
the brake blecks remaining on the 
wheels of a carriage due to the vacuum 
piston sticking. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 5 mai} 
train detained 22 miuutes at Umballa 
Cantonment station. The vacunm ran 
down owing to defects in the cylinder 
of an intermediate class carriage which 
had to be detached. 


(iii) Neglect of serrants.—No. 6 up mail 
train lost 7 minutes between Ghaziabad 
and Meerat City stations. The driver 
was unable to maintain sufficient va- 
cuum in consequence of defective coup- 
lings between carriages. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 19 op mixed 
train lost 5 ‘minutes at Chéwa station. | 
The driver was unable to maintain 
sufficient yaovum in consequence of de- 
fective couplings between carriages. . 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. Lup Quetta 
mail train detained 6 minutes at Allah- 
bdddni flag station. The driver could 
not create a vacuum in consequence of 
defective couplings between carriages. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No, 1 up 
mail train detained 6 minutes at 
station, The driver was unable to 
waintain sufficient vacuum in canse- 
quence of defective couplings between 
carriages. ; 


(iii) Failure of material,—No, 8 up train lost 
7 minutes between Ghisiaball and™Mo- 
rédnagar stations. The vacuum pipe of 
a Great Indian Peninsula railway second 
class carriage was out of order, 


Neglect of servants.—No. 8 down mai! 

train detained 8 minutes at Mivpur sia 

tion, as the train ld not be 
brake blocks baving been 
the wheels, ; 


(iii) 









pont ins (state)— 









19th March 1896 . | (iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 1 up mail train 

lost 5 minutes between Madeji and Ruk 
stations, owing to brake blocks seizing on 
the wheels, due to want of oil in the 












Srd April 1898 





(iii) Pailure of material.—No. 6 down _passen- 
t train 







detained 6 minutes at Begama. | 
fal station, owing to the brakes of two | 
carriages being on. 












8rd April 1896. | (iii) Failure of material.—No. 6 down ne 

ger train detained 5 minutes at Marsa. 
nagar station, owing to the pistons of 
two “having stuck up. 


} 
! 













18th A 1896. | (iii) Neglect of servants.—A troop special 
Y tain started late from Sibi station, 
owing to dirt getting into the ejector. 


20th April 1896. | (iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 5 up mail train 

= detained 5 minutes at Sabdranpur 
station, owing to the universal cou ing 
ef an Oudh and Rohilkhand railway 
2nd class carringe not having been pro- 
perly connected. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.~No. 4 down mail 
train detained 7 minutes at Sahdranpur 
station, as the driver was unable to create | 
vacuum in consequence of defective | 
couplings between carriages. 


6th May 1896 —, | (iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 12 down mixed 

train detained 15 minutes at Sambhu | 
station. The train was brought to a 
stand owing to the hose pipe having 
come off the rear dummy, 


Neglect of servants.—No. 6 down 
vnc train detained 6 sminaten a6 
Unpalla City station The driver was 
una to create & vacuum in conse- 


quence of defective couplings between | 
carriages. 


+| (ii) Neglect of servante-——No. 8 down mail 
train detained 6 minutes at Rohri sta- 
tion, The driver could not create a 
vacuum, Owing to an intermediate’ 
class carriage attached at that station 
having no rubber washer on the hose- 
Pipe coupling. 
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24th April 1s96 








Ae sig 



























: ty (ii) Feiture of material,—No. 2 down mail 
a detained 7 minutes at Ruk sta- |" 
1 oR 





Vacuum antoma- | 27th June 1896 
tic. 


Vacuum automa- | 
tie. 


12th January 1896 


30th January 1896 


9th February 1896 


10th March 1896 . 


aterial.—No. 5 

1] aninutes at 

1 pipe 
ine 


faulty thread. 


(ii) Failure of m 
train detained 


tion, owing to the smal 
from main train pipe to 
cylinder svapping off st a 


(i and (ii) ~Nil. 


jahanpor station, The driver was un- 
‘able to work brake when required to be 
brought into action. 


() and (ii) —2¥i. 


Pailare of material.—No 33 up train 
detained 10 minutes at Khoksa station, 
in consequence of the tisin pipe leak- 
ing. ; 


(iti) 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 36 down train 
detained 12 minutes at Jagati station, 
owing to train pipe leuking. 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 21 up train 
detained 8 minutes at Rénaghat station, 
in consequence of the coupling of the 


train pipe having become disconnected. 


(iii) Failure of moterial. —No. 27 up train lost 
27 minutes between Naibdti and Chog- 
stations, owing to the train pipe 

Yeaking and the brake not releasing 


(iii) Neglect of servants —No, 7 up train 
detained 4 minutes at Munshiganj ste- 
tion, owing to the vacuum pipe on the 
fourth carriage from the not 
having been adjusted, 


(iii) Failare of material.—No, 86 down train 
lost 6 minutes at station 
and 3 minutes between P i june- 
tion and Hilsa’ stations, owing to 
leakage in the train pipe, 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 7 
mixed train detained 6 min 





















28tb January 1896 |! (ii) No. 213 down. - train worked 
| non-sutomatic from Bhusaval to Budnera 
stations, owing to leakage in a post office 

com posite carriage. 


“Q2nd May 1896 | (ji) Tho bralte hanger bracket of a second class 
| ——-= 0. 194 up ger train 
¢ broke between Dédar Parel stations. 


llth January 1896 | (iii) Failnre of material—Owing to pi 
leaking in consequence of a defective 
rubber washer iv the coupling of a horse 
box attached to No. 10 up passenger train, 
there was a slight delay at Devilali station 
in releasing per and a detention of 6) 
minutes at Kaésdra station in replacing 
the defective washer. 














} 
| 
{16th January 1896 | (iii) Failure of material.—The brake hanger of 
| a third class carriage having broken, No. 
} 147 down passenger train was detained | 

for 11 minutes at Byculla station in 
| examining and removing broken brake 
rigging and shunting off carriage. 
} 


/ 19th January 1896 (iii) Failure of material—No, 213 down pas- | 
ppt i train eee a at | 
station in in, nge- 
joint of bail waiesdls third class aa 
triage which was leaking. 


: 26th Janvary 1896 (iii) Failure of material.—No. 213 down) 

‘ ; Cone train lost 30 minutes between | Ge 

é drangéon and Nargéon stations, on ac-| we 

ki cont of the couplings of a road van, a | ‘ 

P postal carriage and four third class 
Rrir, * carriages leaking. 


27th January 1896 (iii) Inexperience of servants.—No. 91 down 
{ —e train lost 4 minutes between 
| bay and Chinchpokli stations, owing 
| to an ejector tappet valve in the engine 


‘ 


being improperly fitted, 


ing ring of a third class carriage | 
having Ween jammod in cylinder, No. 31 
down passenger train lost 18 minutes ov 
the road and in uncoupling brake geer 
of engine. 


; 8 ‘ }98th January 1896 Ui) Paligen of pasolinerd 08 sone} of the 







~ 


, 1896 of servants.— of 
AEN ee No. 112 eres 
not remaining on poser bes whieh 
was not 'y fixed, train was 
~ delayed 11 minutes at Vhond station in 

securing coupling to dummy. 







: =o Verwum automa- | 18th February 1896 } (iii) —* “_ mange ie bs —No. fle a 


| 
| 


in Sees mcarng 


hard on bor Byeulla and 
Kalydn stations could not be released. 


27th Febraary 1896 | (iii) ae of servants ~The cou 


ind class carriage attached to oa 
Ss guliendi seeks nals not be k 
position on dummy Ae 
tion. The train lost, 
aa vce id ob Memmsbl shation te hake 
ing out the defect. © 


1st March 1896. | (iii) ieatene of servants.—No. 64 
in lost 1 minutes at 
; “aie fo shunting a 
tions and to abbdiieer or aw 
to create vacuum and to release the 
pistons of the engine which bad inl 


6th March 1896 . OS Sees eee ipes and 
couplings of » postal van, a a thied class 
carringy and rad van of No yaar re 
eral wing air, 0 ing to 
India-rubber pipes having 
ene hard and stiff th: the 
climate, the train was delayed for 5 
fainnbes at Kideahbel station” 


air, owing to inferior etbhe oes 

pipes having become hard and “tit 
through the climate, a train was 
detained for 20 minutes at Bhusaval 


10th March 1896 oe of sn mage Ph ge 35 down 
train detained 15 minutes 
via station, as the tender brake of 

released. 


va a third co carrings on No. a) 
ae siti eboainn tation, and 
train was delased for 22 minutes 
peneeing tar he ist ond endeavouring 


to remove the 












(iii) Failure of material—The small India- is 
stg flexible ies oylinder of a — Hi es a 
cat 1 bee iS: 
jeukoal Lonkvls when teonum ees baad! ai 
created, causing slight delay in detaching 
carriage. 











pees 


+ | Gii) Failure of machinery.—The piston of a 
iin Docent tte pn somcial ook 

wh in 
could not Se paeend al Vichorie Termi- 
nus station, The train was delayed for , 
fifteen minntes in discovering defect ! 













\, and uncoupling cylinder. 


+} Gii) Failure of machinery.—The piston of a 

brakevan on ee eae train 
becoming jammed and w! ng. 
the train was delayed for twelve minutes 
at Londvla station in ini aud 
detaching defective vehicle. 


Failure of material.—The brake hanger 
#) bracket of a third class carriage on 













. 3 






No. 216 up train broke at » 
Kurla station, or gar pacar mg : 
links and brake and causing a * 
delay of 9 minutes in detaching broken 
i brake gear. > ~ 
(iii) Failure of machinery.—The piston of a third 
class carriage on No. soup 





up Se aonb 
train became jammed and brake could 
not be released at Mazagaon station, | 
resulting in 11 minutes’ delay in discon- 






Tathaunse under the three following Of tml 

rtist failure to act when required ty case of 

a) pan Raanert te strain, or 8 collisto ween tralus 
being Imminent, : + 19 
(li) Faiiure or parital fallare to act under ordinary elr- | 
oumstances to acp Aprale wie iin bolo i Pa, 

the wor! trains jo cons: 
unk et improper acto of, the brakes, dis tingul 


ing whether they are from 
of sorvants, or failure of 


i ect of ‘0. 2 ' mail train 
Srd January 1896 . OO Nn fp red a 
releasi brakes, owing © ne 
mahalo ind ing burnt by “bot 
ashes when cleaning fire. 


ii) Failure of machindly.—No. 1 down mail 

a) teat’ Gatalnal & thinuter et eont Road 
Se eee aT 
2 Vi some 
getting in ih 


iii) Failure of material.—No. 5 down ordinary 
16th Apel 1096 |. | OH) aia MAaiead ® [aabentes ‘ee Daven 
station in releasing brakes, as the vacuum 
pipes between engine and tender gave 
way. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 1 down mail 
train detained 14 minutes at Amroli 
station -to pull’ off the wires of the 
carriages, as the driver could not get 
sufficient vacunm on account of there 
being no washer or front dummy of 
engine. 


(iii) Neglect of servants:—No. 4 up ordinary 
train detained 7 minutes at Baroda | 
station in releasing brakes as the train | 
pipes were leaking, owing to a third 
class carriage being fitted with a pipe 
one inch shorter than the standard size, 

sufficient vacuum could not con- 
sequently be created. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 4 up ordinary 
train detained § minutes at Bérejadi- 
station as the driver could not 
pops og vacuum, the ejector being out 


(i) —Nil. 


+ | (ii) The brake of No.1 mail train fatled to aot 
when entering the ‘I richinopoly junction 
station, owing to waste having got into 
the flexible pipe betweon the and 
the brake-van. ‘be brake Sear was in 


+ | (ii) Fo'lure. of material.—No. 16 mail train 
lost 18 minutes between Trichi 

nction and Kolattdr south stations. 

ve driver could not maintain vacuum 


pring to the gjector cones of ‘engine on pe 


on the wheels, 53 
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ation as the Government of seep dentints of sihapset-be.the PUMA, undead or tos be made 
Anown. The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be published in 
Part VI of the GazettE. Pia’, 
Non-Subscribers to the Gazette receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on ment Ri annum i, | 
delivered. i Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The erin Beni am Pant Vi of nf mearin ace die be ee , 
scribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum tf delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 


" No Official Orders or Notifications, the Publication of which in the Gazette ov InDiA is required by Law, or which 
it Lad Been customary to wi in the CaucurTtA pie hag will be included in the buorcansan. Tor tusk Orders and 
Notifications the body of the Gazutte must be looked to. 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. ‘Ge © 
DEPARTMENT. OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. ee 


Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 a.m. on 
: : Saturday, February 6th, 1897. : 


With the exception of BaJuchistan and Upper India on the one hand and — 
' of Bengal. on the other, the whole of the Indian Se gotten: fine day 
weather throughout the week under reyiew. The disturbed weather in the _ 
North-West was due to actions in the plateau area between the Euphrates and 
Indus valleys, and in Béngal to a very feeble depression, which appeared in 
Berar on the last of, January and was transmitted eastwards to Orissa duri 
_ the next two days. Deltaic Bengal, Chota- Nagpur, Sind and the North and 
West Punjab received fair rain during the week and Baluchistan heavy rain, 
"Weather was warmer than usual over nearly the whole of the country , 
roughout the week, and more ofA Ba the Central Provinces and Berar, _ 
e the mean temperature of the week averaged about 4}° above the normal _ 
period. , i yt vats a oath <4 








laty.—Sunday, grst Fanuary.—Pressure had given way _ 
sriskly in rat age. Upper and Genta seen and the Central Bi 
‘was practically stationary over the remainder of the country. ~~ 
‘nelow th “average of Sia poe throughout the Indian area by - 
‘from ‘o1” in Southern India to 13” in the Central Provinces 
. Pressure was fairly uniform over Saenger, slightly higher _ 
ana tha . The chief feature of the pressure con= 
ure area over pet tes ta outhern 

































greater part of North-West India and Balucl 
oderate ah had been received in Baluchistan and a_ 
West Punjab and Sind. The heaviest fall was 0°63 inch at Quett od 
ow was falling in Kashmir. Temperature was in considerable exe 
adras, Sind, Rajputana, the Central Provinces and Baluchistan and in slight 
“excess in the Punjab, Bombay, Central India and Burma. Over the remain 
of the country the temperature variations from the average were slight 
important. a . te 
| Monday, rst February.—Pressure had recovered briskly to rapidly in. 
Baluchistan, Upper India, Khandesh, Berar and’ the neighbouring districts — 
of the Central Provinces and of Central India, and had decreased briskly in 
_ Chota Nagpur and the eastern districts of the Central Provinces, Elsewhere . 
_ the barometer had not changed to any important extent. The depression over 
Berar on the previous day had moved east-north-eastwards, and lay over the 
east of the Central Provinces at 8 A.M. Pressure was in defect of the normal 
over the Central parts of the country, the Deccan, the Gangetic Plain and 
__ , Bengal and practically normal in most other places. The deficiency was 
"greatest on the depression area, where it slightly exceeded a tenth of an inch. 
Northerly wints obtained over the greater part of tae India,- southerly winds 
; at the head of ‘the Bay, cyclonic winds around the depression and very variable tf 
é winds elsewhere. Skies were more or less clouded over the greater part of North. 
ern India, and numerous showers had occurred in Bihar, the Punjab and Upper 
i Sind, the heaviest being 1:06 inches at Patna. Light snow and rain had fallen 
a on the North-West tical pis Temperature was normal on the Punjab and 
i Bombay, and higher than usual in other divisions. The excess was largest. in 
the Central Provinces and Berar (5°). 


Tuesday, 2nd February.—The changes of pressure were generally small in ; 
amount except on the North-Western Provinces,-East Rajputana, Bundelkhand, __ 
Baghelkhand and parts of the Central Provinces and of Chota Nagpur where 
pressure had increased briskly. Pressure was below the average to a moderate 
extent in a broad belt stretching from Khandesh and the Bombay Deccan to Ara- 
kan. Over the remainder of the country the pressure variations from the average 

~ were of no significance. The low pressure area had marched eastwards from the 
east of the Centra! Provinces into Orissa. It was, however, filling up rapidly. 
Pressure was highest over, Upper Sind and lowest over Orissa, and the general 
distribution of pressure was hence somewhat abnormal. Winds continued 
southerly at the head of the Bay, easterly over the Central Provinces, and north- - 
etly over Rajputana. Elsewhere the directions were very variable. Skies were 
heavily clouded in Baluchistan, the Punjab, Upper Sind and parts of Bengal, — 
Scatteyed thundershowers had occurred in South and East Bengal, Bihar and ~ 
Chota Nagpur, the heaviest of which was 1°26 inehes at Calcutta. Light snow 















a 


















___ had fallen on the higher ranges of the Kashmir Himalayas. Température as 
3 normal in Bombay, Gujarat, and Central India, and exceeded the Sica in all a 
Me rae districts by amounts varying from 1}° in Burma to 32° in the North-West- 
ee; ern Provinces. ai Be ; * Ta 





Wednesday, 3rd February.—Pressure had increased slightly in Ori oe 
the depression in that area on the preceding day had filled up possess. 
steady over the remainder cf the Indian area, and the general pr. litions 


Re ' eae mea: 
|» Temained unchanged. A fresh though very feeble depression conagpr ore. 


ie 

_ Kurnool. Northerly winds obtained in North-Western and West ia, | 

E _ erly winds in Orissa and variable winds and calms in most ferpagh edn, 
were much less clouded than on the previous day. Slight rain had-been rece: 
in Baluchistan and locally at Balasore and Minimarg: | Foupecaress 
decreased briskly in the Punjab, and was now normal in that area, he t 
ture conditions were practically unchanged in the remainder of the j 

Thursday, 4th February.—Pressure was unchanged in the P, 


* Burma, but had decreased slightly to rapi he remainder 
Baluchistan. © Pressure br 3a elie * 


rap 
the average almost where. 

exceeded a twentieth of an inch in amount Tota r 

es and Ti dea wy India, and was at nie igh test 










































fo | a few drops in ‘Crias: The temperature ton: | 
Sey previous day is ee 
barometric changes of the previous 24 ho 


Friday, 5th February.—The urs 
4 , F! ‘ n 
ere ver sateen in character. Pressure had deereased briskly to ote oe 
the North-West Punjab, Sind and Baluchistan, and was in considerable to large 
- defect in that area. It had increased briskly to rapidly in Burma and Norte Ea 
_ Eastern India, and was now normal in these districts. Over the remainder of <1 
India the ee ie were of no importance. The depression over the Gentraly 
_ Provinces had expanded, and was’ shown in the chart as an elongated low * 
pressure area extending north-eastwards from es to Cuttack. Atthe same ~ 
time a fresh depression had appeared over Lower Sind. Pressure was highest _ 
in Upper Assam and lowest in Ceylon and Travancore, but the intervening | 
gradients were slight. Winds’were exceedingly variable. The force 
rising on the North-West Himalayas. Skies were overcast in Baluchistan te 
the greater part of North-West India and heavily clouded in Lower rg = ; ‘age 
Light to moderate rain had fallen in Baluchistan and light rain in Sind. A ee” oe 
drops had occurred also in the Punjab and Orissa. ‘Temperature was normal’ 
in the Punjab and slightly to considerably above the average in the remaining 
Provinces. ‘ . : 


4 
Saturday, 6th February.—Pressure had recovered with great rapidity in | m 
ak 
. 








wi, 





Baluchistan, the Indus Valley and the East Punjab, thus re-establishing welle 
marked anticyclonic conditions in North-West India. Pressure was in shght to — 
moderate excess in the Punjab and Upper Sind, in slight defect in the Deccaay 20.5 
and practically normal elsewhere. The Sind depression had disappearedh The 
generat distribution of pressure was fairly normal, the only irregularity being 
an area of low pressure over the centre of the Peninsula. Winds were irrégu- 
larly cyclonic around the low pressure area, north-westerly over North-West 
India, and’ varidble elsewhere. Skies were clear in Baluchistan, and cloud was i 
decreasing rapidly in North-West India. The West Punjab and Baluchistan 
had obtained light to moderate general showers, the more noteworthy of which 
wereo’gi inch at Cherat and 0°75 inch at Dera Ismail Khan. Light snow and * 
rain had fallen in Kashmir and the North-West Himalayas. Temperature was in’ ea] 
_ slight defect in the Punjab, normal in the North-Western Provinces, in moderate 
to large excess in the remainder of the country.’ esi 
‘Temperature.—The week under review was characterized by higher tem- ~ 
perature than usual over the whole of the country. The excess of temperature 
__.was slight in the Bombay Presidency, but exceeded 2° over the remainder of the . 
_ Indian area, and was absolutely greatest in the Central Provinces and Berar, for 
_ which it averaged 44°. The foliowing Table gives variation data of the week 
in illustration :— : * : Neat 
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ble shows that the mean temperature « 
‘above the average on each day of the w 
aanged between 2° and 4. Rae Ra ek na 
Rain .—The general character of the precipitation of the week h 
y indicated mon the preceding summary. Ranchi in Chota Nagpur obtai 
‘smart shower on the 31st“January and Deltaic Bengal light to ia 

rain on the 2nd February from the southerly winds occasioned by the slight 
depression which crossed eastwards from the Central Provinces to Orissa. 
The largest fall in 24 hours recorded in these areas was 1°26 inches at Alipore. — 
‘A local disturbance gave moderate general rain in, Baluchistan on the’ gist 
and some showers in the Punjab (excepting the southern and south-eastern 
districts). On the 1st weather was feebly unsettled over *the plateau area of 
Tran and Baluchistan from the and to the 4th, These disturbed conditions 
“extended to the Indus Valley during the 4th; and occasioned light rain in Sind 
on:the 5th and in the North atid ‘West Punjab on the 6th. Light to moderate 

snow fell on the Punjab and Kashmir Himalayas on the 1st and over the whole 

|. of the North-West Himalayas on the 6th. With the exceptions noted above 

the week was rainless over the whole Indian region, » 


ee 

ae The rainfall of the week was slightly in excess: in Deltaic Bengal, Chota 
’ Nagpur and the North and West Punjab and in large excess in Baluchistan ~ 
' (as represented by Quetta). Over the remainder of the country the rainfall 
of the week was either normal or in defect. The deficiency was on the whole 
* most marked in Assam, Norih- Bengal, Bengal Hills, Bihar, the Hill, Western 

and North-Western divisions of the North-Western Provinces, the South-East, 
* South and Submontane Punjab and the Punjab Himalayas. . 


A--reference to the accompanying table shows thdt the rainfall pf the 

he Oe period has been abundant or excessive in Berar, the Central Provinces, 

the North Punjab, the Central Districts of the North-Western Provinces, South 

Oudh and Baluchistan and normal or in slight excess in North Qudh, the West 

and Central Punjab, the Punjab Himalayas and the Eastern States of Central 

India. “It is in defect over the remainder of India, The only districts in which 

bs there is a serious deficiency are as follows :—Assam, Bengal (excluding the 
_ Deltaic Divisiom), Bihar, the Western districts of the Nosth -Westers Provinces, 
. ‘the South-East and South Punjab, Ganjam, South Hyderabad, South Madras 
j and the southern coast districts of Madras, 3, ila oR ea 
Yh The principal totals recorded-during the week were :—Murtee 3’60 inches, 
© Quetta 1°81 inches, Contai (Midnapore) 1°46 inches, Alipore 1°39 inches and 
* Howrah 1°21 inches. : ; ARR 
An important feature of the precipitation.of the week was the great irregu+ 
larity of its distribution in some parts of the Punjab. This is shown clearly by the _ 
_ data of Dera Ismail Khan and Shahpur (less.than a hundred miles apart) 
'_ which obtained 0°80 inch and o'07 inch of rain respectively. An even more 

striking example is afforded by the returns of Murree and Goragali, the 

Ce +4 for the week being 3*6o inches at the former place dnd only 0’07 inch at the 
7 08 ter. " M2 % 
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Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects 
: the Crops. ) sgt 

—For week endi th February.—There was no rain cel 
ddan —Kor weet ore ‘ sloss of nse wae Bhi tas aes 


few trivial showers in parts ; but since the c k 
eneral over portion of the presidency south of Madras but amounts are not yet — 
ully known. The water-supply continues to decrease and is very deficient in 


parts of the Circars and Deccan and it is growing scanty for drinking even in 
rts; elsewhere the supply is generally fair. Some cultivation is still proceed- 
ing ander large irrigation works, channels and wells. The standing crop in the 
Carnatic, Central, Southern, and West coast districts is generally in fair condi- 
tion and the recent rain should benefit the cotton crop where it is grown in 
them. The standing crop in the Deccan is drying up. Harvests are proceeding 
with fair to moderate yield over the southern half of the presidency, elsewhere 
they are generally poor or bad. Pasturage is ‘decreasing bie may revive some- 
what where rain has fallen. Fodder is generally available though dear in many 
places and very scarce in parts of the Deccan. — In the latter cattle are suffer- 
ing; elsewhere they are generally in good condition. Prices have risen in the 
Circars and in parts of the Deccan, Central and West coast districts ; elsewhere 
they are almost stationary or fluctuating irregularly. The numbers on relief 
works are:—Relief workers 42,169; weavers 7,946, and gratuitously relieved 
3,151 in the Deccan ; and 1,33, on test work in Ganjam as well as 498 gratui- 
tously relieved in that district. Total relief workers 51,454, gratuitously relieved 
Total number in receipt of relief 55,103. Marked increase ina | districts 
except Cuddapah. Prices by which wages are regulated are :—Kurnool 13} ; 
Bellary and Anantapur 14; Cuddapah 17; and Ganjam 12} seers per rupee. 
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Bombay.—for week ending 17th F ebruary.—Rain fell in the Upper Sind 
Frontier, The standing crops have been slightly damaged by drought in three 
talukas of Karachi, by locusts in two of Karachi, by frost in two of Karachi 
and three of Hyderabad ; otherwise they are thriving in Sind-and Gujarat, but 
indifferent elsewhere. Crops recently sown have withered or are withering in 
Nasik, Ratnagiri, Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Belgaum, and Dharwar, Autumn 
harvesting has been completed except in Khandesh Reaping of the late cro 
has commenced in Panch Mahals, Broach, Surat, Thana, Khandesh, Nask, 
Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Satara, Bijapur, and Dharwar. Fodder is sufficient exc 
in the Deccan, Karnatak, Shikarpur, and parts of Karachi and Baroda. The 
grain-supply is generally sufficient in the affected districts. Cotton-picki 
continues in Broach, Surat, and Rajkot. The condition of the agricultu 
* stock is deteriorating in Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, and Bijapur; but is 
healthy elsewhere, except in parts of Sind, Khandesh, Nasik, Ratnagiri, and 
Kanara. Prices are rising in parts of Kolaba, Ratnagiri, Poona, and Sholapur; — 
falling in parts of Kolaba, Poona, Sholapur, and Biyapur; stationary io Sale fh 
and in parts of Poona and Bijapur, The prices of staple food-grains in the 4a 
afiected districts are :—Dharwar 13}; Belgaum 11} ; Sholapur 11; Bijapur 102; “y 
Ahmednagar 10}; Poona 10; Nasik and Satara 9}; Khandesh 9h; Kolaba tS 
seers per rupee. The average daily numbers on relief works, including no: 
working children, are : —Bijapur 83,679 ; Sholapur 94,662 ; Ahmednagar 72,73: 
Poona 9,035 ; Nasik 20,970; Satara 25,613; Khandesh 32,378 ; Belgaum ah 
Total 342,036, of which 237,057 are relief workers and 104,979 non- ort 
children. Of relief workers 75,152 are men; 104,315 women ; and 57,596 
children. The numbers on gratuitous relief are :— Bijapur 6,216 including 
persons in one poor-house ; Sholapur Og Ahmednagar 796; Poona Hs 
Nasik 112; Satara 13; Belgaum 351. - ‘otal 16,402, of which 8,185 are 1 bs 
- 4,829 women ; and 3,388 children. I otal number in receipt of relief 358, pei 


 Bengal—/or week ending 15th February.—Good and genera 
, Bihar and Chota Nagpur, and showers in North and SouheWoak. 
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ogress in several districts of Bengal 
re was a severe storm with hail on the 11th and’ some 
o the spring crops is reported, The pressing of sugarcane is going on. _ 
n the distressed districts the prices of the food-grains on which the relief 
Wages are based are :—Nadia (common rice) g seers, Khulna (common rice) to 


seers, Rajshahi ‘common rice) 9} seers, Patna (common rice) io} seers, Shah- 





- abad 10} seers, Saran (Indian-corn) g seers 14 chittacks, Champaran (Indian- 


corn) 10f seers, Muzaffarpur (Indian-corn) 40 seers, Darbhanga (common rice) 
paper and (Indian-corn) 10 seers, say Pete (common rice) 10 séers per rupee, 
hese figures showa slight rise in Saran, Muzaffarpur, and Darbhanga, and a slight 
fall in Champaran. The numbers on relief works and in receipt of gratuitous 
relief on pans the 13th se tog were :—Relief works: Nadia 4,713 (men 
2,433. women 818, children 1,462), Khulna 156 (men 129, women nzé, children 
27), Rajshahi 897 (men 874, women 6, children 17), Shahabad 1,177 (men 
368, women 494, children 315), Saran 14,099 (men 3,901, women 5,915, 
children 4,283), Champaran 117.539 (men 48,916, women 43,374, children 
25,249), Muzaffarpur 23,042 (men 13,157, women 5,176, children 4,709), 
Darbhanga 133,981 (men 57,977, women 55,276, children 20,728), Bhagulpur’ 
2,232 (men 1,009, women 781, children 442), Palamau 1,727, Manbhum 
1,200. Total 300,763 against 265,347 in the previous week. Gratuitous 
relief: Nadia 1,872 (men 438, women 1,196, children 238), Khulna 216 (men 
8, women 111, children 67), Patna 80 (men 23, women 36, children 21), 
Siahabad 2,050 (men 449, women 868, children 733), Saran 14,198 (men 
2,668, women 8,863, children 2,667), Champaran 30,173 (men 5,613, women 
12,431, children 12,129), Muzaffarpur 2,549 (men 705, women 918, children 
926),. Darbhanga 82,108 (men 15,733, women 41,704, children 24,671), 
Bhagulpur 11 (men mt/, woman 1, children 10), Palamau 381, Manbhum 632, 
Total 134,270 against 101,220 in the previous week. Grand total 435,033. 
Private relief —Relief works: Darbhanga Raj 21,715 (men 14,929, women 
4,999, ‘children 1,796), Hatwa Raj 3,599. Gratuitous relief: Darbhanga Raj 
11,274 (men 2,122, women 5,272, children 3,830), Hatwa Raj 771. Rest o 


Saran district 1,042. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—for week ending 17th Febru- 
ary.—Heavy rain fell in the hill districts, while ir most of the other districts 
in the provinces there were light showers. The spring crops continue to pro- 
mise well. Cane-pressing continues and the harvesting of arhur (Cajanus inde. 
cus) and the early spring crops are beginning. The crops in portions of a few 
districts have been slightly damaged by hail and frost. The numbers in receipt 
of relief on Saturday, 13th February, in nineteen districts officially recognised 
as distressed, were as follows :—Agra 30,308, Etawah 20,250, Cawnpore 104,127, 
Banda 186,753, Hamirpur 69,824, Allahabad 178,576, Jhansi 38,241, Jalaun 

3,496, Mirzapur 34,385, Jaunpur 66,677, Gorakhpur 38,457, Azamgarh 15,846, 
Jucknow 81,767, Unao 56,939, Rae Bareli 86,473, Sitapur 60,988, Hardot 
157.959, Barabanki 36,564, Fatehpur 9,887. Total 1,367,517. The total is 
distributed as follows among the various methods of relief prescribed by the 
Famine Code which are in operation :—Employed on relief works 907,055 relieved 
as dependants 215,878, relieved in poor-houses 43,305, relieved under other 
provisions of the Rode 201,279, The numbers relieved in eighteen districts 
which are under observation, but not yet officially recognised as distressed, were 
on the same date as follows:—Relieved on test works 127,325, relieved in 
poor-houses 14,019, relieved under other provisions of the Code 21,070. Total 
162,414; the grand total in receipt of relief on the last day of the week was 
erefore 1,529,931» Supplies are generally sufficient. Fodder is scarce and 
dear in places, Brices continue to show a yielding tendency in most districts. 
The price of the staple grain on which the mine wage is based varied from nine 
and half to eleven seers in the districts officially recognised as distressed. 


wa lg ending 16th February. —Rain averaging about $th 


of an’ ch has fallen in Hissar, 4th in Karnal, $rd in Mooltan and Lahore, § in 
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; pagers sigh din ap harg bea ach 
an inch in Ferozepore, and } Gujrat and Gujrann 
drizzling in Rohtak, Shahpur and Dera Ismail Khan. Su; ne-pressit 

still going on in Amritsar. Ploughings and sowings of extra spring crops are 
ing on. Thecondition and prospects of irrigated crops are prncrehy cepa 

et Ja fair; they are not good in parts of Rohtak where well water is brackish 

. and also in the parts which have not received a sufficient supply of canal water. 
The crops on dry land have failed in Hissar and are withering in Roktak and 
Delhi. More rain is wanted in Shahpur as well as in the Delhi division. The 
unirrigated crops are said to be good in Lahore; their condition has been im. 
proved by the recent rain in certain districts. The stock of grain has been 
nearly exhausted in Hissar where the supply is imported from Sindh. Stocks 

are also insufficient in Shahpur and with the cultivators of Amritsar, Barley, 
gram and rape crops are reported to have been damaged by caterpillars in parts 
of Ferozepore. Hail fell in parts of Dera Ismail Khan, but did no damage, and 
locusts x appeared, but passed over without doing any damage. Cattle are 
generally in poor condition for want of fodder. Forty head of cattle died of 
starvation in Rohtak. Their condition is fe pe good to fair in Gurgaon, 
Umballa, Ferozepore, Lahore, and Amritsar; and average in Sialkot. _ Fodder is 
scarce in all districts except Umballa. The recent rain will probably improve the 
pasturage. The average daily number of persons on famine relief works was as 
follows :—Kohtak 6,725 ; Gurgaon 614; Delhi 3,242; Karnal 2,746; Feroze- 
pore 844; Gujrat 48,512 and Hissar 40,570, including 3,027, 43,948, 18,145, 
17,459 and 8,043 persons respectively gratuitously relieved. There were also 2,329 
gratuitously relieved in Umballa and 2,061 in Lahore. Gratuitous relief other- 
wise than on relief works was afforded to 1,196 in Gujrat, and 754 persons were 
on ordinary works in Gurgaon. The number of persons on test works was 
126 in Ludhiana; 258 in Mooltan; 76 in Lahore; and 292 in Gujranwala, 
where the works are being closed. Test works, have also been closed in 
Rawalpindi. Total number on relief and test works, including gratuitously. 
relieved, was 109,594. Prices are generally still high; they have again risen 
in most districts. A fall in prices, though slight, is reported from Delhi, Karnal 
and Dera Ismail Khan. The figures are unchanged in Mooltan. Wheat is 
selling from 8} to 10 seers; gram g to to}; great millet 10 to 10}; bulrush 
millet 9} to 12,4, and maize 10} to 11} seers per rupee. Prices of staple food- 
grains on which the famine wages are reckoned are :—Rohtak gram 11; Delhi 
bulrush millet 9; Karnal gram 9} and maizé 11; Umballa maize 10; Feroze- 
er great millet 12; Lahore wheat 10 and maize 11; Gujrat wheat flour 8; 

udhiana maize 11; Mooltan wheat 9}; and Gujranwala wheat, 9 seers per 





rupee. 


Central Provinces.—For week ending 16th February.—The weather 

was cloudy and unsettled with light showers, Mandla received an inch and 

a half; Seoni, Raipur, and Sambalpur about one inch and most other districts 

B smaller quantities. Prospects of the food crops continue from fair to good, but 
the recent hail and rain have caused slight damage to standing crops in Jubbule 

om and Seoni. Insects are complained of in Mandla and Bhandara, The _ 

seed crop is generally a poor one. Clear weather is required for harvesti 
which is being impeded in some places, especially in Mandla. Fodder is grow-  * 


ing scarce in Seoni and in parts of Nagpur and Sambalpur. : 
rehef works for harvesting fs Sanger, a sag Rk ae ern 


i : amoh, Jubbulpore, Seoni, and : 
abad; while greater numbers are seeking rath in Mandia, Narsingh a Bat 
diy 













Chhindwara, and in the affected districts of the N pur and Chatriegarh 

; sions, except Nagpur itself. Numbers on relief works are:—Saugor 25,069 

. Damoh 21,038 ; Jubbulpore 65,723; Mandla 17,563; Seoni 5,359 acon 

16,518 ; Hoshangabad 25,753; Nimar 487 ; Betul 13,220; Chhindwata 
Nagpur 1,038; Chanda 2,61 5; Bhandara 10,709; Balaghat 6,950 ; \ 
10,522; Bilaspur 8,382. Total 2 8,299. The numbers on gratuitous relief were: 
Saugor 13,388 ; Damoh 3,765 ; Jubbulpore 16,929; Mandla 2,422 ; Seoni 1,76 
Narsinghpur 7,157; Hoshangabad 7:541 ; Nimar 399; Betul 1 072; Chhindwe 

fon At 989 j i 555 Bhandara 3,100 ; Bal 3,165 ; Ra 

: ur 2,049. To 5 e d total in recéi 

therefore 307,048, There were ae 50,22 wen ss 







ay P % Prices, of | , 
arsinghpur, Betal, Chanda, Raipur, and Bilaspur. 10 
9%, Hoshangabad 10}, Nimar 10}, Chhindwara end Haggar 










-Damoh, 
14, Bal: hat 8 seers per rupee. 
. Burma.—Ffor week mere 13th February.—In Lower Burma thresh- 


ing and winnowing continues, The dry weather paddy crop in Tavoy is. in 
good condition. In Upper Burma the cultivation of dry weather paddy is 


progressing. The reaping of jowar (Sorghum vulgare) is completed in Meiktila 


and the gathering of peas on islands is progressing in Myingyan. In Sagaing 
wheat, gram and beans are in poor condition from want of rain. Prospects of 
miscellaneous crops elsewhere are fair, Slight rain has fallen in Thayetmyo and 
Ruby Mines districts and heavy rain in Yamethin; but too late to benefit crops. 
The price of paddy has risen considerably in Amherst ; slightly in Henzada and 
Thayetmyo; and has fallen slightly in Rangoon, Pegu, Thongwa, Bassein, 
Myaungmya, and Minbu. Numbers on relief works are :—Merktila 14,714, 
Myingyan 9,201; and on gratuitous relief, Meiktila 2,578; Myingyan 2,598; 
Yamethin 287. Total numbers on relief 29,378. In Meiktila the price of rice 
is 8 seers 12 chittacks, in Myingyan 9 seers 5 chittacks per rupee. 


Assam.—For week ending 16th February.—Slight rain has fallen in all 
districts‘except Sylhet, Kamrup, Nowgong and the Khasi Hills; but rain is 
wanted in Sylhet and Kamrup. Ploughing for early rice has commenced. 
Pressing of sugar-cane and pruning of tea continues, Prices: common rice 
Silchar 9}, Sylhet 10}, Gauhati 10, Tezpur 10} and Sibsagar 11 seers per 
rupee. Fodder is insufficient in Cachar, the Naga and Khasi Hills, and in parts 
of the Kamrup district. Water is scanty in Nowgong, the Naga Hills and 
in parts of Sibsagar and the Khasi Hills. 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week — 16th February—Mysore: 
Prospects are fair. Prices have fallen slightly in Tumkur, Mysore and Shimoga. 
Ragi (Z/eusine coracana) has been harvested in the Bangalore and Tum- 
kur districts, 


CoorG: Rainfall 5 cents. The threshing of rice continues. Prices are 
normal. Health is fair. Water and fodder for cattle are sufficient. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—/or week ending 16th February.—BERAR: 
The weather is warm, The winter crops are in poor condition owing to 
insufficient moisture. The preparation of the land for the ensuing rain crops 
continues. Fodder and water are inadequate to wants. There has been a 
rise in the price of rae, aw! Number of persons on relief works :— 
Akola 3,528; Basim 400; Melghat 1,955. Total 5,883. Prices:—Akola 11, 


Basim 10, and Melghat to seers per rupee. 


_ Central India —For week ending 16th February.—No rain fell in 
Central India during the week. Agricultural operations have been completed, 
in Bundelkhand sha Baghelkhand. and are in progress in other Agencies. The 
crops have been damaged for want of rain in Gwalior, and slightly in Bhopawar. 
The agricultural stock is fair in Bhopal; good in Baghelkhand, Malwa, and 
two districts of Gwalior; indifferent in Bundelkhand and some parts of Gwalior, 
Past is fair in Bhopal and Malwa ; good in Baghelkhand and one district 
of Gwalior; sufficient in Bhopawar ; and indifferent in Bundelkhand and some 
districts of Gwalior. Prices are above normal in Malwa and Bhopawar, They 
haye fallen slightly but are still high in Baghelkhand ; steady elsewhere, The 
opium crops are fair in Bhopal, Bhopawar and in one district of Gwalior; good 


_ in Malwa ; and in two districts of Gwalior, The numbers of persons employed 


on famine relief works were :—Gwalior 14,277, Bundelkhand 8,161, Baghelkhand 
68,492. The numbers on gratuitous relief were :—Bundelkhand 1,547, Baghel- 


khand 3,350. Not reported from Gwalior, Total number in receipt of relief, . 


excluding number gratuitously relieved in Gwalior, 95,827. . The prices of staple 
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| od aeading! 7th February.—No eainfall 
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~ Raj 

aad in Ajmere-Merwara ; fairly satisfactory in Wherwara, and poor in . 
Dholepore. The standing crops are in good condition generally, except in 
Dholepore, Harvests are good in Jeypore ; average m _AjmgresMerwara ; and — 
below average in Harowtee. Cattle are in good condition generally, except in 
Dholepore, Dhactposs, Meywar, Bikanir and Jaisulmere. odder is sufficient, 
but failing in Dholepore and Bhurtpore ; and scarce in some tehsils of jeypore, 
Prices are rising in Pertabgurh, Meywar and Bhurtpore; fallingin Shahpura 
and Bikanir ; high in Harowtee ; steady elsewhere. The number of persons on 
relief works was :—Marwar 5,427, Kotah 1,112, Dholepore 7,052, Bhurtpore 
241, Bikanir 4,742, Jaisulmere 918 ; and on gratuttous relief: Mevwara 11,010, 
Bhurtpore 704, Bikanir 621, and Jaisulmere 13. Total numbers ‘on relief 
‘21,840. The price of the staple food-grain, ‘on which the famine wages are 
based, are :—Marwar8 seers 8-chittacks,Kotah 14, Dholepore 14 seers 10 
chittacks, Bhurtpore 9 seers 9 chittacks, Bikanir.9 seers 9 chittacks, Jaisulmere 
8 seers g chittacks per rupee. 

Kashmir —For week ending 16th February.—Snow has fallen. Spring 
crops are under snow. Prices continue below mormal, Price 24 seers per 
rupee. 

Jammu PROVINCE.—for week ending 17th Fbruary-~No rain, Prices 
stationary. Fodder scanty. Relief works closed. Prices 1o$ seers per rupee. 


Nepal.—For week ending 13th February.—No rain has fallen, but *the 
weather has been dull, threatening, and cold, Prospects continue good. 
Price 7} seers per rupee. 

The total numbers in receipt of relief during the preceding and present 
weeks are as follows :— 











Name or Province. 





Bombay . . 13,120 
Bengal é F 26 7 101,220 
North-Western Provinces 
aud Oudh. «| 278,247 
Punjab a1. ws OS 79,664 26,575 
Cann Provinces . ; 64,817 
urma . . , , 8 
Berar . : . ba . 
Central India ° . 40344 
Rajputana . . . 2,519 
+  Granp Totat «| 2,232,082 | 507,779 


T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, 
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‘Rajputana—For ry—No sainiall throughout 
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, Poe, 
be 3) Sn No. 768-A., dated Calcutta, the 17th February 1897. 

= _ ORDER—By the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department. 

_  Reap— 

Report by the Comptroller and Auditor General, No. 1650, dated the 26th January 1897, 


on the operations of the Savings Banks in India during 1895-96, and the statements 
"annexed to it. 





ORDERED that the Report and the Statements be published in the Gasefte 
of India for general information. 


J. F. FINLAY, 
* Secretary to the Government of India, 





No. 1650, dated Calcutta, the 26th January 1897. 
From—The Comptroller and Auditor General, 
To—The Secretary to the Governmert of India, Finance and Commerce Department. 
I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on the operations of the 
Savings Banks in India during the year 1895-96. ¢ 


2. There are two descriptions of these Banks, viz., Banks open to the public 
and Service Institutions ; the former comprise the Presidency and Post Office 
Banks, and the latter, the State Railway Provident Institution, the Civil Engi- 
neers’ Provident Fund, and the Military Banks, The State Railway Provident 
Institution is for the non-pensionable employés of the State Railways, the Civil 
Engineers’ Provident Fund ‘is for the Officers of the Public Works and Tele- 
graph Departments, and the Military Banks are for the benefit of Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers and Privates of British Regiments. ‘ 





3- I enclose the usual Statements marked I to VII, containing the accounts a 
.and statistics for the year. ee 








4. The principal features of the returns are shown in the following table, 
which also compares them with those of the previous year :— 

















Banks. Derositors, INTEREST EARNED, Bavance, 2 
2a 1 1 + | 
Desesirrion or | evans) ines + —* —— é 
“ Num- | crease — crease — crease — “ 
over | Amount, paca Amount, over S 
- come ih 

year, year, year. 

a R & & 


a 
59,937 | 11,776 | 17,10,030 | —6,31,780 
12,229 





” Madras Ce ers 1,646 1,953 | 352,539 | —1)28,104 ee 

: a 

” Bombay 2,25,179 | 8,922 | 69,37,890 | —7,a1,190 
F.| 

Railway. 0 0] a3] ae | 85,708 236,405 | 22,535 | 70,15,684 | +6,25,208 a 


; 
s $4434 















wating R11,12,12,524 exclusive of Government secur 
ise BY ? fas 7 
behalf of the depositors to the nominal value of R§,29,100. As compared 
the year 1894-95 there has been a decrease of 44 in the number of Banks nd 
an increase of 33,345 in the number of depositors, and of R58,62,351 in 
amount of the balances. There has also 


interest earned of R4,15,27!. e 
6. Upon the working of the Post Office Banks, the Director-General of the | 


Post Office has submitted a detailed report, and it is therefore necessary here 
to make some observations in respect of the other Banks only. 






7. The decrease in the number of the depositors and in the balances of the 
Presidency Savings Banks noticed in previous years is again noticeable in 
the year under review, The impending transfer of the Presidency Savings 
Banks Accounts to the Post Office no doubt materially contributed to this 


result. 
8. As in the previous year, the Military Banks show an increase in the 


balances, but unlike that year there is a falling off in the number of accounts 
which occurred almost wholly in the Punjab Command, 


g. The balances of the other Service Institutions still continue to increase, 
and now amount to R1,00,43,534—an increase over the preyious year of 
R8,93,359: 

10. The balances of the Savings Banks proper, including the Military 
Banks, amount to R10,11,68,990, which is an increase of R49,68,992 over the 
balances of 1894-95. These balances are held by Government at call. There 
has been a decrease of 3,600 in the balance of Government Promissory Notes 
held on account of depositors at the close 1895-96, which now stands at 
5:29, 100. " 


been an increase in the amount of 





Post Office Banks. 


TOTAL < 


SERVICE INSTITUTIONS— 


State Railway Provident Institu- 
tions. . : . . 


Civil Engineers’ Provident Fund. 


Miltary Bauks, =... 


TOTAL ‘ 


GRAND TOTAL. 





ein 8 PS 


6,384 


6,387 


11 
1 
165 


177 


6,564 
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f 





5,343 


6,346 


162 





amber of Deposttors in the several classes of Banks from 1884-85 to “1895-96. 


10,665 | 7,236 
2,431 | 1,646 
25,489 | 22,049 


611,947 | 653,892 







650,532 | 684,823 





1$,951 | 15,793 
646 | 655 
16,980 | 15,283 


174 | 32,677 3473" | 


6,520 | 683,209 | 716,554 





+41,945 


+ 34,291 





+ 33,345 
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fo tie ole lar * GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
Aca HOME DEPARTMENT. 4 s 





PROGRESS OF EDUCATION IN INIA DURING TOE YEAR 1895-96. - 


1-E4ueation 
a No. ~ 90=41* 


Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India in the Home 
2 aga (Hducation),—under date Calcutta, the 12th February 


Rrap— 


The several Reports on the Progress of Education in India during the year 1895-96, 
with the orders passed on them by Local Governments and Administrations. D 


RESOLUTION. 
Under the orders contained in Home Department Circular No, *™*: 


. 27i—s0? 
dated the 18th July 1895, a quinquennial report showing the progress of 
education during the period 1892-93 to 1896-97 will be submitted next year by 
Local Governments and Administrations, in place of the annual report for 
1896-97. In reviewing the quinquennial report, the Government of [ndia 
propose to notice in detail the history of education throughout the five-year 
period : and it is therefore unnecessary to do moré at present than publish for 
general information the statistics for the year 1895-96 with a brief s 
of the most striking features presented by them. The Governor General in 
Council takes the opportunity, however, to remind Local Governments and 
Administrations of the necessity for giving early instructions for the prepara- 
tion of the quinquennial report, so that there may be no delay in its submis- 
sion to the Government of India. 

2. The rise noticed last year in the total number of Public and Private — 
Anstitutions was maintained in the year under review, when the number 
reached 152,841, the number in 1894-95 having been 149,496 and in’ 1893-94, 
147,297. The increase occurred entirely among institutions for males (141,840 
in 1894-95 and 145,195 in 1895.96), the number of institutions for females 

7,646) having been 10 less than in the preceding year. The number of Public 

nstitutions (107,909) was higher than in 1894-95 (105,859) : and, in this class 

of institutions, the rise was again highest in the case of primary schools (from 
99,558 in 1894-95 to 102,036 in 1895-96). The number of second schools ~ 
rose from 5,099 to 5,173. There was a slight increase in the number of institu- 
tions os aig a University Education, from 153 in 1894-95 to 158 in 1895-96. 
The number of Arts Colleges (119) was 4 in excess of the number in the pre- 
vious year, and the number of Professional Colleges (89) was one in excess of 
that in 1894-95. While there was an increase of 13 in the number of Train- 
ing schools (172), the number of all other special schools fell from 330 ia 
1894-95 to 305 in the year under review. Private Institutions, which 
numbered 44,137 in 1894-95, numbered 44,932 in 1595-96. The increase was 

distributed over beth Advanced and Elementary Schools, which n 

- respectively, 5,600 and 38,528 in 1894-95, and 5,743 and 39,189 in 1895-96. 
were 6,741 Private institutions for males giving instruction of an 
advanced character, as compared with 5,609 in 1594-95; and 38,068 element. 
si Private Institutions as compared with 37,194 in the preceding year, It is 
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tory to notice that two £rivate Institutions for females affording instruc- 






ayy of an advanced character, but the Go t of India regret that the 
_ _ Bumber of eleméntary schools for girls fell 1,384°in 1894-95 ee ; 
rs f i Bits : : 4 * . . face te 







was 106,751 and 6,588. On the assumption that 15 per 
Population are of the school-going age, the percentage of scholars 

total tion of the schol-going age was 12-05. ‘This ho is slightly 1 

j corres (12-02) : and the increase was distributed among scholars ( 

_ both sexes, the percentage of males haying risen from 21:43 to 22°02, and that ; 

of females from 2°28 to 2°34. 


t gi in th ‘gin com the ave’ monthly 
4. The statement given in the margin sane tinh ae eae 


ent classes of» Public 
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aes attendance. Institutions during the 
lic I , pel laste a 

24 Borge [s+ Tamoan | yonre 1804-05 and 1896. 
a gee eg y milar statistics 

" /Colleges RP oo} 7410 | regarding Private In. 

Managed ty Gor. )Seonimy Schock. | saan | ange stitutions (advanced 

a | and elementary) are not 

: Primary Schools . =. «| -83,081 | 28,899 | available. The steady 
oe Schools for Special Instruction 12,570 18,822) rise in the attendance 
Cten Skane. 194 too | at eek Tustitutions 

. notic in previous 

Managed by mace! JSecondary School. . | 110,086} 118,818 years, from 8,228,114 

cipal Boards. Primary eenoole . =. «| 01,844 | 815,578 | in 1892.98 and 

Schools for Special Instruction | 1,486} 2,515 | Sines in Sedee 

"4 . | , 8,414, in de 

Ceeget hn Scape ye * mad was maintained in the 

Maintained by Native )Secomdary Schools. =. =| 9,016 | gg57 year under review, 
States, Primary Schools . . . = .| 184,073) 141,990 wna thé average 

| monthly attendance 

Schools for Spec.al Instruction 279 B49 was 3,515,593. The ine 

Cotegen rr ee i en Panilae 6,810 | crease occurred chiefly 

be ree na pa Secondary Schools. | 249,609! 50,472 wef eiage in Ro 

Funds or by Muni- : . a ry’ schools in w ne 

cipal : u Primary re e i. | 1,622,758 | 1,561,266 it ‘amounted $5 87,309, 

Schools for Speciai Instruction | 5,580 6,245 On the 31st Mareh 1896. 

‘ : Colleges «ggg 5,291 a were 14,705 stu- 
Shin waa 2. ents on the roils of, 
Unsided 7 ET mts . Arts Colleges, as-eom. 
Primary Schools, ‘ 358,627 415,705 ared with 14,422 stu. 

Schools for Special Instraction 2826; 2456 ents on the rolls on 

———j———__ | BIst March 1895. ‘The 

Toran... | 3,414,308 3,616,598 | number on the rolls of 


it a! Brn 4 93 sot! «Colleges or Depart- 
ments 
Professional Training was 4,749, as compared with 4,062 in the peo et 
The number of pupils at Secondary and Primary Schools, whieh had increased. 
from 8,455,188 in 1893-04 to 3,572,084 in 1894-95, rose to 8,666,177 in. 
1895-96. The increase was shared by both clanses of schools, the attendance 
at the former having risen from 525,308 to 533,481, and that at the latter from. 
3,046,781 to 3,182,696. The attendance at Training Schools for Masters and 
oe tl rae from eae aes 934, respectively, to 4,142 and 904: but 
num at other se or i ion in : 
rot eg pecial Instruction a from 18,228: 
5. The number of scholars studying Engtish was 8 comy with 
428,598 in 1894-95, but the percentage of nice alain pry? 
under instruction (10°2) was the same in both years. There has by 
advance in the number of pupils studying English in Secondary Bchoo 
_ 891,376 in 1892.93, 310,621 in 1893-94 and 828,602 in 189 
bes 1895-26, ‘The nuniber of pup'ls studying'a classical Ja 
84 to 627,229. Of the latter numba , 816,764 were sta) 
fustitutions, and 172,840 of these belonged to Koran Schools 
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5 fe ¥ it | 
uC ¢ red With a 050 in the ve 
re in Primary Schools rose-from 3,035,081 
35, The conti ‘improvement in these figures is satisfactory, ae aed 
‘The following statement shows the race and religion of the 4,189,770 
who clasi- and 4,303,109* scholars on the rolls of 


© "The statement excludes 13 : 
oation nocording to race or ereed ie unknow Public ‘and Private Institutions during 
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ie tlie years 18!/4-95 and 1895-96, respectively, as well as the ratio per cent. 
each class to the total number :— c 











ahs | 
é a 
scapes ante a EAE NS ip aint 3 
Hivdus , 2,793,311 
Muhammacdans . . ‘ . . ° 956,482 
Europeansand Rurasians . 3. , Og, 28,5240 
Native Christians a * ; . ° . 192,453 
Miscellanoons rnces or religions, « . P 809,700 |. | | 
| | } 
— ' 
wows = see ca neta = ——— SS eee 


It will be observed that the numerical increase was universal, and highest 

' (71,814) in the case of Hindus, - The perceutage of Native Christians to the 
total number was slightly higher than in 1804-95: but the percentage of 
#uropeans and Eurasians (-69) remained stationary, while that of Hindus and 
Muhammadans diminished by ‘1. Of the students at Oolleges, (19,454), 83:9 
per cent. were Hindus, 7:0 per cent. Muhammadans, 8:2 per cent. Native 
Christians, and 2'1 per cent, Europeans and Eurasians, Of those receiving a 
secondary education (533,481), 71-4 per cent. were Hindus, 14-0 per cent, 
Muhammadans, 5-4 per cent. Native Christians, and 4°7 per cent. Europeans ] 
and Eurasians. Of the 3,132,688 pupils under primary instruction at Public 
Anstitutions, 2,223,411 (70-9 per cent.) were Hindus ; 646,132 (206 per cent.) +a 
were Mubammadans; 72,912 (2:3 per cent.) were Native Christians; 3,360. + 
(‘1 per cent.) were Europeans and Eurasians, and the remainder (186,868) _ 
belonged to other classes, 


7. The steady rise which was notiged last year in the gross expenditure 

(direct and indirect) on Public Instruction, from Ro,05,19,632 and 

R3,16,72,827 in 1891-92 und 1892-93 to £&3,22,79,706 and R3,30,88,434 in 

» 1893-94 and 1804-95, continued in the year under review, when the expendi. 

ture reached R3,50,65,302. ‘Lhe direct ex nditure rose from R2,€5,39,921 to 

42,75,43,10), and the indirect expenditure besa RU5,48,513 to R75,22,201. The 
increase in direct expenditure is to be found mainly in that assigned to seco 

and primary education which rose from #1,08,10,970 and R1,06,48, eee 

respectively, in 1894-95 to R1,13,94,334 and R1,09,51,700 in 1895-96. There 

Was also an increase in the expenditure on Arts Colleges, from R22,85,129 to 

R23,58,696 ; Professional Colleges, from 29,07,820 to R9,33,075; Training — 

Schools for Masters and Mistxesses, from #6,96,781 to #7,06,891, and other — 

— Special Schools, from B11,91,155 to R11,98,405. ‘The increase in, indirect 

ure (which ingludes charges on account of direction, inspection, 

lips, buildings, furniture and apparatus, and miscelianeous items) _ 

yer ever ‘except “ furniture and apparatus,” Pei ene 
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€ sums spent from each 
sum to the total cost of educa 
shoWn in the following statement :— 


Hoxrose from hich expenditure on 


Provincial Revenues . ° . 90,35,463 
Lyoal Funds . . . . 57,03,698 
Municipal Funds of ieats ‘ 14,46,174 


are not large. There was agair some small falling off in the Proportion of 
expenditure met from Municipal Funds, but the rise in the proportion met from 
fees and miscellaneous sources is satisfactory, On the whoie the Government 
of India consider that the results Summarized above point to a steady advance in 
the work of the Departments of _ Public Instruction during the year 1895-96, 


® —— 





Central Provinces OxpER.—Ordered that a co 'y of the above 

Bomber. Burma. Resolution be forwarded to te Local Goy- 

oe og end Oudh,| Gon” ernments and Administrations marginally 

Punjab. Hyderabad. noted, and the Department of Revenue and 
Agriculture for infoentition. 





Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Supplement to the 
Gazette of India. 


(True Extract.) 


J. P. HEWET?, 
Seoy. to the Govt. of India 





Abstract Return of Colleges, Schools, and Scholars in the several Pro 
) ost apeclgeane at the end of the offict it year 1805-90. 


[For Details see General Table 111.) 
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_ AREA AND POPULATION, 


* PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, 















*  |Usiversiry | ScHoor Epuca- mete 
Evucation. | TION, GengRat, Srecian, ’ 













blic Instity- 











Total . q.| 
area in square | , 2 
”, 5 
Pisa] zy / 7 
f4}g4| 22 | § 
1 4 to " 12 
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- INstITUTIONS— 5 
hp 
¢ For males $ To1,, 56 55741 P 
’ For females . 6,523 
Towns— Males— 
1,505. | 118,271,928 — -_—___ 
bi Vil Fomales— 
' « 572,873 
; Totat  . |14,705| 4,749) 533,481 3,710,684) 69,431| 522,904! 4,303,109 
Bea bhi nt Ry hella ah aaa l-goidg age is taken at 15 per cent, of the whole population, 
ba mech 
ie * a 
Bi ‘ ‘. . 








TOTAL DIRECT EXPENDITURE ON PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. — 














Senoor Epucarion, 
Genera. 


University Epuca- 
TION, 














































poe All other 
| Colleges. —_ 
For Males . | 23,4%,g02 9533075 | 95199.486 | 97,58,080  5559,809 | 11,605,714 | 243,062,406 saat 
canes 
For Females e | «$32,364 as 17,04,848 1,47,082 32,691 31,80,635 
é | 
bs ig F 
as r 
ae i i | } : 
ae e Torar —.« | 23,58,696 | 933075 | 1,13104:334 | 110951,700 | 7,06,891 | 11,98,405 | 2754g,Tor | 6,24379 
fata tn, | } 
i ash | 
; | | 
| 
of Provincial | ' 


nditure included in 
columns 2—17 to Total 
: incial expenditure 
‘on Public Instruction. 
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74 | 19°6 161 5 58 643) 9 





of Local Fund | . 


tee included in | i ‘ 
columns 2—17 to Total | ’ : 4 ? 

® Local Fund expenditure | * -% ie 

on Public Instruction. 1 *y | 

























~ ()—Percentages of Municipal 
Br expenditure olen ‘ 

‘columns 2-¥17 to Total! . 

Munici expenditure ° 
ic Instruction é 17 2 33°6 


ohn 






Exrenviturg 
On Pustic 
INsTRUCTion, 


. 


195:755 | 20,29,708 | 7,77,251 | 23,48,519 1,80,963 | 11,75,626| 75,22,201 


Z . =|” 
7770251 |, 23448,519 


1,80,963 11,75:626 | 75,22,201 | 3,50,65,302 | Totar. 





University Epucarion, 


Arts Colleges. Caan 



















































3 
3 3 | Average annual cost of educating each pupil in— > : J 
Aree Cost to Provincial Revenues ‘ : -| 176 0 9 Wall 19 3 13010 414 5- 
Government Institu- . | 5. en 
: tions. Cost to Local and Municipal Funds. 5 01011 1mm 3 38 9 om 2 
| , | 
Total Cost . 257 5 4 974 2 3 35 2 6 615 2 
, 
Fe | 
Cost to Provincial Revenues . . . eee oes 0 8 § O15 2 
Accal Fund Sehoosf |* , : 
Cost to Local Funds . ° 2 . *} oes ose 489 eH 
bY eres 
a eee i 
Total > rit | <a 877 4%2u | 
Cost to Provincial Revenues . . .| 37°3 8 oon 110 § 2936 
Municipa: Schools { H | 
Costto Municipal Funds .  .  , i, 26 3 8 | see 7 2 6) 391 
| | 
| | | 
Total Cost.) 138 611 | 


| ove 19 § © 6 nt 
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In ee ee -. + 9) ginag 6 | 
‘e ye States, Cost to Local and Municipal Funds. | 



















'( Cost to Provincial R. 4 | } 
heads : { inci evenues | 39 10 6 Hos 9 


Cost to Local and Municipal Funds. . 4 811 ove 






je, 





161 10 9 38 13 4 






+ Total Cost 





. . 


121 15 10 


rat 611 


3. Average annual cost of educating each pupil in— 
g2 8 5 Cost to Provincial Revenues . ; } 
374 Cost to Local and Municipal Funds. 


+ 


Total Cost, 


“ Cost to Provincial Revenues . 
Cost to Local Funds . 





Cost to Provincial Revenues . 
Cost to Municipal Funds 


. 


Total Cost. - 


Cost to Native State Revenues =~ 
Cost to Local and Municipal Funds 


Cost to Provincial Revenues . ‘ 
» Cost to Local and Municipal Funds 


Total Cost. 


‘Costito Provincial Revenues 
Local and Municipal Funds 
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Usiversiry Evucation— 
Arts Colleges— 





: Professional Training. 


Sckoor Epucation — Generat— 
steed Secondary Schools— 

he For Boys— 

ie HighSchools . . . , 
eS 

Wi’ 

Ee Middle Schools | 
For Girls— : 
ae High Séffools ‘ é ‘ . 


English 


Vernacular . 





E 5 Total 
Primary Schools— 


Total 


Scnoor Epucatiox—8recta,— 
Schools for Special Instruction ~ 





ing Schools for Masters , 
Ditto for Mistresses. - 
of Art “ 


ph Colleges or Departments of Colleges for 


English + 


Vernacular . ° 


Managed by Government. 


Number | Average 
Number | of scholars | Sumber on 
of institu- on the mostht 
tions, 


rolis ’ 
during the 
31st March, i 




















2 384 
. 14 1,618 
« 4 997 
‘ 4 649 591 
2 59 57 
I 44 37 
| 6,467 
130 32,664 32,066 26,857 
62 8,858 8,707 71138 
60 4977-| 4,716 39502 
: ! 
: | 7 813 794 676 
7 1 47 4i 31 
40 4 3769 3634 2,708 
| — 
300 51,128 49.958 40912 








7 362 17,866 17,311 13,378 
’ 120 6,672 6,498 4934 
*|* 482 24,538 23,809 18,312 
" 88 3147 |. 3,158 2812 
oI 308 295 |. 264 
5 1455 1,331 L011 
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to | 8 ; 
oe oe eee 
” et eee? ‘ 
| | s 
—_ } a 
ah i oe RA 163 
| * 
4 
61 14,891 | 14,338 12,055 
283 | 27684 | 26,630 | aaa if 
737 | 77821 | 76,345 61,319 
1 | 4 3) a1 | 
13| 995 974 787 | 
1,095 | 126425 | 118,918 96,511 





















Unpex PRivate Manacemenr, 
Fund 
Aided by Government y ed _s or ies 


University Evucation— \ 
Arts Colleges— 
5,905 5180 | English, ‘ 
91 | Oriental. 
Colleges or De artments of Colleges 
ai Profecigant Truining— 
Law. 
Medicine. 


Engineering. 


Teaching. 
Agriculture. 


6,310 | 5,500 | Total. 


_—_——_. 


ScHoot EDuCaTION—Generat— 
Secondary Schaois— ‘ 
For Boys— +3 


66,826 High Schools. 


; English 

rei zi } mda Schools, 

495733 Vernacular . z 
For Girls— 


6,858 High Schools. 
8.040 | English 


} Middle Schools. 
8,459 Vernacular . 


8,183 250.472 | 204,626 | Total. 

. Primary Schovls— 
96,185 | 54,266 144551622 | 1,195,939 | For Boys. 
7,982 4013 105,644 80,182 | For Girls, 


"104,167 58,279 1,561,266 | 1,276,121 | Total. 





eh Poe he i 


Rolarice Colleges, “Sch 


PUBLIC © INSTITUTIONS~ contd. 
Unver Private MANAGEMENT—cantd, 


CLASS OF INSTITUTIONS, 


| University Epvucatio 
Arts Colleges. 


. . . 


. . 


tments of Colieges for Pro- 


sstonal Training. 


. 


Total 


Scraoor Epucation—General. 


Ror * Secondary Schools. 
Tigh School 
‘ Middie Schools { nglis . 


Vernacula 
a High Schools | 


55349 42,023 
24,246 18,137 
r . 9,264 6,774 


ay: 408 


537 430 |, 


¢ English ro 
Middle Schools R a seeat . . 592 | - 422 


Primary Schools. 


Total . 99.473 86,292 68,200 


436,671 | 402,807 | 345:375 
13,807 12,898 10,182 


450.478 | 415,705 | 355/557 


Schools for Special Instruction. 


i Schools for Masters 
Ditto — for Mistresses 
Art A . 


and ‘Surveyi "a 
| urvey! s 
hools = bed ; . 


one 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Gazette of Endia: 





No. 9.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 18097. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


A Suppcement to the Gazette ov Inp1A will be published from time to time, containing such Official Papers and 
information as the Government of India may deem to be of interest to the Public, and such as my usefully be made 
tnown. The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be published in 
Part VI of the Gazette. 

Non-Subscribers to the Garett® may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a pavment of five Rupees per annum i 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The SorrLement and Part Vi of the Gazerre can also be su 
seribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 

No Official Orders or Notifications, the Publication of which in the Gazerre or INIA is required by Law, or whith 
it has been customary to publish in the CaLcutta Gazette, will be included in the SupetemENT. For such Orders and 
Notifications the rot of the GAtETTE must be looked to. 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 am on 
Saturday, February 13th, 1897. 


During the week under review two depressions of a somewhat ‘unusual 
character formed or appeared over North-Western and Central India and deter- 
mined the larger changes of weather in Northern India The first which w 
comparatively an unimportant disturbance appeared over North Bombay at the 
beginning of the week and marching rapidly eastwards passed into the Central 
Provinces on the 8th where it filled up to a large extent. It was but faintly 
indicated in the chart of the oth and the chief evidence of*its existence on that 
day was afforded by the abnormal variations of pressure over the Central Pro- 
vinces, During the 9th however a brisk to rapid downward movement of ‘the 
barometer took place over the whole of Baluchistan, North-Western India and 
the central parts of the country, and the feeble residual depression over the 
Central Provinces re-developed considerably. At the same time a fresh though 
slight depression formed over the Central Punjab. The barometric fall conti- 
nued during the succeeding twenty-four hours and the depressions hence 
increased both in intensity and extent. The depression of the barometer at the 
centre of the Punjab depression at 8 A.M. of the t1th exceeded two-tenths of an 
inch in amount, The Central Provinces depression remained unchanged in 
position during the next 24 hours while that over the Punjab advanced east- 
wards and was central near Umballa at 8 A.M. of the 12th. The barometer rose 
rapidly during the 12th over the whole of Northern and Central India atid there 
was no trace of either-depression to be found in the chart of the 13th. 
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© The Punjab depression oteasioned light to moderate raitmover the greater 
part of the Punjab and the adjacent districts of the North-Western Provinees: 
chiefly on the 1ith and 12th, and moderate to aye snow and rain on the 
North-West Himalayas. The snowfall was especially heavy at Dharamsala 
and Chakrata, measuring from two to three feet in depth. The Central Pro« 
ee depression gave fair rain to Bihar, Chota Nagpur, the adjoining districts 

the North-Western Provinces, North Bengal, and the eastern districts of the 
tral Provinces between the 11th and the 13th. 


Daily Summary —Sunday, 7th February.—The barometric changes ‘of 
the previous 24 hours were irregular in character and small in amount except 
locally in the North Konkan where pressure had given way briskly. Pressure 
was in slight to moderate defect in North Bombay and a very slight depression 
apparently existed over that region. The general distribution of pressure was of 

usual cold weather type, pressure decreasing from a maximum in the North- 

t Punjab to a minimum inthe south of the Indian region. Winds were 
anti-cyclonic in direction in North-Western India, easterly to south-easterly over 
the Central Provinces, and the centre and west of the Peninsula, south-westerly 
at the head of the Bay and irregular elsewhere. Calms were numerous in 
North-Eastern India, skies were more or less clouded in Baluchistan, North- 
Western India and parts of Bengal, and a few drops of rain had been received in 
Chota Nagpur and locally at Rawalpindi. Light snow had occurred in Kashmir. 
The.temperature conditions were abnormal over a large part of the country. 
The mean temperature of the previous 24 hours was normal in the Punjab, and in 
moderate to large excess in the remainder of the country. The excess averaged 
nearly 9° in Rajputana, and 7$°in Berar and the Central Provinces, and was due 
chedy to much higher nighi temperature than usual, 


Monday, 8th February,—Pressure had decreased briskly to rapidly in the 
West and Central Punjab, and the area of maximum pressure over that region 
had been displaced southwards to Sind and the Thur sort A slight fall of 
the barometer had occurred also in the Central Provinces to which area the feeble 
depression over North Bombay on the 7th had been transferred. Elsewhere the 
pressure changes were of no significance, and did not affect the general distri- 
bution of pressure to any considerable extent. Winds were feebly cyclonic 
over the central parts of the country, but were practically unchanged in most 
other places. Skies were overcast in Baluchistan and light to moderate rain had 
fallen in that area. Skies were partially clouded in parts of North-East India 
and light to heavy rain had been received in Chota Nagpur. Local thunder- 
showers had occurred at Barisal and Balasore, and at Colomoo. Temperature 
had fallen rapidly in Sind and Rajputana, but was stationary over the remainder 
of India and Burma, The mean temperature excee the normal in all 
districts excep" Sind and the South Punjab. The excess was greatest in the 
Central Provinces where it equalled 8°. 


ou» Tuesday, oth February.—Pressure had recovered briskly in the North- 
West Punjab, thus re-establishing high pressure conditions in that area. 
Pressure had increased slightly to briskly over the central and northern districts 
of the Central Provinces and the depression over that area had filled up 
considerably and was very faintly indicated im the chart. Pressure was in 
excess of the normal in North-West India and below the average over the 
remainder of the country. The deficiency was greatest in North Bihar, Orissa’ 
and Lower Bengal, where it slightly exceeded a twentieth of an inch in amount, 
ee. to westerly winds obtained down the Gangetic Piain, northerly. 
winds over Rajputana and North Bombay, south-westerly winds at the head of 
the Bay and variable winds in other parts. Heavy tain had fallen locally at 
Murree which had recorded 2°26 inches. Light rain had again fallen in: Chota« 
Nagpur and West Ceylon. Temperature had incre briskly in Sind and 
Rajputana and was above the hormal ovet the whole Indian area. The excess 
ranged from 24° in Madras and Bombay to6°in Bengal and the North-Western 
Provinces and 7° in Berar and the Central Provinces. The excess was due to 
slightly Higher day temperature and much higher night temperature than” 
usual. rey 
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Wednesday, _ hebruary.—Pressure had giv-n way over’ nearly the 
whole of the —briskly to eg in North-Western and Cenmil ladia 
and slightly to briskly ‘elsewhere With one or two unimportant exgeptions 
pressure was below the average throughout India and Burma, The deficiency 
was moderate to considerable in amount over a large part of the country and 
was absolutely greatest at Dera Ismail Khan where it averaged a seventfi of an. 
inch. The seabed depression over the Central Provinces had re-developed and 
a fresh depression had formed over the Central Punjab. In general pressure’ 
was uniform over the Indian region though slightly higher in Upper m 
than elsewhere. Northerly to easterly winds had set in over Lower Bengal 
and the head of the Bay. Over the central parts of the country the winds 
were governed by the depression over that region. Winds were still variable 
over the Punjab. Skies were more or less heavily clouded in Baluchistan, the. 
North-Western Provinces, Gujarat, Central India, Rajputana and Southern India. 
No rain had fallen anywhere in India beyond a few drops at Burdwan. Tem-. 

erature had diminished briskly in the North Western Provinces and Central 
seme med and had increased slightly in Burma. Elsewhere the temperature 
conditions were practically unchanged, 


Thursday, 11th February—Pressure had decreased briskly to rapidly over 
Baluchistan, the greater part of North-Western India, Bundelkhand and 
Baghelkhand, and was in considerable to large defect in these districts. It 
had decreased slightly to briskly in the Peninsula and was in moderate to con- 
siderable defect. The barometer had on the other hand increased slightly to 
briskly in Bengal and Assam, thus emphasizing the high pressure conditions in 
that area. The Punjab depression had increased both in intensity and extent 
and was central near Mvoltan where pressure was about two-tenths of an inth 
below the normal, The Central Provinces depression also covered a much 
larger area than on the preceding day. Winds were cyclonic over North- 
Western India, easterly and south-easterly up the Gangetic plain, northerl 
over Bengal and very variable elsewhere. Skies were more or less cloude 
over the whole of Northern and Central India, and light showers of rain had 
fallen in some parts of the Punjab, of the North-Western Provinces, Bihar, 
North Bengal and Chota Nagpur; and one or two showers in the Central 
Provinces and Rajputana. Light snow had oceurred in the Kashmir and 
Kumaon Himalayas. Temperature continued above the average generally, but 
the amount of excess was less than hitherto, 


Friday, 12th February.—1he Punjab depression had marched eastward 
during the previous 24 hours and at 8 A.M. lay over the East Punjab with its 
centre near Umballa. Pressure was unchanged at Umballa and Roorkee, had 
fallen slightly to briskly in the Simla and Chakrata Hills, and had increased 
briskly to rapialy over the greater part of Northern and Central India and 
Burma. In the Peninsula the changes of pressure were irregular and of no sig- 
nificance. Both depressions wete filling up fast. Pressure was Inghest im 
Bihar and Chota Nagpur and lowest in the extreme south, and the generahy 
distribution was hence still somewhat abnormal. Easterly winds had set in- 
over Lower Burma, but elsewhere the wind directions had hardly changed, 
Skies were clear in Baluchistan, Sind, Rajputana, Kathiawar and Central India, 
and were more or less heavily clouded in other districts Light to moderate rain 
had fallen in the Punjab, the Western and .. astern districts of the North-Western 
Provinces, Chota Nagpur and Bihar. The principal falls were 1°12 inches at 
Ludhiana, 0°86 inch at Roorkee, and o62 inch at Gaya. Heavy snow had 
occurred on the north-west Himalayas. The fall was heaviest at Chakrata 
where it measured nearly two feet in depth. Temperature had increased briskly 
in Burma, was stationary in Madras, and had decreased briskly to rapidly in 
other districts. 

Saturday, 13th February,—Pressite was stationary in Southern India, 
Bombay, and Lower Burma, had decreased slightly to briskly over Central and 
Upper Butma, Upper Assam, North and Central Bengal, Bihar and Chota 
Nagpur, and had increased briskly to rapidly in all other districts, Both. depres- 
sions had filled up completely and the general distribution had again becoime 
normal. Pressure was now normal in the Central Proviices, Assam and Lower 
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ight to considerable defect in the Peninsula, 

the average elsewhere. The excess was most marked in the Pt fet 
slightly sexceeded a tenth of an inch. Winds blew from re their normal 
directions generally. Skies were densely clouded in engal and parts of Burma, 
moderately clouded in the Central Provinces and the greater part of the Penin- 
sula, and free from cloud elsewhere. Sporadic showers had fallen in Northern 
India, Central Burma, and the Central Provinces, and moderate snow in the 
Norh Western Provinces Himalayas and the Simla Hills. Yamethin had 
obtained 1°55 inches of rain and Chakrata about ten inches of snow. Tempera- 
ture had decreased briskly in Upper India and was now in considerable defect 
in that area. Temperature was normal in Bombay, but exceeded the normal in | 
the remaining provinces. The excess was considerable in Madras and large in 
Burma, 

© Temperature.—The temperature conditions of the week were very abnormal 
ip character. The mean temperature exceeded the normal all over the country 
throughout the week except in North-Western and Central India and Bombay, 
where it was reduced below the average on the last two days of the week. The 
area of greatest excess lay over the Central Provinces during the first three 
days, over Bengal and Assam cn the ‘oth and 11th, and over Burma on the 
tath and 13th. [he increased temperature was due chiefly to the prevalence 
of much higher night temperature than usual, I'he mean temperature of the 
week was slightly above the average in the I’unjab and Bombay, moderately 
above in Madras, Sind, Rajpatana and Central India, and considerably above 
in the North-Western Provinces, Burma, Bengal and Assam. It was largely 
above the average in Berar and the Central Provinces. The following gives 
variation data for the week :— 
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Burma ‘ +677 | +60) 4571 





Bengal and Assam 2) 448 | +58 | +63 | +09 | +03 | +22] +2°3) +570 
North-Western Provinces and | 

Oudh . . a | $46 | +4°6 | +62 | +4°6 | +3°7 | #22) +13) +3'9 
Panjab . ° +10 | 1° | 43°3 | +3°0 | +46 |—or | —3°7) +13 
Bombay . . . .|) +2'0 | +28 | +26 | +2°7 | +13 | —0'O | ON) +1°5 
Central Provinces and Berar | +7°4 | +81 | +7°3. | +5°9 | +63 | +3°3 | +2) +58 
Central India and Gujarat «| +3°7 | +5°¢ | +5°7 | +48 | +21 | —12 | —0'3) +28 
Sind and Rajputana . .|47'2 | #2°2 | +40 | +3°7 | +2°9 | —-O'3 | —2°O] +2°5 
Madras. ° e «| +2 | 40° | 425 | +19 |} +30 | +42 | +40) +2°9 
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Rainfalt.—The precipitation of the week under review occurred in almost 
the same areas as during the preceeding week, but was more widely-spread and 
larger in amount. The disturbance which occasioned rain in North-Eastern 
India appeared over North Bombay at the conimencement of the week, and 
drifting eastwards passed into the Central Provinces, where it increased both in 
intensity and extent on the sothand ith. It broke up coiapletely before the 
13th without changing its position. North Bengal, Chota Nagpur, Bihar, the 
eastern districts of the North-Western Provinces and of the Central Provinces 
obtained light to moderate rain from the disturbance chiefly between the 11th 
and the 13th. A smart shower gave 1°66 inches of rain to Barisal on the 13th 
In the remainder of Bengal and Assam _ only local showers of little value were 
received. In the North-West the disturbance started asa very slight depres- 
sion in the Central Punjab on the 10th. _ It intensified considerably on the sith 
and advancing eastwards during the day passed into the East Punjab where it 
broke up during the 12th. The Punjab (excluding the south-eastern districts) 
and the western and submontane districts of the North-Western Provinces 

_received light to moderate rain chiefly on the 11th andi2th. Heavy snow fell in 


















hand 13th. The fall was especially heavy 
haramsala sured nearly three feet in depth. Light rain fell in 
Baluchistan 8th and oth and a slight pressure irregularity gave one or 
two thundershowers to Burma on the 13th. Practically no rain fell over the 
remainder of the country. 


“A reference to the first column of the accompanying rainfall statement 
will show that more or less rain was received during the week in thirty-nine of 
the rainfall divisions, but in the case of eighteen of these thirty-nine divisions 
the actual fall of the week averaged less thana tenth of an inch in amount. 
In the remaining twenty-one divisions the average amounts received ranged 
from o*11 inch in Deltaic Bengal to 1°87inchesin the North-Western Provinces 
Hills, and 1°98 in the Punjab Hills, and exceeded the normal to a slight extent in 
East and North Bengal, North Bihar, the sub-montane districts of the North- 
Western Provinces and the South, Central and West Punjab. The fall of the 
week was in moderate to considerable excess of the normal in Arakan, Chota- 
Nagpur, the Eastern districts of the North-Western Provinces, the Submontane 
and North Punjab and the eastern districts of the Central Provinces and in 
large excess in South Bihar, and the North-Western Himalayas. The defi- 
ones over the rainless area was very slight in amount and of no signi- 
cance. 


A considerable improvement has occurred in the state of the seasonal rain- 
fall in Chota Nagpur, South Bihar, the east-rn districts of the North-Western 
Provinces, North Bengal and the North-West Himalayas. ( 

The principal totals recorded during the week were 3°43 inches at 
Dharamsala, 3°03 inches at Khushalgarh (Kohat) 2°84 inches at Chakrata, 2°55 
inches at Champawat (Almora), and 2°32 inches at Bironkhal (Garhwal). 
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects of 
the Crops. 


Madras.— For week ending 20th February.—Rain has fallen almost through- 
out the presidency, but there were only a few light scattered showers in the affected 
parts of the Deccan. Elsewhere also the fall was very irregular, but on the whole 
it has been considerable in parts of Ganjam and in most parts of the Carnatic, 
Central and Southern districts and Malabar. Rain has most usefully replenished 
water-supplies in many places and should bring up some pasture in others. Some 
damage to the. standing crops is reported. Water-supplies are generally 
fair, but in parts of the Deccan they are very deficient. Standing crops, except 
in Deccan, ute generally in good condition, but there they are mostly bad. The 
harvest is yielding a fair outturn in the southern half of the presidency. Pas- 
turage is scarce and fodder is gener. lly dear, but cattle are only suffering as yet 
in parts of the Deccan. Prices are slightly easier in parts of the Circars andWest 
Coast and almost stationary elsewhere except in parts of the Deccan where they 
are dearer. he numbers on relief works are :—Relief workers :—in the Deccan 
46,916; gratuitously relieved, mostly dependants at kitchens :—Ganjam gog, 
Deccan 3,272. No poor-houses are open. The numbers otherwise relieved are :— 
7,000 weavers in the Deccan ; test workers in Ganjam 1,629. Total relieved :-— 
workers §5,545, gratuitously 4,181. Total number in receipt of relief :--59,726. 
Increase is general except in Cuddapah, where there is a decrease. Particulars 
as to sex and age are not available. Prices by which wages are regulated are :— 
Ganjam 12}, Kurnool and Bellary 13}, Anantapur 14, Enddapah 17 seers per 


rupee. 

Bombay — For week ending 24th February.—Rain has fallen in Bijapur, 
Belgaum, Dharwar, and Kanara. The standing crops have been slightly damaged 
by drought and frost in four talukas of Karachi and by frost in one of Hyderabad ; 
otherwise they are thriving in Sind and Gujarat, but are indifferent elsewhere. 
The crops recently sown have withered or are withering in Nasik, Ratnagiri, 
Poona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Belgaum, and Dharwar, The autumn harvesting 
is completed except in Khandesh. Reaping of late crops is in progress in the 
Panch Mahals, Broach, Surat, Khandesh, Nasik, Thana, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, 
Satara, Bijapur, Rajkot and Baroda. Fodder is sufficient except in the Deccan, 
Karnatic, Shikarpur and parts of Karachi and Baroda. The grain supply is 
generally sufficient in affected districts. Cotton picking continues in Broach, 
Surat, Raikor, and Baroda. The condition of the agricultural stock is de- 
teriorating in Pvona, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Bijapur, and Dharwar; 
healthy elsewhere except in parts of Shikarpur, Hyderabad, Broach, 
Khandesh, Nasik, Thana, Ratnagiri, and Kanara. Prices are rising in parts of 
Poona, Sholapur, and Bijapur, falling in parts ot Surat and Bijapur, stationary in 
the Panch Mahals, Kaira and parts of Surat, Poona, and Bijapur. The prices of 
staple food-grains in the affected districts are :—Dharwar 13}; Belgaum 11; 
Bijapur 10$ ; Sholapur 10} ; Ahmednagar 10} ; Poona and Satara g$; Nasik 9} ;» 
Khandesh 9}; Kolaba 7} seers per rupee. The average daily numbers on™ 
relief works including non-working children are :—Bijapur 80,496 ; Sholapur 
100,800 ; Ahmednagar 89,382 ; Poona 22,109 ; Nasik 33,793 ; Satata 30,997 ; 
Khandesh 34,458 ; Belgaum 3:753- Total 395,788, of which 275,687 are relief 
workers and 120,101 non-working children. Of relief workers, excluding those 
in Satara and Ahmednagar, details for which are not reported, 58,716 are men, 
83,417 women, 48,263 children. The numbers on gratuitous relief are :—Bijapur 
5,408 including 46 persons im one poor-house, Sholapur 6,559, Ahmednagar 
10973 Poona 2,623 ; Nasik 105 ; Satara 14; Belgaum 487, Total 16,293, of 
which, excluding figures for Ahmednagar, 8,222 are men, 4,500 women, and 3,475 
children, Total number in receipt of relief 412,081. 
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~“Behgal.—For week endinerthe 220d. tet 
“rain in South ggstand igs ngal, Orisee ed C 
The rain has to some extent be: d the spting ¢ and ha’ 
ing for the autumn crops. Spring rice ‘is doingewell.-. In Bitarythe, harvesting 
of spring crops and the gathering of opium have begun. The pressing of sugar- 
cane is still going on. The fodder-supply is generally sufficient. The want 
of drinking water is beginning to be felt in some districts. In the distressed 
districts the prices of the food-grains on which the relief wages are based 
are ;—Nadia (common rice) 9 seers, Khulna (common rice) 10 seers, Rajshahi 
(common rice) 10 seers, Patna (common rice) 11 seers, Shahavad 10} seers, 
Saran (Indian-corn) 9 seers 14 chitaks, Champaran (Indian-corn) 10 seers, ” 
Muzaffarpur (Indian-corn) 10 seers, Darbhanga ladiseseord) 10 seers, Bhagal- 
pur (common rice) ro seers. These figures show a slight fall in Rajshahi and 
Patna, and a slight rise in Champaran ; elsewhere prices were stationary. 

The numbers on relief works and in receipt of gratuitous relief on Saturday, 
the 20th February, were:—Relief Works—Nadia 6,499 (men 3,252, women 
1,036, children 2,211), Khulna 351 (men 274, women nil, children 77), Raj- 
shahi 580 (men 509, women nil, children 71), Shahabad 1,175 (men 456, 
women 414, children 305), Saran 15,343 (men 4,240, women 5,271, children 
5,832), Champaran 107,502 (men 47,073, women 37,035, chilaren 23,394), 
Muzaffarpur 21,355 (men 11,917, women 5,308, children 4,130), Darbhanga 
139,064 (men 54,329, women 61,269, children 23,466), Bhagalpur 6,208 (men 
3,203, women 2,120, children 885), Palamau 2,602. Total 300,679, against 
300,763 in the previous week. Gratuitous relie_—Nadia 1,456 (men 279, 
women 891, children 286), Khulna 727 (men 107, women 374, children 246), 
Patna 40 (men 17, women 15, children 4), Shahabad 5,782 (men 1,303, 
women 2,550, children 1,929), Saran 15,772 (men 3,020, women 9,238, 
children 2,914), Champaran 27,880 (men 5,244, women 10,354, children 
12,282), Muzaffarpur 4,823 (men 1,193, women 1,965, children 1,665), Dar- 
bhanga 51,273 (men 9,717, women 26,548, children 15,008), Bhagalpur 286 
(man 1, women nil, children 285), Palamau 409, Manbhum 2,403. Total 
110,851, against 104,270 in the previous week. Grand total on Government 
relief 411,530, against 405,033 in the previous week. Privaté relief—Relief 
Works— Darbhanga Raj 21,097 (men 14,525, women 4,705, children 1,867) ; 
Hatwa 5,084, Gratuitous relief—Darbhanga Raj 12,221 (men 2,525, women 
5,800, children 3 896); Hatwa 790. Rest of Saran District 1,177. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—For week ending 24th 
February.—Save for a light shower in Pilibhit, there was no rain during the 
week, but somewhat unfavourable westerly winds. The spring crops continue 
to promise well, Cane-pressing continues and the harvesting of arhar (Cajanus 
indicus) and the early crops has begun in several districts The numbers in 
receipt of relief on Saturday, the 20th February 1897, in nineteen districts 
officially recognised as distressed were as follows :—Agra 33,505 ; Etawah 20,449; 
Cawnpore 106,010 ; Banda 192,981 ; Hamirpur 70,999 ; Allahabad. 185,541 ; 
Jhansi 51,601 (incomplete) ; Jalaun 95,461 ; Mirzapur 45,543; Jaunpur 71,761; 
Gorakhpur 41,301 ; Azamgarh 19,932; Lucknow 97.154; Unao 57:300; Rae 

Bareli 90,390 ; Sitapur 68,824 ; Hardoi 150,243 ; Barabanki 33,294; Fatehpur 
34,592 ; total 1,467,931. This total is distributed as follows among . the 
various methods of relief prescribed by the Famine Code which are in 
operation :—employed on eebal works 969,921 ; relieved as dependants 234,473; 
“telieved in poor-houses 41,448 ; relieved under other provisions of the Famine 
“Code 222,089. The numbers relieved in eighteen districts which are under 
sobservation, but not yet officially recognised as distressed, were on the same 
‘date as follows :~-relieved on test works 120,033; relieved’ in poor-houses 
14,601 ; relieved under other provisions of the Code 18,877 ; total 153,511. 
The grand total in receipt of relief on the last day of the week was therefore 
1,621,442. Supplies are generally sufficient. Fodder is somewhat scarce in 
places. Prices are fluctuating The marketis very sensitive owing to slightly 
abnormal weather. he prices of the staple grain on which the famine wage is ee 
eecod rar from 9} to 11 seers per rupee in the districts officially recognised 
as distressed. an 
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: fell during the week. 
1 spring are in progtess. The land’ 
is being p ; th atitamn c The outturn of irrigated crops 
are generally reported in d- condition except in parts‘of Kohtak, where 
well water is brackish, - Prospects are said to be good to average. The crops 
on dry land are still suffering from want of more rain in certain districts. More 
rain is still wanted in the Delhi division as well as in the Shahpur andDera 
Ismail Khan districts. Th: stock of grains his been exhausted in Hissar and 
Delhi, where imports are meeting requirements. The stock with the cultivators 
of Amritsar and Gujranwala is insuthcient. Rape and gram crops are still being 
damaged by caterpillars in Ferozpore. Westerly winds are blowing in the 
Rohtak and Gurgaon districts and are likely to damage the crops. Cattle 
are generally reported in poor condition; they are said to be good to fair in 
Gurgaon, Umballa, Ferozpore, Amritsar and Sialkot; six cattle died of star- 
vation in Rohtak, Fodder is sufficient in Umballa and scarce elsewhere. The 
average daily number of persons on relief works and dependants, etc., are as 
follows :—Reliet workers—20,452 men, 18,028 women, 12,212 children; de- 
pendants—325, 416 and 9,426; relieved in poor-houses :—34%, 349 and 247; 
otherwise relieved—2,037, 2,448 and 1,101 ; test workers—266, 152 and 120; 
respectively. In addition to the above, the number for which no detail is given 
by the District officers is as follows:—Relicf workers 31,108, dependants 
18,290 and otherwise relieved 1,292, The total number of workers, dependants, 
etc., -in this province was therefore 118,617. Prices are generally high and are 
showing a tendency to rise again in most districts ; they remained stationary in 
Mooltan, Lahore, Sialkot and Rawalpindi districts. Wheat is selling from 74 to 
10 seers; gram 8} to 10}; bulrush millet 83 to 11}; great millet 9} to 11; and 
maize g to 11} seers per rupee. Prices of staple food-grains on which the famine 
wage is reckoned are:—Rohtak gram 10 and great millet 11 seers; Gurgaon 
bulrush millet 8$ and in Delhi 8}; Karnal gram 83, maize 9; Umballa maize 
10; Ferozpore great millet 12; Mooltan wheat 94; Lahore wheat 10 and maize 
10}; Gujrat maize flour 8 seers per rupee. 
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Central Provinces.—For week ending 23rd February.—The weather 
is somewhat cloudy. There was 1°70 rain in Bilaspur and § cents in Sambal- 
pur. The days’ are hot and nights cool. The harvesting of spring crops 
continue. Prospects are generally fair. They have been improved in Mandila 
by the recent clear cold weather, and a 16-anna outturn is now expected 
in that district. The wheat crop is poor in parts of the Nimar District. 
Cloudy weather has induced insects in gram and pulse in parts of Chanda, 
Bhandara and Balaghat and injured the mohwa (Bassia éatifolia) flowers 
in Balaghat. The recent rain has also somewhat damaged crops which 
were cut but not stacked in Raipur. Prices are generally steady with a. 
slight rise in Saugor and a slight fall in Jubbulpore and some other dis- 
tricts. Fodder is getting somewhat scarce in parts of Seoni, Hoshanga- 
bad, Nagpur, and coe ili The numbers on relief works have increas- 
ed in Jubbulpur, Mandla, Seoni, Betul, Nagpur, Chanda, Bhandara, Balaghat, 
Raipur and Bilaspur, and have decreased in Saugor, Damoh, Narsinghpur, 
Hoshangabad, Chhindwara, and Nimar. Fluctuations are occurring accord- 
ing as harvest operations are diminishing or expanding. The numbers on 
relief works are:—Saugor 24,677, Damoh 18,754, Jubbulpore 74,583, Mandla 
19,665 Seoni 6,895, Narsinghpur 16,223, Hoshangabad 21,271, Nimar 416, Betul 
13,385, Chhindwara 6,094, Nagpur 1,209, Chanda 2,729, Bhandara 11,849, © - 
Balaghat 10,474, Raipur 13,278, Bilaspur 9,495; total 250,897 and the — 
numbers receiving gratuitous relief are:—Saugor 13,369, Damoh 4;06 
Jubbulpore 16,155, Mandla 3,072, Seoni 1,909, Narsinghpur 7,368, Hoshangd 
bad 7,339, Nimar 403, Betul 1,454, Chhindwara 2,582, Nagpur 1,115, Chanda 
363, Bhandara 3,042, Balaghat 4,198, Raipur 4,140, Bilaspur 3,074; total 
73,679. Yotal number in receipt of relief 324,576 Complete details of de- 
pendants not yet available. There were also 69,556 on railway and private 
works in Saugor, Damoh, Jubbulpur, Chhinawara, Balaghat, and Bilaspur. 
Prices of staple: food-grains on which the famine wages are based are:— 
Saugor and = sae a 9%; Damoh, Narsinghpur and Betul 10; Mandla 8}; 
Seoni, Hoshangabad and Bilaspu :10}; Nimar 10}; Chhindwara 12; Nagpur 
e wh Chanda 11}; Balaghat 8 and Raipur 9} seers per rupee. . 
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Burma.—For*meck Bott February—l 1 threshing 
and Fomor ayia ay £ Upper Burma cultivation of dry ddy 
Ss 


island crops continues: Prospects of dry weather paddy and miscell 
island crops are generally good, but in t Amarapura township, Mandalay, two- 
thirds. of the miscellaneous crops are withering from drought and the tobacco 
crop is being injured by caterpillars. Rain is badly wanted for the dry weather 
paddy on high lands in Bhamo. The price of paddy has risen slightly in Thongwa 
and Myaungmya and fallen slightly in Pegu, Henzada and Amherst ; elsewhere: 
stationary. Numbers on relief works are :—Meiktila 1 ,,379, Myingyan 9,1115 
on gratuitous relief, Meiktila 2,450, Myingyan 2,085, Yamethin 338. Total 
number on relief 27,363. Price of rice:—Meiktila 8 seers 12 chittacks, Myingyan 
g seers 5 chittacks per rupee, 


“Agsam.—For week ending 23rd February.—Slight rainfall in all dis- 
tricts except Goalpara, Kamrup, Nowgong and the Garo Hills. Rain is wanted 
for early rice sowing in Kamrup and Nowgong. Ploughing for early rice, * 
ressing of sugatcane and pruning of tea continue. Mustard is being gathered. 
Prices : common rice Silchar 9}. Sylhet 103, Gauhati 10, Tezpur 103, and Sib- 
sagar 10 seers per rupee, Fodder is insufficient in Cachar, the Naga and Khasi 
Hills and in parts of the Kamrup distnct. Water is scanty in Nowgong and the 
Naga Hills. 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 24th F ebruary,—MYSORE :— 
97 cents rain in the civil and military station and slight rain in other parts. Prices 
have risen in four districts and have fallen slightly in Kolar and Chitaldrug, 
Paddy is being harvested in parts of Chitaldrug. 


CoorG :—Heavy rain in south Coorg. Coffee blossoming in parts. No 
crops on the ground. Prices of food-grains normal. Water and fodder for 
cattle sufficient, 


Berar and Hyderabad.—For week ending 23rd February.—BERAR :— 
The weather is warm. Standing crops are in fair condition, The harvesting of 
wheat, gram and linseed is in progress. Breaking u of land for next monsoon 
crop continues. Scarcity of fodder and water me and prices for food-grains 
have risen in all districts. 19,318 persons were employed on relief works during 
the week. Prices:—Akola 10, Basim 10}, Melghat 84 seers per rupee. 


HYDERABAD :—Rainfall during week 22 cents, total from ist January 

49 cents. The harvesting of the spring crop continues. Scarcity of fodder 
and pasture and of water-supply prevails. Relief measures continue in Gul- 
axe: Raichur, and Naldroog. Aggregate number of persons employed 2,547. 
“EPrices :—Wheat 8; coarse rice 7; and jowari 112 seers per current sicca rupee. 


Central India,—For week ending 23rd February.—No rain fell in 
Central India during the week. Agricultural operations completed in Bundel- 
khand and Baghelkhand and in progress in other agencies. The spring crops 
are in good condition in Baghelkhand, Malwa and in parts of Gwalior and Bun- 
delkhand ; fair in Bhopal and Bhopawar ; indifferent and bad in other parts of 
Gwalior and Bundelkhand. Agricultural stock in good condition in Baghel- 
khand, Malwa and four districts of Gwalior; fair in Bhopal; indifferent in 
Ving ma _Bundelkhand and some districts of Gwalior. Pasturage is fair in Bhopal and 
Salva; good in Baghelkhand and in two districts of Gwalior; sufficient in 
opawar and indifferent in Bundelkhand and some districts of Gwalior. 
wPrices are above normal in Malwa and Bhopawar; fallen slightly but still 
high in Baghelkband ; ‘steady elsewhere. Opium crops are in fairly good con- 

dition in Gwalior, Bhopal, Malwa, and Bhopawar. The number of persons — 
employed on famine relief works were :—In Gwalior 27,735 ; Bundelkhand 19,694 ; 
Baghelkhand 70,39: ; on gratuitous relief :—In Gwalior 7,459 ; in Bundeluhand 

, 4674 5, in Baghelkhand 3,937. Total number in receipt of relief 133,890. 

he prices of staple food-grains are :—10 to 10} in Gwalior and 41 seers per 
». tupee in Baghelkhand ; not reported from Bundelkhand. 


~ 


cag Ne | 






























pore ; thriving in Karauli; fairly satisfactory in ‘Kherwara; and poor in’ 
“ap Dhel The ‘os ing crops are 2 ganged in todd Eoeditiae except fb Dhol- 
eee Meywar. Harvests are g 
able in. Jeypore. Cattle are generally in good condition except in Bhurtpore. 
Pasturage or Settee tailing, es aitgias aad Bhurtpore ; scarce in some tehsils 
of J e and sufficient elsewhere... Prices are falling in Marwar, Pertabgurh, 
and Meywar; steady elsewhere. The number of persons on relief works 
was:—Marwar 5,319, Kotah 1,113, Dholpur 5,364, Bhurtpore 121, Bikanir 
4,378, and Jaisulmere 845, and on Grnnsoes relief :—Marwar 1,168, Bhurtpore 
651, Bikanir 581, Jaisulmere 13. ‘Total numbers in receipt of relief 19,553. 

e prices of the staple foodegrains on which the famine wages are based 
are:—Marwar 8$; Kotah 14$; Dholpur 11 seers 4 chittacks; Bhurtpore 
9 seers 6 chittacks; Bikanir 8 seers 14 chittacks; and Jaisulmere 8 seers g 
«chittacks per rupee. 


Kashmir.—For week ending 23rd February.—Weather cloudy. Prices 
continue below normal, Price 24 seers per rupee. 


Nepal.—For week ending 20th February.—Nights frosty. Days dry 


with high winds. Spring crops promise well. Ground being broken up for 
early rice, Prices 7$ seers per rupee. 


The total numbers in receipt of relief during the preceding and present 
weeks are as follows :— 








Name of Province. |~ 















Madras. «| 43,508 5 s103 48,545) 11,181 | 59,726, + 4,623 
Bombay . «+1 342,036 358,438 | 395,785) 16,293 | 412,081) + 53,643 
Bengal =. «| 300,763 435,933 | 300,679) 180,851 | 411,530 —23,503 
‘North-Western 


“Provinces and 
~ Oudh . = «| 1,250,258 




















; 1,529,931 |1,324,427) 297,015 |1,621,442/ +91,518 
Punjab . . 78,712 109,594 | 140,795) 7,822 | 118,617) + 9,02 
Central Provinces 250,897) 73,679 | 324,576] +17,52 
Burma é hstveee 22,490| 4,873 | 27,363|— 2,0 
‘Berar ; , 10,318}... 10,318) + 
Hyderabad . é 3,547| .. 2,547| + 2; 
Central India, 117,820] 16,070 | 133,890] + 38,063 
‘Rajputana . ° 17,140) 2,413 19,553| — 2,28 
TOTAL «| 2,393,796 | $54,279 | 2,948,075 |2,07,446) $40,197 |3,141,643| +193,568 





T. W. HOLDERNESS, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of Indian 
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1,733 | 12518,007 1,734 | 11,72,000 77:37:951 | 74,55,000 
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‘DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGI 
- (FAMINE) 
* 


Y helea: of the number of persons in receipt of relief in districts affeoted by scareity. 








—The figures are compiled from the Local Gazettes, and give the District details of the Provincial totals published woekly in the Crop 


; Summary in in the Gazette of Indi 
rit ohildren and other dependants of relief workers are classed as on relief works when distinguished in the lool returas fs 
, relieved in poor-houses or ut their homes. z 
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4 Gra- 4 Gra- Gra- 
Relief “ ira ’ 
works. | Saag" | Toh tees | tel ore. | 
2,825 | 6,638 | 8,963 7,311) 9,43 
3,620 268 | 3,883 364) 6,60 
22,860 | 2,853 | 25,713 3,685 |, 83,15 
3,306 873 | 3,679 337 
wal | 125 125 498}. 1.89 
_—- 
33,926 s2101 | 10,252 | 42,363 11,595 | 5,101 
a * ‘s 
Wise 77,472 | 76,507 | 4,982 | 81,439 6,216 | 89,891 
F : 70,876 | 88.482 | . 3,729 | 87,211 6,138 | 100,801 
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- | 115,770 16,932 {116,433 















2040| 2040 | 2274) em 833 | 3088) 2,177 |. 2050 | 

— 4810| ‘912| 6722) 6060) 770 sore | 7as? 1,872 | 658 

5 . : ‘ 490 6 495 687 36 125 309 aie 80 8 
: + tl aero] sais| 193004 23 aii | 12,070 $f ve 

* . . A A 6 ( 14,099 198 | 28,29 

s = ~~ 1} 108%581 | 61584 | 155.116 | 135,644 | 55,283 pyres Bom isles 216,08 
: 23,042 | 2.549 


7,129 
89 


mse 
11 |: 
2,10 


$17,670 


Ferozpur 
Multan 
Lahore 


Sialkot 
Gujrat 
Gujranwala 
Rawalpindi 
Ludhiana 


Torat Poxsas 


Narsinghpur . 
Hosbangabad 
— 

oo oN 


Toran Cenrnan Pnov- | 


‘| 30,18 | 
| 885 | 





308 | 
oe 
284,133 = ae 





2, 718 | 
233 | 
1,877 
291 | 


113 


20,7 19 


178 2 
a | 


INcEs 4 » «| 304,879 





tous 


relief. 


6,715 


| 15,177 
7 Pay 





Total, 


10,863 
9,147 
1,616 
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{GRAND TOTAL FOR | | 
ALL PROVINCES . 1,601,562) 395,419 2,086,981 ‘we 464,634 |2,470,310 pae.tes 496,735 | 
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T. W. HOLDERNESS, _ 
U PGth February 1897. Deputy Becretary to the Government of Ini 
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“STATISTICS OF THE TRADE OF INDIA WITH TURKISTAN AND CHANG THANG 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING THE 3ist MARCH, 1896. 


No. 455, dated Leh, the rath August, 1896. 
From—Captain G, C. TRENCH, Assistant to the Resident in Kashmir for Leh, 
Ladakh, 
To—The Resident in Kashmir, Gulmarg. : 


I have the honour to forward herewith, for transmission to the Government 
of India, the statistics ot the trade of India with Chinese and Russian Turkistan 
and Tibet for the year ending 31st March 1896, 

Note.—There has been a satisfactory increase in the trade during the part 
financial year, % 

The total value of the trade which passed through Leh during the year 
under report amounts to R62,16,177-12, and this exceeded in value by over 
two lakhs of rupees the total of last year, and is more than equal to the total 
revenue of Kashmir. : 

This steady expansion can be attributed to the increased interest in com- 
mercial matters on the part of the Government of India, and to the extra atten- 
tion our traders receive in Kashgar, the mart of export trade, by the presence 
of Mr, Macartney, the Assistant to the Resident in Kahmir, -and the gradual 
improvement to the road between Srinagar and the borders of China. 

Much, however, remains to be done, towards tmproving a road which crosses 
four passes of between 17 and 18,000 feet high, besides barren deserts and rocky 
beds of rivers. If funds were available for the improvement of this road, more 
benefit could be given to a larger number of traders than at present through the 
three Assistants to the Resident in Kashmir, stationed as they are at Srinagar” 
and Kashgar, the termini of the route, and at Leh which is the half-way halting - 
place and market of exchange. a 

There is no doubt that with increased interest and improved roads the steady 
expansion which the figures show might grow into a trade of much import- 
ance. 

The subjoined table gives the figures for the past ten years, and it will be 




















































seen that the trade is more than double what it was five years ago, : 4 
eee == =—==— = = a | 
Yuan. Torat. og 
ae se 
‘ - R a »p 
1886-87 . ‘ +} 16,52,413 0 © 12,32,229 0 oO 28 84,642 0 © 
1887*88 ° ° «| 17,16,245 © o 17,12,328 0 oO 34,28,573 0 o 
1888-89 ms F +] 1353845 0 o 12,12,030 © 0 25,065,875 o o 
1389-90 . . -| 16,00,580 0 o 15,13,626 0 o 31,14,206 0 o 
1890-91 ~* i +; 15.25,483 0 0 14,40,906 0 oO 29,606,389 0 o 
1bgi-g2 ° . . 15,653,278 0 o 14,47,840 0 © 39,13,118 0 © 
189293 eee] FN95141 © 0 | 85,901,544 © © | 33,86,685 0 © 
1893-94 ‘ + | 31;54,2§2 0 0 18,37,375 © © | 39,9627 0 0 a ie 
1894-05 5 . +| 31,065,218 4 0 28,50,102 12 0 60,15;322 0 o .- 
1895-96 a % - | 33,20,75t 10 0 28,95,426 2 © 62,160,177 12 0 
TOTAL + | 1,98,49,206 14 1,77,33,406 14 375,823,683 12 & 
° 
oe 





19,84,920 11 © | 17,735,340 11 © | 37,58,261 6 ” 











The schedule belon 
two years betrcen ae, 





Year. 


Import from. 1 1894-95 


1895-99 


tome {BSS 


gives the value and direction of the trade for the past 
Chinese Turkistan and Tibet. es 


«| 17,31,680 8 
«| 18,17,870 © 


+ | 13,14,193 12 
‘| 12,605,006 





———— 










125745700 
12,935246 


14,409,599 
15,08,074 





Increase R2,00,850-12. 


“satisfactory increase 
*. The exports to 


figures the 


Lhassa, 


increase 


we should have an entire monopoly. 


There is no doubt that trade between Lhassa, the unvisited capital of 
Tibet, and India might be considerably increased ; reports state that Tibet 
contains gold, and its wool is already famous, while Lhassa itself might become 
the place of exchange for English, Indian and Chinese goods. 
ds the three routes to Lhassa available by a western power, 

vig., vid Leh, Nepal and Sikkim, and none of these routes are fully developed 

to the advantage of commerce. 

' To quote from a speech recently made by Lord Salisbury to a deputation of 

the as<ociated Chambers of Commerce, he says: ‘‘ What I valueis the addition 
of so many free markets of the world to the commerce of the country : looking 

at the matter from that point of view, there is nothing that interests us more than 

this attempt to obtain access to the markets of China from behind where 


India comman 


Exports and Jmports.—During the year und 
ports amounted to R33,20,751-10, as against 
year, and the exports amounted to R28 95,426-2, as against R 28,50,102-12. 
The imports from Ind’a and Turkistan both show a 


practically we are almost without a rival.” 


4. Piece-goods.—T here was an advance of R53,560 in the value of the 
factured cotton as compared with last year, 

The total exports to Turkistan of English goods amounted to R7,27,000 
and that of Indian manufactured cotton to R48,060. The amount of English 
manutactured goods is nearly double that of five years ago, and three times as 
much as ten years ago ; the following figures will show the steady increase under 


trade in European manu 


this head :— 


Year. 
1886-87 
1887-88 
1888-8y 

e 1889-90 
1890-91 

t 1891-92 
1892-93 

1893-94 

189, “95 

1895-96 


This year’s total calculated at 


. 








Turkistan and Chang Thang have also risen. 
to the trade with Tibet calls for special remarks. 
Although only a small amount of this trade is between Leh and the capital 
and the majority with the nomad people inhabiting the western 
highlands of Tibet known as the Chang Thang plains, it is nevertheless an 
exchange of goods with a country where not counting the imports from China 


: the rate of exchange would 
ten £392 to 40,000, and seeing the now fairly established markets in Turkistan 
with its tendency to increase, | would call the special attention of all Chambers 
of Commerce, or perhaps more especially those more directly interested in 
cotton manufactured articles, to the Leh tradeeroute, and Turkistan, as an out- 
let for their goods, An interest on their part in this backway to *~ i 

; 2 ¢ 


31,65,218 4 
33,20,751 10 


28,50,102 12 
28,95.426 2 





Rk 
1,75,897 
3,903,120 
439,760 
3119,840 
3,01,280 
3,80,820 
3,88,620 

129,920 
173,440 
7527,000 


amount to 
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er report the total value of im- 
R31,65 218-4 in the previous 
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direct pores ei between the Chambers of Commerce, through the British 
oint Commissioner at Leh, and the Assistant to the hee of Kashmir at 
hgar, and the traders engaged in carrying and sellin ‘these goods would 
be of inestimable advantage and give great encouragement to those whose 
interest it is to open new markets for Englind’s manufactured articles. 
... A description of the existing road and its capabilities of future improve- 
ment will be found in the general remarks at the end of this trade report. 
Drugs and medicines.—The higher prices of charas in India from 
R60 to R80 and Rioo per maund is not the only cause of the increase of 
R1,17,263-10 over that of previous years, during which the price remained at 
R6o per maund, but it was known that the Government of India had deter- 
mined at the same time to impose a tax on this intoxicating drug, and it was 
with a view to speculating in this commodity before the tax was imposed that 
many traders brought down larger quantities than usual, 
The actual number of maunds imported was 6,106 maunds 5 seers and 12 
chittacks, as against 4,151 maunds ¢o seers. 
ue The import figures of charas for the last five years in rupees are as 
ollows :— 


Ra. p. 
1891-92 ° ; : ; A - , . 2,380,385 0 0 a 
1892-93 s ; ; er he oe . 1,091,568 0 0 
1893-94 . ° ‘ : ; 5 ; . 2,18,886 0 o 
1894-95 ’ . . . ° e ‘ - 2,49,105 0 O 
1895-90 ‘ ' . FS te Z . 3,06,368 to oF 


The Government of India have now decided to impose a tax of Rao a 
maund on this drug this year, and from January 1st, 1897, a tax of R80 per 
maund. What may be the result of this tax it is now hard tosay. The Govern- 
ment of India in their notification to the merchants state that arrangements 
will be made under which they will be able without paying any duty to conve 
the charas to warehouses at certain convenient centres where it would be stored, 
as in a bonded warehouse ; the duty will be paid when the charas is removed 
from the warehouse. The burden of the tax will not, it is expected, fall on the 
trader but the consumer. F 

If there is no diminution in the import, the Government of India will from 
the figures of last year’s report get a revenue of R1,20,000 and at R80 a 
maund of R4,80,000. , 

6. Dyeing material.—The increased demand for this dye at Yarkand caused” 
"a very large increase in the import of indigo as compared with the previdus 
year. The figures for the past four years are as follows :— 


R 
1892-93 5 elt Ct . . ~ 38,865 
1893-94 . . " ‘ ‘ + 41,850 
1894 95 ° ° ‘ : 3 . 44,280 
1895-96 . . . . . - 88,275 


The trade in indigo is fluctuating, and depends largely on prices ruling in 
Yarkand, which again depend on the amount that is taken from India. Last 
year the price in Yarkand for indigo being as high as R5 a seer, the 
merchants took large quantities, and a corresponding fall is expected th's year, 

The indigo is used by the hand weavers of Yarkand and Kashgar, who 
weave the blue stuffs which are worn by all Chinamen. 

This trade is not capable of very large cay ant, for indigo is more 
easily imported into China from India by the ports than by the back-way through 
Leb. ~ 


since last year, owing to increased demand and better prices in Yarkand, 
past four years’ figures are quoted below :— 


R &@ p. 
1892-93 mes ; - - x * ‘ % Shee °° 
SG dere eats gran” Ee 
SE oe A ak Rees SO 
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ie 


7. Hides and shins. —The trade in skins has, too, increased by RG, 38408 , 
e 


ag 









~ 


et The increase of R6,000 in skins which consists of otter, fox, etc, and 
~~ other kinds suitablefar trimming coats, is due chiefly to the very high pricesof 
Rasen furs, whic now finding a better field for salein the West than inthe: 
ast. Preity 
The better class women in Yarkand, Kashgar, wear enormous hats lined 
and turned up with good fur ;—formerly beaver and otter from Russia. These - 
hats are about 18 inches to 2 feet wide at the top, and cost with Russian fur® 
R80 to Riso. 

-. Since the introduction of cheaper furs from India the demand for this class - 
of hat has increased, and the price with Indian fur, such as fox, etc.,is only about 
Ris to R30. ; 

The men, too, all wear fur round a velvet cap, and this fur which was formerly 
» Russian is now generally Indian. 5 

: The Pathan traders inform me that the same remarks would apply to Kabul, 

"where fur is much u ed to trim the coats of the upper classes, and that there 

also, owing to the prohibitive price of Russian fur imported through Bokhara, the 
Indian furs are coming more into use. 

8. Leather.—A satisfactory increase of R16,680 is shown in the value of 

,unmanufactured leather this year. The following are the tables for the last two 


years :— a! 


1894-95 . . . . . . ° . . 64,170 
1895-96 . . . . . . . . * 80,850 





« 


This commodity is capable of large development. The fashion for wearing 
long Russian boots in Yarkand, etc., is on the increase; the Yarkandis now have 
learnt that Indian tanned leather is much more durable than Russian tanned lea- 
ther, and that by importing the ready tanned leather from India, they can make 
their own boots better and more durable than readymade Russian ones. 

‘The leather does not go beyond Chinese Turkistan into Russia or China. 

9. Carpets and namdahs.—The trade under the above head has slightly 
decreased as compared with last year’s report. The following are the figures 
for the past five years :— 


‘ ~ Carpets. |Namdahs. 
a pe 
iy R& 
. 1891-92 . P Py . ° ° ° ° 1,395 15,616 
* ss 1892-93. : , A ; ; . F 4,815 24,688 
© 1893-94 . ; ; : : , ‘ ; 3,075 20,505 
1894-95 . " ; ; . : 5 . 5,070 29,748 
™~ 1895-96 . : « : ‘ : ‘ . 4,305 27,944 


- The decrease in this trade is likely to increase, for Russian Agents are busy 
* buying up all the wool in Chinese Turkistan for their woollen manufactures, 
and so the price of namdahs increases each year to a sum that makes it less 
worth while bringing this rather bulky article to Kashmir and India, 
The same remarks apply to carpets. 
_ 10. Prectous metals.—The amount of gold imported in the year under 
report has also decreased s'ightly. 
The figures for the above head for the past five years are as follows :— 


Gold, Silver, 

R R 
1891-92. F ; ; a ; ; 90,796 2,78,648 
1892-93. , Fs es . $ ; 249114 2,96,.20 
1893-94. ‘ ‘ é ‘ P ‘ 2,66 686 2,92,158 
1894-95. ; ; ‘ de ‘ 3,59,702 6,758,331 
1895-g6 .. ; : : : 3,25,926 6,197,524 


The import of gold has slightly decreased ; this is the effect artly of higher 
rates of exchange in India with consequent lowering of price of ped, and because | 
of increased interest on the part of the Chinese in their mines and their prevent- 
ing diggers ‘from working same, and so raising the price there, . 





Yambus decreased also on account of increased value of the rupee, and | wr 


| consequent decrease in the value of the Yambu of pure silver, 





a ; 
Pee, ee 
VIM On ees 






‘od 


” 


av 


value of R14,332-8.was imported during — 


13. Spites. —The trade under this head shows a satisfactory increase as 
ompared with last year. 
The figures for the last five years are as follows :— ‘ 
R 
1891-92 _ 40,810 ‘2 
1892-93 28,787 * 
1893-04 26,005 
1894-95 35,805 
1895-96 36,225 


of this increasing. 


14. Precious stones, turgquoises and coral—Dealing under the head of 
turquoises show increase of R4,573 over those of the previous year. The 
trade in imported corals also exhibits a satisfactory increase. ~ 

The demand for coral is very largely on the increase, for the Chinese them-. 
selves have now taken to buying it in large quantities, and there is every chance 


A large quantity of this coral is now bought by the mers, 


chants in Bombay and Calcutta, and comes from Italy. 

It seems a pity that this commodity should not be supplied from some British 
possession, and as I am not aware of what actual British possession coral could 
be imported from except Malta, I would be very glad to supply on application 
samples of the coral in demand, with price, to any Chamber of Commerce that 
would undertake to put British merchants into the way of supplying it. 


bs 


ye 


The figures for the last ten years are attached :— 


1886-87 
188 /-88 
1888 89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891 92 
1892-93 
1893-94 
1894 95 
1895:99 


R , 
. . . . . . 3,681 
. . . . . 6,802 
° ° . . . I! 7232 
° . . * " » gt 76. ee 
. . . + 45,532 
. + 56,286 id 
- 56,288 
+ 147,030 ae 
2,43,262 
2,48,045 


- 
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15. ‘Indian tea .—The trade in Indian téa imported this year has increased 
by R 15,065 over that shown in the last report. 
The advance is normal, as the demand has been increasing for the past five 


years. 


The figur 


— 
1887- 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-43 
1893-94 
1894-9 


| 1895- 


es for the last ten years are as subjoined :— 


97,820 

1,04,600 
R Oey 4 : ; 9,160 
‘ : ; i : - 51,762 
ae : 4 5 . 32,947 
37,220 
oy taba ‘ ma . 39,060 
x . ; : + 45,700 
: ; . $7,280 

721345 


16. Chinese tea.—This is green-leaf tea imported wid Bombay or Calcutta, 


a 


being Rg,870 a8 against R7,070 in the year 1894-95. 


he value of the trade in the tea so imported during this year hasincreased, 
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1892-93 . ; ‘ : : . ; ; s “ 5 ms 
as 1893-94 : : ; i “4 ds : . ' 8,890 
1894 95 , ‘ : . é ‘ a a < 7,070 
i 1895-90 9,870 


17. Lhassa brick tea,—The trade under this head shows a considerable 
decrease as compared with last year. This is due to the Lupchak Mission not 
having brought down this tea this. year. 

The figures for the last ten years a‘e as follows :— 


. R 

1886-87 © ' A bof sth e a 2 ¥ + %y24,480 
1887-88 : é ‘ ; ‘ . . . - , 89 280 

> 1888-89 . aaah : ; : 7s 8 - 102,600 
1889-g0 : : ‘ : : : : - 62,580 

% © 1890-gt 24.640 
1891-92 7 . . . . . . . . 46,980 
1892-93 ‘ : > A ‘ . w - 39,285 
1893-94 : : ' : . : : : . 18,447 
1894-95 ; : : . ; : : - 45,48 
1895-96 - > e . . . . . . 22,320 


Tea is a Government monopoly *in China, and all the tea whether Indian, 
sea-borne, or Lhassa, is contraband, and therefore these figures show for the most 
part the amount smuggled into Chinese Turkistan, some of course being taken 
through Chinese Turkistan into Russian territory where it is subejct to a duty. 

18. Wool unmanufactured.—The trade under this head in the year under 
report has increased from R33,800 to R37,412-8. 

The wool import from Thibet is capable of being largely increased, and the 
matter is now receiving attention with a view to increasing it. 

The trade in manufactured woollen goods has decreased. 

The value of the above goods imported during the year ufder report was 
R2,932-8 as against R4,1°0 in the preceding year. : 

19. Miscelianeous.—The trade under this head shows a very large increase 
this year. The total amount of the miscellaneous imports is R72,.23uas 
against R39,740- ; ; : 


* 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


Considering the yearly increase to the trade with Turkistan through Ladakh 
it does not seem to me to be out of place to describe the actual road which 
now exists, and what is needed to make it. more suitable to the purpose : some 

~ idea can then be formed of the troubles and -difficulties which the very hardy lot 
of British subjects and others who travel on the road undergo to pre a 
A and at the same time thereby add to the commerce of England and 
India. ‘ ; 


From India, or, in other words, the railway, merchants havea choi 
roads to Leh, en route to Yarkand, one through Kashmir and the he tee 


Kulu. Part of both of these roads are in the charge of the British Joint Com- ¢ 
missioner at Leh, and have now aftem about 15 years of patching been com- 


pleted. 


bridged, 








They are good tra: ks for mules and ponies with easy gradients, and are well. : 


The reason that these roads have been so long bef i ; ys 

the British Joint Commissioner has only had Me ost aoe ee BAL wes 

_annualiy from the Kashmir State for actual expenditure on these two roads. = a 
igh" 




















thé high snow passes are practicable. 
_-» While on the Kulu Road the Baralacha am 16,000" feet, absolutely 
‘ pm traffic during the winter months; the trader is no better ho 


Ses 

atte 

year the pass which in summer is a succession of green slopes and wild flowers, 
‘ts covered indeep snow, and the driving blizzards make his lot unenviable, 

"yet many there are who have to face this stormy pass in the winter, viz., 
‘those whose business transactions have not been completed in Leh, or whose 
caravans have been late in getting away from Yarkand and the north. 


a It is not an unheard of thing that whole caravans have been lost on _ this 
Pass, and the snow on melting has given up dead bodies of animals, and even 

"*"men buried by avalanches. During the last year—thanks to the efforts of 
Captain Godfrey, the late Joint Commissioner of Ladakh—rest-houses have been 
built at the expense of the Kashmir State, which has mitigated the dangers of 

the pass, and it is hope} that this year funds will be found to improve the whole 
alignment, so as to make the pass practicable even during the winter. , 


From the Zojila pass to Leh the road presents no difficulties now, though 


ts the Zojila pass on the Kashmir road in the winter ; at that time of the .* 


some very difficult bits of engineering work were undertaken with the small sum ><. 


annually available. 


The road however liable to occasional floods which sweep away all the 
bridges, and two years ago Captain Godfrey had to renew nearly every bridge 
on the road ; this he managed to doina very short time, and passed over a larger 
amount of trade than any previous year. enad 


As far as Leh then the Indian traders during the summer months 
experience now no difficulty, and provided they don’t cross the Zojila pass until 
the snow has melted their lot is not. hard, and very different to the experiences 
of Pree who bring their goods down from Yarkand to Leh for exchange and 
sale. 


Leh is the half-way house for caravans from India and from Yarkand i 


here merchants from Russian and Chinese territory, meet the Indian trader 
with his English and Indian goods, though many there are who make the whole 
journey from India to Turkistan and return the following year. 


For four months of the year the Leh bazar is full of men of very varying 
nationality, —the held tieend teeta eatens from Central Asia, the Thibetan 
with his prayer-wheel, andthe Hindu of India in his white clothes,—all bargaining 
and exchanging their wares ; and while the Indian returns by the somewhat 
easy road to India with the produce of Turkistan, the trader from the north 
statts back on his rough and trying journey to Yarkand. 

The first obstacle that meets him is the Khardong pass open as the Zojila 
for about five months in the year, though there is another pass by a longer and 
rougher road which is open during the winter, known as the Diggar pass, 

The Khardong pass, the first march from Leh, is 17,800 feet high ; the road 
as it nears the top from the Leh side is over huge granite rocks, which are 
brought down annually by the avalanches ; ponies with burdens can only be 
taken over these rocks at the risk of breaking their legs, and of dying from the 
great altitude. Yarks or the mountain buffalo, a beast which revels in an 
altitude of 18,000 and deep snow, are hired at R2 for the march to carry the 
goods across this pass. 

On the north side is a glacier over which many an animal loses its life, 
and from taking a fatal step joins the heap of skeletons at the foot of the slope. 

From the glacier to the foot of the pass the road over the granite stones 
has been improved and is not difficult. , 

To make this pass easy for ponies for the five mouths it is open would cost 
about R3,000, and an annual outlay of R1,000 to mend the parts damaged 
by winter avalanches. ? 


Twelve miles. from the foot of the Khardong the Shyok river has to be - 


_ crossed, ponies swim, and the age is put into a boat which is kept. for the 
” purpose, Patter the river, the ot eads on through the Nubra valley, past fairly 
populated villages, and now and again across hot sandy wastes. i 
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_.« lakhs of British Indian goods to Turkistan in exchange for lakhs of produce, 


. Atthe ‘the valley the road rises by a series of z 
feet and descends 2,300 feet. This ascent is very steep and tryin 
uinmade and over boulders, and though there is no snow on the hill, ; difficul 

nd strain on. the baggage ponies speaks for itself, for hundreds of carca: 


Mittered’ along the road side show how many are the poor beasts who have 


‘succumbed when asked to make this climb. 


| For a some of about R8,000 a road could be blasted arte granite rocks 
~ by ariver-bed which flows by the side of this hill known as the Talambuti_nala, 
“which would shortern the distance by about 10 miles, and do away with the 

ascent and descent, and so save many of the lives of the transport ponies. 
+A beginning is going to be made this year in making the road, but with the small 


funds available it will take several years before any road is opened. . om oe 


From the top of this hill known as the Karawal Dewan the troubles to men 
and beasts increase, for grass is not obtainable, and before them for 250 miles 
is an uninhabited, stony country surrounded by high mountains and glaciers, and 


~ swept with bitter winds, while the sun blazes down from above witha force~ 


equalled only on the plains of India ; nor is this unhabited region free from its 
high passes, for 20 miles after leaving the Karawal Dewan hill, the road crosses 
the Sassar pass 17,800 feet high, over alternate granite rocks, and slippery 
glaciers for about 10 miles ; here the carcases of animals again show the terrors 
and dangers of this place, and many a caravan has becn entirely lost in a snow- 
storm. Nothing could be done to the road over this pass except an annual 
“outlay of about R2,00 in clearing the road in those parts which are free from 
glaciers, of the huge granite rocks. brought down by the avalanches, but this 


“»would be a vast saving to life ; for the ascent and descent are easy and gradual, 
» and if the rocky part of the road were smoothed, the glacier, themselves, though 


“Whhospitable in appearance, are practicable, and an occasional fall is all that need 
be expected. This pass like the former ones, the Zojila and the Khardong, is 
only open for the five summer months of the year, and is a deathtrap from 
blizzards and snow during the remainder. 


From the Sasser pass the road leads down again to the Shyok river which 
‘is crossed by boats. 


As far as this only have I personal experience, but from the description of 
others and the complaints of the traders, | know they have further troubles 
ahead, 


The Morgo ravine confronts them after leaving the Shyok, and a further 
sum of, perhaps, R8,o09 would make this into a practicable road ; it has no 
glaciers and no snow. 

From that onwards to Shahidulla the difficulty is want of food and grass, 
as the road crosses high plains. The Karakoram pass and the Kilian pass are 
not spoken of with such dread as the Sasser, the Morgo ravine and the steep 
ascent which could be avoided by a road through the lalambuti nala. 


This route has frequently been described in hooks by travellers, but -never. 


previously that | am aware of in a trade report, And my only object in decrib- 
ing it in this years report is to attract the attention of those concerned, that 


such a road open for five months of the yéar for’a great length of its distance 


uninhabited, and without grass, is capable of being the means of earrying 


from that country, a country where competition with Russian merchants is 
strong. : 


It speaks wonders for the pluck and endurance of the men engaged in this ‘4 
if an in- 


commerce who face the sun, cold and high altitudes, even death, an 
ctease of interest brings with it an increase to the funds which are wantin 


. . . . * to 
making this route an easier one, it will be an enduring mark of the watchiulnbesiltle 


gover the interest of her subjects which the Indian Government is not backward — 


“sin showing, and will help to establish British and Indian trade ina market which 
shows itself capable of responding to our commercial enterprise. ae 


- of the road have ceased. 


r 


ry e . . ee : 
“At Shahidulla supplies are procurable, and from that onwards the ‘dieu, i 
‘ yi ae 
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Cae NOR 4g. the. ibed the only means which British trade has 
Wol,wgeating s me of the competed-for markets of China from behind, for during 
the Prnatdier of the months of this year the roads through these unpassable 
mountains to Leh, are the riverbeds, which in the winter are shingle, with but 
tle water, and what water existing frozen over and easily crossed. Merchants 
during January and February avoid the Sasser pass and the Karawal Dewan 
and follow the course of the Shyok river until near Leh when they cross the 
Diggar pass open generally all the winter. This route would no doubt be far 
more used, if the Zojila could be made practicable for winter, for they could then 
take their goods down to Srinagar, or even India except during very severe 
winters. Besides this winter route there is the direct route from Yarkand to 
i} Abbottabad vid Sarikol, Hunza Nagar, Gilgit and the Khagan valley. This 
route atpresent is closed owing to the large garrison at Gilgit wanting all available 
supplies and because the Khagan valley route is still an unfrequented way. ft 
These disadvantages will eventually be removed, Gilgit cannot remain always a 
_. ¢losed book to merchants, Grain resources are capable of increase, and the 
Government of India are already directing their attention to opening the 
Khagan route. 
This route, however, would only be a winter one, as the large amount of 
water such as the Hunza river which would have to be crossed, would effectually 
stop ponies. With this route, however, open for the winter, the Leh route im- Y 
proved and open during the summer, while some traders would use the Shyok. ~ “|, 
winter river route, we should practically have towards Turkistan a flow of trade» 
all the year round; how much such a contingency is considered probable and , ¥ 






\ 
. 


the effect it would have in competing with Russian trade in Turkistan, | cannot 

do better than quote an extract from a translation of the Russian trade report 

by their Consyl-General in Kashgar : Bs ‘i 
One of the chief articles of export trade from Turkistan is Nasha or Hoshish, which is. ~~ 

prepared in enormous quantties in many places of Eastern Turkistan and represents | 


one of the most profitable articles of commerce. Besides the above they export silk, 
silk combings, goat's-wool, Chinese silver, gold from Khotan mines, carpets, felts and 
a few other articles of local industry. With the exception of silk and wool, none of the 
above articles are in demand in our markets, and consequently this export trade has 
interest for us only in so far by means of it some English and Anglo-Indian goods enter 
Turkistan. Among these may be mentioned tea which passes through Kashgar into 
Russian territory, indigo, various spices, medicaments, etc., chief Kashmir shawls and 
silk clothes with gold embroidery, products of English or Anglo-Indian manufacture, 
prints, handkerchiefs, other cotton gooJs, numerous kinds of muslin, cloth, velvet, kuna 
skins, tanned leather and a variety of cheap metal articles. Of the above articles, only 
prodacts of factories in any way endanger the sale of our merchandise, 

At present, however, there is no danger, for the difficulties of transit, the length of 
time it takes to sell goods, the great expense of import and chiefly their inferior quality as 
compared with ours (especially as regards colour and patterns, which are not in accordance 
with local taste) prevent any competition with our trade, and this has already been noticed | 
by the English themselves, 5 

But at the present for us the very profitable state of commerce may undergoa "= ~ 
material change, for, as I have already mentioned, the recently constructed road into 
Eastern Turkistan vid Gilgit and Kunjat considerably decreases the unfavourable conditions 
of English trade. 


As regards the remaining remarks, our merchants, especially if they can 
secure direct communication through the Joint Commissioner with the English |.) 
Chambers of Commerce, will soon meet any demand in colour and quality asked, .% 
for by the Yarkandis. ; a 

B the improvement of the road and the development of the resources of 

, Ladakh and Gilgit in food-supplies and transport, the cost of transit would be .. 
cheapened. -And with these advantages i and Indian enterprise would 
_ well hold their own against all commerce in Western China, _ 
The cost of these improvements suggested is as nothing if compared with 
_ the vast projects of railway extension towards Yunnan. In order to obtain an ; 
outlet for commerce, and all that is asked for this trade-route is, to quote agai 
. from Lord Salisbury’s speech, the goodwill and the assistance of the British -° — 
and Indian Governments. ; . 
~~. To pat that required assistance into figures would mean about an ‘expendi- 
. fare, for one year, of R3o,ooo and an annual outlay of, at the most, R10,000 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


( FAMINE.) 


REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL PROSPECTS IN THE CENTRAL PROVINCES. 
The following paper is published for general information :— 


From H. H. Priest, Esq., 1.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, 
Central Provinces, .0 the Secritary to the Government of Indio, R: venue 
and Agricultural Department, No. 649, dated Nagpur, the 12:h Fi bruary 


1897. 


Iam directed, with reference to my No. 4988, dated the 16th December 
1896, to submit the following further report regarding the prevailing scarcity in 
these Provinces. 


2. The Chief Commissioner has now satisfied himself, by personal inspec- 
tion, of the condition of the districts where distress is most serious, He has 
also arranged, in greater detail than was possible when he fast wrote, the acherhe 
of relief operations to be adopted in each district. Moreover, the further informs 
ation which has reached him, combined with his own observation in the affected 
areas, has led him to modify on one or two points the view of the situation in the 
several districts of the province which was given in paragraphs 4 to 9 of my 
former letter, No. 4988, dated the 16th December, 1896. For these reasons he 
deems it desirable to report on the situation in each district as it now presents 
itself to him; to specify the areas affected and their general circumstances : to 
indicate the scheme of relief which is in operation ; to show the number and Pipl, 
of people who have been and are in receipt of relief; to forecast, as far as the 
data now available permit, the probable future duration and extent of the distress 
and to estimate the aggregate numbers who will be in need of relief, : 


The following statement shows, for the districts where distress abit a 
. ets, 


numbers in receipt of relief on the 23rd January last, their classificatio 
nature and number of relief works provided -— ca _ the 
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centres, as explained in Revenue Department letter No. 4950, dated the 111 
« bi 





» the aréa under rabi crops for the last three years; the average sa 
" the"area now under these crops according to the latest available 





‘ * Inview of the great im asregards the | 


of the coming spring crops, a statement is also gi 
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of these years; 
‘datay and the 
ticipated outturn in each case, | a! 


; It should be observed that these figures must not be accepted as final, as 


the--patwaris’ papers showing the areas in detail are not filed until the tst April, 
_ They may, however, be regarded as the best provistonal estimate now obtain- 
able :— i ; 











Arga UNDER RaBi CROPS DURING 





Acres. 


527,551 


Nagpur te 





Tota « | 8,023,105 
, 


© Estimates only. 
+ Estimate for wheat. 


The appended Table A also shows the way in which the numbers in receipt | 
of relief have changed from week to week since the beginning of December. » 


_ 3-1 proceed to feport in detail on the circumstances of each district 
beginning with those of the Jubbulpore* Division, where the distress is most 
serious. Inthe Jubbulpore District the parts most severely affected are the 
whole ; of the Murwara or northern tahsil and parts of the Sehora or central 
tahsil in the north and east, and the southern half of the Jubbulpore or southern 
tahsil in the west and south. The area of this tract is 2,459 square riled and 
the population 368,000, or half the total population of the district. Even) hows 
ever, in the remaining ope of the district, including the rich plain of 1,111 miles 
eee ge 244,270) known as the Haveli, the bad rabi crops of the two years 
1854 and 1895 have much reduced the circumstances of the people, and here as 
elsewhere general high prices must cause distress among the poor. The total 
affected area is thus identical with the whole area of the district and covers. 
: } , 


3,909 square miles with s popmanon of 748,000. 

; Turning next to the scheme of relief which has been ad or thi 
district, it may be obseryed that the failure of the kharif sole ye i 
of the district where distress had previously been most severe eit 
necessary to anticipate the opening of large works by s mary 
methods of relief, and, at the Conference held-at iuliniipéce Ys the’ ing 
_of November last, the Commissioner was authorised to open atlehoaih s atthe 
more important villages throughout the affected tracts, The object of these 










provision of food, and, by arranging fOr local labour of a not too arduous kind” 
in the immediate neighbourhood of each centre, to enable such of them as had, 
owing to hunger and weakness, been rendered temporarily incapable of sustained 
work to regain their strength. As soon as they were considered strong enough 
they were to be passed on to large works under the stricter supervision of the 
Public Works Department. In the special circumstances of the Jubbulpore 
Division, where, as has just been noted, the failure of the autumn crops fell with 
especial severity on a population previously reduced by two years of scanty 
harvests, this method of relief proved mostiuseful. The simple mechanism of the 
relief centres allowed of their being opened promptly ; while the starting of large 
relief-works and the organization of village relief would necessarily have taken 
some time. They were started during November; were at once largely resorted 
to, and are now in operation at 16 places throughout the affected tracts, vzz., at 
six places in fe eee tahsil, five in Sehora and five in Muwara). 

The Chief Commissioner took an early opportunity of pointing out that 
these relief-centres were essentially of a provisional nature, and that when once 
village relief had been effectively organised and sufficient works opened, the 
necessity for them would largely disappear. In a recent circular letter dealing 
generally with gratuitous relief (vide paragraph 3 of circular letter No. 234, 
dated the 15th January 1897, copy enclosed), he has again laid stress on this 
point, which he regards as one of muchimportance. In addition to the 16 relief- 
centres, there are poor-houses at the three tahsil head-quarters and dt Katangi 
on the northern road to Damoh, where the Chief Commissioner, ona recent 
visit, found a large number of people from the Native States of Bundelkhand 
and from the North-West Provinces—many of them in a very emaciated con- 
dition. 

For those able to work, seven large works under the Public Works Depart- 
ment— all road works —have been started, and it was believed until recently that 
these wou!d suffice to provide work for all who needed it at a not too great dis- 
tance from their homes. The numbers on works, owing largely to extensive 
immigration from the Native States of the Baghelkhand Agency, have however 
during the last few weeks risen very rapidly, especially in the northern or 
Murwara talisil. The district has now been divided into two Sub-divisional 
charges ; it is intended shortly to form a third, and the number of large works 
will be increased to keep pace with the constant flow of applicants for labour 
which has to be dealt with. The Katni extension of the Indian Midland Rail- - 
way also provides work for large numbers of the able-bodied. A scheme of 
subsidiary local works, to be partly carried out from Government funds and 
partly with the aid of the special famine loans recently sanctioned by the 
Government of India is now being elaborated, and numerous works of this kind 
at convenient centres will be started as soon as possible. Three tanks have 
already been begun. For the hill and forest tract in the south-west corner of the 
district arrangements have been made to construct three tanks and a forest road 
through the agency of the Forest Department. 

The bulk of the people on the works are agricultural and other labourers and 
some of the smaller cultivators. On the large works recently opened some of the 
better class of cultivators are to be found, but the Chief Commissioner considers 
that unless a really adequate task is exacted and a bare subsistence wage given, 
there will, even in the absence of any acute distress, be numbers of agriculturists 
willing and ready, at a season when there is no field work, to add to their scanty 
means by coming on Government works. As the exaction of task work grows 
more systematic and when field work again begins, the numbers of workers drawn 
from these classes will in all probability rapidly fall off. Cases of emaciation are 
rare on the works, the. main signs of poverty being inadequate and ragged 
clothing, but in the poor-houses and at relief-centres there are numerous very 
bad cases. Most of these are, however, beggars or pilgrims who only come on 
relief as the last resource when alms or food are no longer procurable. 

For the relief of the agricultural classes the whole of the kharif instalment of 
land revenue has been suspended throughout the most severely affected area. In the 
rest of the district from half to two-thirds of that instalment has been suspended. 

It may be added that for the effective supervision of famine relief-work in 
this district, a European officer has been placed in charge of each tahsil: a 





as 


Sarita eee eae ate Cla Aha 
a (PRIS ge Moke 


418 SUPPLEMENT’'TO THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, FEBRUARY 27, 189700 


~~ é 












covenanted Assistant in each of two tabsils and an Agsistant District ‘Superin- 
tendent of Police in the third. A special medical officer has also, with the 
sanction of the Government of India, been 2 mer to superintend the medical 
and sanitary arrangements on all famine works and in poor-houses. Arrange- 
«ments have now been made for the deputation of three more European ve 
officers to cope with the rapidly increasing work, especially in the northern tahsil. 

Village house-to-house relief has also been organized, as well as similar relief 
in towns, which will be arranged for by the Municipal Committees with the help 
of Government officers. For the relief of the respectable poor in the town of 
Jubbulpore itself, who are averse from coming forward to ask for Government aid, 
a special committee has been formed, which is carrying on operations with the 
aid of private funds. 

A special difficulty in arranging for famine relief in this district has arisen 
from the large number of frequently emaciated immigrants from Native States 
who swell the ranks of relief workers and crowd into poor-houses and relief- 
centres. At the end of December no less than 83 per cent. of the inmates of the 
Murwara Poor-house consisted of such immigrants, and there are similarly large 
numbers wherever measures of relief have been started. The Political Agent, 
Baghelkhand, has recently assured the Commissioner of the Division that 
adequate measures of relief have now been adopted in the Agency itself, and the 
Chief Commissioner trusts that the immigration may sienteash, f this however 
there is at present no symptom. Most of these wanderers arrive at the poor- 
houses and relief-centres in a very reduced state, and the frequent deaths among 
them have largely contributed to the high rates of mortality which have been 
such a serious feature of this district during the past months. 


The reality and extent of the distress in Jubbulpore can best be gauged by 
a consideration of the aggregate numbers in receipt of relief since the beginning 
of December last. In the beginning of that month the total numbers were 
12,829; by the middle of the month they had exceeded 20,000 ; and on the 26th 
stood at 42,000. Since then they have steadily and largely increased, the total 
numbers now in receipt of relief being over 90,000, or more than 12 per cent. of 
the total population of the district (=748,000). The stoppage of immigration 
from Native States and the harvest work which will be available in February and 
March in getting in the rabi harvest, should, however, diminish these numbers ; 
while from April to June the free opening of the Government Forests will, if the 
mohwa crop be abundant, cause a still further fall. The bulk of the people 
who are in receipt of Government relief much prefer resorting to the jungle and 
living on mohwa and other edible forest produce to the sustained labour of a 
famine-work, and the Chief Commissioner anticipates that here—as indeed in all 
districts where mohwa is plentiful—this will result in a marked falling off in the 
numbers in receipt of relief during the hot weather months. Indeed, if the crop is 
a full one, ope | will lay up stocks to last them through the early monsoon 
months and will probably, return to their homes until the autumn harvest 
can be reaped. In view of these considerations Mr. Lyall thinks that 
the numbers in receipt of relief will probably reach their maximum by the 
end of this month, and, including those in receipt of village house-to-house relief 
he would estimate 70,000 as the average number 2 will need relief from 
the 1st February until the end of September, or say 17 million units. 

With respect to rabi prospects, the outlook inthe restricted area sown (now 
stated as two-thirds of the normal) was reported as good in my letter of: 
December last. The further rain at the end of elas Ran and during the current 
month has still further improved matters, and an outturn of 11 annas is at 
present anticipated. 


__ As regards prices, those of wheat and gram, the staple food-grains of the 
district, are slowly but steadily cheapening. At the beginning of December 
wheat stood at 8and gram atio. For the last three weeks wheat has stood at 9 
and gram at 11. As the present prospects of the rabi become more assured a 
further fall is probable; but here as elsewhere in the Central Provinces, the 
governing factor in prices is the prospect of the rabi harvest in “Upper india, to 
which export of feo “grains is still going on from Jubbulpore. There is no cause- : 
» for anxiety as to deficiency of food stocks in any part of this district. 
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4. In Saugor the most seriously: tracts lie along the south 
and Sdiemestels borders of the district, 'the nonhcnele corner, esata ha 
Shahgarh pargana in the extreme north-east. 

The early cessation of the monsoon confined rabi sowings to a third of the 
area of the previous year, while the kharif outturn has nowhere exceeded four 
annas ; past years have been very bad, and the Chief Commissioner considers that 
there is no part of the district in which distress will not be felt. The whole 
area of the district—4,007 square miles with a population of 592,000—should there- 
fore be treated as aflected for the purposes of famine relief. The general circum- 
stances of this district. are similar to those of Jubbulpore, though there is less 
immigration from Native States. Here also relief-centres have been established 
at 10 places in the tracts most seriously affected ; while, to meet the demand for 
work, four large road -works have been opened, one in each tahsil. Here, as also 
in Jubbulpore and Damoh, the extension of the Indian Midland Railway to 
Katni supplies labour for the ablebodied. As regards local works, it may be 
remarked that in this district there is but little scope for these, but the construc- 
tion of three large tanks is proposed ; while for the Khurai Tahsil, where acute 
and general distress exists, special famine loans are to be granted for the 
embankment and submersion of fields fur the purpose of eradicating Adns grass. 
Poor-houses have been established at each of the four tahsil head-quarters, 
and at Shahgarh in the extreme north-east of the district. Village house- 
to-house relief has also been arranged for in all tahsils, and is now regularly 
distributed. The condition of the people on the works is reported to be fair, 
there being but few cases of emaciation. Relief-workers are chiefly drawn from 
the labouring classes, but there are some tenants and a few petty landholders, 
co-sharers in small villages, on some of the works. 

‘At the beginning of December there were 2,000 persons on relief-works, and 
over {,000 in receip: of ea pore relief. By the wae of that month the number 
of workers had reached 15,000, those in receipt of gratuirous relief having 
increased but slightly. Early in January there was a marked increase under 
both heads, and according to the latest returns there are nearly 27,000 on relief= 
works and nearly 13,000 in receipt of gratuitous relief. Two additional 
covenanted Assistants and one Assistant Superintendent of Police have been 
appointed to supervise the famine charges into which the _ district is divided, 
anda special medical officer has, with the sanction of the Government of Indiay. 
been placed in charge of all sanitary and medical arrangements connected with 
famine. ’ 

The forests in this district will not attract such large numbers as in Jubbul- 
pore, nor will harvesting on the greatly restricted rabi area afford much labour. 
Moreover immigrants are not numerous. The Chief Commissioner considers 
that no perceptible decrease in distress can be hoped for until the early autumn 
crops ate reaped, and that we may expect to have from 25 to 30,000 people 
needing relief until the end of September. This would give, say, six million units 
for that period. 

The rain in December and January has somewhat improved rabi prospects, 
but, as has been stated, the oucturn on the greatly restricted area must be 
so small that it cannot materially alter the situation. 

The prices of the staples, wheat and gram, hardened in the latter part of 
December. They have now again fallen slightly, and are slightly cheaper than 
at the beginning of November, wheat being at 8} and gram at 10 seers per 
rupee. 
PeThere is still considerable export of grain to Upper India from this district, 
which points to stocks still being avaslable, but if there is a good rabi harvest 
in the North-Western Provinces and in the remaining wheat districts of these 
Provinces, this will, no doubt, later on, .give place to extensive import. No 
insufficiency of food supplies is anticipated by the local officers. 

. The Chief Commissioner’s personal observation in the Damoh District, 
and the further and fuller reports which have reached him since my letter of 
December 16th was written, have convinced him that the account of the situation 
in that District, at the end of paragraph 8 of that letter, Se an unduly 
favourable impression of the present condition and prospects of this part of the 
Province, The rabicrop of 1894 was an utter failure: that of 1895 was little 
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better, while the early cessation of the autumn rains of 1895 an a Si 
Scanty harvest in ‘the spring of 1896. The kharif crop of 1895 was scar 
better than the rabi, and, while this crep in the present year was, in the southern 
tahsil, somewhat better than that of 1895, it was almost an utter failure in the 
north, where the people are very poor and are almost entirely dependent for 
foodion rice, juari and the lesser millets. The proportion of the rabi area sown 
was also considerably over-estimated by the local officers in their report. of 
December, and it is now certain that the sowings do not cover more than half 
of last year’s area. The successive calamities of past years have exhausted the 
resources both of tenants and malguzars, and the district will need very careful 
treatment if it is to recover the prosperity which it formerly enjoyed. 

For the period from the middle of August to the beginning of November, 
owing to casualties among officers in the Jubbulpore Division, the district was 
unavoidably placed in charge of a young and inexperienced officer who could not be 
expected fully to read and understand the signs of distress. It is true that such 
distress as existed has certainly grown rapidly worse since the failure of the autumn 
crops declared itself, but even before that time it must have been considerable. 
The condition of this district previous to the failure of September has been set 
forth in paragraphs 14, 18 and 19 of the Chief Commissioner’s Resolution 
No. 574, dated the 1st instant, dealing with the proceedings of 1895 and 1896 in 
regard to famine in the Jubbulpore Division, to which I am to refer the Govern- 


ment of India. The Deputy Commissioner now in charge of Damoh has had 


» previous experience of the district as Settlement Officer, and the Chief Commis- 


sioner is confident that everything that is necessary is now being done. 
It was formerly reported that the distressed area was confined to the south 
and south-west of the district and to the north of the Hatta Tahsil. No doubt 
these are the areas where the scarcity is most severe, but, for the purpose of 
famine relief, the Chief Commissioner considers that the whole district, which 
extends over 2,831 square miles, with a population of 326,000 persons, should be 
regarded as distressed. Here also, relief centres have been opened at seven places 
in the most distressed tracts; three large road works have been started, two in 
the north and the third in the south and nine local works are in progress. 
There are voorehouses at the two tahsil head-quarters and at two other places 
on main roads from the west and south which are much frequented by 
wanderers. A scheme of local works, to be undertaken partly from Govern- 
ment funds and partly with the aid of special famine loans, is being worked 
out for those tracts where no scope for large works exists, and house-to-house 
relief in villages has been organized. It may be added that for the able- 
bodied, abundant work is provided in the construction of the Sa or-Katni 
extension of the Indian Midland Railway. The general condition of the people 
on the works is reported as low, many of the able-bodied having gone 
to work on the railway. The bulk of those in receipt of relief are labourers 
but there are a few petty land-holders, co-sharers in small villages, and a sprink- 
ling of tenants. Relief has been given to the agricultural classes by the entire 
remission of the kharif instalment of Land Revenue throughout the district 
The numbers on relief-works and in receipt of gratuitous relief, which stood 
at under 6,000 in the middle of December, rose to over 12,000 by the end of 
that month and now considerably exceeds 20,000, In considering these numbe 
it must be remembered that the population of this district is only half that a 
pihulpers, and that a large number of persons find employment on the rail 
ven, however, after allowing for this, the Chief Commissioner does not iis 7 ol 
that the maximum number has yet been reached, and thinks that, after makin 
the necessary deductions for withdrawals owing to the possibilities of getti : 
food in the forests, and to harvest and other freld labour becomin aveilable, 
provision should be made for about 20,090 people from February to Che end of 
~ a say, 44 million units in all, The prospects of therabi on the area 
ee Sank og air to good, and an average cropis expected in most parts 
___ The prices of the staple food-grains, wheat and same as 
in Saugor, and have shown only slight fluctuations ucsto mae os age 
ber. | hey my stood at eight and ten seers per rupee respectively. of Neves 
price is 74 and 10. Owing to there being no railway to Damoh, import ae 
. one 
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the rains, and prices tend to rise towards and during the monsoon 


months. But with good tabi harvests in Upper India, general prices should fall 










any 


7. ie A 


considerably during Match and» April @nd a considetable import may te 


expected Scarcity of food-grainsis not anticipated, but here, as#flso in Saugor 
and probably in Jubbulpore, large advances wil! be necessary for the purchase 
of seed-grain. a 

6. In Seoni there is no such general disiress as in the three district#which 
have just been dealt with. The crops of 1893-94 vielded 71 per cent. cf a full 


op those of 1894-95 63 per cent., while it was only in 1895-96 that both kharii 
r 


and rabi were poor. In 1895, some 40 per cent. of the normal rabi area remained 
in the first instance unsown; but atter the rains of November further sowings 
became p ssible, and the area now unde’ spring crops is not, it is estimated, 
much short of the area sown in the previous year. 


It is thus only in thé Lakhnadon or northern tahsil and a comparatively 
small tract in the south-east of the Seoni or southern tahsil, where the people 
are almost entirely dependent on the outturn of the autumn crops, that any acute 
distress is anticipated. The affected area extends to 1,766 square miles, with 
a population of 200,000, or 54 per cent. of the total population of the district. 

For purposes of relief there are three large road works under the supervision 
of the Public Works Department, two in the Lakhnadon or northern tahsil, the 
other traversing the distressed tract of the southern tahsil. There are also six 
relief centres, four in the northern and two in the southern tahsil. Smaller 
locxl works have also been started at ten places, nd there are two poor-houses 


at the two tahsil head-quarters. The question of house-to-house’ relief in 


villages has been considered, but it was decided that no such measure is yet 
needed. Three forest roads are being -constructed as relief-works—one in the 
southern tahsil and two in the north-east and north-west respectively of the 
northern tahsil. 

Throughout the affected area the forests have been opened to the free 
extraction of mohwa, edible roots, fruits and head-loads of grass and fuel. 

One of the large works was recently inspected by the Chief Commissioner, 
and he did not observe a single case of emaciation. Most of the workers were 
labourers and petty cultivators, not, as yet, in actual distress, but very glad, in 
this period of high prices and absence of demand for |:bour, to earn a regular 
daily wage. Even in the poor-houses cases of emaciation were not frequent, and 
with good harvests in the current year the Chief Commissioner does not think that 


this district will give cause for serious anxiety. It may be added that the kharif . 


instalment of Land Revenue has been suspended throughout the affected area 


The numbers in receipt of relief rose from 2,000 in the beginning of Decem.- 
ber to nearly 4,000 at the close of that month. In the beginning of January 
they reached 6,500 ; then decreased to something over 4,009, and have now 
again risen to over 7.000. Looking at the present excellent prospects of the 
rabi crop in the greater part of the southern or Soni Tahsil, the Chief Commis- 
sioner does not think that a monthly average of more than 5,000 need Be 
provided for, and he would fix the figure for this disirivt for the period Feb- 
ruary 1st to September goth at, say, one million units, 


Rabi prospects are at present good. Asalready indicated, the greater part of 
the weaned area has been sown, and both the early and late sown crops are 
doing well. In his receat journey trom Seoni to Chhindwara, the Chief Commis- 
sioner passed through village after village of splendid wheat land where the cul- 
tivators freely admitted that they looked forward to a full crop. Unfortunately, 
after he left the district on the 21st January, a destructive hail-storm visited a 

ion of this tract and did some, yore local, damage to the nearly ripe wheat. 
I'he estimated rabi outturn for the whole district is not less than 12 annas. 

The prices of food-grain reflect the state of the vy 8 _ Rice, of which the 
harvest was very poor, remained nearly moet since the beginning of November 
at 10 seers per rupee and has only recently fallen to 9 seers, while wheat has gone 
down from just over eight to ten seers per rupee. As the prospects of the 
rabi become more assured, the price of wheat will probably show a still further fall 
‘and no anxiety need be felt as to the sufficiency of food stocks in this district. 
















. As regards Mandla, it was pointed out in p ragraph 6 of my 
ak that a yccitien here tin go I The autumn crops of 1896 were 
practically an utter failure, and both the kharif and rabi of the previous year were 

More than halt of the population are aborigines who are altogether without 
recources, and the number of mohwa trees is not sufficiently large in Mandla to 
- warrant our anticipating from that source so much relief as in the three northern 
districts of the Division. Moreover, it. is generally believed that the aboriginal 
population are especially averse to leaving their homes for Government works. 

The whole district may be considered as distressed in a greater or less . 
degree, and, except in a small tract in the north and west, in and around Mandla 
itself, the distress is acute. The distressed area thus extends to 5,056 square 
smiles, with a population of 339,000 persons To meet the peculiar circumstances 
of the district, and with regard to the large extent of the distressed area, it has 
been thought advisable to have more numerous relief centres than were found 
necessary elsewhere, and the number at present open is 17. There are also four 
large road works under the Public Works Department and two local works under 
Civil Officers, as well as three forest roads in those tracts where other modes of 
relief are not possible. There’are poor-houses at both the tahsil head-quarters, 
and house-to-house relief in villages is now being rapidly organized. 

It is further expected that a large number ot local works of improvement 
will be carried out with the aid of special famine loans, and the construction of 
ten tanks as Local Famine Works from Government Funds has already been 
sanctioned. 

The whole district has new been divided into four famine charges, two for 
each tahsil, a responsible officer of the rank of Tahsildar being placed in charge 
of each. A European Assistant Superintendent of Police has also been posted 
to Mandia to assist in the supervision of tamine works. 


The Chief Commissioner inspected one of the large Public Works Depart- 
ment works, and also visited a relief centre andthe Mandla poor-house. The 
average condition of the aboriginal population of Mandla is at no time good, 
their food being scanty and frequently unwholesome. Tte*recent bad times 
have made matiers worse, and the condition of the people generally is poor, 
Starving wanderers are not, however, often met with, nor are cases of actual 
emaciation at all frequent, except in poor-houses. Meanwhile, all is being done 
that can be done, and the adequacy of the arrangements made was gratefully 
eh il by the people during the Chief Commissioner's recent visit to 

an 


_ The numbers on relief-works and in receipt of gratuitous relief, which were 
just over 5,000 at the beginning of December, had reached nearly 8,000 by the 
end of that month. Numbers are still steadily rising and’ have now reached 
15,000. Harvest labour may give employment to some, but the rabi area in the 
affected tracts is so small that this will not perceptibly diminish numbers. On 
the other hand, the local officers believe that many more will flock on to the 
works as soon as they become fully known, and they consider that numbers 
will go on rising, with possibly some slight fluctuations at harvest time, until the 
early monsoon crops are reaped. The Chief Commissioner thinks therefore 
that 30,000 should be taken as the daily average from ist February to goth 
September, giving a total for that period of 7} million units. : 


The present prospects of the rabi crops are excellent, and ha 
improved by the showers of December and January. But, as steal a 
the outturn of these crops cannot materially affect the general sind : 


Prices here are rising. At the beginning of November i 
staple grains (wheat and rice) were tonsa ir eeets per rupee veanetest ee 
now stand at 9 and 8 seers, and food stocks are repcrted to be very pee The 
attention of the Commissioner has been already drawn to the Cocredpeniee 
regarding the import of grain into Bengal which was forwarded with your letter 
No. 4-F., dated the 6th January 1897, and he has been asked to consider whether 
any special arrangements may be needed later on for the supply _ of food-grains 
jn Mandla. The inaccessible character of a great part or this district ; the 
absence of local traders ; the poverty of the people; and the fact that there a 
no local food stocks, make it not improbable that Government help in some Shag: 
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will be needed to secure a due supply of 
~ there is no reason to fear failure of supply so long as the people are put in funds 
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iy aga during therains. At present 








for sui during the monsoon months will, no doubt, need anxious and caref 


by the openitg of a sufficient number of relief-works. The measdtes necessary 
‘consi ni Sa but for this there is ample time. 


8. Summarizing the situation in the rat a Division, it may be said that 
the whole Division, with the exception of the southern half of Seoni, is affected by 
distress, and that the affected area extends over 17,569 square miles with a popu- 
lation of 2,205,000. On the 23rd January 154.580 persons or 7 per cent. of this 
population were in receipt of Government relief, and up to the goth September, 
up to which date a continuance of Government relief measures will be neces- 
‘sary in all parts of the affected area, it may be estimated that 31 million amits 
will need relief. te 


g. In the Nagpur Division it is only in three districts that distress now 
exists otherwise than quite locally, and in only one of these, Balaghat, is the 
distress general or acute, From Chanda no distress is reported except in the 
remote Zamindari of Ambagarh Chauki in the north-west of the district and 
bordering on the Nandgaon Feudatory State. In Wardha, where a poor-house 
was opened and a tes! work started, it was found that only a few immigrants 
from other districts came to the poor-house and that the demand for work at the 
famine wage was very small. The poor-house has accordingly been closed, 
and the work will be continued as an ordinary work. In view of the good out- 
turn of juari which, in this district, covers nearly half the kharif area; and with 
a favourable rabi of which there now seems every hope, there will probably be 
but little need for further direct famine relief here. 


In Nagpur the greater part of the district gives no cause for anxiety, but 
there is a demand for labour and some degree of scarcity among the pooret 
classes in two small tracts in the north-west, two similar small tracts in the 
south-east, and a somewhat larger area in the north-east corner of the district. 
There is further some distress, owing to high prices and absence of demand for 
labour, among the poorer classes of the town population of Nagpur and 
Kamptee, especially among the labourers and weavers. The affected area, as 
so defined, may be estimated at 524 square miles, with re WES taking only 
Jo per cent. of the population of Nagpur city as affected, of 95,500 people. 


As regards measures of relief, there ate poor-housesat Nagpur and Kamptee, 
with an average population, during December, of nearly 1,800 persons, more than 
three-foutths of whom were women and children. Works (stone-breaking and 
earthwork), one under Municipal supervision and the rest under Public Works 
Department supervision, were started during December at six places, five in the 
Nagpur Tahsil and one near Umrer in the south-east. At first sufficient strict- 
ness in the exaction of a task was not shown, and numbers rapidly rose to over 
5,000. Under more systematic management numbers have steadily gone down, 
and there are at present only a little over 2,000 on the works. R25,000 were 

anted last December for land improvement loans. A certain amount of 
labour is thus provided. Neither relief centres nor village house-to-house relief 
have been found necessaty, and a recent careful report by the Deputy Com- 
missioner, based on personal observation of the distressed tracts in the north- 
west and north-east, shows that there is, as yet, no wandering and no cases of 
emaciation, All that he considers to be needed is sufficient work for those who 
are fit for labour, and, in the more remote parts, the opening of the forests to 
the extraction of edible products. Rabi prospects in this district are at present 
good ; the price of the staple food (juar), which inthe beginning of November 
stood at 11 seers per rupee, went down in the first-half of January to 15 seers 
and it is now selling at 13} seers per rupee. After allowing for harvest labour 
and relief in the wilder tracts, by the opening of the forests, the Chief Con- 
missioner doubts whether, after February, there will be any necessity for relief- 
works, except on a limited scale, and in those parts of the district where the 
people are mainly dependent on the outturn of the autumn crops. Even how- 
ever if a high estimate be taken, he does not think that provision need be made 


for more than an‘average of 2.000 a day or, say, half a million units between 


February 1st and the end of September, 
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~ relief will be necessary, bs, 


general, is more serious than that of : 
of the district, with an area of 1,750 square miles*and a pc pulati _ 399,000 
may be regarded as more or less affected by scarcity, though acute distress is 
confined to a tract of about 500 square miles in the extreme north-east, border- 
ing on yy and north of the Railway line. This particular part of the 
district is, 


Besides poor-houses at the tahsil head-quarters of Bhandara and Sakoli, 


owever, it should be observed, more thickly peopled than any other, 
and has a population of 165,000 persons 





(0. The’sittiation i’ Bhandaraptthough éven there distress is by to ‘gtidaha? 
‘al ie A tt fives. At whole of the northern half 
nd a population ‘of 390,000, 


at Tumsar, a municipal town, and at Gondia, on the northern road to Balaghat, 


there are four large road works under the Public Works Department distributed 
throaghout the affected area. After careful discussion it has been decided that 
neither relief centres nor village relief are, as yet, necessary ; though the Police 
and village mukaddams have had special orders issued to them with regard to 
the dieting and forwarding to poor-houses or relief-works of starving wanderers. 

A number of local works are being undertaken by malguzars either with 
their own funds or with the aid of takavi loans, and the Deputy Commissioner 
estimates that at the close of December these were giving employment to 2,000 
persons. 

In December last a grant of R2§,000 was made for land improvement 
loans, and this is now being supplemented in the more distressed tracts by an 
allotment from the grant from famine loans. This will supply useful village 
labour, for which in this district ample scope exists in the construction of irriga~ 
tion tanks. The Deputy Commissioner inspected all the works and the greater 
part of the distressed area during December and again in January. He found 
the condition of the people to be but little below normal, the few cases of ema- 
ciation being those of residents of Balaghat who had gone to Berar for harvest 
labour and were returning thence without having obtained it. The forests of 
this district have already been opened to the free extraction of fruits, mohwa 
and edibl- roots. Free grazing has also been sanctioned to all except Banjara’, 
Gaolis and professional cattle dealers. The numbers in receipt of relief in this 
district have fluctuated considerably—a result largely due to the fact that 
before work was fully organized strict tasks were not exacted. Even after the 
introduction of systematic tasks, however, the numbers now exceed 10,000 as 
compared with 4,600 at the beginning of December. 


The rabi area is 37 per cent. of the total cropped area, and nearly all 
of it has been sown. Harvest labour will thus give employment to considerable 
numbers, while the opening of the jungles will give relief during the hot weather 
months. Still, looking at the fact that the affected area is chiefly a rice tract 
and that the crops of the past three years have been bad, there will probably be 
considerable distress until the end of September. Estimating the average 
monthly number at 6,000 per diem, the Chief Commissioner thinks that provi- 
— should be made for the relief of 1} million units up to the end of Septem- 

er. ; 

The staple food in this district is common rice, and it grew steadily, 
though slowly, cheaper from the end of November until the middle of January, 
since when it has again risen. In the middle of November it was selling at 8} 
seers per rupee ; it is now being sold at 10 seers. No scarcity of food stocks 
need be anticipated in any part of this district. 


11, It isin the Balaghat District that the distress is most general and 
severe in the Nagpur Division. The rice crop, which is the main food-grain of 
the district, was a complete failure : the lesser millets also yivided badly, and 
the rabi area, always unimportant in this district, was still further diminished this 
year owing to the early failure of the monsoon rains. The general situation ‘of 
the district and the area and intensity of distress are well described by the 
Deputy Commissioner as follows :— : 

“The distress is universal throughout the district, bu i i > village. 
For the inhabitants of a few villages whee the rice birturh is eal ance Ohta “of 
the district or the malguzar is well off and does his duty by his tenants no ico of 
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_ “The uplands (¢.¢., the northern or Bebir Tabsil) are worse off than the lowlands 
both in tae outturn of the crop and as respects the number of resident capitalists, but 
they are thinly populated, whereas if the lowland tracts the population is as dense as in 

any at of the Central Provinces. The poorest part of the district is the eastern half of 

the Behir or northern tahsil, Tanks are fewer and the cultivators less intelligent. The 

harvest has been a greater failure there than in any part of the district, and special efforts 

will have to be made to prevent the whole tract relapsing into waste, the tenants being 

of migratory habits.” 


The whole district, covering an area of 3,139 square miles with a population 
of 383,000, must thus be regarded as affected by scarcity ; the northern tahsil, 
where distress is most severe, having an area of go9 miles with « population of 
87,000, chiefly aborigines. To provide relief for this district four large toad 
works have been started under the supervision of the Public Works Department ; 
two in che northern, with three relief camps on one of them and two in the 
southern tahsil, while two tanks have been excavated in the northern tahsil 
under the supervision of the Deputy Commissioner. Some 6,000 people are 
ae A tis employed on these works. ‘There are also poor-houses at Balaghat 
and Behir, 


Early in December a special yrant of R35,c00 was made for land improve- 
ment loans in this district, and a further considerable allotment will be made 
from the grant of five lakhs recently sancticned by the Government of India for 
famine loans. There is ample scope in this district for tank work, only 31 per 
cent. of the rice area being protected by irrigation, and local works will’ be par- 
ticularly useful here; especially in the northern tahsil as tending to keep a 
naturally migratory population in their villages. 

In the northern tahsil the opening of the jungles to the free extraction of 
mohwa, edible roots and fruits will afford much relief during the hot weather 
months, and will probably considerably diminish the pressure on the famine 
works until the monsoon breaks. 

The physical condition of the largely aboriginal population of the Behir or 
northern tahsil where distress is most severe is never very satisfactory, and is 
especially low in times of scarcity, such as have to be dealt with at present. 
Cases of emaciation are frequently met with both in the poor-houses and on the 
works, and it is probable that house-to-house relief in villages will have to be 
organized almost immediately. 

The situation here, indeed, is very similar to that of Mandla. and similar 
precautions and similar sustained and careful supervision will be need<d in both 
cases. 

The numbers in receipt of relief have so far shown no marked fluctuations. 
Early in December they reached 5,000, and i: is only recently that they hav- 
exceeded 6,000. The decrease during the last few weeks is nominal only, as it 
is due to atransfer of Balaghat workers to work within the Bhandara border. 


In this as in other tracts where the distress results from a failure of the. 
autumn crops and where the rabi area is inconsiderable, distress must, however, 
grow more severe with each succeeding week, and, even allowing for the open- 
ing of the forests in the hot weather months, the Chief Commissioner does not 
consider that it would be safe to estimate for less than a daily average of at 
least 10.000 persons or, say, 2} million units from ist February up to the end 
of September. 


The price of common rice which is the staple food here remained steady 
from the beginning of November to the middle of January at 9 seers per rupee. 
During the ne two weeks it has again risen, but with a good rabi harvest 
throughout Upper India and allowing for large imports of rice from Burma, 
there may be a slight fall later on and, in any case, no further rise is probable 
until the rains. In the monsoon months however transport, especially to the 
remote uplands of Behir, will become difficult : prices will certainly rise, and it 
may here, as in Mandla, be necessary that Government should step in to secure 
a supply of tood-grains where private agency fails. There is still however 
ample time to consider this question, and private t-ade will not be interfered 
with unless such a course be found absolutely necessary to provide food for the 
people. 
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12. Summing up the situation in the Nagpur Division, it may be said that 
the area affected by scarcity is 5,413 square miles with a population of 868,000 
persons. The numbers in receipt of Government relief on the 23rd January 
amounted to 15,884 persons or nearly 2 per cent of the population of the dis- 
tressed area. It is only however in Balaghat and, though certainly to a less. 
degree, in the north-east of Bhandara, an area of 3,639 square miles with a 
population of 548,000 persons, that distress 1s severe. The numbers for whom 
rélief will have to be provided up to the end of September may be estimated at 
4} million units. 

13. In the Nerbudda Division it may be said generally that there is a keen 
demand for labour but no severe local distress, except among the aboriginal tribes 
of Hoshangabad (Gonds and Korkus), in the Chhindwara Jagirs—.a tract of 
1,600 square miles to the north of the district of that name, and in the west 
and north of Betul, There is also, as must be expected, considerable distress 
everywhere among the infirm and aged poor whom the hard times deprive of 
their usual alms. 

In Hoshangabad the affected area consists practically of the whole of the 
two eastern tahsils, Hoshangabad and Sohagpur, the southern and northern 
borders of the two western tahsils and the Charwa pargana in the extreme west. 
In all these areas kharif predominates over rabi, and this crop was, in the current 
year, generally very poor. Acute local distress is not yet reported except in the 
hill and forest areas in the south and south-west, but there is a keen demand for 
labour at the famine wage, and cases of emaciated wanderers are to be found among 
the inmates of poor-houses, and among the aboriginal Gonds and Korkus who only 
come on Government works when forced by absolute destitution to do so. The 
affected area, as described above, extends over 3,794 square miles witha popula- 
tion of 375,000, amounting to 70 per cent. of the total population of the district. 

The shape of the district is long and narrow, and the demand for labour has 
been met by opening work under the supervision of the Public Works Depart- 
ment on five lengths of road running, roughly speaking, north and south, four 
being in the two eastern tahsils and one in the north the western tahsil. The 
only part not yet provided for is the south-west corner, but this is a tract of hill 
and forest sparsely inhabited by Gonds and Korkus. A proposal is however under 
consideration for opening a forest road through this tract and also for opening 
work under the supervision of the Public Works Department on the road joining 
the head-quarters of the Betul District with the western tahsil of Hoshangabad. 


Here, and indeed throughout the distressed areas of the Province, the Police 
have received stringent orders to diet and forward distressed wanderers to the 
nearest poor-house or relief-work, and similar instructions hav~- been issued under 
section 33 of ihe Central Provinces Famine Code to village mukaddams.’ 
Special concessions with regard to the rate on bamboos and articles made from 
bamboos have been made to relieve the forest tribes, and free grazing has been 
allowed to agriculturists. The realization of the kharif instalment of Land 
Revenue has been susp-nded throughout the two eastern tahsils, discretion being 
given to the Deputy Commissioner to suspend elsewhere in cases where he thinks 
this necessary. Poor-honses have been opened at Hoshangibad and Sohagpur. 
On the occasion of its inspection uy the Chief Commissioner in December nearly 
half the inmates of the Hoshangabad poor-house were found to be immigrants 
from Bnopal, and the condition of the remainder did not strike him as indicating 
any widespread or acute distress in the district. The general conduion of the 
labourers on one of the large works also inspected by Mz, Lyall in December was 
distinctly good, and the same observation kes been made by local cfficers who 
have inspected other works. The observation in the Government of India 
Revenue and Agricultural Department, Circular No. 3-F., dated the 24th January 
1895, that “ at any time when work is slack thousands of labourers will be ate 
tracted by a Government work on which remunerative employment is offered’? 
appears to the Chief Commissioner to be applicable to a great part of Hoshanga+ 
bad. Many of the labourers come for a few days, earn a rupee or two, and t 
return to their homes, and it is probable that a considerable number of those who 
come on to the works are not actually in need of famine relief and would no: suffer 
perceptibly if the relief were to be withdrawn. In other Cases, more especially 
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_ where work is provided near the homes of the aborigines, who even when pressed 
by hunger are most reluctant to leave their villagés, the urgent need of relief is 
yery clearly apparent from the low condition of the workers, and any contraction 
of work would at once result ina great inerease of suffering and probablé morta- 
lity. The question of relief centres and village relief has been carefully consider- 
4 for this district, but it has been decided that neither of these measures is as 

t necessary. Here as elsewhere, however, village relief will be started in all 
ocalities where che circumstances of the bulk of the people are so reduced as to 
make it impossible for them to support the helpless resident poor. 

The prospects of the rabi crop, which covers three-fourths of the whole 
cropped area, have been improved by the rain of December, but are still far from 
good. In the rich wheat tract of the western (Harda) tahsil the outturn is not 
estimated by the Deputy Commissioner, who has recently inspected the crops, 
at more than 6 annas, and the prospec's elsewhere, except in the central portion 
of one tahsil (Seoni), are similar. It is noticed indeed generally that the rain of 
December and January has done most good to the later sown crops, while those 
which were sown carly in the hardened soil of October have been much less 
benefited. 

| he numbers in receipt of relief which, at the beginning of December, were 
under 8,000, had exceeded 23,coo by the end of that month and have now reach- 
ed 36,000, These numbers will doubtless be reduced when the rabi comes to be 
reaped, and when the mohwa crop gives food to the aboriginal population, A 
stricter insistence on the performance of an adequate task ought also in the 
special circumstances of parts of the district to tend materially to diminish num- 
bers on some of the works. On the other hand, the Deputy Commissioner 
anticipates that there will be the usual immigration of labourers from the Satpura 
districts for the rabi harvest, and that in consequence of the restricted sowings 
and scanty crops of this year they will find but little employment and will conse- 
queutly swell the numbers on Government works, In view of all these considera- 
tions, it will be advisable, Mr. Lyall thinks, to make provision for a daily average 
of, say 25,000 people for the period ending goth September, giving an aggregate 
of, say, six million units for these eight months. = 

The prices of juar and wheat, which are the staple food-grains of this district, 
have shown frequent though slight fluctuations, but both grains are now a seer 
per rupee cheaper than they were in the first half of December. The good crop 
of juari in the Nagpur Division, it it is, later on, combined with a good abi 
harvest in the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab, should, moreover, 
materially cheapen both these food-grains, and with the facilities of communica- 
tiun which this district possesses there is no reason to fear either insufficiency 
of fond-stocks or unduly high prices. 

14. The situation and circumstances of the Narsinghpur District are in the 
main similar to those of Hoshangabad. Here also a scanty autumn crop has 
fallowed on three previous poor years, and the poorer classes, who depend largely 
on the kharif and who for the last three years have been deprived to a considerable 
extent of their usual harvest earnings in the spring, are in want of food and work, 

The affected area consists of a belt of hill and jungle skirting the northern 
and southern borders of the district, with a narrow strip on the western border 
running from north to south, ‘The inhabitants of the villages on the banks of the 
Nerbudda towards the centre of the district are also said to be feeling the effecis 
of a series of bad years, Even however in the richer central plain there is some 
degree of distress among the labourers and poorer cultivators, and a keen demand 
for work, The Deputy Commissioner now considers that the whole district 
should be regarded as more or less affected by scarcity. The extent of the 
affected area is thus 1,916 square miles with a population of 367,000 persons. 

A careful and interesting report on the situation and prospects of this district 
bas recently been submitted by the Deputy Commissioner (Mr. Younghusband), 
and I am to submit it, together with the forwarding letter of the Commissioner 
of the Division, fer the information of the Government of India. 

The scheme of relief here is similar to that adopted in Hoshangabad, and 
consisis of five road works under the supervision of the Public Works Depart- 
ment, chiefly feeder lines running north and south to the railway. Two of these 
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ate in the western and three In the eastern tahsit;’ Neither if this district nor in 
Hoshangabad is there any scope for local works. There are three poor-houses, 
two atthe tahsil head-quarters and the other at Chhota-Chhindwara (or Ghoti- 
gaon) oh the railway line to the east of the district. 


The Deputy Commissioner reports that he is now organizing village house-to- 
house relief, but he has not yet submitted his detailed proposals. It seems 
unlikely that relief of this kind will be needed except in isolated localities where 
the circumstances of the inhabitants have been especially reduced. So far, the 
dieting of starving wanderers by the police and village mukaddams has been 
found sufficient. The forest concessions made in Hoshangabad with regard to 
bamboos, articles manufactured from bamboos and free grazing have been 
extended to this district also. The condition of the people on the works and in 
the affected area generally is reported to be normal. Wandering has not begun 
and cases of emiciation are, except among the inmates of the poor-houses, rare. 
From the notes of Inspecting Officers which have reached him, the Chief Com- 
missioner is inclined to think that the remarks which he has made with regard to 
a certain proportion of the classes in receipt of relief in Hoshangabad apply here 
also. Of the large numbers who come on to the works a good many are not 
yet in actual distress, and a careful localization of works in areas actually dis- 
tressed and a steady insistence on an adequate task are no less necessary here 
than in that district. 


The Chief Commissioner has recently visited the Narsinghpur District. His 
experience is that there is considerably less distress here than in Hoshangabad. 
He inspected two large works, but did not observe, except in a few cases, any 
symptoms of previous privation, There are, however, numerous small cultivators 
on the works both here and in Hoshangabad who, if labour were not provided, 
would speedily sink into utter destitution. The same remark applies with even 
greater force to the large bodies of agricultural and other labourers who throng 
to the works. 


The rabi prospects on the restricted area sown, which is now estimated at 
about half of the normal, have been somewhat improved by the rain of December 
and January and are now reported to be fairly good, though recent hailstorms 
have caused considerable damage locally. 


The numbers in receipt of relief have, in this district, risen very rapidly. At 
the beginning of December the total just reached 1,000; by the end of that 
month it exceeded 8,000 ; and the latest returns show Over 20,090 in receipt of 
Government relief. 


The Chief Commissioner does not consider that these numbers will be very 
materially exceeded. Harvest labour may lessen them for a time, and the lower 
range of prices which a good rabi crop in the North-Western Proyinces and 
Punjab may be expected to bring with it will also tend to relieve distress... There 
must, however, be a good deal of suffering among the poorer classes, who live 
in tracts mainly cropped with kharif, until the kodo, kutki and makka are once 
more reaped in August and September, while even on the rabi area the poor 
harvests of past years, combined with restricted sowings and a scanty crop in 
the current year, must continue to cause considerable distress. The Chief 
Commissioner would therefore be inclined to estimate for a daily average of 
about 20,000 persons until the end of September, and thinks that provision 
should be made for say five million units for that period, 


Prices here have been steadier than in Hoshangabad: juar now sells at 11 


seers per rupee against 9 seers in the beginning of November, while wheat and 
gram have remained steady at 9 and 10 seers per rupee for the last six weeks, 


- 15. In the Nimar district there has so far been even less distress than was 
anticipated. A number of the weavers in the town of Burhanpur have been 
thrown out of work by the absence of demand for cloth, but this is probably as 
much due to the fact that the current year isa “ singhast” year, when no 
marriages are celebrated, as to any effect of a scarcity. Juar, it is true, which i$ 
the staple crop of the district, yielded only half of a full outturn, but the crops of 
the three previous years were above the average, and no distress is reported 
amgng‘the agricultural classes in either the central (Khandwa) or western 
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{Burk tahsil, In the'Harsud or eastern tahsil (till October last # portion of 
Ox panhaheabad). lla, the cropsof previous years had been bad, Gisteo pes 
_ anticipated among the aboriginal amg ofwhom the population largely consists, 
. but a test work which has now been open for some time has failed to attract 
more than a small number of workers, *~ 
It will probably suffice for the present to provide a local relief work at 
Burhanpur and to relieve out-of-work weavers (if they can be induced to accept 
such relief) under section 105 of the Central Provinces Famine Code: to havea 
poor-house at Khandwa and to keep open the test work in the Hlarsud~ or 
eastern tahsil. The Police have also been provided with funds for the relief 
of starving wanderers. The Chief Commissioner visited the Khandwa poor-house 
on the istinstant. The persons contained in it, some 60 in number, were almost 
without exception foreigners from Bhopal, Indore, the North-Western Provinces. 
and Oudh, and a few from other districts of the Central Provinces ; many of them: 
had come as pilgrims to Nasik and Onkar Mandhata, and had spent their funds 
on the way. He has also seen Burhanpore, where the poor-house was practically 
empty. So far, no part of this district can be regarded as affected by scarcity, 
and it will merely be treated as under observation. 


16, It was stated in paragraph 4 of my previous letter of December that the 
Chhindwara district as a whole gave but little cause for serious anxiety, though 
special measures of relief would be needed for the 1,600 square miles of rugged 
country cn the north known as the jagirs. Since then, Prospects in the southern 
or Sausar tahsil, as well as in all the level portion of the northern tahsil, have been 
still further improved by the rain of December and January, and the present 
“prospects of the spring crops are said by the people—and Mr. Lyall’s personal, 
observation confirms this view—to be excellent. After considering the full and 
careful reports of the Officiating Deputy Commissioner (Mr. Ryves), a copy of 
which, with the Chief Commissioner's remarks and orders thereon, is submitted 
for the information of the Government of India, and after a visit to the district, 
the Chief Commissioner thinks that the only tracts where Government relief will’ 
be necessary are the jagirs to the north, the Amarwara Pargana immediately 
bordering on the jagirs to the east, and a tract of hilly country also bordering on 
the jagirs to the west. The extent of the affected area, as thus defined, is some 
2,000 miles with a population of 135,009, or one-third of the total population of 
the district. 

lhe measures of relief proposed for this district fell under two heads : (a) 
relief-works proper and (6) the special measures of relief which have been found 
necessary to meet the peculiar circumstances of the jagirs. The main relief- 
works for the jagirs are two roads, running north-west and north-east from Chhind- 
wara respectively, and two large tanks, one paid for from estate funds and carried 
out as an ordinary work for able-bodied people and a second which is to be carried 
out as a famine work on the principles adopted for works executed with the aid 
of famine loans. All these works are now in ogress. Other similar tanks are 
being seweged for by the jagirdars themse ves. For the tracts south of the 
jagirs, local works with the aid of famine loans are to be at once arranged for in 
the east, while to the west an existing road to Betul is to be improved from 
District Council Funds, the work being carried out on Famine Code principles. 


The partial failure of the mohwa crop of 1895, coupled with the scanty out- 
turn of kodo and kutkilast autumn, has a ready reduced numbers of the resource- 
less aborigines who inhabit the jagirs to so great an extent as to make them 
incapable of work until they have, for a time, been fed and looked after, To 
provide for such cases the jagirs have been divided into four relief circles with 1 5 
relief centres in charge of patwaris and other local officials, where gratuitous relief 
in kind will be given to those who are unfit for work. The necessity for these 
arrangements will diminish as those who have been incapacitated by hunger regain 
their strength, and will pron altogether cease with the ripening of the mohwa 
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crop in March and April, provided, that is, that this crop is a good one. Apart from 
these special measures for the jagirs, poor-houses have been established-at the 
head-quarters of the district and at the chief village of the Amarwara tract to 
the east and immediately under the jagirs where distress has declared itself: 
The Chhindwara rat ean yas inspected by Mr. Lyall. Cases of great. 
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emaciation, , and neither the number nor the appearance: of | Iie 

gave reagons f nking that distress was tithe acute OF» teint Th 
vernment forests in this district had not previously Nese opened for the extrac- 

tion of mohwa, edible roots and fruits, but this has now been arranged for. ‘The 

jagirs, however, which are mainly forest tracts in he paneer possession of t 
irdars, have long been free to the aboriginal races which inhabit them. “The 

rele which the forests afford is chiefly confined, it may be observed, to the hot 
ther months. 

The numbers in receipt of relief in this district have until recently, when 
relief measures on the jagirs have been fully or anized, risen steadily, but not 
very rapidly. In the middle of December the total stood at about 1,000; by the 
gth of Jarcuary it was nearly 4,500, while recent returns show a total of more than 
11,000. If, however, the mohwa crop yields well, and if the rabi harvests are as 
ae as they now promise to be, they will give food, labour and considerably 
cheaper prices. In these circumstances the Chief Commissioner doubts whether 
provision need be made for more than an average of say 5,000 a day for the next 
eight months : this, indeed, is an outside estimate, and is equivalent to about one 
and a quarter million units until the end of September. 

The price of juar, the staple food of this district, shows curious fluctuations. 
Early in November it was selling at 12 seers for the rupee: after the rain of 
November it sank to 16} seers, and since then it has been slowly rising, owing 
chiefly to exportations to the Nerbudda valley. At present it is selling at 13 
seers per rupee. With the fairly good juar crop of the Nagpur Division and 


Berar, and with cheaper wheat, it is unlikely that prices will go much higher than 
this. Indeed a somewhat lower price may be tairly anticipated from March or April. 
In the Southern Tahsil and in that part of the Northern Tahsil which lies below 
the hills there is thus no cause for anxiety as to insufficiency of food supply. In 
the jagirs, however, import is well-nigh impracticable during the rains, and if the 
mohwa crop even partially fails, it may be necessary to adopt special measures for 
the import of food into these tracts to meet the demand in the monsoon months. 
The attention of the Commissioner of the Division has already been drawn to this 
matter, and he has been asked to consider it with special reference to the recent 
instructions of the Government of India on this subject. 


17. The circumstances of the Betul District generally resemble those of 
Chhindwara. In the level country in the east, centre and part of the north of the 
district, where rabi crops predominate, there is no perceptible distress, nor with the 
present good prospects of the spring cropsis any scarcity anticipated. In the wide 
belt of hill and forest country which surrounds the district on all sides except the 
east, where the population is ely aboriginal and where the people are main 
dependent on kharif crops, which proved in 1896 an almost entire failure, there is 
already considerable distress. This tract covers an area of 2,389 square miles with 
a population of 128,000, or 40 per cent. of the total population of the district. 
Here, as in Chhindwara, a good mohwa crop will no doubt do much in the way of 
relief, and good spring crops will give a certain amount of labour both here and 
in the Nerbudda Valley Districts and in Berar, where numbers of ple from 
Betul are in the habit of going at harvest time. Even altowing for this, however, 
considerable measures of relief are needed, and here, as in the jagirs of Chhind- 
wara, a special organization will be required to provide for those members of the 
aboriginal population of the hill and jungle country on the northern, western and 
southern borders of the district whom a bad mohwa crop and a deficient autumn 
harvest in 1896 have made incapable even of the lightest labour. The relief 
measures so far adopted are three large roads, each under the supervision of the 
‘Public Works Department and radiating from the head-quarters town to the 
‘north-west, north-east and south respectively. These roads pass throu the 
sheart of the affected tracts in each direction, and will, it is believed, furnish work 
for all who need it. An officer with previous famine experience has recently been 
deputed to arrange the special measures of gratuitous relief which are required for 
remote tracts. His report is now under consideration, and no time will be lost in” 
organizing relief centres on similar lines to those which are being followed inthe 
Chhindwara jagirs. In some specially circumstanced tracts ‘a the distressed » 
area it will further be advisable to organize village house-to-house relief. There 
js but slight scope in this district for local works affording suitable employment 
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Except in the more remote hill and forest viluges, wher asin Chhindwaray ; 





‘the failure of the kharif accentuated the distress resulting from a previous scanty. 


ield of mohwa, the condition of the people is at present fairly normal. Some, 
our thousand workers were recently examined by the Civil Surgeon, and he 
reported them with only two exceptions to be well nourished. No wandering has. 
yet been reported among residents of the district, and cases of emaciation are 
rare. In the more remote tracts, however, the general condition is low, and it is 
necessary that relief centres and village relief should be organized with-, 
out delay. The Deputy Commissioner is now doing his utmost to effect 
this. The numbers in receipt of relief increased very slowly during Decem- 
ber, when it is probable that the poorer classes were still subsisting on the 
produce of their scanty autumn crops, and even at the end of that month were still 
below 2,000. Since that time, however, the total has been going up more rapidly, 
and at present exceeds 12,000. With a good mohwa crop and with harvest labour 
in the district itself, the Nerbudda Valley Districts, and in Berar, there should be 
some decrease in numbers, but on the other hand distress among those who 
are without resources and who have no food supplies must grow and add to the 
numbers in need of relief until another autumn crop can be reaped. Provision 
should therefore be made, the Chief Commissioner thinks, for an average of about 
7,000 people, or say for 1} million units, up to the end of September. 


The price of juar, the staple food grain, has slowly but steadily risen since the 
end of November, and now stands at ten seers per rupee. The juar crop of the past 
autumn was, in this district, poor, varying from 6 to 8 annas. Moreover, importa- 
tion has not yet begun. The Depety Commissioner anticipates, however, thata 
good rabi crop will affect the price of this grain also, and that it is not probable 
that it will rise much higher. : 


18. Summarizing the situation in the Nerbudda Division, it may be said that 
it is only in Hoshangabad and Narsinghpur that distress is at all general, and even 
in these districts the chief form in which it shows itself is in a keen demand for 
remunerative labour. In Chhindwara there is some acute distress in the jagirs 
to the north and the tracts immediately bordering on them, while in Betul some 
two-fifths of the population of the large hill and forest area are affected by 
scarcity, which, however, except in the more remote forest villages, is certainly 
not acute. In Nimar there is at present no distress except among a few score 
of weavers in the town of Burhanpur and among the aboriginal population of the 
eastern tahsil. Theltotal affected area covers 10,100 square miles with a population 
of 1,005,000. On the agtd January there were 62,276 persons in receipt of Gay- 
ernment relief, or 6 per cent. of the population of the distressed area. It is 
estimated that for the period from 1st February to end of September provision 
should be made for the relief of 13} million units, 

1g. Inthe Chhattisgarh Division distress is confined, as was shown in my 
previous letter, to the Raipur and Bilaspur districts. No distress is at present 
reported from Sambalpur, and it is not probable that any special measures of 
famine relief will be found necessary there, except perhaps in a small tract in the 
north-west corner of the district bordering on Bilaspur. 

In the Raipur district such distress as exists has resulted from a_ failure, 
except in the Dhamtari or southeren tahsil, of the rice crop, which occupies more 
than two-thirds of the total cropped area of the district, following on a similar 
failure in the previous year. Prior to 1895-96 the harvests in the district had, 
however, been for a series of years uniformly good, so that with a good harvest. 
in the present year the distress should disappear. ye 

The affected area comprises‘the whole of the Khalsa portion of the distriét 
north of the great eastern road, a small tract to the west of the district and south 
of that road in the soutliern tahsil, and the nine zamindaries forming the western 

of the district from north to south, In no part of this area was the 
outturn of the recent rice-crop more than four annas, while in many parts it did 
not exceed two annas. The parts. where distress is said to be acute are the 
north-east corner of the district and a small tract of country to the west of the 
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o£) Wg” regards relicf measures, the arrangements are still not so complete 
the Chief Commissioner would desire to see them, and he has reason to fear 
that neither the Deputy Commissioner nor the Commissioner has yet acquired 
that grasp of the situation which is essential to the organization | of a complete 

and practical scheme of relief. This is the more disappointing as the Chief 
Commissioner had, at the conference of November, laid down all the necessary 
points for their guidance, leaving it to them to work out the arrangements in 
detail) Some allowance must no doubt be made for the large areas and popula- 
tion ipvolved, the difficulty of communications and the fact that any scarcity on 
a large scale is a novel feature in the economic history of the district. It must 
also be remembered that a series of previous good years have left behind them 
large surplus stocks, and tkat, though the rice crop of 1896 was scanty, it, In 
most cases, yielded a sufficient outturn to supply the people with food for two or 
three months at least. In these circumstances the question of relief has not the 
same urgency here as it has in the northern parts of the Province or in Balaghat, 
where bad harvests fell on a people already suffering from a succession of un- 
favourable seasons. Mr. Lyall has, however, now furnished the Deputy Com- 
missioner, in a letter copy of which | am to forward, with detailed instructions 
as to what he is to do, and it is hoped that arrangements will shortly be com- 
pleted there on the same precise and practical footing as in other parts of 





the Province. 

Meanwhile the oul greatest distress in the north-east and north-west 
have been provided for by three roads under the supervision of the Public Works 
Department, and a fourth road is being started for the distressed tract in the 
southern tahsil. The Deputy Commissioner has also arranged in personal 
consultation with the zamindars for relief measures in those areas on the western 
border. Moreover, extensive arrangements have been made for the grant of land 
improvement and famine loans, R80,000 having been recently sanctioned for this 

uurpose in addition to R20,000 previously allotted for ordinary land improvement 
cans. Finally, registers for those entitled under section 34 of the Code to 
gratuitous relief in their homes have been prepared throughout the most distressed 
area, and five poor-houses have been opened, two at tahsil head-quarters in the 
two northern tahsils, and the three others at large villages inthe heart of the 


. most severely distressed tracts. 


It is clear, however, that this is not enough. Itis probable that relief 
centres are needed in localities where the conditions have been specially unfavour- 
able, while house-to-house relief in villages whichis now being organized will have 
to be put into operation inall cases wheré the circumstances of the villages have 
been so much reduced that they are unable to support their local poor. 


The forests in the north-eastern and eastern portions of the district have been 
opened for the free extraction of mohwa, edible roots and fruits, and rates on 
gtass, firewood and building wood have been materially lowered for the poorer 
classes. Similar concessions will be made elsewhere as soon as they are re- 
ported to be necessary. 


The Deputy Commissioner has also been given discretion to suspend the 
kharif instalment of land revenue up to a limit of 2 lakhs of rupees within the 
affected area. ; ia 


So far, the numbers that have resorted to the relief-works show no indica- 
tibh of widespread distress, nor do they even show that there is a keen demand 
for labour at a famine wage. During December they did not exceed 3,000, 
and according to the latest returns the total number falls short of 11,000, 

e scanty crops of last autumn are now, however, being rapidly consumed 
and in the greater part of the district there are no forests to give relief | 
nor is harvest labour available except to a very moderate extent, On the other ' 
hand, however, until a year ago harvests have been unusually , the settle- 
ment is a very light one, falling at about 6 annas per acre, and the watts of rice 
cultivation must in past years have been very considerable. There are numbers’ 
of malguzars, and even of tenants, who will be ready and willing to use the cheap” 
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{iunin Ieange The Chie! Compissoner. be po 
id of famine loans. The ommissioner on several previous 

sions pointed eg that this is the ost useful form that feats veliekmcie can 
take in Chhattisgarh, andvit is on these works that he wishes the Deputy Com- 
missioner chiefly to rely. This fact, however, and the absence of detailed or 
reliable information as to stocks in distressed areas, make it peculiarly difficult to 
form an estimate of the numbers who are likely to stand in need of direct 
Government relief during the next eight montlis in Raipur, and any such estimate 
must be almost entirely largely conjectural. From such in{ormation as is before 
him, the Chief Commissioner considers a daily average of 20,0c0 to be a proz 
bably not unduly low estimate. This would necessitate provision being made 
for say 4} million units up to the end of September. 


So far, the classes who frequent the works are labourers and petty agricul- 
turists. Throughout Chhattisgarh, where the smaller cultivators depend entirely 
on rice, it is their regular custom to leave their villages in search of work as soon 
as their rice crop has been reaped, and to return again to their homes in June. 
The presence of men of this class on the works is therefore no symptom of 
special distrese. The general condition of the people is reported to be fairly 
normal, and cases of wandering owing to want have not yet been reported. 


The course of prices also gives no apparent ground for anxiety. The price 
of wheat and rice has remained almost steadily at 10 seers per rupee since the 
beginning of November, and a good rabi harvest will no doubt tend to cheapen 
both grains. Stocks, with certain local exceptio re believed to be sufficient, 
and communications throughout the affected area ood, There is thus no 
reason to fear any insufficiency of food supply. ; 

As regards the prospects of the rabi, it is stated that not more than one- 
fourth to on -third of the normal rabi area has been sown, the loss being chiefly 
in ‘utera’ or spring corps sown boardcast in rice fields after the rice has been cut. 
What was sown hs germinated well, and prospects are at present favourable. 
The outturn of the rabi cannot, however, except by contributing to lower prices, 
perceptibly affect the general situation, and distress must continue until a 
good autumn corp brings general relief. 

20. In Bilaspur more than four-fifths of the total kharif area and about half 
the total cropped area of the district is under rice. The outturn of this erop 
has been Pa by a large number of crop experiments made in all parts of the 





districts. These give an average of about 4 annas for the whole district, the 


western or Mungeli Tahsil showing the most unfavourable results with an average 
of little more than three annas. In the central or Bilaspur Tahsil the outtura 
averaged over four annas, while in the eastern or Janjgir Tahsil it was abovefive’ 
annas. Itmay be mentioned that the rice crop varied in the same way in 
1895-96, it being worst in the western tahsil and best in. the eastern, the Bilaspur 
Tahsil holding a place midway between the two. Previous to 1895-96, harvests 
throughout the district had for some years, as has been noticed in Raipur also, 
been exceptionally good. The part now chiefly affected by scarcity is, as might 
be expected from the above facts, the western or Mungeli Tahsil, especially in its’ 
northern and western half. In the zamindaris bordering on it the situation is 
similar. There is also distress in the north-west of the Bilaspur or central 
tahsil and in the part of that tahsil south of the Sheonath river and bordering on 
the Raipar District. The eastern tahsil is not as a whole severely affected, 
though there are villages in it where some distress is reported. The Deputy 
‘Commissioner ‘accor ingly thinks that the whole district with an area of 8,gax 
square miles and a population of 1,164,000 persons should be regarded. 
afected by scarcity. ia di , 

In the full and interesting report on the situation which the Deputy Commis- 
‘sioner (Mr. Cooke) has submitted, and a copy of which, with Chief Commis- 
sioner’s orders on it, is forwarded for the information of the Government of India, 
he points out that rice cultivation, in good years, is particularly fitable, that 
large stocks have been laid up in previous prosperous times, and that the people 


“have, so far, by no means ex austed their resources. In his recent tour through 


‘the affected tratts he observed no cases of wandering as a consequence of distress, 


who w gad carry out such me agk re ; 
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s any cases of emaciation in villages. 1H 
: Tol Wolk’ in the Spring and summer months 
stoin of the smaller cultivators. ‘The Deputy Commissionemmet many such 
ps of migrants, but in no case did they wish to.go ov relief works or show the - 
ir, of distress. Test works - eee in November failed to attract 
ourers,  It-is only in the present month that two large road works under the 
Public Works Department have been opened in the distressed tahsils, and that 


poor-houses, supported by Government funds, have been found necessary. 
~~ For the relief of the cultivating classes the Deputy Commissioner has been 
a ae to suspend up to one-third of the current kharif instalment of land 
venue throughout the affected area. 
fn the large zamindari estate of Pandaria in the north-west, which is under 
Government management, relief works were started in Novermber, but the numbers 
who have hitherto availed themselves of them have been small, though they are 
now growing larger. It is probable that when the scanty tice crop has been con- 
sumed and now that ficld labour in rice harvesting is no longer available, distress 
in this district may increase, but there is no reason to suppose ihat it will at any 
time be acute except in detached localities where the agricultural conditions have 
been specially unfavourable. It is to ascertaining and arranging for such locali- 
ties that the chief attention of the Deputy Commissioner, and the Convenanted 
Assistant who has, since the beginning of December, been placed on special duty 
in this district in connection with the scarcity, must be directed, and the Chief 
Commissioner believes that the local officers fully understand what is needed in 
this matter. o 

As was pointed out iff my former letter, our main reliance in Bilaspur as in 
Raipur must be placed on small works, chiefly irrigation tanks, carned out by 
malguzars and the better class of tenants, either with their own funds or, in the 
more distressed tracts, with the aid of famine loans. The Deputy Commissioner 
reports that numerous such works are now in progress, and that both he and the 
Assistant Commissioner on special duty are arranging for many more. He adds 
that the cultivating classes have taken to heart the lesson which the prema- 
ture cessation of the monsoon rains in the past two years might have been 
expected to teach them, and that they are now eager to carry out these 
irrigation works the value of which has been so fully proved by recent experience. 
There can in the Chief Commissioner's opinion be no more useful form of tamine 

_ labour than such works afford, and if they can be made sufficiently numerous to 
provide labour for all who need it, they would be much preferable to road works 
These latter can be much more cheaply and effectively done in ordinary times . 
they take the people away from their homes and do not effect that insurance 
against future scarcity which the construction of irrigation tanks secures. The 
local officers will therefore be instructed, as has, indeed, already been 
done, to do all they can to encourage malguzars and tenants to execute such 
works. A grant of Rs. 70,000 from famine loans, in addition to Rs. 20,000 for 
land improvement loans granted in November last, has recently been made in 
Bilaspur, and it is believed that this can be usefully distributed “before the end 
of the year. 

As regards the numbers who will need Government relief, it is hoped, in view 
of the circumstances which have just been stated, that the need for large works 
will not be great. For an estimate of numbers to be made with any. approach to 
sce more experience is necessary than is yet available in Bilaspur, but the 
Chief Commissioner considers that, to take a high limit, more than ‘ods 
a¥erage of 10,000 will not need Government relief, and that if provision be made 
for two million units up to the end of September it will be sufficient. Such an 
estimate, however, is obviously almost entirely conjectural, and the actual number 
on large work must chiefly depend on the number of local works which can be 
arranged for. 

The price of rice—the staple food in this district—which 
for the rupee in the beginning of November, fell to 11 eae tho nada rth 
December and remained at that price until the middle of January. These pric es 
led to considerable exports, which have recently had the effect of hardening besa 
the most recent returns again showing only g seers for the rupee. Exports wilt 



















thus be checked and the Depu bin egereobry oner does not anticipate any further. 
rise. “Indeed, it is not imy e that a good wheat crop in the North-Western 
Provinces and the‘Punjab may cause a slightfall. 

a1, The situation in the division may be summarized by saying that there 
is some measure of distress in the nothern half of Raipur and in the western 
zamindaris of that district ; also in the greater portion of Bilaspur, specially in 
the west and north and ina small tract tothe south. The affected area covers 
12,341 square miles, and has a population of 1,874,000, of which 6} million units 
may be estimated as likely to need Government relief to the end of September 
On the 23rd January there were 13,162 persons in receipt of Government relief 
or only ‘7 per cent. of tho population of the affected area. 


In consequence of previous good years and large food stocks, there is as yet, 
so far as is known, no very acute distress in these two districts, and it is hoped 
that by giving timely work in sufficiently numerous places, the occurrence of any 
such distress may be entirely avoided. In both these districts our chief relianc 
must, as has alredy been stated, be placed on local works—chiefly irrigation tanks. 


22. Reviewing the situation in the province as a whole, it may be stated that 
the affected area covers 45,000 square miles with a population of six million 
persons. There were on the 23rd. January-in this area 246,000 persons, or 4 
per cent. of the population of the affected tracts, in receipt of Government 
relief, and it is estimated that from the beginning of the current month until the 
end of September relief will be required for 61 million units. 

There is acute and general distress in the districts of the Jubbulporé Division 
with the exception of the southren half of Seoni, and also in Balaghat in the Nag- 
pur Division. Here distress must continue until well on in the autumn. In the 
wild forest and hill country of Hoshangabad, Chhindwara and Betul there is also 
severe distress among the aboriginal tribes. This will, however, diminish with a 
good mohwa crop and will certainly not become more severe. Next to these, a 
regards the degree of general distress, may be placed the level portions of the 
Nerbudda valley districts of Hoshangabad and Narsinghpur and the northern half 
of Bhandara in the Nagpur Division, Throughout this area scarcity is certainly 
being felt, but, so far, this chiefly shows itself in a keen demand for labour and in 
some suffering among the infirm and the aged who cannot, as in ordinary times, 
depend upon the charity of those who are better off. Here ri relief-works 
combined with poor- houses and some measure of village relief will however, it is 
hoped, do all that is needed until October to prevent further suffering and to 
relieve such as now exists. 

Further, in Raipur and Bilaspur—and circumstances are similar in a ro 4 ¥ 
part of Nagpur—there is a certain degree of scarcity, but, so far, the people 
been chiefly living on their autumn crops or on the wages of local labour, and 
re mR a has scarcely been called for. The necessity for some measure 
of Government relief has now however begun, but it is hoped that the largé 
number of local works of improvement which are to be carried out either from 
private funds or with the aid of famine loans will in nearly all parts meet such 
distress as exists and preven: it from increasing. 


The Province may thus be divided into :— 


(a) Tracts where distress is general and severe (Jubbulpore Division, 
except the Seoni tahsil in the district of the same name, Balaghat, 

and parts of: Hoshangabad, Chhindwara and Betul), Area 25,891 

square miles with a population of, say, 2,951,000. 

(0) Tracts considerably affected by scarcity with a general demand for 
---Jabour at a famine wage, but where there is little or no distress 

except among the aged or infirm who are at all times unable to 

work (the greater part of Hoshangabad, Narsinghpur and the 

north of Bhandara). Area 7,621 square miles with a population 

of 1,187,000. a . 

pers ‘Tracts where the staple crop has failed at eré, now that presen 
ye © e! potest are dehaattsd: scarey is beginning to be felt (Raipur and 
at Bilaspur, a small detached area on the east of Chanda and part of 

_-. © Nagpur), Area 20,797 square miles with a population of 2,876,000. 
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“(d) Tracts at present unaffected by scarcity (Wardha, the east of Cha 
w _ the south of Bhandara, the Diver gee of Nagpur, the sou ie 
Chhindwara and Seoni, part of Betul, Nimar and Sambalpur). 
Area 32,297 square miles with a population of 3,770,000. — 


ya 
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a3. As regards the duration of the distress in these Provinces, the Chief 
Commissioner is unable to add anything to what was said in paragraph 9 of my 
fetter No. 4988, dated the 16th December 1896. The most important immediate 
factor in determining the future development and extent of distress is the outturn 
of the spring crops not only in the Central Provinces, but throughout India. 
As’ regards these Provinces, it will be observed that the tabular statement 
embodied in paragraph 2 of this letter gives the rabi area of the current year as 

per cent. below the normal, while in some of the richest rabi districts, notably in 
Riouingabad and Narsinghpur, the prospects of the crop are far from good. There 
has, the Chief Commissioner understands, been a similar, though, owing to irriga- 
tion, a less marked curtailment of the rabi area in the North-Western Provinces and 
the Punjab, and however good the crops on the areas sown my | be, they cannot, 
looking at the great depletion of stocks which has been caused by a series of bad 
years and by the recent scanty autumn harvest, sullice to lower prices to the 
normal level or to give even that ordinary measure of relief to the poorer classes 
which is afforded by harvest labour and by the savings which are possible from 


liberal harvest wages. There will doubtless, as has already been indicated in, 


detail, be some decrease at harvest time in the numbers of relief workers, while 
the mohwa crop, provided it is a good one, will attract large numbers to the fcrests 
until the monsoon breaks. But such diminished harvest wages as are earned will 
soon be exhausted, while the advent of the rains wiil drive the people back from 
the junglés into poor-houses or on to works. While, therefore, some measure of 
decrease in nunbers may be estimated from March to the end of May, 
Mr. Lyall anticipates that in the beginning of June numbers will again rise at least 
to their present figure if not above it, and that these numbers will, even after 
making all due allowance for the demand for agricultural labour during the 
monsoon months, remain at about that figure until the early autumn crops can 
be reaped in late August and September. He is therefore arranging to provide 
relief for at least a daily average of 200,000 persons up to the end of September. 
The development of events after September depends on the character of the 
monsoon rains, and it would be useless to attempi any prediction on this point 
until the character of the rains is known. 


24. In paragraph 13 of my letter of the 16th December, the Chief Commis- 
sioner indicated the general lines on which he proposed to organize famine relief 


‘a e affected tracts. In my present letter the actual arrangements which have 


so lar been made in each district have been shown in some detail. The expeti- 
ence which has now been gained tends to show that the organization of famine 


“~welief must, if it is to be effective, be made with strict reference to local conditions, 


and to the previous agricultural history of each distressed tract. Where distress 
is acute and where previous bad years have exhausted resources, numerous large 
works under the Public Works Department, combined with poor-houses and rural 
relief centres for wanderers and those temporarily unfit for labour and with village 
house-to-house relief for those who are chronically helpless, have proved neces- 
sary, In less distressed tracts the provision of work for all who need jt. com- 
bined with orders to the Police and mukaddams to forward wanderers to the nektant 
work or poor-house, has been found sufficient, while in remote parts of the Pro- 
vince, consisting of inaccessible hill and forest and largely inhabited by aborigines 
whom only absolute want will induce to leave their homes, it has been found ad- 
yisable to provide gratuitous relief and light labour at convenient and fairl 

numerous centres close to their homes. Finally, in tracts like Chhattis * 
where distress is more or less localized to villages or groups of villages, a spatiin 


of local works with a few larger works, combined with vill i 
distressed areas, is found bebe most suitable. siiantihinc statis”... 


In paragraph 3 of your letter No. 111-F., dated the 4th 
observed that the Chief Commissioner did not consider pol oem) ew pi 
he wrote on the 16th December, was as yet sufficiently : 


sla ate ath “of ci t acute to necessi 
organization of relief circles and yillage-to-village inspection ; and wat pe ios 
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Lili. foes 4, " . 
out that the great rise in price c ts biog combined with the exhaustion of 
‘Fesources in several districts owing to a succession of bad seasons, might make 
this form of relief necessary at ati earlier stage than would otherwise have been 
the case. In this connection the Chief Commissioner desires, however, to point 
out that the question of arranging for village relief hao by no means been over- 
looked by him, and that in Revenue Department Circular letter No. 4526-4528, 
dated the 20th November 1896, a set of detailed rules directing the preparation 
of village regis.ers under section 34 of the Central Provinces Famine Code, and 
ordering the opening of relief centres wherever such method of relief might seem 
to be necessary, was circulated to all Deputy Commissioners. Under section 3 
of the Central Provinces Famine Code, however, it rests with Commissioners eS 





Divisions to decide when it may be needful to start village relief, and the Chief oe 


- Commissioner did not think it advisable at that early stage to interfere with this 
discretion. The question was, however, fully considered during November and’ 
December for all districts, and registers under section 34 were prepared during 
these months for all distressed parts of the Province. It is only, however, in 
the Jubbulpore Division, where distress is far more acute and general than else- 
where, that it has been found necessary to organize this form of relief through- 
out the affected areas. 

The largely increasing numbers of famine-stricken people in poor-houses and 
the consideration of the difficulty there must be in returning them to their homes 
when the famine is over have, however, recently led the Chief Commissioner to 
give special attention to the proper place of village and poor-house relief. Tespec- 
uvely in a comprehensive famine scheme. His views on the subject coincide to 
a large extent with those expressed by Sir A. MacDonnell in a circular which 
was forwarded te the Chief Commissioner with your letter No. 7—32-2, dated the 
18th‘January 189/. Mr. Lyall thinks, however, that some provision for dependents, 
on all famine works is essential to effective relief, and that it is neither humane 
nor economical to take such people away from relatives or friends on the works and “ 
return them to their villages. He further thinks that those who have no real 
homes to go to, such as the beggars who infest bazars and railway centres, can 
best be provided for in the poor-house, which is also the only p'ace where emaciat- 
ed wanderers from Native States or from distant parts of India can find a home 
until they are strong enough for work. For these reasons he is unable to accept’ 
in its entirety Sir A. MacDonnell’s conclusion that famine relief can be reduced 
to two branches,—relief-works and village relief. Mr. Lyall’s views on the sub- 
ject are given in the following extract from my letter No. C-229, dated the and 
February 1897, to the address of the Commissioner, Chhattisgarh :— 


The high death-rates in some parts of the district which are given in paragraph * 


12 of Deputy Commissioner's letter appear to indicate with some certainty that, though — 
the general condition of the people may be fairly normal, there are in some parts numerous 
cases of real distress and destitution which cal! for special measures of relief. The 
form of relief which best meets these conditions is village relief, as prescribed 
section 34 of the Famine Code, Timely help, if given to the classes of ople referred 
to in that section, sm their homes, prevents wandering and consequent death ; assures 
the recipients of such comfort as their homes afford, and, above all, beings home to 
the residents in a way that no other methods of rehef can, the responsibility of each 
village for the maintenance of its own poor. If such people are allowed to wander off to 
poor-houses, it will be extremely difficult, when distress ceases and times return, to 
send them back to their villag-s and to enforce on the residents the duty of supporting 
them. On the other hand it they are, from the commencement, retained and relieved in 
their villages, the better off residents will, when Government relief is withdrawn, be in 
nearly every case ready and willing to support these poor people as they had done previous 
to distress setting in, The duty of supporting their poorer neighbours so long as they have 
the means is one which is fully admitted by all natives of ludia, and it is the greatest mistake | 
for Government to do anything, except under the compulsion of circumstances, to weaken 
this idea, It will not, however, probably be necessary to organize village relief throughout 
the whole of the Bilaspur District, Judging from the Deputy Commissioner’s account of 
the present circumstances of his district, there must be many parts where the duty of re- 
lieving the village poor can be safely left, as it has hitherto been, in the hands of the re- 
sidents, But in all localities where the death-rate during the last few months has been high, 
or where local officers report any cases of wandering from village to village or of emaci- 
ation observable in villages, house-to-house relief under section 34 of the Code should at once 
beorganized, Theaim of a complete system of famine relief is to provide for all able to labour 
sufficient work at a wage large enough to keep them in health. On these works provision 
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is also made for such helpless people as are dependent on the workers and cannot be — 

looked after except by members of the family to which they belong. As regards all” 
other people whom age or illness has rendered permanently helpless, arrangements are, to 
be mad= relieving them in their homes, “ oor-houses should be reserved for star 
imm ts and wanderers. Even these should, unless age or blindness or physical infirmity 
has made them permanently incapable of work, be sent to relief-works as soon as a gs 
and adequate diet has given them sufficient strength. The permanent population of a 
poor-house should be limited to chronically helpless people who have no home to go to.” 


25. The question of the funds required for expenditure on famine relief epic 
the end of March, which was referred to in paragraph 14 of my letter of December, 
is being separately dealt with, but the Chief Commissioner desires to take this 
aceasion of pointing out the great difficulty—a difficulty which was referred to at 
the close of paragraphs to and 12 of the letter just referred to—of making an 
estimates of prooable expenditure until relief measures have been organized in all © 
distressed areas and until they have been in actual operation fur some time. 
As an illustration of this difficulty I am to instance the case of the Jubbulpore 
Division, where there had been some previous experience of local scarcity and 
where the Commissioner (Mr. Anderson), a particularly careful officer, had been 
for some years in charge of the Division and was intimately acquainted with all 
its circumstanées and local history. I am to give below his estimate, submitted 
last November, of the numbers of persons which he and his Deputy Commis- 
sioners, three of whom were also experienced officers with a detailed knowledge of 
their districts, thought would be likely to be in need of relief during the four 
months succeeding the submission of their reports :— 


Jubbulpore . . . . . . . 17,300 


Saugor . . ° R e e + 142,500 
Damoh ‘ e ° . .. . +: 9,200 
Seoni . ° ° ° ‘ . e 375° 
Mandla. ‘ i * ° ° . 10,250 





TOTAL + 51,000 





The actual numbers in receipt of relief considerably exceeded this even 
by the beginning of January, and on the goth January, the latest date for which 
complete figures are available, these numbers were as follows :— 


. Jubbulpore . . . . . . 99,956 
Saugor . e < . . . 42,173 
Damoh 7 ° ° Py ° ° 25,840 
Seoni e . e . . ° 7,244 
Mandla ° ° . e . . 17,394 


TOTAL + 192,607 





That is, by the end of last month, numbers had risen to nearly four times the 
figures estimated for in November, and it is certain that they must remain very 
much above the estimated figure for some time to come. 

It is true that the numbers in receipt of Government relief in the three 
northern districts of this Division, and especially in Jubbulpore, have been very 
largely swelled by the influx of immigrants from Native States; but a consider- 
ation of the figures for the Nerbudda Division, where this cause has operated to 
a much less extent, will further prove how useless prediction is, unless based on 
actual experience. Here also careful estimates based on local figures were sub- 
mitted ut the end of October. The average numbers which it was supposed 
would need relief were given as follows. The numbers actually in receipt of 
relief on 3oth January are added for comparison :— ot 


Estimated, Actual. 

Hoshangabad . ° ° ’ ° - 12,800 35,781 

a pur, ° e ‘ . * 9,300 rf bap 
imar . . . . . . 2,500 

Chhindwara , k ° . 8000 Pe 4 

ul , e 4 s + 3,500 12,627 


TOTAL . 36,100 81,256 









{t ~~ i 4 b e “ a = 
Tt was thus only in Nimar that numbers were over-estimated, while in 
Hoshangabad teacriel numbers are three times the estimate and in Betul 
nearly four times, 
The Chief Commissioner does not ascribe these very large discrepancies 
between facts and forecasts to any want of care or local knowledge on the 
part of the officers who made the estimates. The result is, indeed, only what 
must be anticipated in a Province where there had been no previous experience 
of a widespread famine or of an extensive system of famine relief. It was for 
this reason that Mr. Lyall refrained in his report of December from making 
any estimate of the numbers likely to need relief until he had some reliable data 
to go upon. The actual statistics of relief which are now submitted each week 
from the distressed districts have given some data for such an estimate, and in 
my Circular letter No. 5123, dated the 30th December 1896, copy of which I am 
to submit for the information of the Government of India, further data were 
called for which will, the Chief Commissioner trusts, enable him to forecast his 
probable requirements for that year with some approach to trustworthiness. 


But in view of the figures which have been given above, the Government of 
India will understand that the estimate given in the letter of December of 
15 lakhs of rupees as sufficient to provide relief up tothe end of March has 
proved altogether inadequate, and an application for a further grant of 13} lakhs 
is now being made. 


26. With reference to paragraphs 6 and 7 of your letter No. 111-F, dated 
the 4th January 1897, in which a grant of five lakhs of rupees was made for the 
urpose of famine Joans in these Provinces, | am to append copy ofa letter 
No. C-109—112, dated the 17th January 1897, which was addressed to all Com- 
missioners of Divisions, on receipt, on the 16th January, of the final orders of 
the Government of India regarding these loans. The form of agreement 
appended to that letter has been legalized by a notification (copy appended) 
under section to of the Land Improvement Loans Act, and allotments to Divi- 
sions have been made as follows :— 


Rs. 
Na pur . . . . . 1,50,000 
Jub ulpore . . . . + 1,45,000 
Nerbudda . : e . . + 20,000 
Chhattisgarh. . . . + 1,50,000 
TOTAL + 4,65,000 





The remaining Rs. 35,000 will, it is anticipated, be needed in Chhattisgarh 
In a recent letter to the Government of India, No. C-138, dated the 2oth 
January 1897, the Chief Commissioner has pointed out the necessity, in 
addition to these special famine loans, of granting Land Improvement Loans 
on ordinary terms in tracts which are under observation, but where there is 
as yet no general or severe distress, The grant of such loans on a fairly 
liberal scale is, Mr. Lyall thinks, essential if a large additional expenditure 
on direct famine relief is to be avoided. In the same letter stress was also 
laid on the necessity of similar advances for seed grain under the Agricul- 
turists Loans Act, and more recently the Chief Commissioner has been 
obliged to ask (and has received) telegraphic sanction to a special See: of 
three lakhs during the current year for seed advances in Balaghat and Chhattis- 
garth. Mr. Lyall is confident that even if there should hereafter be short 
recoveries on such loans, or failure in particular cases to pay interest, such 
losses will be more than made 5? by the more rapid recovery of normal pro- 
sperity which the grant of the loans will secure. 


27. Regarding the suspension of land revenue referred to in patagraph 
15 of my letter of December last, a separate and full report will shortly be 
submitted as soon as the applications from all districts have been dealt with. 
Meanwhile the appended Table B shows the amounts suspended or remitted 
the several districts of the Province up to the date of this letter. 
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: Pr “ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
-.. FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 


ot STATISTICS AND COMMERCE. 
USTOMS, 


No, 948-8. R., dated Calcutta, the 26th February, 1897. 
ORDER—By the Government of India, Frxaxce axp Comacerce DeraRTMEnt. 


Reap— 
Customs Circular No. IV of 1897. 





Orperep that the Circular be published for general information in th 
Supplement to the Gazette of India. 


J. F. FINLAY, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


Customs Circular No. IV of 1897. 


From—The Seoretary to the Government of India, Fixaxoe axD Comugnrce Derartwent, No. 723, 
dated the 17th February 1897. 


To—The Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Revenue Department. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 753, dated 
the 29th January 1897, reporting, with reference to the question of their 
liability to import duty, the nature and uses of gas store-holders. 

z. I am to sny that the Government of India agree in the opinion of the 
Government of Bombay that the articles may be held to be exempt from duty 
as component parts of trucks, under No. 93 of Schedule IV to the Indian. 
Tariff Act. 
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The Gazette of Endia. 


No. 10.3 





CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1897. 


















OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


A SuppLement to the Gazette or Inna will be published from time to time, containing such Oficial Papers and 
information as the Government of India may deem to be of interest to the Public, and such as may usefully be made 
tnown. The Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be published in 
Part VI of the Gazetre. 


Non-S ubscribers to the Gazette may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment ef ope Rupees per annum y 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post. The SuprLement and Part V1 of the Gazerte can also be 
scribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 


No Official Orders or Notifications, the Publication of which in the Gazette or invita is required by Law, or whith 
it has been customary to publish in the Caccuttra Gazette, will be included in the Suretement. For such Orders and 
Notifications the body of the GAzettTe must be looked to, * 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. a A 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. ” 


Weather Review of India for the week ending at 8 a.m.-on 
Saturday, February 20th, 1897. 


During the week under review the pressure conditions were not only very 
unsteady and irregular but were such as usually precede and lead up to the hot > 
weather. Two depressions appeared over the Deccan during the week, but they 
were feeble diffused disturbances and their influence on the weather was con- 
fined chiefly to the eastern and central districts of the Central Provinces. 
Weather was more or less disturbed with rain in the southern half of the Penin=" 
sula and North-Eastern India during the greater part of the week, due largely to 
conditions in these areas and partly to actions in the Bay, and hence not 
indicated by the land observations. The chief feature of the meteorology of the 
week was the occurrence of exceptionally heavy rain in Southern India, more 
especially in South Madras which obtained a total of 304 inches during the 
week as contrasted with o’08 inch, the anticipated fall of the week. Weekes 
was fine and settled throughout the week in North-Western and Western India 
and part of Central India. Pe 

The temperature conditions of the week were comparatively less abnormal: 
than during the preceding two or three weeks. Temperature was in steady 
moderate to large excess in the Peninsula and Burma, the excess being most, 
pronounced in Madras where it averaged 4°} for the whole of the week. On the 
other hand, temperature was very unsteady in Northern and Central India, vary~ 
ing very irregularly from the normal from Hay to wy: The ~~ ) tengpveninee: 
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Provinces, the Submontane Punjab and East Rajputana and slightly elsewhere. 
Pressure was again in defect of the normal throughout the country. “The de+ 
ficiency was even more pronounced than during the, vious two days and was 
largest in amount in the submontane districts from Roorkee to Patna, where it 
averaged about a seventh of an inch. The general distribution was very irte- 
gular, the chief irregularities being the depression in the North Gangetic Plain 
and the large shallow low pressure area which extended from the Bombay’ 
Deccan eastwards across the Peninsula and the adjacent part of the Bay to the 
meridian of 88° E. The air circulation had not chan ed to any extent except 
that the westerly winds down the Gangetic Plain had intensified considerably. 
Skies were partially clouded in the Peninsula and moderate rain had fallen in 
South Madras. The largest amount reported was 1°09 inches at Coimbatore. 
Temperature had again decreased in Burma and was now normal in that area. 
Temperature.—The mean temperature conditions of the week varied toa 
less extent from the normal than during the preceding two or three weeks. 
The mean daily teniperature was steadily above the average in the Peninsula 
and Burma siionghonk the week by average amounts ranging from }° to 5°}. 
The increased temperature in these areas was due mainly to large excess in the 
night temperature and was most marked in Madras. Temperature was, on the 
other hand, very unsteady in Northern and Central India and varied irregularly 
from the normal from day to day. On the whole, the mean temperature of the 
week was normal in Bengal, Assam, the North-Western Provinces and the 
Punjab, and slightly below the average in Sind, Rajputana, Central India, and 
Gujarat, the deficiency being due to much lower night temperature than usual. 
The following statement gives the variations of the mean daily temperature 
from *the normal for the nine political divisions of the Empire on each day of 
the week and for the whole of the week :— 


























| 
| Mean 
PROVINCE. | variation 
| rgth. | rsth. | 16th. | 17th. | soem. } ageh. | sce -| 
| a i 
Burma. > se | $30 | $36 +32 +48) TSE | +32 | +0'5 | +34 
Bengal and Assam. 2[ +07 | +45 | +83 | $1'S | +03 | —2'0 |—3"4 +07 
North-Western Provinces and) | | 
Oudh .  . «| +04 | 40'2 +09 —o1 |—05 |—o9 |} +13} +0°2 
Punjab. : : ./—1'5 (93 o +09!/+05|+11/ +32] +06 
ere oo ° wl +21) tug | +22 (436) +33 | +42 | +28 +29 
Central Provinces and Berar | +3°8 +44 +44 +17 |—o'8 | +2°8 | +19 +26 
Central India and Gujarat .|—o'i +05 | tor | —an | — 26 |—1"4 | —14 | 10 
Sind and Rajputana . 234 7 3 6 (25 | OO | $7 | mg 
0; +43 


Madras. . ° +) +38 423/439 +43) +5" +56 | +5 











| 
MEAN FOR WHOLE OF INDIA ; +10 #07 | #16 | +14 | +10 | +13) 415 +14 








Rain.—Two depressions appeared over the Central Province 

Deccan during the week, but they were very feeble and diffused jucameaeee 
and gave rain only to the Central Provinces chiefly during the first three days 
of the week. Conditions were more or less disturbed during the greater = 
of the week in the southern half of the Peninsula and North-Eastern India a 
fair to abundant rain was received in these areas during the period from. the 
15th to the 17th. Weather was very quiet and settled throughout the week in 


Baluchistan, the Punjab, Sind, Rajputana, Central India, the North-Western 


Provinces, Berar, Bombay and the greater part of Burma i 
’ ‘ . and th 
the week was hence more or less in defect of the normal in these linden “e 
The accompanying rainfall statement will show that effective rain was 
received in Arakan, the whole of Assam, East, Central and .Deltaic B 


Orissa, Chota Nagpur, Malabar, Coorg, M i a 
" B ysore, the eastern and ‘ 
of the Central Provinces, the Ma as coast districts and South and Sauna 


oe has Ae tina stag total fall of the week in this area of effective 


ier oy i 
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1 hes, while the anticipated fall in the same 
‘Atakan to 0°68 inch in Cachar. There was thus avery 
be the greater part of the area, some divisions obtaining twenty — 
" times their abfall, ear * he 
aie Tecate the week was exceptionally heavy in the districts for which 
data are given below:— _ é 











Variation from 
District. normal. 
Tanjore . . . . . +3°87, 
Madura . . . ’ +313 
rama eid * ¢ : 2 ° +312. 
‘innevelly . . . . +277 
Nilgiris . . . . . +2" 
Balasore . . . . . + 2° 





The ‘seasonal rainfall is still more or less in defect of the normal in Burma 
(excluding Arakan), thé whole of the Berigal, Assam, Bihar, the North-Western 
Provinces (excepting the central districts), the South and South-East Punjab, 
Konkan, the Bombay Deccan, Khandesh, Gujarat, Kathiawar, Sind, Rajputana, 
Hyderabad South and the western states of Central India. The deficiency is 
serious in Bengal, Assam, North Bihar, the western districts of the North- 
Western Provinces and the South-East Punjab. cian 

The principal totals recorded during the week were 5°86 inches at Jayan- 
konda (Trichinopoly); 5°74 inches at Pirateraspindl (Tanjore), 5°51 inches at 
Thiruvadanai (Madura), 4°45 inches at Rambah (Ganjam), 4°98 inches at Kod- 
om (Nilgiris), 3°70 inches at Trichur (Malabar) and 3°55 inches at Bhadrack 
(Balasore). 
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to date, 





“Inches. | Inches. | Inches. Inches. | Inches. |Per cent. 
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.° ° 7 





1, Tenasserim 










oraatet rainfall of hola 
’ in inches.) season beth iy 
° o28 | — 100 i 
2. Lower a (Deltaic) a4 che —0'02 0°06 ae - : 65 
Central 0. . ° <! ? ? 0'05 ; . : 
Burma. 4 Upper do . . a a 40°15 0°55 pa + 358 
Arakan. . “us o'41 | —0'29 0°48 1 $s — 65 
& Bastern Bengal. o72 | 8 | Fog a 9 ee (ee % 
7. Assam(Surma). — «| 0'7 051 | +0708 0°60 174 | — 
8. Do. (Hill tracts) . o's9 0°37 +0o'10 o'85 1:78 a | 
fr Do. (Brahmaputra) 0°47 0°36 | —0°06 o75|* 139|/— 46 
10. Deltaic Bengal. . 0°30 035 | —0'06 0°38 ate — 65 
1. Conceal 2. * eT) oe oe i Tt % 
- Nort Ke 8 ab | on - 
RENGAL AND ASSAM >: a oral Hills. ° td as +1°03 | . 2 107 | + 61 
tg. Oris 3 8] 1 86 023 | +0°86 210 33) + 58 
e chores 2 ed Sh en o98| 03} *s 
m Gorka cl we | eeclned Seb tence 
. Do. EE Se ; 
1. North-Western Provin ror | = O'09 | OB) o.07 | 05) + og 
ces(East) . +) oo o'10 | —or10 r3t 93) 4 4 
1g. Oudh Unorth) - : o1s| —o1s 139 Vo/. 
. Do. > ie 
at. North-Western Provin- 006 | —0'06 5°96 74) 4 70 
ces (Central) . © 
a2. North-Western Provin- org) O83 o18 o87|— 19 
Nonru-Weerern ce Shee n Proved ° 
PRovINCES AN 23. kane ; j 
Ouon. od (Submos . ot | —o1n 087 o88/_ | 
24, NowbrWesten Provis 
ces " 0" 21 — 2 
‘ wey ster Provin P ~~ ’ es . 
5: North-Western | —o'8o 4°13 | — 8 
ae cas (Hilla). ° a —o14| 379) f03|— os 
26. Punjab (South-East) .j" 9 o14| O14) ost | oop | fs 
27. Do, (South). ° 0°23 | —0°23 9°20 189) 4 46 
28. Do. (Central) . ° ona | —0'34 — 2°37 as 
29. Do. (Submontane) ° + | 074 io 409 | 4 ° a9 
PunsaB j3g0, Do. (Hull Districts) o i | og ba te ee 
is oe. (North) -| 002 ntacen Laan’ 53 8 
[sz bo. (2 oil vit Vor O83) + a2 
eer na he 8 | oo | +083 799} O45 | + 120 
abar : i 027 
is Madras (South Central) 1°78 sar tou bh | 0°34 ea ar 
35+ Coorg . . . o3 ° +0°20 0°34 0°08 + 325 
Bombay and Mata-}/ 30 Mysore « «| og ° © 6 O12 | — 00 
par Coast Dis- 37. Konkan . . ° ° . bs . oo7 |= tee 
ce een | 2 tL Sp eee, 
39. Hyderabad (North) .| |, oa | 002} J o,| 013 |" og 
40. ona * . 4 O10 —o'lo 0°55 045 + 22 
f 1. Berar . . ¢ 
+ ae Provinces oo7| 0a | 40051 yao] por] 4 gp _ 
Prov- ( 
pgp iin ap 43. Central Provinces (Cen- pa ob tou 1°65 o77 + se 
44 Ciara Provinces (East °'56 vd as 4 ‘ a * 43 
45: Gujarat . . OKs 4 o10 | _ 
Norra) 4\ 4° Sind cae: mres ; ven =o03 bro 0°50 | — es 
— 4h. Baluchistan Hills ‘ ° o'4d tried 4/20 a . 4 
! 49. Central India (East) , ° o"05 ‘ia 
Resrorans | suns | 5% Baye pee Seo ° oror | O01 | ov | 026 | mg 
Cemrrat invia. W © 0°03 | —o'g or21 0°37 | — 435 . 
|? Rajputana (West . : o16 fos 0°83 o4t | + 403 
; 52. Kast Coast (North) .|  o-74 7 |—9o7| ° o-15 | — 400 
y yderabad ( Suth oe > oon —or02 o 024 |— 100° 
53- 4 o | +907) o09| 00614 50 
Mapas wl St eer ge ee te7t| 096 | . se 
50. Do, South) . 210 03] as 2°35 . 
oA Madras (South) e. ‘9°04 008 | +2'96 3°29 o'gd | + 236 











HEM-RAJ, * 
Offg. Asstt. Meteorological Reporter to the 


SimLA, the 25th February 1897. . 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 





Weekly Report on the state of the Season and Prospects of 


the Crops. 


Madras.—For week ending 27th February.—There were light scattered 
showers in parts, chiefly in the Circars, in the extreme south and in Malabar. 
The water-supply has been improved by the late rainfall in parts of the Circars, 
elsewhere it is generally decreasing and is scarce in parts of the Deccan even for 
drinking. Some ploughing is being done after the late rainfall and sowings 
are going on under wells, but cultivation is generally over. The harvest 
continues to yield a fair crop except in the Deccan and the Circars, but has been 
somewhat damaged in parts of the south by recent rain. Pasture has been bene- 
fited in the Circars, elsewhere it is drying up, if not dried. Fodder is sufficient 
except inthe Deccan where the cattle in some parts are suffering, though many 
have been driven to the jungles for grazing. Prices are fluctuating irregularly 
but show small change. They are slightly easier in Ganjam and in parts of the 
Deccan. The numbers on relief works are:—Relief workers :—1 1,930 men, 
24,516 women, 10,132 children, and 4,854 of whom particulars a8 to age and 
sex are not stated. Total 51,432 in the Deccan. Dependatits:—men 82, 
women 282, children 2,205 in Bellary, Anantapur and Cuddapah ; others, whether 
dependants or not, unknown:—127 men, 14 women, 265 children and 533 of 
whom particulars as to age and sex are not stated ; in Kurnool and Anantapur 
11 men, 25 women and §2 children not dependants ; total 3,496, all relieved at 
kitchens in Deccan, Weavers :~~4,553 men and 3,683 women relieved in the 
Deccan, making total workers 59,668 in that tract. Test workers :—Ganjam, 
men 331, women 798, children 365, no dependants, but 1,391 gratui- 
tously relieved otherwise, Grand total 66,049 including 61,162 workers and 
4,887 gratuitously relieved. Prices by which wages are regulated are :—Kurnool 
and Bellary, 134; Anantapur, 14; Cuddapah, 14}; and Ganjam, 12} seers 
per rupee, 


Bombay.—/or week ending 3rd March.—The standing crops have been 
slightly damaged by drought in four talukas of Karachi; by frost in one of 
Karachi; in five of Shikarpur, and in four of Hyderabad; by locusts in two of 
Karachi; otherwise they are thriving in Sind and Gujarat; but are indifferent 
elsewhere. The crops recently sown have withered or are withering in Nasik, 
Ratnagiri, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Belgaum, and Dharwar. The autumn 
harvesting has been completed except in oatlin. The reaping of the late 
crops is in progress in parts of Gujarat, Deccan, Karnatak, Thana, Kathiawar, 
and Baroda, Fodder is sufficient except in the Deccan, Ratnagiri, Bijapur, 
Shikarpur, and parts of Karachi. The grain supply is generally sufficient in 
the affected districts. ‘Cotton picking continues in Broach, Surat and Wadhwan. 
The condition of séfeateural stock is deteriorating in Ahmednagar, Sholapur, 
and Bijapur; healthy elsewhere except in parts of Shikarpur, Upper Sind 
frontier, Thar and Parkar, Khandesh, Nasik, and Kanara. Prices are rising 
in parts of Surat, Ratnagiri, Sholapur, Bijapur, and Belgaum ; falling in Upper 
Sind frontier, and in parts of Surat, Ratnagiri, and Sholapur; stationary in 

derabad, Thar and Parkar, Panch Mahals, Kanara, and parts of Surat and 
Bijapur. The prices of staple food grains in the affected districts are:— 
Dhirwis 133; Belgaum 114; Bijapur and Sholapur 10$; Ahmednagar 10; 
Nasik 9? ; Satara 9} ; Khandesh 9} ; Kolaba 7} seers per rupee. The average 
daily number on relief works including non-working children are :—Bijapur 
451580: Sholapur- 105,047 ; Ahmednagar 89,011 ; Poona 20,598 ; Nasik 34,547 ; 
atura 29,638; Khandesh 33,255; Belgaum 3,935. Total 391,611, of which 
274,169 are relief workers and 1,17,442 non-working children, Of relief 
workers, excluding those in Khandesh, details for which are not reported, 
82,775 are men, 108,999 women, 59,265 children, The numbers on gratuitous 
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relief are :—Bijapur 8,162 including 49 persons in one poot house; Sholapur 
6,385 ; Ahmednagar 1,829 ; Poona 3,644 ; Nasik 115; Satara 14; Belgaum 477 ; 
Dharwar 22. Total 20,648, of which 11,020 are men, 5,600 women, and 4,028 
children. Total number in receipt of relief 412,259. 


Bengal.—For week ending 1st March.—There ‘was no rain during the 
week. The spring crops ate maturing and are being harvested in some parts. 
In Bihar the sprixg crops continue to promise well, but in the rest of the Province 

i ‘ons of the Rajshahi and Chota Nagpur Divisions) the prospects 
are pooreSpring rice is ding well, having ‘been benefited by the late rain. 
ghing of lands for the early rice and jute is going on, but more rain is | 
d. The prospects of opium in Bihar are very favourable. Tobacco is 
orted to be a good crop. Sugarcane pressing continues. Fodder ‘supply 
generally sufficient. Scarcity of drinking-water is reported from some dis- 
tricts. The prices of food-grains have fluctuated slightly in some districts. In 
the distressed districts the prices of the staple grain on which the famine wage 
is based, are :—Nadia (common rice) 9 seers, Khulna (common rice) 10 seers, 
Rajshahi (common rice) 10 seers, Patna (common rice) 11 seers, Shahabad 10} 
seers, Saran (Indian corn) 10 seers 1 chatak, Champaran (Indian corn) 10 seers, 
Muzaffarpur (Indian corn) 10} seers, Darbhanga (Indian corn) 10 seers, 
Bhagalpur (common rice) 10 seers per rupee. There was a slight fall in the 
price of Indian corn in Saran and Muzafiarpur. The numbers on relief on 
Saturday, the 27th February, were—Nadia 10,578, Moorshedabad 730, Khulna 
1,861, Rajshahi 585, Pabna 53, Patna 61, Shahabad 9,965, Saran 32,096 
Champaran 170,251, Muzaffarpur 27,875, Darbhanga 140,093 (incomplete), 
Bhagalpur 8,160, Palamau 4,202, Manbhum 3,492. Total 410,002, against, 
411,530 in thé previous week. This total is distributed as follows :— 








Men. Women, Children. Torat. 
Relief workers . . + 113,006 98,798 50,098 261,902 
Dependauts . ° . 1,785 167 1,104 3,056+725 in 


Nadia (sex not 
: shown) 3,781. 
Relieved in poor-houses 254 147 172 573 


Otherwise relieved . e 26,749 66,055 44,631 137,435 
Test-workers . ‘ ° 4,054 1,699 558 6,311 


Private Relief —Relief-works—Darbhanga Raj 21,900 (men 15,067, women 
4,984, children.1,8 49), Hatwa 5,814. Gratuitous relief—Darbhanga Raj 10,518 
(men 2,009, women 4,853, children 3,656). Hatwa 781. 


North-Western Provinces and Oudh.—or week ending 3rd March.— 
Save for a light shower in Dehra Dun and Almora there was no rain dyring the 
week. The crops are reported to be generally in good condition and harvest- 
ing is in-progress in several districts, but the crops in many districts have been 
somewhat damaged by high west winds. The poppy is doing well and opium 
is being collected in two or three districts ; cane-pressing 1s practically .com- 
pleted and cane is being sown in a few districts The numbers in receipt 
of relief on Saturday the 27th February 1897 in 19 districts officially recog- 
nised as distressed were as follows:—Agra 39,442, Etawah 20,3 
Cawnpore 119,325, Fatehpur 33,7€8, Banda 201,038, Hamirpur 60, 2, 
Allahabad 1£0,794, Jhansi 67,386, Jalaun 102,121, Mirzapur 65,610, Jaunpur 
1127 , Gorakhpur 44,642, Azamgarh 16,354, Lucknow 107,481, Unao 60,091, 

ae Bareli 90,858, Sitapur 67,707, Hardoi 144,814 and Barabanki 21,599 
Total 1,515,124. This total is distributed as follows among the various 
methods of relief prescribed by the Famine Code which are in operation :— 
Employed on relief works 996,936, relieved as dependants 255,110,  reliewed 
in poor-houses 39,107, relieved under other provisions of the Code 223,971. 
The numbers relieved in 18 districts which are under observation and not yet 
smicishy reouemieey as ee hasry were on the same date as follows:—R e 
on test works 92,920, relieved in r-houses 14,212, relieved und 
provisions of the Code 32,361. Total 139,493. The grand total pcs 
of relief on the last day of the week was therefore 1,654,617, Supplies are 
generally sufficient. Fodder is somewhat scarce in places. Prices are fluctuat- 
ing, the grain market being very sensitive owing to apprehended injurious - 
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effect of high west winds on the spring outturn. The price of the staple grain 


on which the famine wage is based varied from g} to 12 seers in the districts 
officially recognised as distressed. 


_ . Punjab.—For week ending and March.—Rain averaging about } of an 

inch has fallen in “Rawalpindi, and } of an inch in Gujranwala and Peshawar. 
There has been a slight drizzle in parts of Hissar, Karnal, Gujrat, and Shahpur. 
More rain is generally wanted to improve the crops on unirrigated land which. 
are still rather backward and have suffered in many districts from high dry 
winds. The sowings of the extra Spring crops are going on. The ploughing 
for the autumn crops has commenced in some districts. ape seed and barley 
are being already cut in Gurgaon. The irrigated crops are generally in good 
condition except those sown late on canals and those sown on brackish wells 
in Rohtak as well as in parts of Gurgaon. The prospects are poor in Delhi and 
average in Mooltan, Lahore, and Dera Ismail Khan. The crops on dry land 


. still require more rain in most districts, High westerly winds are blowing in 


certain districts which will probably injure the standing crops to some extent. 
The stocks of food grain are insufficient with the cultivators of Amritsar and 
Gujranwala and have been exhausted in Hissar and Delhi where, however, the 
imports meet requirements. The rape and gram crops are still being damaged 
by caterpillars in Ferozepore. Cattle are generally in a poor condition 
for want of sufficient fodder. They are dying of starvation in Hissar and 
Rohtak ; their condition is reported fair from Gurgaon and Ferozepore; good in 
Amritsar ; and average in Sialkot. Dry fodder is still scarce in neatly all dis- 
tricts, but since the well distributed rain of last month grass is springing up and 
clover and other fodder crops are also supplying the want. The average number of 
persons on relief works and dependants, etc., are as follows :—relief workers :— 
34,965 men; 31,873 women; 15,987 children: dependants 916 men; 1,358 
women ; 12,491 children; relieved in poor-hoy~"s 615 men; 691 women; 428 
children: otherwise relieved 2,208 men ; 3,07, women; 1,305 children; test 
workers 229 men; 143 women; 11 7 children, Details have not been given for 
17,333 persons otherwise relieved in Gujrat. The total number of workers, 
dependants, etc., in the Punjab was therefore 123,738. At the end of February 
prices were generally high ; they are still rising in Ferozepore, Mooltan, Gujran- 


.wala, and Rawalpindi; and are falling slightly in other districts except in 


Hissar and Amritsar where the figures are unchanged. Wheat is selling from 
8} to 11 seers ; gram 9} to 10}; great millet 9% to 11 ; bulrush millet 9 to 113; 
and maize 10 to 11} seers per rupee. The tendency of prices to rise is kept in 
check by imports from Sindh in the southern districts and from transfrontier 
territory to some frontier districts. The prices of staple food-grains on which 
the famine wage is reckoned are :—Rohtak gram and maize 10 seers; Delhi . 
bulrushemillet 8}; Karnal gram 9}, and maize 10; Ferozepore great millet 11; 
Lahore wheat and maize 10 ; and Gujrat maize flour 8 and g seers per fupee. 


Central Provinces.—for week ending 2nd March—The weather is 
generally clear. The nights are cool and the days are getting hot. Sprin 
harvesting is being rapidly pushed on. Prospects are generally fair. Estimat 
outturns reported are:—Mandla 16, Bhandara 9 and Raipur 11 annas; the cold 
weather Juari (Sirghum vulgare) in Bhandara 14 annas, The Mohwa (Sassia 
latfolia) crop is generally reported to be fair though somewhat damaged by 
clouds in Balaghat; too early yet for definite forecast. Fodder is becoming 
scarce in parts of Seoni, Hoshangabad, Sambalpur, and Wardha. There has 
been no marked movement in prices, but gt are slightly easier in the Nerbudda 
Valley. The number of relief workers are decreasing in the radi (spring crop) 
districts of Saugor, Damoh, Jubbulpore, Seoni, Narsingpur, Hoshangabad, and 
in Nimar ; and are increasing in the Aharif (autumn crop) districts of Mandla, 
Betul, Bhandara, Raipur, and Bilaspur. They are raid stationary in Chhindwara, 
Nagpur, Chanda, and Balaghat. Two relief works have been closed in Nimar, 
The numbers on relief works are :—Saugor 23,904 ; Damoh 14,571 ; Jubbulpore 
70,103; Mandla 20,639 ; Seoni 5,794; Narsingpur 13,981 ; Hoshangabad 
20,209; Nimar, t92; Betul 14,100; Chhindwara 5,989 ; Nagpur 1,278 ; 
Chanda 2,690 ; Bhandara 15,094 ; Balaghat 10,348 ; Raipur 37,757 ; Bilaspur 
12,012. Total 2,68,661. The numbers receiving gratuitous relief are :—Saugor 
13,426; Damoh 3,469; Jubbulpore 16,282; Mandla 4,788 ; Seoni ai7ees 
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Narsin 6.457 > Oe ore 6,926; Nimar 314; Betul 2, »; Chhindwara, — 
2,812; Nagpur 1,228 ; Chanda 392; Bhandara 4,746 ; Balag 4,466 5 eh te 
6,173; Bilaspur 6,017. Tote! 82,718. Total number in receipt of relief 
331,379. Complete details of dependants are still not available. There were 
also’ 39,000 on Raiiway and private works in Saugor, Damoh, Jubbulpore, 
Chhindwara, and Balaghat. The prices of staple food-grains on which the famine 
wages “are based, are :—Saugor 9; Damoh, Seoni, Narsingpur, Nimar, Betul, 
Chanda, Bhandara, Raipur, and Bilaspur 10 ; Mandla 8}; Hoshangabad and 
Nagpur 113; Chhindwara 10}; Balaghat 8 seers per rupee. 


Burma.—For week ending 27th February.—|n Lower Burma threshing 
continues. In Upper Burma the reaping of peas, wheat, gram, and miscella- 
neous crops continues. The prospects of the dry weather paddy crop continue . 
fair ; other conditions are the same as last week. The wet weather paddy 
crop in Kyaukse has been harvested. The price of paddy has risen consider- 
ably in Thongwa and Henzada and slightly in Thayetmyo ; while it has fallen 
considerably in Myaungmya and slightly in Bassein ; elsewhere it is.stationary. 
The numbers on relief works ate:—Meiktila 13,642 ; and Myingyan 8,075 ; 
and on gratuitous relief Meiktila 2,290 ; Myingyan 1,785 ; Yamethin 336. The 
total number on relief was 26,128. Price of rice: —Meiktila 8 seers 12 chittacks 
Yamethin g seers 5 chittacks per rupee. 


_ Assam.—For week ending and March.—Slight rainfall in Cachar, Sib- 
sagar, and Lakhimpur. Rain is wanted for the low land rice in Sylhet and for 
the early rice sowing in Kamrup and Nowgong. Plopghing for the early 
rice; pressing of sugarcane and pruning of tea continue, ~ ae is being 
gathered. Prices : common rice, Silchar of ; Sylhet 10} ; Gauhati 10 ; Tezpur 
10} ; and Sibsagar 11 seers per rupee. odder is insufficient in Cachar, Now- 
gong, and in the Naga, Khasi and Jaintia Hills ; and in parts of the Kamrup 
district. Water is scanty in Cz ar, Nowgong, arid the Naga Hills. 


Mysore and Coorg.—For week ending 3rd March—MysoreE: The 
prospects are good. Prices have slightly risen in Kadur and Shimoga ; 
and fallen in Mysore, Tumkur, and Bangalore, Paddy is harvested in 
Bangalore. 


Coorc: The coffee has blossomed in parts. Prices are normal. Water 
and fodder for cattle are sufficient. 


Berar and Hyderabad.—Vor week ending 2nd _March.—BgRAR: 
The weather is warm. Harvesting of wheat, gram and linseed continues. The: 
“land is being prepared for the rain crop. Fodder and water are inadequate to 
wants. High prices prevail, 11,111 persons were employed on relief works 
during theeweek. Prices :—Akola*10; Basim 10; and Melghat 8 *seers per 
rupee 
HypDERABAD: Rainfall during week ended 27th February 19 cents. Total 
from ist January 58 cents. The harvesting 7 the spring crop continues. 
Fodder and pasture and water are scarce. Relief works continue in Gulburga 
Raichore and Naldrug. Aggregate number of persons employed 4,509. 
Prices :—Wheat 7, coarse rice 7, and jowari 12 seers per current sicca rupee. 


Central India.—For week ending and March.—No rain fell in Central 
India during the week. Agricultural operations are in progress in all Agencies ; 
they have been completed in Bundelkhand, The spring crops are in good 
condition in Baghelkhand, Malwa, and in some districts of Gwalior and Bundel- 
khand; fair in Bhopal, Bhopawar, five districts of Gwalior, and three districts 
ot Bundlekhand; bad in four districts of Bundelkhand, and one of Gwalior 
Agricultural stock is in good condition in Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand, Malwa, 
Bhopawar, and five districts of Gwalior ; fair in Bhopal ; and indifferent in re- 
ppining districts of Gwalior. Pasturage is sufficient in Bhopawar; fair in 
Bhopal, and Malwa; indifferent in Bundelkhand and nine districts of Gwalior ; 
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‘s in Baghelkband sgihelichat ‘ . “ “4 district of Gwalior ; bad in three districts of 
‘Gwalior, © »S are pny Sema! in Bundelkhand, Baghelkhand, and Malwa, 
rising in Bhopaway and Bhopal ; and steady in Gwalior, The opium crops are 


faic in Bhopawar and Bhopal ; afd one district of Gwalior ; and goodin Malwa and 
two districts of Gwalior; bad in other districts. The number of persons em- 


Pheer ¥ ng Ogi aaD 


se gr on famine relief works were :—in Gwalior 27,571 ; Bundelkhand 23,473; . 
and B 


aghelkhand 69,:09; and on gratuitous relief 6,998, in Gwalior, “5,657 
ta Bucdelhabds ak aiowein Meghdlband, ‘Tetel 
1,37,040. Prices 10 to 11$ in Gwalior; 41 seers per rupee in Baghelkhand ; 
not reported from Bundelkhand. 


Rajputana.—Vor week ending 3rd March.—No rain fell throughout Raj- 
putana. Agricultural operations are satisfactory in five States, thriving in three 
and poor in one. Standing crops are thriving in Marwar ard Jaisulmere, poor 
in Dholepore, slightly damaged by frost in Meywar and Bundi, good elsewhere. 
The harvest prospects are good in Jhallawar; average in Ajmere-Merwara ; and 
below average in Haraoti. Grain is being harvested in Kotah. Cattle are lean 
in Bhurtpore ; fair in Meywar, Dholepore, Bikanir, and Jaisulmere; good else- 
where. Pasturage or fodder is generally sufficient ; but scarce in some tehsils 
of Jeypore and failing in Bburtpore and Dholepore. Prices falling in Meywar, 
Kotah, and Ajmere-Merwara ; rising in Bikanir and Jhallawar ; high in Haraoti 
and steady elsewhere. The number of persons on relief works was :—Marwat 
5,281 ; Kotah 1,973 ; Tonk 30 ; Dholepore 5,905 5 Bikanir 4,095 ; Jaisulmere 

1; and on gratuitous rehef:—Marwar 1,180; Tonk 272; Bhurtpore 593 ; 
Bikanic 558 ; and Jaisulmere 81, Total numbers in receipt of relief 19,469. 
A small test work has been opened in Tonk. The prices of the staple food- 
rains on which the famine wages are based are Marwar 82; Kotah 14}; 
onk 114; Bhurtpore 9 seers 6 chatacks ; Dholepore 11 seers 4 chatacks ; 
Bikanir 9 seers 2 chatacks to 8 seers 14 chatacks; Jaisulmere 8,% seers 
per rupee. 


° 


Kashmir.—For week ending 2nd March.—W eather fine. Prices continue 
below normal. Price 24 seers per rupee. 


JAMMU PROVINCE.—For week ending 3rd March.—No rain has fallen. 
Prices are stationary. , Fodder is scanty. Price 10} seers per rupee. 


Nepal.—or week ending 27th Febtuary.—No rain has fallen, and the 
weather 1s again getting warm. High winds prevail. Crops are in good con- 
dition, Price 7} seers per rupee. 


The total numbers in receipt of relief during the preceding and present 
weeks are as follows :— 








PRECEDING WEEK. | PRESENT Week. 


NAME oF Province. 





TW. HOLDERNESS, 
ee ats Deputy Secretary to the Government of /ndia, 


number relieved was. 
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indies af the number of persons in receipt of relief in districts affected by scarcity. 


Nora. —The figures are compiled (rom the Looal Gazettes, and give the District details of the Provincial totals published weekly in the Crop 


> Non-labouri shildren nit Be penn of reliof workers are classed as on relief works when distinguished in the looal returns 
ieithes guabcitensly relieved ia poor-houses or at their homes. . 
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x Name 6f Province and | 
= District. : Gra- 
Relief tuitous | Botal, 
works. | relief. 
oo) ll Se Cee rere fe 
Madres 
Cuddspah ; 6,638 | 8,963 5 
3 Kurnool . 263 | -8,888 . 
Bellary 7 2,853 
iat 4 Anantapur . 373 | 3,679 
f 6 | Ganjam . 125 125 
*, Torat Mapnas 10,252 80 
Bombay. 
~ 6 
1|\Bijapur. . . 4,982 | 81,489 
S\Shijar |. S730 | 87.911 
3 . . 48 p 8 
4 | Poona . e e 2,278 | 27,305 11,811 Pay : 
6|Neik . - 67 | 31,155 phe s 
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Vitdeen sco | esas 3818 | 3.769 
9 | Dharwar 1,732 ee ws of 
Tota Bompar -|314,418 | 11,277 | $26,695 17,817 08 
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5 ay se 
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A amr . Se 
1) | Palamav 
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i ‘ 823 
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‘ 83,10) 74 
. * 24,000 
. ¢ 36,201 | 2,781 


























wr 840 
jjnor . 3, 1,079 | 5,344 
) Moradabad 2,428 402 | 2,830] 3,385 540 | 3,925] 5,034 7291 5,763 
| Bareilly -| 6,288 230 | 6,468] 6,121 | 1,029| 7,150] 8416 1,653 10,069 
| Muttra. =. Y 8,429 | 1,032 | 9,461} 18,870 |. 2,306 | 16,176] 20,488 | 2,526 | 23.014 
i Etah : 707 | 1,783; 2,490) 897! 3,932, 4829] 1,018] 1810| 2,898 
) Mainpuri cea Be 87 700 737 219 986 | 1,206 230 582 812 
Farukhabad . . .| 1,867 | 9942! 4,109 277 | 2269) 2,546] 1.368/ 1,140! 2,508 
Budaan : | 2071 142| 2,913] 9198| 187! 2315] 1.558| 217| 1,775 
Siabjahanpur ‘ +| 2,436 1,885 |* 4,821] 2,307 | 1,634 | 4,081] .2,5560| 2.067) 4,917 
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Punjab. | j 
} 
Hissar ° . | 28,494 | 5,716 $2,062 7510, 39,572 | 32,527 
Rohtak . , -| 3,614 | 2,185 4,207 | 2,571 | 6,778] 3,698 
Gurgaon : . 1,652 37 554 | 38 592 571 
Delhi 3,044 696 8.268 | 74 | 4,142] 2,204 
Karnal ’ 2,351 114 2,075 24 2,099 2.728 
Umballa mar 1,003 ies 752.|* ... 752] 2,329 | 
Ferozpur 2,080 228 1,357 | 222) 1,679 699 | 
Multan 302 : 295 |... 295. 268 
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Sialkot : 270; ... FR ge bie Rtas ge he 
Gujrat ‘ - | 82,780 | 16,177 32,016 16,174 48,190 | 31,353 
Gujranwala | 217 1. “yee 237 | see | 237 292 
Kawalpindi | | 27 | . 27 oes 
Ludhiana | i 146 | | 146 126 
| Pee, 
Tora Ponsap 73,107 | 24,152 79,670 | 27,413 107,083 | 79,012 
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25,540 | 23,372 
98,838 | 65,725 
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‘Si er iss GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DBPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRIOULEUBB, 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY§AND OF THE GEOLOGICAL 


MUSEUM, CALCUTTA, FOR THE YEAR 1896. 


Extract Srom: the Proceedings of the Government 4 India, in the Department of Revenue and 
Agricatinre (Geology and fas cosh No 5 


GEOLOGY AND MINERALS. 


Reap— 





’ 


py dated Calcutta, 26th February 1897. . 


Annual Report of the Geologieal Survey and of the Geological Museum, Calcutta, 


for the year 1896, 


RESOLUTION. 


The work on which the officers of the Department were engaged during 
the. year under review is shewn in the following table ;— 








Whether main object 
+ Scientific or 


« | Scientifio 


Ditto, 
Ditto and Practical. 


+ | In charge Museum and Lecturer | Scientific and Practical. 
Presidency ~ 


.| Scientific og 


Ditto. 
«| Ditto, 


»| Ditto. 
- | Practical, 
. | Scientific. 
Ditto, 
Practical. 


Nawe of officer. Locality where employed. Character of work. 
2 ——. 
Mr. Oldham + +} Rewah +| Geological survey 

Ditto . P + | Head-quarters . + | Administrative ° 

Mr. LaTouche’ . «| Rajputana . « | Geological survey 
» Middlemiss . . | Madras : Ditto - ; ‘ 

x 7 Examination of gold-bearing reefs 
and special investigations of 
corundum-bearing rocks. 

Dr. Warth . .| Chota Nagpur . «| Mineralogical survey 
Mr. Holland . -|Naini Tal . 4 wes» in orc oaiee House Hill, 
aint 
Head-quarters 
e on Geology, 
Mr. Datta . + _ «| Rewah - | Geological survey 
, Bmith . . + | Madras * Ditto ° 
r Assam Ditto 6 
” Hayden . . Punjab . . Ditto . 
: Burma «| Examination of minerats . 
» Vredenberg - Rewah ° + | Geological survey 
‘ Gritnes eb .! Ditto * . Ditto M0 
if Burma . me Ditto . 
Anderson .| Chota Nagpur. + | Mineralogical survey 


Ditto. 





2. The department was short-handed in consequence of retirements and 
absence lough ; wig reg which, there was an extension of 
ag of the a and Coimbatore districts of Madras 


Ee ee imity aden 





in 1907 sat 


orward, and it is expec 


ted that it will be com nw 
Aegean en ama TE 





» 









the gold-bearing ‘of “Southern India. ‘The sur 
cally Gnishedy and would have been entirely compl 







thiness of the season: The survey has a ded to the material available 
mus ome 


for determining the nature and origin of the Vindhyan sandstones. D 
working season of 1895-96, Sub-Assistant Kishen Singh was { 
chistim in the survey of the Chehiltan range and part of the hwaja Amrdn. 
The stxvey of Rajputana was resumed, ‘and Mr. LaTouche was engaged for 
a e year in Southern Marwar. Mr. Holland made a full investigation 
of the stability of the Naini Tal hill-sides ; and during the recess Mr. Hayden 


- completed the geological survey of Simla, Mahasu and Jutogh. The survey 
fs ; 


of Assam was resumed by Mr. Smith. 
8. Practical work was carried on mainly in Madras, Central India, Burma, 
and Chota Nagpur. In Madras some gold-bearing reefs were examined by 


© Mr. Middlemiss in the neighbourbood of Kollegal. The special investigation 


of the corandum-bearing rocks was actively pursued, and has now hed 
a stage at which it has become advisable to practically test the commercial value 
wf the ore. Several new discoveries of iron ores were made, and some pre- 
viously known sites re-examined ; but the statement in the report that all special 
investigation of these ores would be waste of time is premature, as the subject 
is still under inquiry. Arrangements were made for the trial of the steatite of 
the Kurnool district by an Englishfirm. In Central India the western exten- 
sion of the Singrauli coal-field was surveyed, andan abundant supply of coal dis- 
covered in the Damuda area, though too far from existing lines of communi- 
cation to be immediately valuable. In Burma Mr. Hayden completed his ex- 
amination of the’ Sagyin ruby tract, and examined the Mithwe coal-field, a 
yellow ochre deposit near Panjpé, and the steatite mines in the Kyaukpyu dis- 
trict of Arakan. ‘Che inquiries of Dr. Noetling appeared to indicate that the 
Yenangyoung oil-field was approaching exhaustion, and a search is now being 


made with every hope of success for a fresh field to take its place. Quartz- . 


crushing operations in Chota Nagpur were much delayed, and were in the end 
inconclusive. * It is hoped that the survey of Assam, which has now been 
resumed, will add materially to our knowledgeef the mineral resources of the 
province. 

4, Mr. Holland continued his valuable petrological studies of Tndian 
rocks; and a memoir by him upon the corundum-bearing rocks is ready for 
publication~ He also completed the rearrangement of the mineral and rock 


collections of the Museum. Good progress has been made with the publication 
of the results arrived at by the officers of the Department. 


5. Mr. Grundy was confirmed in the appointment of Inspector of Mines 
in view of the contemplated legislation for the regulation of mining ope- 
rations in India. 

6. The Governor General in Council is pleased to express his satisfaction 
with the manner in which the Geological Survey of India has been conducted 
by. the Department during the year under review. . 





#6. Orprr.—Ordered that a copy of the foregoing Resolution be forwarded ; 
to the Director, Geological Survey of India, and to Local Goraenindilie wal en 
Administrations, and that it be published in the Supplement to the Gazette é 


of India. * 


° {T rue Extract.) % 


DENZIL IBBETSON, 


Secretary to the Government of India, — 
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m the Proceedings of the Government of Intia, ny 4 artment of Rem 

enue and Agriculture: dated Calcutta, the 5th Maych 1897. 
FAMINE. as 

_ Rego— Venn | jee 
: Circular of the Government of In Jia, No. 1 G.—2a-1, dated the gth January ‘Soy. 
oy : : } 





RESOLUTION. ' 
‘The circular read in the preamble requested Local Governments to co- 
"operate with the Government of Inda in ascertaining and reporting the move- 
_ ments of food-grains between different parts of the country, and explained the 
“Me steps which it was considered desirable to take to this end. Phe object of these 
- returns was defined to be to_ help the mercantile community to gauge demand 
- and supply in the matter of food-stocks by’ cing freely” i and promptly at 
the disposal of the public all the information of which the Government was in 


_ possession. 

.". Local Governments were theref asked to arrange that the District 
“Officer of each district on the railway should receive weekly a return from each 
railway station in_ his district, showing the number of Tesadard maunds of 
rsa a and pulses which have (1) arrived at, and (2) left the’ station from 
or for places outside that district ducing the week ending with the previous 
Saturday. These statemeuts were then to be totalled for the district, and the 

- totals communicated by deferred telegram to the Director-General of Statistics 
at Calcutta. aot sable oH 

‘Tt was explained that movements of grain within the district should be 
carefully excluded. With regard to returns ‘of grain and pulse crossing the land 
frontier into India, it was stated that as these returns would not reach’ District 
Officers in time to be included with the railway figures, they should be forwarded 
by post weekly to the Director-Gene ‘As regards traffic by road within India, 
it was stated that no general machinery existed. which it could be registéred * 
and, though the means of registering: it d sale ‘existed at certain points, yet - 

was ad 


ae 


to include it for some districts and not f _would be inexpedient. ith 
regard to water-borne tr a however, ie aes that, a this crates: dene il 
very great magnitude in Certain parts of the cc intry, it should be i “4 
fohlonter this was the case and local screens <a be made for inctyded 
lection of statistics. | ‘ Eee: it 
3. The weekly returns which have reached the Government of India in 
pennies of the oe ‘scheme “ay i esicte wil ey for all districts, but. 
‘the Government o trust that completeness wi ictited | anit 
tigen te ee ae 


gtac a, coi = _ - bap om 

©" 4. The returns for the week ending the 27th February and for the period _ 

fm 9 et rth Rebrary, so fara sbavg been pr yen: 
s .for géneral information, returns wi Si 

Week in the Gazette of India sap, hie rn at 8m a week by. 
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published in the Supplement to the Gaz sral information. 
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GENERAL REVIEW. | cy a 


Throughout the roport the figures are tens of rupees (Rx. sash ale ails Sou in von plied wit wd, sitchin emu ta aE ; 
: we elie eRe SNL LITT 6 RRS RC RF 


1. Gwing to the continued fall in the gold tii of the tapes, the Government of ‘India i. 
found itself face to face with the’ Prospect of a heavy deficit in the Estimates of 1895 “96, ”) 
Before the presentation of those estimates, the Tariff Act was accordingly amended in Poet 
December 1894, by the inclusion of cotton yarn and piece goods in the tariff, and a counter- 
vailing excise duty was also imposed on certain classes of cotton goods manufactured ‘in this 
country. With the additional revenue thus expected to be obtained (1,455,0), the Govern- : 

“ment of India was‘able to secure equilibrium in the Estimates of the year in which the total 
revenue was expected to amount to 96,924,3 and the expenditure chargeable against it to 
96,878,1, leaving a net syrplus of 46,2 only. The rate of. Exchange was taken in the Estimates 
at 13'09d. involving an excess expenditure of nearly 1,900,0 over the Budget Estimates of 
1894-95. Provision was made for an increased scale of expenditure on Civil and Military 
Works which had been considerably restricted in the previous year, for an increase in the pay 
of Native Sepoys from R7 to Rg and for.150,0 for military preparations in “connection with 
the disturbances in Chitral, for an increase in the Opium Expenditure due to an ‘enhancement. 
of the price paid to the cultivators of Bengal opium and to the purchase of Malwa opium 
for excise purposes. The Famine Insurance Grant, however, remained suspended. On 
the other hand, an improvement was estimated to be obtained from the reduction of the rate 
of interest on the bulk of the rupee debt, and from Railway, Land, Opium, and other revenues. 
The Financial Statement concluded with the remark that while the crisis was not yet past 
and the financial position could not be looked upon as safe till the Famine Grant had been 
renewed, yet the Government of India might claim to have made a full year’s progress towards. - 


the restoration of their fortunes. : : 


2, No sooner was the Financial Statement issued, than the complications in Chitral took 
aserious turn and it was decided to send a military expedition for the relief of the 
garrison, which cost 1,619,3 during the year, against a Provision of .150,0 in the Budget. The s 
occupation of Chitral and its communications also involyed an “expenditure of 86,6. The final 
result of the year would therefore have been a heavy deficit, if it were not for the rise in ex- 
change during ‘the year, the average rate obtained having been 13°638d. against 1gogd,alarge 
improvement in the net revenue from Opium due partly, toa saving in the expenditure hg ‘* 
consequent on the failure of the crops. -and partly to a rise in the price of Bengal opium, 
an increase in the revenue from. ‘Railways, Customs, Excise, Salt, Post Office and Telegraph, 
and a large saving on the estimate of the ordinary Military Expenditure, and that of the 
Civil partments. ‘Thése im improvements were not only sufficient to. meget the heavy ex 
penditure’on account. of ‘Chitral, but ‘enabled | the Government of India to restore the Fam 
Insurance “spite to 1 00,0, to refund to the Local Governments the special 
aggregating 40 105,¢ 6,0 realised in 1894-95, to reduce, with effect from grd February a the 
cotton dutic aati Bah ot ree Bete on mare ands still, to close with 
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* 4. The following summary gives the : res of 
s will be found in the statements on pages 154 to 166:— _ 


viewed in this report, and the detail 
i Recsiets. Revenvs ano Exegxviturs. 
* Budget. Accounts. 
65,229,0 66,073,3 A Principal Heads of Revenue . 
: 805,1 825,1 B Interest . ° < ° 
: 2,781,0° —-2,840,4 C Post Office, Telegraph, and 
¥ Mint . . er a 
1,630,2 1,684,5 D Civil Departments * . 
953.9 1,095,9 E- Miscellaneous. - . 
ees os F Famine . . ° . 
“on aoa G Construction of Railways. 
21,536,8 21,859,2 H Railways . $ i ; 
2,484,3 2,300,0 J Inigation . ‘ ‘ ; 
652,4 713,8 K_ Buildings and Roads . : 
851,6 » 978,0 L_ Army Services - ‘ i 
bed uae LL Special Defence Works ‘ 
as w. . M Provincial Surplus + oF 
* Deficit— : ° ° 
wis die Imperial Surplus + or Deficit —. 
—_—__ ——————— 
96,924.3 9837.2 ToTAL . 
—_—_—_— 
° Receirts. Oraer TRANSACTIONS, 
* +46,2 +1,534,0 Imperial Surplus or Deficit as 
. above . . : . 
b N Capital Outlay on Railways 
: and Irrigation Works 
po pa O Permanent Debt ‘ . 
522,3 _739,0 P Unfunded Debt. . . 
eal ee Q Deposits and Advances ° 
ove «+ R Loans and Advances by Impe- 
rial Government & ’ 
3 ons, «. RR Loans and Advances by Pro- 
vincial Governments. 
me +» _S Guaranteed and Subsidized * 
Companies, Capital Ac- 
counts . 5 4 3 
me 80,5 T -Remittances i ae pe page 
17,000,0 17,664,5 U Secretary of State’s Bills . 
25,125,7 25,032,6 V Cash Balance, April ist ‘ 











45,050,6 , 


Ditto, ‘March gist 


GRAND TOTAL -, 


. 








Budget. Accounts. 
11,280,5  10,351,2 
4,115,5 4,044,8 
2,657.5 2,594.9 
15537955 15,172,9 
6103.7 $19333 
poe, 586,5 
4 7:7 
23,685,0 — 23,479,5 
3195955 2,976,3 
5,817,0. 5,810,5 
25,19351 25,398,2 
15457 101,3 
—623,3 +379, 1 
+46, 2 + 1 1534,0 
96,924,3 98,370,2 
Ovreomes, 
Accounts, 
4,400,0 4,087,2 
890, 1 586,4 
823,2 x 1,3 : 6,0 
4919 745 
493,5 164,10" 
619,0 
« 2,5 ‘ 
- 17,706,8 
17,739,2 
—_—— 
42,694,2 


the Budget and Account figures of 1895-96 to be re-_ 
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parison with the year 1894-95. 
aa . & ‘The comparison in respect of ‘revenues with the year 1894-95 is as follows :-— 
: } Difference, 

Wises ines Revewvrs. — g 1894-95. 1895-96. _ 1895-96, greater 

; : (+) oF less (—). 
Principal Heads of Revenue . + + 63,585,1 66,073, +2,488,2 
Interest . ‘ ° P ’ see 815,1 8as.1 +10,0 
Post Office, Telegraph, and Mint . + 2,645,6 2,840.4 +1 94,8 
Civil Departments ‘ ° ° -  1,629,0 1,6845 © 4 55,5 
Miscellaneous, . . *" + -1,227,0  1,095,9 —131,1 


puke 
Sst - 
a 
a , 


Railways + . : bis + 21,244,1 21,859,2 +615,1 
Irrigation ~ 5 sw gs. 8,998,8 '2,900,0 —38,8 
Buildings and Roads . Z ° > 692,5 713,8 +21,3° 





Army Services . . ° . +  1,010,2 978,0 —32,2 
: TOTAL - 95:187,4 98,370,2 +3,182,8 








6. The important variations under Principal Heads of Revenue are the following :— 
Land Revenue . : ° egies : aw  $999,6 
Opium, . Rainer : : ‘ . . - 1999 — 
SOR bse te . . . . . : . - +1961 
Stamps. ° . . . . ° ‘ y - #101,4 
Excise . ‘ . ° é Sa, ‘ - - +194,7 
Provincial Rates . Pel “. é : : + +165,9 
seepage I, one SRO a 2 





TOTAL + +2,413,2 





7. Under Land Revenue the increase occurred chiefly in the Central Provinces (108,9), 
the North-Western Provinces and Oudh (261,8), and Bombay (407,9) in consequence partly 
of postponements from the previous year and partly of revisions of settlements. In Bombay 
a part of the increase was also due to the collection in advance of a part of the revenue due 
in the current year. Under Opium the prices realised at the sales of Pengal opium were 
higher than those of the previous year (R1,390 against 1,338), but the improvement due to 
this was more than counterbalanced by a reduction in the number of chests sold, the net result 
having been a falling off in the revenue of 81,0. ‘There was also a falling off of 145,4 in the 


Malwa opium pass fees, owing to the depressed condition of the trade. In excise opium, how- ° 


ever, there was an improvement due to an enhancement of the cost price at which Bengal 
‘opium is issued for excise purposes, in consequence of an increase in the price paid to the 


cultivator. The improvement in Sa/f revenue occurred mainly in Madras, in consequence of ° 


ge 









us 


the high price of Government paper which ruled during the year, having induced dealers to pay 


the duty in cash instead of availitig themselves of the option of taking credit for six months nes 


. * = . 
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“North-Western Provinces and Oudh in consequence of unfay ure 

‘Under Provincial Rates there was an increase in the Centfal Provinces and tt h-We t 

_ Provinces! and Oudh,; due to postponements from the preceding year, and in Madras owing — 
partly to'the ¢stablishment of additional Punchayat Unions, and partly to the village cess 

_ collections having been made for the whole year, against nine months in the previcus year. 
| ‘The increase under Customs was obtained chiefly from the import duty imposed on cotton. 
Bs goods and yarn in December 1894 and partly from an improvement in the productiveness of — 
a the other duties. The increase would have been much larger but for the reduction of the duty « 
f ‘on cotton goods and the abolition of the duty on yarns in February 1896. as 








3 ree The improvement under /nterest is more than accounted for by the increased revenue 
~ obtained from the investment of a part of the cash balances in England. Post Office and Tele- 
graph exhibited normal growths which were specially enhanced * by the ‘opening of new 
Post Offices in Cashmere and Chitral, by an increase in state telegrams on account of 
‘the Chitral Expedition, and in consequence of the deduction from the telegraph revenue * 
of the previous® year of 43,2 which was refunded to the East Indian Railway on a re-adjust- 
ment of the rent paid by it for the lease of telegraph wires and instruments for the years 1887 
* to 1893. The. principal items making up the improvement under Civil Depgrtments are 
an increase of 11,7 under Police, due to larger receipts from private watchmen and the sale 
| of a Police hulk, of 14,5 under Marine, chiefly in Madras, due to re-adjustment of the cot 
tribution made in the previous year to the Pamban Pilotage Fund on account of the dredger 
Wenlock” and 10,3 under Scientific and.other Minor Departments, due chiefly fo increaséd 
demand for cinchona and quinine and to a contribution paid by the Poona Municipality 
- towards the Reay Industrial Museum. The fallittg off under Afisce/laneous is accounted: for 
chiefly by the absence of the special receipts which occurred in 1894-95, namely, 68,9 on 
account of the capitalised value of lapsed pensions under the King of Oudh Loans and 9,5 on 
account of the refund obtained from Her Majesty's Imperial Governnrent, of the share of the 
* charges for the Opium Commission originally borne by the Government of India. The- Gain 
by Exchange_on capital transactions of subsidised Railways also fell short of the actuals of the 
prévious year by 49,4. 


Fey The large improvement in the Railway Revenue Account was obtained from din 
additional mileage of railways opened for traffic during the year, from the heavy traffic con- 
nected with the Chitral, Expedition, frgm an exceptionally heavy - pilgrim traffic and from 
4 better business generally in cotton, coal, wheat and rice. The increase would have been 
_ larger but for serious breaches caused on some of the lines by floeds which led to the 
suspension of through traffic on them for neatly two months. The chief contributors to the 
| jmprovement were the East Indian Railway (245,3), the North-Western: Railway (231,5), 
the South Indian Railway (72,2), the Southern -Mabratta Railway (69,8), the East -Goast 
Railway (53,5). and the Burma Railway (59,8). There was, on the other hand, a falling- 
off-on the Rajputana-Malwa and the Indian Midland Railways of 162,3 and 193;0" ceapectively 4 
owing to. a falling-off in the traffic in grain, il-seeds and salt, _ Under Irrigation’? 
the falling-off of 38,8 was due to the heavy winter rains ‘of 1894-95 having reduced thes 
for canal water in the North-Western Provinces for the rabi ‘irrigation of that 5 
collections for which were made inthe year under review. The decrease was, tioweves 
balanced to some extent by increases in the Punjab and Madras, due to’ the’da 
of irrigation in the-former province and to enhancement of water rates in the [: ater 
Buildings apd Roads there was an improvement in the receipts from sale of bui 
ferry tolls. As regards Army Services, the receipts of the previous yearinctulibd 
(34,1 on account ; 
















